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counm MUSC
EROUP HELPS
RAISE FUNDS

Headlined by Lady A, the multi-Platinum,
Grammy Award-winning country music group,
the First Coast American Heart Association’s
2021 Heart Ball raised over $1.6 million.

READ MORE ON PAGE 24

WINEDOWN IN THE PARKS A
SMASH FOR GRAPE LOVERS

Patrons Judith MacNutt, Michael Jennings
and LeeAnn Rummell enjoyed good
company, great wine and raised glasses
to help fund San Marco Preservtion
Society’s mission to enhance quality of
life in the San Marco community.

READ MORE ON PAGE 24

gJern eratlons of famllle nake waves and
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Members and friends of the Tarver family were the first to jump into Bolles’ new pool, named the Tarver Pool,
in honor of Jack Tarver, grandfather of Missy Pearson, who, with her husband, Josh Pearson, has five children
who graduated from or are attending The Bolles School. The Tarver family’s generous gift made the pool
construction possible.

READ MORE ON PAGE 29

MS. COX E JORDAN BORK

ANI] THE WINNER IS..

After winning her schoolwide competition
for the fourth through sixth grade level,
Jordan Bork is the proud winner of the
4H countywide speech contest for fourth
and fifth grade level.
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SPRING BLLOOMS IN
SAN MARCO SQUARE

It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon full of sunshine and cooler-
than-usual breezes, as neighbors pulled together to dig in the
dirt and look after their neighborhood. A beautification day
was held in San Marco Square successfully on April 25, after
the prior date was cancelled due to rain April 18.

Organizers regrouped and knocked out the work exactly a week
from the original date with help from suppliers, sponsors and
volunteers from the community. Landscape and plant supplies
delivered by Liberty Landscape Supply helped supplement other
plants, as well as planning, supplies and direction from Cascade
Outdoor Design, not to mention experienced instruction and
planning from Lush Leaves as well.

The day’s efforts included weeding and prep for the planting
Pentas near the Lion’s Fountain, and Bulbine and Vinca near
the South entrance to the Square, completed with bed backdrops
of pine straw for a more cohesive look.

Austln Hale, Buddy Hale, Brandy Marks AbbyWelghtman Desiree Bailey, Jen Burnham, Brandi Burnham, Leah Roesler,
Jeremy Lucarelli, George Foote, Terry Lucarelli, Mary Lauren Eubank, Gail Weightman and Anna Claire Eubank
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IT’S OUR ANNIVERSARY, BUT WE'RE CELEBRATING YOU.

Since 1976, the team at Coker Law has dedicated our lives to yours. Fighting for justice,
recovering millions for our clients, and donating more than $1 million to local charities.

COKERLAW

TRIAL ATTORNEYS

COKERLAW.COM | 904.356.6071
f W in OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE

Thank you for honoring us with 45 years. We look forward to serving you for 45 more.
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MOTHER’S DAY

She may have dreamed about this special day,

Or life may have surprised her with it anyway.
Sometimes the days are one big blur,

Sometimes the days are long, for sure.

She is making lists so stuff gets done,

She is also the planner of the stuff that’s fun.

There are cheeks to kiss and there are tears to dry,
There are books to read and there’s advice to try.
Many meals to make and many things to clean,
Many things to safeguard from things seen and unseen.
At the end of each day, she might be worn out,

But she knows deep inside what motherhood is about.
It's giving love with no strings,
It's giving all without thanks,
It's having barely enough
for ourselves in the tanks.

It can push us to limits

It's an endless work shift.
But at the end of each day,
It's still the best gift.

Happy Mother’s Day!

By: c.c. Showden
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JACKSONVILLE'S INAUGURAL
EMANCIPATION CELEBRATION
COMING TO JAMES WELDON
JOHNSON PARK

STATE RECOGNIZES MAY 20
AS OFFICIAL DATE IN FLORIDA

Councilwoman Ju'Coby Pittman, James Weldon Johnson Park and the
City of Jacksonville are excited to announce the first annual Jacksonville
Emancipation Celebration. The festival will take place on Thursday,
May 20, 2021 in an effort to educate the community about the historical
significance of Florida’s observed Emancipation Day.

“Emancipation was proclaimed in Florida on May 20, 1865 and the
City of Jacksonville recognizes the significance that has made for our
community;” said Mayor Lenny Curry. “We're excited and humbled
to support James Weldon Johnson Park as we celebrate this day
together with a fun festival for the community”

Jacksonville’s Emancipation Celebration will feature local African
American food trucks and vendors, live performances from
Jacksonville’s best musicians, dancers and poets, fun activities for
the kids, a Community Art Project and a historical display. Local
historical organizations will also lend their expertise to weave
educational stories throughout the performances and activities.
The festival will begin at 11 a.m. and close out at 8 p.m. at James Weldon
Johnson Park.

“As a community, we are recognizing the past wrongs and injustices
with a celebration of unity with a profound purpose. As we continue
to celebrate as a community, we still have work to do together,” said
Councilwoman Ju’Coby Pittman.

Emancipation was proclaimed in Tallahassee, Fla. on May 20, 1865,
11 days after the end of the Civil War, and two years after the
Proclamation was first issued by President Abraham Lincoln to free
those enslaved in Southern states. On May 10, Union General Edward
M. McCook arrived in Tallahassee to receive the surrender of Florida’s
Confederate troops. On May 20, McCook formally announced
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, effectively ending
slavery in the state. While many people celebrate Juneteenth, Florida
celebrates May 20 as its Emancipation Day.

LEE HIGH SCHOOL
RENAMING UP
FOR A FINAL VOTE

BALLOTS T0 BE CAST
ATLOCAL SCHOOLS

As current students, local alumni and taxpayers
wrangle with the latest updates to official
High School names in Duval County, voting
is now open for Robert E. Lee High School
in the local area. Voters will now determine
school names for figures that were prominent
in Southern history, most at issue are the
names affiliated with the Confederacy.

According to media sources with the Duval
County Public Schools, community balloting
for the final schools in renaming process
began April 26. Eligible stakeholders of
Andrew Jackson, Jean Ribault, and Robert E.
Lee High Schools, as well as Jean Ribault
Middle School, had begun casting their ballots
as of press time. The voting period runs
through Friday, May 7; hours are 10:00 a.m.-
6:00 p.m. Monday - Friday. Lee High School
voting hours are 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Voting takes place at the respective schools
and there are signs and/or tables set up
designating where voters should report. The
Supervisor of Election’s Office was engaged
to assist with the facilitation of the voting
process among the alumni, community, faculty,
PTA/PTSA members, and students, to ensure
accurate and fair voting processes are
implemented.

The Duval County Public School Board
has created a name change tracker, located
on its website. There is also information
provided about voting procedures if one
visits https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Page/29982.

The Resident will report on the outcome
of the voting once the results are announced
by the proper authorities.

A recent study conducted by CommercialCafe ranked
Jacksonville, Florida #12 of the top 15 of 53 cities across
the nation for its walkability and outdoor activity potential.

According to the study, Jacksonville ranked #1in the top
5, earning 20 of 20 points, for offering 73 park acres per
1,000 residents, making the state’s most populous city the
one to have the country’s largest park system.

Jacksonville stood out, too, for its park-to-city area ratio,
dedicating 14.5% of its city area to park land.

“Parks and walkability have always been extremely
important for the physical and mental wellbeing of our
cities’ residents, but especially in the past year, when we
didn’t get many other forms of recreation,” said Alexandra
Ursu, Marketing Communications Specialist for CommercialCafe.

That's why, amidst the nationwide programs and events
that celebrated National Park Week 2021 in late April,
CommercialCafe conducted a study of US cities with a
population of 300,000 or greater, those that had data
available for all analyzed metrics used in the study.

CommercialCafe is a nationwide commercial real estate
internet listing service that provides research and analysis
of the market. The organization is part of Yardi, a California-
based software vendor for real estate professionals and
property managers.

Data for the study came from the U.S. Census Bureau and
The Trust for Public Land. Full study results and methodology
can be found at https://www.commercialcafe.com
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Could it be a hernia?
8 silent signs

The signs of a hernia are not always obvious. Most common is a bulge in the abdomen,
but here are some other symptoms that you may be more likely to ignore:

« Pain in the pelvic area
« Nausea and vomiting
« Fever

« Constipation

« Feeling full and bloated

If left untreated, your hernia could grow, get more painful, or even become dangerous
at some point. And a hernia won't go away on its own. The good news is, today’s
minimally invasive hernia treatment options can offer you fast recovery.

Could it be a hernia? Find out today.

904.202.2019

Schedule an appointment

« Weakness and muscle
fatigue in the upper leg

or groin

« Heartburn

« Pain when lifting or coughing

BAPTIST
HEAIL'TH

Changing
Health Care
for Good’
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PUBLIC ACCESS TO RIVER CHALLENGES BEST AND HIGHEST USE IN FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

BY JENNIFER EDWARDS
Resident Community News

“Olin creates
distinguished
landscapes and urban
designs worldwide.
Our work is predicated
upon social
engagement, craft,
detail, materiality
and timelessness.

Our appreciation of
the urban environment
iS paramount.”

- Olin Partnership Ltd. website

Plans to transform the former Landing site
on the St. Johns River and install public
artwork are underway and soon to be revealed.
And a new coalition of nonprofits and public
interest agencies hope those plans are but
the first step toward a string of parks along
the North and Southbank of the river.

Aview of Downtown and the riverfront. The City is

planning to renovate the Landing property into a

public park, and community organizers hope it will be the first of many along the riverfront.

In March, City officials selected three firms
out of 14 vying to design park on the former
Landing property, which also contains two
pads that are likely to be used for private
development after the park is built. As part
of the project, each firm is to include a
significant work of public art, and will be paid
$125,000 for its design, although only one
plan will eventually be chosen and funded
for the property, located at 2 Independent
Drive W. The park must be at least four-and-
a-half acres of the site’s more than seven-and-
a-half, which includes a parking lot.

Currently Olin Partnership Ltd, based in
Philadelphia; Agency Landscape + Planning
LLC out of Cambridge, Massachusetts and
Perkins & Will Inc. of Chicago are working
on their designs, which will be crafted using
a lot of public input, said Lori Boyer, City
Downtown Investment Authority CEO.

“They are design firms who design park
space;” she explained, noting that the three

North Florida’s largest
selection of beautiful home

furnishings and decor

are not developers. “They are designing what
goes in that park space, what it looks like. We
have three different versions of that that we
will be able to get to see at the end of June.
We will then be selecting (the project)”

Olin Partnership Ltd is known for several
high-profile projects including the Washington
Monument Grounds in Washington, D.C,;
New York City’s Bryant Park; the J. Paul Getty
Center in Lost Angeles and Columbus Circle
in Manhattan. Its architects also created a
waterfront project in Alexandria, Va.

According to its website, “Olin creates
distinguished landscapes and urban designs
worldwide. Our work is predicated upon
social engagement, craft, detail, materiality
and timelessness. Our appreciation of the
urban environment is paramount””

Agency Landscape + Planning LLC is known
for a long list of projects, including the
Charleston Navy Yard Visitor Experience
Plan; Chicago River’s Edge Ideas Lab; Chicago

River Walk and the Sarasota Bayfront Master
Plan. Part of its mission statement includes
what its members term agency, which is
described as “a mission-driven practice
dedicated to addressing social equity; cultural
vitality and environmental resilience through
design excellence, strategic planning and
community engagement.’

The third firm, Perkins & Will Inc. has studios
all over the United States and throughout the
world. Its projects include the National
Museum of African American History in
Washington, D.C., Waterfront Botanical
Gardens in Louisville, Ky. and the Historic
Emancipation Park in Houston.

“Our goal is to design places that make a
positive difference in the world. That's why
people are at the heart of everything we do,”
according to the Perkins & Will website.

The commitment to replace what once was
an eyesore with a beautiful outdoor park for
the public to enjoy is music to the ears of a
new coalition of private individuals, nonprofits
and public organizations that have teamed
up to advocate for a park system along the
river. But the members of Riverfront Parks
Now want to see more than just the Landing
site turned into public space for all to enjoy.

Riverfront Parks Now consists of
representatives of multiple community
organizations including the St. Johns Riverkeeper;
the Sierra Club; Duval Audubon Society;
Scenic Jacksonville; Jacksonville Urban League
and many others. Its members “envision a
connected network of extensive public green

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5...
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Aview looking west from the Shipyards, a publicly owned property that
Riverfront Parks Now wants developed into a public park.

space and active parks along Jacksonville’s
riverfront that maximizes public access,
reconnects the community to our river and
creates a sense of place,” according to its
mission statement. The group began forming
last year, after multiple factors converged:
flooding from Irma; the expiration of the
development rights to the Shipyards and
the demolition of the Landing and the old
Courthouse. A survey conducted by the
Riverfront Parks Now showed that 50 percent
of the riverfront is now City-owned.

Nancy Powell, project manager for the
Riverfront Parks Now steering committee
and executive director of Scenic Jacksonville,
said Riverfront Parks Now represents 13
organizations and more than 5,000 people
who want to see what's left of the riverfront
preserved.

“It is our mission to advocate for a major
destination riverfront park and network of
parks in downtown Jacksonville that we feel
will help spur downtown revitalization,
provide flood control and resiliency and
attract economic investment, but most of
all to be a showcase for the citizens of
Jacksonville, a place to be outdoors and
healthy, a place to be proud of, that so many
others have figured out;” Powell said. “We
only have 10 percent of our Riverfront that
is left because the rest is already privatized,
across the whole riverfront, across our county.
Those places where it is publicly owned
happen to be downtown Jacksonville -
Metropolitan Park, the Shipyards, the Landing
and some other properties that may be
developed. The Shipyards and parts of

Metropolitan park have been targeted for
development, and once (the public land is)
gone, it’'s gone. We really need to be thoughtful
about giving public access to our people to
the waterfront. There are people on the
Northside and other places who don't get
access to the river. A free public park system
that is really well done can bring all of our
community together. We feel it is a win, win,
win”

Powell said Riverfront Parks now is
helping to give input for the design of the
Landing space.

For Boyer, of DIA, the idea of more public
greenspace and parks along the river is
welcome. Where City official and Riverfront
Parks Now members differ is in terms of scope.

“A park system along the river is something
that we've always had planned,” Boyer said.

“That’s not new. We have always viewed
both sides of the river and the Riverwalk
as an interconnected park system. We value
their emphasis on it. The fact that (Riverfront
Parks Now is) bringing it to the fore and
advocating for those really extraordinary
park spaces downtown as a destination, we
completely agree with. It’s great to have
them focused and bringing that level of
attention to the issue. The places where we
depart are whether every piece of publicly
owned property along the property needs
to be a park or whether some of it as private
development could support or enhance the
park space. They are taking it a step further
and are asking that all City property along
the property be considered for park property.
That’s a step further than we have been”

Find your
Castle

The wiser way to
buy, sell and insure.

Protect your

Kingdom

Call 904-717-1616

For A Consultation

CASTLEWISE
REALTY | INSURANCE

Tom York, CPCU | President
tyork@CastlewiseServices.com

CastlewiseServices.com | 904-717-1616

7220 Financial Way Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256

 City Rescue

Mission starts
new 24-hour
shelter program

On April 8, City Rescue Mission (CRM)
began a new 24-hour shelter program for
those experiencing homelessness. The
program is called Overcomers and is part
of the Emergency Shelter service provided
at CRM.

“This is a program that is planned and
purposeful. We want to empower and enable
those who come to us for help to transition
into a successful, sustainable, victorious life;”
said Paul Stasi, Executive Director of CRM.

Program guests will meet and work with
a case manager to develop a plan to exit
homelessness. After immediate needs are
met, the goal of the Overcomers program
will be to help folks transition from
homelessness to safe, affordable, accessible,
and acceptable housing. Life skills education,
workforce development, and job placement
assistance will also be provided for participants
of the Overcomers program.

Since 1946, the faith-based, non-profit
CRM has been providing help to the homeless
and needy in Jacksonville and Northeast
Florida. In 2019, they served 242,643 and
provided over 80,000 nights of shelter. The
Overcomers program is a new addition to
services already provided, which include
drug and alcohol recovery programs.

Note that CRM follows CDC safety
recommendations during the COVID-19
pandemic. For more information, visit www.
CRMjax.org.

DISCOVER
JACKSONVILLE'S
CATHEDRAL

Through the heartbeat of
our sacred worship, we
bring together people of
profound difference to
serve God, to love and
learn from one another.

Services In Person
and Online

Masks required and
social distance observed

Visit jaxcathedral.org
for service times,
online classes and more!

o
SAINT JOHN'S
CATHEDRAL

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF FLORIDA

256 EAST CHURCH STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507  JaxCathedral.org

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
Florida Network Realty

office 904.739.1626
1983 San Marco Blvd., Jacksonville, FL

7010 Gaines Court
$2,200,000

5,899 sq ft
6 Bedrooms | 4 Baths
3 Half Bath | MLS#1100137

Spacious Model Perfect Home
Epping Forest Yacht Club

7 Sela NS Sl R 2L e o RS
EPPING FOREST
6823 Linford Ln | $748,500 | 2,582 sq ft
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 1 Half Bath | MLS#1077661
Updated Kitchen | Hardwood Floors
Newer Master Bath | Walled Backyard

Anita\/ining

cell 904.923.1511

anita@anitavining.com

13048 Mandarin Rd
$2,450,000

7,732 sq ft
4 Bedrooms | 3 Baths
2 Half Bath | MLS#1103471

2 Story Screened Enclosed
Lanai with Summer Kitchen
Overlooking River & Infinity Pool

1396 Sunset View Ln | $550,000 | 1,967 sq ft
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | MLS#1094863
Elevator | Gated Waterfront Community
Community Dock | Private 2 Car Garage

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Proud Supporter of:

AnitaVining.com | Riverfront to Oceanfront * buBLic

EDUCATION
FUND

©2021 BHH Affiiates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiiates,

LLC. Berkshire Hathawa\{ HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeSenvices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire

Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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JEA CLOSER TO REVITALIZING CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

BY JENNIFER EDWARDS
Resident Community News

This spring saw Downtown’s central business
district come a step closer toward a chance
for revitalization, with full-steam-ahead
progress on JEA’s sleek new, pedestrian-
friendly headquarters.

Ryan Companies U.S. Inc., a Minneapolis-
headquartered developer, is constructing
the seven-story building at 225 Pearl Street,
with an adjacent parking garage that will be
used by both employees and the public. The
property is to include a nine-level parking
garage with 657 spaces and a pedestrian-
friendly complex with a unique design feature

- a chamfered, or cutaway, corner on the
parking garage, at the corner of Adams and
Julia Street. The ground floor of the garage
is planned to include 10,690 square feet of
retail space.

On March 25, Ryan staff celebrated raising
the final steel beam, painted white, onsite
with the project team, subcontractors, and
onsite trade labor. In addition, JEA employees,
retirees and stakeholders also signed a
commemorative beam that was installed
on the new headquarters’ lower level in
mid-April, according to a news release. The
beam was laid adopt the 125-foot-tall tower,
which will feature large windows and open
floor plans geared toward collaborative
meeting space for one of the nation’s largest
community-owned electric utility companies.
The site had been vacant until construction,
although the City of Jacksonville used it as
temporary parking. It takes up an entire
City block, bordered to the north by Monroe

Street, to the east by Julia Street, to the
south by Adams Street, and to the west by
Pearl Street.

The seven-story, 153,000-square-foot
build-to-suit project is projected to revitalize
the central business district, with a completion
date of 2022. The building’s design team
weaved in aspects of the surrounding area’s
bridges and rich industrial history, while
providing access to Jacksonville’s major
roadways and public transportation. It will
stand east of the Duval County Courthouse
lawn and other government buildings, and
the current headquarters building on Church
Street will then be put up for sale, according
to the JEA construction website.

Ariel Woodson, Ryan spokeswoman, said
the project was on track for a summer opening
next year.

“Despite the challenging year (2020), Ryan
Companies and JEA have displayed exceptional
planning, teamwork, and creativity to reach
the height of development on this Downtown
Jacksonville office project,” Scott Stenman,
Vice President of Construction at Ryan
Companies, said in a prepared statement.

“Our team has faced different obstacles
throughout 2020 as the pandemic has
changed the way we safely construct buildings
as well as how society views traditional
office space. I am proud of our progress
and our ability to reach this milestone on
time. The JEA Headquarters is a sign of
revitalization, and economic growth in
Downtown Jacksonville and Ryan is thrilled
to be part of the team bringing the project
to fruition”

When the project is complete JEA will
move from its 1960s-era offices at 21 W.

6740 EPPING FOREST WAY 114 - $989,000

Of REAL ESTATE

-

A rare opportunity to acquire
a Penthouse villa in the ¥
Hampstead building in Epping §

SELLING

Forest. This "Embleton”model
has panoramic views of the
St Johns River including the

Church St., where it has been headquartered
since 1989. The new building is being planned
for a Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) gold certification, which will
be determined after completion. LEED is a
green building certification program used
worldwide.

JEA spokeswoman Simone Garvey-Ewan
said that JEA would not be doing a mass
hiring before or after the move but would
continue its continual recruitment efforts
from its new location.

“Our downtown staff is going to move
with us,” Garvey-Ewan explained. “We are
constantly recruiting. When we go to the
headquarters, it will be the same thing. We
are transferring our staff from where we
are located right now (21 West Church St.)
to 225 Pearl Street North?”

The new headquarters will be easier for
some customers to access; it will be a short
distance from JTA’s Jacksonville Regional

Transportation Center which connects
visitors with various mass transit options. It
will also include what JEA terms a “customer
experience center” where customers can pay
bills, discuss accounts and learn about
products and services.

Ryan Companies was selected, after a
lengthy ITN process, in April 2019 to develop,
design and build the new headquarters. The
1.5-acre parcel is on the 300 block of West
Adams Street in downtown Jacksonville. The
Downtown Development Review Board
(DDRB) gave its final approval to the project
June 12 last year, although the final version
was not as tall as developers had originally
envisioned, or with quite as many parking
spaces. Then, on June 30, Ryan Companies
U.S. Inc. announced it had closed on the
parcel at a cost of $2.6 million.

ﬁ FOR WEEKLY UPDATES AND PHOTOS, FOLLOW
& THE PROJECT AT HTTPS://NEWJEAHQ.COM/.

Marina at Epping Forest Yacht

& Country Club. The master suite has river views as does the
kitchen. The guest suite has a private bath and a balcony overlooking
the front. Huge living room with fireplace and large balcony enclosed
to provide year round enjoyment. Ten foot ceilings add to the
spacious feel of this very special villa. Handsome built-in cabinets
in den. Beautiful moldings throughout the main living areas.
Parking for two cars in the garage under the building with elevator
service to the villa.

LEGENDS
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Construction is moving along at a clip at the site of the new JEA Headquarters. The
Pearl Street address.

e : =3 .
new, 135,000-square-foot-building will have a

Linda McMorrow
REALTOR®
904-626-9900

florida_legends@msn.com

6000 SAN JOSE BLVD 12-E - $399,500

Mullens
Nguyen
DISTINCTIVE DENTISTRY OF JACKSONVILLE

www.rcmdds.com

Selby Kaiser
REALTOR®
904-626-8800

selbykaiser@bellsouth.net

Dedicated to helping you maintain your health
and your beautiful smile for many years to come.

Penthouse floor condo on

the St Johns River! Enjoy lofty

views of the river and the

downtown skyline from this

lovely condo in Six Thousand

on the River! Three bedrooms, f

2 baths, riverfront living room

with fireplace and dining room.

Kitchen and baths have been

updated. Community

pool, clubhouse and marina add to your active lifestyle.
This home has everything you need for carefree living with
awesome views!

Richard C. Mullens
DDS

James H. Nguyen
DMD

Comprehensive
General Dentistry,
Rehabilitative and

3

Selby Kaiser &g Linda MEMorrow

legendsofrealestate.com

Cosmetic services

904-399-3163 | 3215 Hendricks Ave Ste. 1 Jax, FL 32207 | appointments@rcmdds.com
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BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER CELEBRATES OPENING OF
CHARTRAND FRISCH FAMILY BIRTH & NEWBORN CENTER

“Our goal in redesigning
this space was to make
this monumental life
experience even more
special for moms and
families. These new
suites are as impressive
as our state-of-the-art
maternal newborn care.”

- Michael Mayo,

FACHE, President of
Baptist Medical Center
Jacksonville

On April 12, leaders of Baptist Medical
Center Jacksonville and Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, along with donors Mark and
Meredith (Chartrand) Frisch and their
families, celebrated the dedication of the
Chartrand Frisch Family Birth & Newborn
Center. This project marks the completion
of a $16 million renovation to the Baptist

Unmatched Compassion

Jacksonville Maternal Evaluation, Delivery,
Maternal Newborn, and High-Risk Units.

Mark and Meredith Frisch were so inspired
by the care they received from Baptist and
Wolfson with the births and complications
that arose for all four of their children, they
decided to make a generous gift to help fund
renovations of the birthing and postpartum
suites at Baptist. Meredith’s parents, Nancy
and Gary Chartrand; her brother, Jeff
Chartrand; and Mark’s parents, Ben and Pat
Frisch, also contributed. Both families helped
inspire others to make financial gifts that
made the project possible.

“Our goal in redesigning this space was to
make this monumental life experience even
more special for moms and families. These
new suites are as impressive as our state-of-
the-art maternal newborn care,” said Michael
Mayo, FACHE, President of Baptist Medical
Center Jacksonville.

A Family Advisory Group of current and
expecting mothers offered input on the
Center’s design to ensure that every aspect
of the units will improve the patient and
family experience. Features such as private
bathrooms with ample storage for personal
belongings, new high-risk monitoring
technology in birthing suites, and a nursery
with a “knee wall” to make it easier for young
siblings to view babies who need extended
stays were included in the plans. Every aspect
of the Center was designed with mothers,
babies, and families in mind.

' RIBBON CUTTING, APRIL 12

The new Center is located adjacent to
Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s high-level
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit where expert
teams of pediatric specialists provide
immediate life-saving care to newborns
who need it. The Center will also have direct
access to the 92-bed Neonatal Intensive
Care Center in the new Wolfson Children’s
Critical Care Tower that is scheduled to
open in early 2022.

“We want parents to take comfort knowing
that, should something happen, we have the
very best experts and state-of-the-art

With Record-Setting Results.

One of the largest injury judgements in

Florida’s history: $228 million.

As Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyers, Tom Edwards and Eric Ragatz
aggressively fight to win cases for good people against large companies

and corporations.

We Handle:

- Medical Malpractice

- Personal Injury

- Wrongful Death

- Car & Truck Accidents
- Nursing Home Abuse
- And more...

Edwards

Our Promise:

We understand the incredible
challenges our clients face when
dealing with an injury or death.
Don’t do it alone. Give us a call and

schedule your free case
consultation today.

@' Ragatz, ra.

I

Personal Injury and Commercial Trials

technology available to immediately provide
world-class care to their precious new baby;’
said Michael D. Aubin, FACHE, president
of Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

“We hope families who enter the Chartrand
Frisch Family Birth & Newborn Center are
comforted knowing they are in expert hands
and are able to relax and focus on what
matters most: the new life they are bringing
into the world,” said CC Brooks, Vice
President of Patient Care Services at Baptist
Medical Center Jacksonville and Wolfson
Children’s Hospital.

ERIC C. RAGATZ
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RESPONDING TO NEED MOTIVATES DONORS

“I tend to give where |
volunteer. I like seeing
the faces of clients and
hearing their stories. ”
- Carolyn Phanstiel

Carolyn Phanstiel doesn’t consider herself a
philanthropist; instead, she describes her
desire to help others as being like a child’s
pinwheel with three spokes - a whoops-
moments spoke, spreading-the-love spoke
and a when-enough-is-enough spoke.

Mariette Broduer, principal consultant for
MTB Consulting, asked Phanstiel to share
her thoughts about philanthropic giving,
along with John Zell’s description of a donor
with whom he is working in his role as vice
president of development for The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida, with
members and guests of the Planned Giving
Council of Northeast Florida during its
virtual April meeting.

Three “whoops moments” in particular
have inspired Phanstiel to make annual gifts
to organizations, as well to create a family
legacy of giving that she hopes her children
and grandchildren will continue. While in
Taiwan as a teacher, she recalled seeing street
signs in Chinese and wondering why they
weren't in English.

“That’s when I realized that not everything
is about me,” she said.

While she was in the American Samoa,
she observed her children experiencing a
culture that was focused on caring and sharing.

“No one goes hungry there;” she said. “The
schoolchildren all share money at lunchtime
to make sure everyone eats”

Phanstiel’s third “whoops” happens once
a year when she volunteers to help with the
homeless count in Nassau County.

“I remember driving in certain areas and
seeing one 20-year-old girl living in a tent
behind Walmart and another couple living
under a bridge”

Her faith compels her to “spread the love,”
the second spoke on her pinwheel of giving.

“One day I was in a church and as I exited
after the service I noticed a sign over the
portal that said ‘Now the service begins’ That
really hit me”

Another time her son and grandchildren
were on the beach in Fernandina hunting
for sharks’ teeth.

“My grandson came running back to the
house to tell her that his father gave their
best sharks’ teeth to a woman and her son
they met on the beach who had been having
trouble finding sharks’ teeth on their own,”
Phanstiel said.

She has been reflecting on the third spoke
on her pinwheel, “when enough is enough,”
since her retirement.

“I'm thinking about when I have enough
stuff and enough money to be satistied
and when it is time to give money away,
she said.

How are

you feeling
today?

Zell shared that his donor is motivated by

“removing the thorn in his shoe” by donating
to fix things that he believes he can improve.

This particular donor is an only child who
grew up poor. He views his work as a public
school teacher and church organist/choir
director as part of his way of giving back.

“His church musician work has always been
his passion, even though it is a side job,” said
Zell. “He wanted to fix things to make the
church better, like poor air conditioning
where the choir and organist sat and equipment
to make the organ play lower notes and
louder, so his wife and he gave the money
needed for both of those projects”

Both donors express the amount of
difference they are able to make versus the
quantities of people they are able to help as
the way they measure impact.

“I tend to give where I volunteer,” Phanstiel
said. “T like seeing the faces of clients and
hearing their stories. Also, I check Charity
Navigator because I want to make sure the
organization is a good steward in making
sure that my dollars count”

In terms of estate planning, Phanstiel has
picked four organizations and her estate gifts
to them will be done through The Community
Foundation as a family advised fund.

“My family decided one Christmas that
instead of buying gifts for each other we
would put the amount of money we would
have spent in a family advised fund and then
hold a family council to decide which charity
would receive the funds that year, which has
become a family legacy that I hope will
continue,” she said.

Zell’s donor is focusing on distribution
of Apple stock that he bought for $15 a
share when Apple first started putting
computers in schools, which improved his
experience as a teacher. Annual contributions
from these stocks as they have appreciated
have enabled him to avoid capital gains
tax and make meaningful gifts beyond
what he would be able to do from his
personal checkbook.

The donor is working on a charitable
reminder trust that will mostly benefit the
church that he has attended since his
retirement. He wants to fund an annual
organ recital with a nationally recognized
organist that will raise fund to bolster the
church’s operating budget.

The meeting produced three takeaways
for attendees. Phanstiel shared that she
thinks organizations should focus on their
volunteers who are already invested in their
organization. “That seems to be low-hanging
fruit,” she said.

Zell notes that primary prospects are
those who give every year and volunteer.

“There is an exponential increase that they
will want to give an estate gift” The importance
of listening to the donor is the third takeaway.

“I'd probably be turned off if a fundraiser
or professional advisor approached me
about giving,” Phanstiel said. “Strong values
and a realization of what is needed has to
be in place already”

“It has to be their idea, not your direct
ask,” Zell said. “My job is to help them build
out their goals so that they feel joy about
what is going to be accomplished.”

Check in with your co-workers, friends, family and
neighbors. Ask them, “How are you feeling today?"
Someone you know may be delaying important
emergency care, chronic care or emotional care.
Remind them to get the care they need.

Remind them to reconnect with their doctor about ongoing care
needs, and that delaying care could impact their health in a
negative way. Remind them to ask about emotional health needs
and health concerns that might be weighing on them.

At Ascension St. Vincent's, appointments are available, with
strict precautions in place for your safety in our care. Doctors are
offering virtual visits. And when your friends and family need care
more urgently, our emergency rooms and urgent care clinics are

open and ready.

Share this message. And find the care you need at

GetJaxHealthCare.com

Ascension

St.Vincent'’s

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved
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6620 EPPING FOREST WAY N 1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD, #1002 1400 LAWRENCE PL 13048 MANDARIN RD

4 Bed / 3 Bath /1 Half Bath / 3,770 Sq Ft 2 Bed/ 2 Bath/1151Sq Ft 3 Bed/2Bath/3,231Sq Ft 4 Bed/ 3 Bath / 2 Half Bath / 7,732 Sq Ft
$1,349,000 $325,000 $950,000 $2,450,000
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7010 GAINES CT 1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD, #910 6152 SAN JOSE BLVD. 4722 BRIERWOOD RD.
6 Bed / 5 Bath / 2 Half Bath / 5,899 Sq Ft 6 Bed /0 Bath /1,876 Sq Ft 4 Bed / 3 Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,299 Sq Ft 3 Bed/ 2 Bath /1550 Sq Ft
$2,200,000 $575,000 $1,590,000 $290,000

3500 VIA DE LA REINA 10870 HOOF PRINT DR 6277 SAN JOSE BLVD W 816 LOTUSLN N
4 Bed/ 3 Bath / 2 Half Bath / 4111 Sq Ft 3 Bed/ 2 Bath /1,244 Sq Ft 3 Bed /2 Bath /1,686 Sq Ft 5 Bed /4 Bath /3,023 Sq Ft
$875,000 $229,000 $298,000 $465,000

www.SanMarcoHomes.com | (904) 739-0717
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NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS

» Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate!
» Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
(904) 422-2031 « Agent Development Program for new & experienced agents.
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com « Your earning potential is truly limitless in this environment.

JOSH COHEN
Managing Broker
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NMLSR ID: 1020414

Buying a home?

Mortgage Consultant HOME MORTGAGE, LLC
Contact me to discuss your 304)313',\3/‘326 - e
. . | eredith.Medvec@phmloans.com rospeiy Home Mortgage, @
ﬁnancmg optlons. Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com 75164 (NWILS Consumer Access @
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DOWNTOWN'S LAURA STREET TRIO CLOSER TO BEING REVIVED

BY JENNIFER EDWARDS
Resident Community News

A cluster of Downtown’s most historic and
visible buildings is a couple steps closer to a
new life, one burgeoning with activity.

Preservationists have described the
Laura Street Trio as, collectively, the
most endangered historical buildings in
Jacksonville. The trio includes the Florida
National Bank Building, the Bisbee Building
and the Florida Life Building, built at the
turn of the last century. The buildings sit at
the corner of Laura and Forsyth streets and
each was built just a handful of years after
the Great Fire of 1901 razed many of
Jacksonville’s buildings to the ground.

City leadership has been eager to see the
buildings revitalized and put to good use
attracting residents and a workforce downtown,
with all the necessary entertainment and
commercial services such a workforce needs.

City Downtown Investment Authority
(DIA) CEO Lori Boyer said in mid-April
that legislation was being drafted for approval
by City Council that would grant Southeast
Group, a local developer, a multi-million-
dollar incentive package for adaptive
restoration of the historic and highly visible
landmark. In March, the DIA Board
unanimously approved offering Southeast a
$24.7 million package for what is estimated
to be a $70.4 million restoration project. The
package includes an interest-only $5.3 million
loan that would become due in a decade, and
$19.4 million in forgivable loans.

---:;"

Boyer said she hoped to see the legislation
drafted in May and ready to take to the
council; the Trio is one of the projects that City
leaders have most wanted to see completed.

“They’re centrally located,” Boyer said of
the buildings. “I'm sitting here in my office
in City Hall and I can see from my open
windows straight through to (the trio) from
where I sit. That’s an example of the impact
it has on offices throughout downtown. Not
only are they significant landmarks that will
restore character, but in the meantime, the
fact that they are deteriorating and vacant
is a blight on downtown. It’s a big deal”

According to local preservationist Wayne
Wood’s book, “Jacksonville’s Architectural
Heritage: Landmarks for the Future,” the
three buildings are exquisitely configured,
with the two-story Neo-Classical bank
framed by the two “ultra-modern” (for the

Modern view of the Laura Street Trio, from the Wayne W Wood Collection, 2006.

il

time) skyscrapers, which ascend from the
street corner. Their prominent place at the
intersection of downtown Jacksonville’s two
busiest streets makes them one of the most
unique architectural groupings in the South.
The three are also emblematic of Jacksonville’s
renaissance following the fire, the third
largest metropolitan fire in U.S. history.
Southeast’s plans for the trio include the
construction of a new, eight-floor building
that would create a Marriott Autograph
Collection hotel with restaurant and commercial
space, according to the City. The new building
would bring the hotel to 146 rooms, which
would be needed to make the project financially
viable, project architect Tom Hurst of Dasher
Hurst Architects told City officials in February.
Hurst said the design team and Southeast
Managing Director Steve Atkins want the
layout to emphasize the three historic structures.

Rendering of proposed renovation to the Laura Street Trio, presented to the Downtown Investment Board.

“We want to make sure that we're deferential
to the existing historic buildings and we don’t
try to overwhelm them,” Hurst said. “We
could have probably designed a 20-story
high-rise here and we could have made the
numbers work better. But we want to pay
homage to them?”

This wouldn’t be Southeast Group’s first
rehabilitation of an historic structure; the
developer successfully renovated and restored
the Barnett Building across the street from
the trio, converting it into a combination of
living and commercial space.

The Southeast Group acquired the trio
along with the Barnett building in 2013. The
18-story Barnett building was built in 1926
and had been vacant since the early 2000s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11...

5000+ Sq. Ft. Gallery Of Over 50 Jacksonville/NE Florida Based Artists

ARTSEE & SHOP

ART AND CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT GALLERY

LA |
- Photography .
« Fine Art

- Ceramics

- Jewelry

- Glass
- Hand-Crafted Furniture
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In partnership with Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville,
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(Across From Cooper’s Hawk)

LAST RIVERVIEW LOT
For Sale! 3:

Unique, one-of-a-kind, ready to build lot with river views!
Imagine watching the beautiful sunsets over the water
from the house of your dreams in the highly desirable
Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club. Your dream can
become a reality with the only river-view lot available. <%

entertainment options from your backyard lanaiand
patio with views of the St. Johns River, marinaand
the exquisite gardens of Epping Forest. Take comfort in
knowing you are on a quiet, private cul-de-sac with
almost 1/3 of an acre affording you the opportunity to
build a custom home up to 6500+ sq/ft. This extremely
rare opportunity is one you will not want to miss!!

$1,079,000

Situated on a bluff, your new home will have amazing ?171 i
n® 10 F

7004 GAINES CT:
JACKSONVILEE"

’

ERICA L JOLLES PA &

Realtor — Happiness Maker
904-652-5978

Erica@SellsJax.com
www.SellsJax.com r,f]

1637 Race Track Rd « Suite 100 « St Johns, FL 32259
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The South facing facade of the
conceptual design for Marriott’s
Autograph Collection as viewed from
Adams Street across N. Laura Street.
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Enterprises, Inc

though the inside was demolished in the
mid-2000s, Atkins said. The group began
rehab in 2017 and completed it a couple of
years later.

The building is now home to several
businesses and high-rise apartments with
striking views of downtown and the river.
Commercial banking takes up the first floor
and the Jacksonville Business Journal resides
on the second-floor mezzanine. Above that,
the University of North Florida maintains
a downtown college campus and entrepre-
neurial center.

Residential apartments occupy the eighth
through the 18th floors.

“I recognize this is a great deal of money
in terms of incentives, and we will be cognizant
of that as we restore these buildings to the
highest standard,” Southeast Principal and

Managing Director Steve Atkins told the
board after its March vote on the Laura Street
Trio incentive package, according to Florida
Times-Union reports at the time. Southeast
is seeking National Park Service approval
for historic designation of the building.

For Boyer of the DIA, the Trio project is
one of many she hopes to keep the gas pedal
pressed down on.

“We are pleased with the continued level
of interest in downtown redevelopment
projects that we have seen throughout the
pandemic and that we are continuing to see,”
Boyer said. “We are not seeing a slowdown;
we are seeing continued increased level of
interest. I think part of that is recognition
of Florida’s growth and recovery and how
we fared as compared with other locations.
There is certainly no lack of interest”

Specializing in all hardwood floors,
dustless, sanding and finishing

(904) 588-8752

bdenterprisesinc@att.net

- Hardwood Flooring Installation
- Sanding, Stain and Finishing

- New and Historical Flooring

- Floor Repairs
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With a gift card from The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn

CANCER TREATMENT
DESERVES A

SECOND OPINION.

& Club, the special moms in your life can enjoy their

perfect day whenever they are ready. With a range of

We’'re Here For You.

At Ackerman Cancer Center, there’'s no maze to
navigate. That's why we make getting a second

pampering treatments to choose from and all day to
enjoy the luxury and safety of the region’s largest spa,

it’s not only the perfect day, it’s the perfect gift.
opinion so easy. In fact, we place a high priority on
scheduling same and next-day appointments, with a
variety of screening options on-site. Not only can we
provide you the second opinion you deserve but we can
do it as soon as you need it.

To learn what we are doing to keep our
guests and employees safe, visit pvspa.com.

Our team is always ready to focus on your unique
needs, delivering specialized care with urgency and t
understanding. Call (904) 880-5522 to get a second
opinion today.

Whole-Patient Cancer Care + Proton Therapy

Jacksonville | 904-880-5522 :‘1 Y

Amelia Island 1 904-277-2700 y‘
1

&

Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

Call us at 904.273.7700, come see us at The Spa or at St. John’s Town
Center, or shop from the comfort of home for an e-card from pvspa.com.

QACKERMAN

Cancer Center

MM1481
V

AckermanCancerCenter.com
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MOVERS & SHAKERS

IMAGINATION SQUARED™ ART EXHIBITION CELEBRATES
PROJECT ATRIUM'S 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

“The works beautifully capture the diversity of
human experience navigating these difficult
challenging times, and we are grateful to
everyone who participated.”

- Ylva Rouse,
Senior Curator for the museum

More than 5,000 people viewed the first exhibition, “Imagination Squared,” on its opening night alone in September
2010. MOCA Jacksonville is celebrating the exhibition’s 10-year anniversary with “IMAGINATION SQUARED™: A CREATIVE
COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO OUR TIMES” that includes more than 600 works submitted by the community of Greater

Jacksonville which are on view April 16 — August 8, 2021.

In December 2020, the museum placed a public
call for art asking the Jacksonville community
to participate as artists by submitting an artwork
ona 10’ x 10’ square provided by the museum.
MOCA Jacksonville partnered with a number
of organizations to distribute squares including
UNF Department of Art, Art History and
Design, FSCJ, Douglas Anderson and LaVilla
Schools of the Arts, Jacksonville University, Art
with a Heart in Healthcare, Jacksonville Art
and Music School, Ortega Elementary School,
St. John's Youth Academy, Gateway Rehabilitation
and Pine Castle. A total of 663 artworks were
submitted by the community for exhibition.
“The public response to this exhibition has
been extraordinary;” said Ylva Rouse, senior
curator for the museum. “The works beautifully
capture the diversity of human experience
navigating these difficult challenging times,

and we are grateful to everyone who participated.”

The exhibition is a reiteration of “Imagination
Squared,” a unique public collaborative installation
that took place in September 2010. The original
exhibition was created by artists Christina
Foard and Dolf James to bring attention to the
creative power of the artistic community in
Jacksonville to provide a transformative cultural
experience that was celebrated by more than
5,000 people on its opening night.

’

f

e,
CAMP | AM SPECIAL

SUMMER 2021

GIVE THE GIFT
OF CONNECTION

Help us Provide Virtual Camp
to our Campers

This past year has taken a toll on children and

adults with intellectual and developmental

differences, who rely on connection to thrive.

That's why Catholic Charities Jacksonville
is hosting its enduring Camp | Am Special
program in a virtual format this summer to
ensure these individuals and their families
still have support.

Please help us to give this gift to the
campers at no cost and bolster next year's
in-person sessions.

Donate today at ccbjax.org or
by calling 904-899-5505.

CATHOLIC

CHARITIES

Transforming Lives

New Year
New Image

PHOTOART

904.398.7668 | www.DanHarrisPhoto.Art
1124 Riviera Street, Jacksonville, FL 32207

The original “Imagination Squared” installation
also paved the way for the creation of MOCA’s
Project Atrium Series that for the past decade
has featured site-specific installations by
emerging and mid-career artists. Haskell
Atrium Gallery’s location in the museum, its
dimensions and its scale challenge invited
artists to reinvent and collaborate. The public
can watch the artist create work in an open
space that is free for visitors to enjoy the
creative process.

“Revisiting the impetus of Project Atrium is
the perfect way to both celebrate the
accomplishments of this incredible installation
series, but also to honor our commitment to
our mission to making the discovery, knowledge
and advancement of the art, artists and ideas
of our time accessible to all,” said MOCA
Director Caitlin Doherty. “This year, perhaps
more than ever before, it is important to bring
our community together through art making
and sharing, reflecting on recent challenges,
while at the same time dreaming of what the
future may bring?”

Brooke and Hap Stein is title sponsor and
Driver, McAfee, Hawthorne & Diebenow, PLCC
is supporting sponsor for “IMAGINATION
SQUARED": A CREATIVE COMMUNITY
RESPONSE TO OUR TIMES”.
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Includes complete retouching, B&W and color, digital files
sized for large print, website & social media. (by appointment)

We guarantee you'lllook your best!
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UNDER CONTRACT

122 MARCO PLACE
3BR/ 2BA [ 2,449 SF — MLS #1095178
$850,000 CALL David Butler (904) 716.7863,

Clair Corbett (904) 521.3288 and Victoria Feist (904) 400.2164

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

3618 LEEWOOD LN

Mid-Century Modern Pool Home
5 BR /3 BA [ 2,628 SF — MLS #1097896

$459,900 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

1128 PEACHTREE ST
Totally Renovated Bungalow
3 BR /2 BA [ 1495 SF — MLS #1100020
$410,000 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

6439 WOOD VALLEY RD

Open San Jose Forest Tudor
4 BR [ 3BA [ 2,758 SF — MLS #1094399

$495,000 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

UNDER CONTRACT

5030 PARADISE POND LANE #102

Turn-key Coach House Condo (0SJ)
3BR [ 2BA [ 1545 SF — MLS #1101544

$499,900 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

YOUR
PROPERTY
HERE

1830 SAN MARCO BLVYD #4
Walkable Condo in restored 1939 Quad
2 BR [ 2 BA /1,285 SF — MLS #1105194
$449,900 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

5243 VASSER RD

Renovated Lakewood Bungalow
4 BR [ 2 BA [ 1,745 SF — MLS # 1105644

$299,900 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

PROPERTY
HERE

THIS COULD BE YOUR PROPERTY

Call us today to find out
how your property could be advertised
in this prime placement.

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
°r THE WORLD

Kim Smith
Vice-President,
Managing Broker

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

[P

(904) 4216920

JUST SOLD

2907 FOREST CIRCLE
Gorgeous Beauclerc Riverfront
4BR[3.5BA [ 3,641SF
$1,612,000 CALL Jon Singleton (904) 226.3480

READY FOR A CAREER CHANGE?

Watson Realty Corp. has a 55-year
successful legacy across Florida and
South Georgia. We provide full-time real
estate agent support with low broker to
agent ratios, the latest real estate tech
and tools, in-house marketing services,
e-business leads, and so much more.
Our San Marco/San Jose office is hyper-
local with a small brokerage feel backed
by Watson’s legendary support.

Contact the Managing Broker Kim
Smith today at (904) 813.3421 or email
kimsmith@watsonrealtycorp.com.

Erik Kaldor
(904) 226.0433

"\- (904) 716.7863

THIS COULD BE YOUR PROPERTY

Call us today to find out
how your property could be advertised
in this prime placement.

David & Clair Team
David Butler E‘

The Anno
Team

Lorna Anno
(904) 485.0675

Charles Anno
(904) 993.7487

Clair Corbett &
(904) 521.3288

Victoria Feist
(904) 400.2164

i‘!"
P

Jon Singleton
(904) 226.3480

)

Katherine Wohlers
(904) 314.7524

Kirk Johanson
(904) 208.8009

www.watsonrealtycorp.com/offices/san-marco-san-jose
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Parra Harris Law celebrates 5 years

“To commemorate
the special
occasion, Parra
Harris Law,
which deals in
family law
litigation, will
present
donations to the
executive
directors of five
local charities
that promote the
firm’s mission
and tagline:
Family. Matters. ”

Parra Harris Law will celebrate the boutique firm’s
5th anniversary with an event on May 5. The Cinco
de Mayo themed party will be called “Celebrating 5
on 5/5 at 5” and will feature a mariachi band, margaritas,
and mucho fun. Guests will include local judges,
magistrates, mediators, clients, and colleagues.

To commemorate the special occasion, Parra Harris
Law, which deals in family law litigation, will present
donations to the executive directors of five local
charities that promote the firm’s mission and tagline:
Family. Matters. The recipient organizations will be
(1) Sulzbacher, (2) Catholic Charities of Jacksonville,
(3) Hubbard House, (4) Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
(JALA), and (5) The Giving Closet Project.

The three Latina attorneys who comprise the
firm—Paola Parra Harris, Mercedes Blason-Aguilar,

and Priscilla “PJ” Justiniano — are fully bilingual
and serve clients in both Spanish and English.
Paola Parra Harris has earned numerous recognitions
since she founded the firm in January 2016. Included
in the list are Ultimate Attorney in Family Law from
the Jacksonville Business Journal, Hispanic Business
Leader of the Year from the mayor’s Hispanic American
Advisory Board and Woman of Distinction from the
Gateway Council Girl Scouts. Harris also achieved
the highest rank from Martindale-Hubbell’s Peer
Review Rating system, AV Preeminent Attorney,
from 2017 to 2021. She is a Sulzbacher board member
and past board chair of Catholic Charities of Jacksonville.
For more information about Harris and her family
law firm, visit www.ParraHarrisLaw.com or their
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn social media pages.

Jim Moran

Foundation gives

$685K to Feeding
Northeast Florida

The Jim Moran Foundation has awarded $685,000 to Feeding
Northeast Florida (FNEFL) to commemorate the foundation’s 20th
anniversary. The grant will support FNEFLs Prescriptive Nutrition
program in which FNEFL will partner with Federally Qualified
Health Clinics (FQHCs) and Free and Charitable Clinics (FCHCs)
to aid low income, uninsured patients referred by the clinic providers.
The program will exclusively serve Duval County.

The $685,000 grant will be distributed over three years, providing
mission support and funding for nursing students led by a registered
dietitian to help provide healthy food and teach community members
how to incorporate it into their daily diet. This initiative will go
hand-in-hand with the Corner Market program that FNEFL
launched in 2020.

The Corner Markets mobile pantries were developed to address
food insecurity on a street-by-street level to combat food deserts

— areas with no direct access to grocery stores and other healthy
food options. The markets are equipped with space specifically for
the prescriptive nutrition initiative, where nursing students and
dietitians can meet with clients, discuss their individual needs and
track their progress over time — directly linking their recommen-
dations to the fresh, healthy food available at the market. With the
additional funds provided through this grant, FNEFL will be able
to continue to provide healthy food options and nutrition education
to those in need.

“We are grateful for The Jim Moran Foundation’s support through
the awarding of this grant,” said Susan King, president and CEO
of Feeding Northeast Florida. “These funds will directly support
our prescriptive nutrition program, a concept we are eager to grow
in the coming years. Proper nutrition leads to healthier lives, and
we want to continue to educate and help those in our community
in every way possible through innovative programs.”

Jim Moran established The Jim Moran Foundation in 2000 to
ensure his giving back to children and families would continue for
many generations to come. To recognize this 20-year milestone,
The Foundation has committed more than $12 million in special
grants that reach beyond its traditional funding priorities to support
nonprofit partners that are meeting the ever-changing needs of
the community in Broward, Duval and Palm Beach counties.

“We are confident that the holistic approach of the Prescriptive
Nutrition Program will provide better health for individuals and
families who require specialized food to improve their overall
wellbeing,” said Jan Moran, chairman and president of The Jim
Moran Foundation.

Touchton Plumbing is currently hiring motivated,
customer service-oriented
PLUMBERS and HELPERS for service work.

Excellent Benefits Package including:
Competitive Compensation, Paid Vacation & Holidays, Company Insurance
Uniforms, Retirement savings & contribution
Training & Apprenticeship program

| (904) 389-9299 | #CFC056489 | Drug Free Workplace

W P TOUCHTON

C PLUMBING CONTRACTORS *
Northeast Florida Plumbing Experts

416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32254

JACKSONVILLE -

1117 CEDAR ST - $310,000
2BR-2BA-1,057 sqft

1636 KING ST 1- $395,000
2BR-2BA- 2,454 sqft

1157 NORWICH RD - $1,195,000
Waterfront - .71acres

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD
COLDWELL BANKER
JACKSONVILLE VANGUARD rewade.com
1263 BELVEDERE AVE REALTY, INC. 904.534.0969

3BR-2BA- 1,642 SQFT - wade@rewade.com

$450,000

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205
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LOCAL AUTHOR TO HOST LAUNCH PARTY
FOR FIRST BOOK'S RELEASE

The public is invited to a launch party for

the release of Lara Patangan’s first book,

Simple Mercies: How the Works of Mercy
Bring Peace and Fulfillment. The celebration
will take place on May 22nd at 7 p.m. at
Assumption Catholic Church, the author’s
home parish.

The evening will begin with a presentation
by Patangan in the church. Book signing and

Lara C Patangan

=

= T

DEDICATED

to providing the
Best In Home Health Care=

Mmor 'S Helpmg Hands can assist with:

* 24-hour Care * Personal Support
* Companion Services * Supported Living
* Meal Preparation * Light Housekeeping
« Transferring, Bathing & Hygiene
* Toileting * Medication Reminders
* Transportation * Mobility Assistance

Q‘ﬁE‘E‘R‘S\E EIVE US A CALL TODAY!

Y ..7® ¢ JACKSONVILLE

o2 e Member of the r
), e 0 f [\l AccREDITED
% it Jacksonville BUSHESS
Wy
“ort ¢ Chamber,andl "2

BEE Rating: A+

www.minorshelpinghandssupportservices.com

How the Works of

Mercy Bring Peace
and Fulfillment

reception will follow in Jordon Hall.
Refreshments will be available.

Written with humor and insight, Simple
Mercies, published by Our Sunday Visitor, is
for those who have ever questioned their
contribution to the world or struggled with
finding God’s purpose for their lives.

In September 2013, Patangan turned 40. To
mark this milestone birthday, she chose

to celebrate not by having a big party,
buying a shiny gift, or going on a
fun trip. None of that appealed to
her. She chose, instead, to spend a

full year in service to others.
Patangan, a devout Catholic,
performed biblically based works
of mercy. She fed the hungry by
volunteering at a Downtown soup
kitchen, and she clothed the naked
by putting in hours at Rethreaded.
She visited the imprisoned, death
row inmates at Florida State

Bright Futures

Success Academy
Where We're S’accerr,{a/(g @rzgh(em'ng @(mr
Childrens Fututre, One Child at & Time

The Importance of
Early Childhood Education

Early childhood education plays a major
role in child development. The first
5 years of development is important
in a child’s life because that is when
they learn the most. Being in an early
childhood education program during
those years helps to increase the
children’s fine and gross motor skills,
social and emotional development and
enhances their cognitive and language
development. Furthermore, it teaches
them independence, improves their self-
esteem and encourages them to learn
and grow to their fullest potential.

~Shamika Moore

(904) 786-3224

Prison in Raiford. She counseled the doubttful,
a woman considering abortion at a local
Women’s Center. She buried the dead by
helping to plan the funerals of a Burmese
refugee family killed in a car crash in Macclenny.
“Being open to serve made me aware of so
many opportunities,” Patangan said.

In her new book, Patangan shares some of
those experiences. But the book has a bigger
mission. It is to encourage others to realize
how much their service helps others, whether
it's at home, at school, in the workplace, or
with elderly parents. “T feel like many of us
think that our service is too mundane too
matter;” she said. The book is to broaden
peoples idea of what service is and to show
that what we do for others makes a difference.

Today, in addition to being a freelance writer,
Patangan continues to volunteer, like at Meals
on Wheels, at Animal Care & Protective
Services, and at Assumption Church. She, her
husband, and their two sons have picked up
trash along the bank of the St. Johns River.

“Asking ‘What can I do?’ is a very humbling
question. By being open and willing, there
are so many things that we can do for one
another;” she said.

Patangan, a St. Nicholas resident, grew up
in Jacksonville and graduated from Bishop
Kenny High School before earning a Bachelor
of Science in Public Relations degree from
the University of Florida. She spent the early
part of her career working for various

non-profits doing fundraising and development
locally for Hubbard House and in New Orleans
for an AIDS service organization and a
children’s hospital before moving back to
Jacksonville and becoming a mom.

Though there is no cost to attend her book
launch event on May 22, an RSVP would
be appreciated. Call San Marco Book Store
at (904) 396-7597 or register at bit.ly/
larabooks. Book pre-orders are encouraged.
To sign up for the author’s blog, visit www.
LaraPatangan.com.

LARA PATANGAN -
CATHOLIC MOM,
AUTHOR

FIRST VISIT

Please mention this ad.
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PRESS PAUSE

Visit our website to learn more about the safety

measures we are taking to ensure your well being.
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=7 Gift Certificates

Available

904-680-7344 | solunayogaspa.com | 2105 Park Street'Suite 1,-Jacksonville'FER3 2204588

Heating & Cooling Systems

#CAC041190

“Your Inside Wgath;}'.Guys”| '
-

72
Weather, Englneers Inc.

Air Conditioning * Heating ¢ Refrigeration * Clean Air Profcsslonals

| —

(904) 503-771'9 | www.weatherengmeers com'

A/C Syste

aiis 525 OFF

Pre-Paid Comfort Club
Maintenance Membership
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Excludes diagnostic fee, filters, max discount 50%.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 05/31/21

A/C Repair

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Expires 05/31/21 RNW
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Bolles Associate Head
of School, Mike Drew,
has announced that
Natalia Aycart will be
the Director for Global Learning and Engagement
(GLE). This position is a new addition to all four
campuses of Bolles.

“At the core, Global Learning is about promoting
within our students the skills and knowledge they
need to be prepared for our increasingly intercon-
nected world. This is especially relevant for Bolles—an
independent day and boarding school educating
students from all over the world,” Drew said.

Aycart will begin her new role as founding
director in August, teaching classes as well as
implementing, supervising, and directing GLE
programs and operations for grades Pre-K
through 12.“T am honored to be part of this
successful and experienced team. I look forward

NATALIA AYCART

BOLLES ANNOUNCES DIRECTOR FOR
GLOBAL LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

to opening student perspective and experience to
all the world has to offer;” Aycart said.

Aycart is fluent in English and Spanish. She has
worked at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Day School in
Kansas City, Missouri as the Global Learning and
Multicultural Affairs Coordinator and Foreign
Language Educator as well as for the Foreign
Language Academy as a Foreign Visiting Teacher,
a program endorsed by the U.S. Department of
Education and sponsored by the Ministry of
Education of Spain, the country where she
completed her own formal education. She holds
a bachelor’s degree in education with a concen-
tration in foreign language education. She holds
a master’s degree and a second bachelor’s degree
in organizational psychology. In addition to the
United States and Spain, she has lived in Sweden,
England, and Italy. Aycart has received numerous
awards and recognitions in her field.

Jax Federal Credit Union
names new CEQO|/President

The board of directors of Jax Federal
Credit Union has appointed John Servos
as its new CEO and president. Servos
comes to the credit union after a suc-
cessful 22-year career at Neighbors
Credit Union in St. Louis Mo., where
he served as CEO for more than 12
years. The credit union’s assets grew
from $192 million to $467 million under
his leadership.

Prior to serving as CEO of Neighbors,
healso served as chief financial officer
for nine years and vice president of
compliance and audit services for
one year. He obtained his CPA
certificate and worked in public account-
ing before moving to the credit union
industry.

“John is a proven and well-respected
executive whose success is a testament

to his deep

commit-
ment to

member

service,”
said Charles T. McLeod Jr., chairman

of the Jax Federal Credit Union board

of directors. “We look forward to his

leadership and vast CFO and CEO

experience in helping guide our 86-year-
old credit union through its next phase

of growth”

Mary Svoboda, who served as
interim president and CEO, has
returned to her previous dual roles
of chief operating officer and chief
lending officer. Jax Federal Credit
Union serves over 39,000 members
across Duval, Clay, St. Johns, Baker
and Nassau counties.

JOHN SERVOS -

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty named ‘Elite’

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty
was recently recognized with the Berkshire Elite Award,
honoring the top companies in the Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices network.

The Northeast Florida real estate firm ranks No. 22 among
all Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices brokerages in its
global network based on total GCI (Gross Commission
Income.)

The company was recognized during an awards ceremony
at Sales Convention 2021, an annual gathering of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices real estate professionals. Held
virtually this year, the business and educational event

Your closest ER
is now open

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

offered opportunities to gain insight from leading speakers,
discuss market trends, network and celebrate successes.

“We are gratified to receive this honor and be recognized
alongside some of North America’s most successful and
prestigious real estate brokerages,” said Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida Network Realty President and CEO
Christy Budnick. “We appreciate our dedicated team of
Realtors, Brokers, employees and our wonderful clients
who helped us achieve this recognition.”

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network
Realty become a member of the network in 2014. The
company was founded in 1988.

From left, President and CEO Christy Budnick and Founder and Chairwoman Linda H.
Sherrer, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty.

ER care in a building all its own

When accidents and illnesses happen, time is critical. To give
you access to the emergency care your family needs, when
you need it, Ascension St. Vincent's has opened a new kind

of emergency room. At our new Ascension St. Vincent's ER
locations, you'll get the same high-quality and immediate care
you need in an emergency, in a separate building and a more
convenient location. This means getting the care you need
without navigating a hospital campus at an urgent time.

So when you need us, we'll be right here, working quickly to

deliver the care you need and connecting you to the follow-up
treatment that's right for you.

@ Now open in your community

Ascension St. Vincent's Emergency Room Westside
8083 Parramore Road
Jacksonville, FL 32244

Ascension St. Vincent's Emergency Room Arlington

9820 Hutchinson Park Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32225

GetJaxHealthCare.com

If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 911.

Ascension
St.Vincent's
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FOLEY NAMED BOLLES
DIRECTOR OF RESIDENTIAL LIFE

The Bolles School has recently selected
Mike Foley as the new director of its
residential life program. The school’s
boarding program attracts students from
around the world.

Foley has been the head of student life
and international programming, as well
as director of campus life, at Hilton Head
Preparatory School in South Carolina for
the past six years. He has also been director
of residential life at Ross School in East
Hampton, New York; director of advance-
ment at Real Life Christian Academy in
Clermont, Florida, dean of international
and domestic student services at Montverde
Academy in Montverde, Florida; and
director of athletics and summer day camp
at Windermere Preparatory School in
Windermere, Florida.
Additional roles and
experiences at these
institutions include ath-
letic director, dean of
English as a Second
Language and Pre-K-12
art teacher.

Foley has a bachelor’s
degree in Studio Art from
Denison University in
Granville, Ohio, and a
master’s degree in educa-
tion in curriculum and
instruction from University
of Phoenix.

Foley has been a guest
speaker and presenter at
numerous events. Ivy

International Group invited him to present

on “The Art of Cultural Transition in China”

and GE International asked him to present
on “The Top 5 Reasons to Attend a U.S.
Boarding School” during a European visit
to Germany, Ukraine, Hungry, Turkey,
Portugal and Spain in 2019.

“Iam thankful for the opportunity to join
the team,” Foley said. “I look forward to
continuing the tradition of excellence at
The Bolles School”

Mike and wife Stephanie and children
Luke, a current senior who is committed
to play baseball at Erskine College in South
Carolina, and Kylie, a freshman who plays
volleyball, basketball and soccer, will move
to Jacksonville from Hilton Head, South
Carolina, this summer.

The Foley family, Mike, Kylie, Luke and Stephanie, will join the Jacksonville
community this summer when Mike will take over his new
responsibilities as director of Bolles” residential life program.

JACKSONVILLE

~ Subaru of Jacksonville “Shares the Love” with
8125 000 donutlon to Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Subaru of Jacksonville gifted Wolfson
Children’s Hospital $125,000, making the
13th annual Share the Love campaign a
success!

This was the dealership’s largest gift so
far to the region’s only full-service children’s
hospital. It will be used toward advanced
technology to treat critically ill and injured
patients and toward continuing education
in child passenger safety.

During this year’s campaign, which ran
from November 19, 2020 to January 4, 2021,
Subaru of Jacksonville donated $250 for
every new vehicle purchased or leased.
Customers could choose any one of five
charities, including the dealership’s home-
town charity, Wolfson Children’s Hospital.
Additionally, Subaru of America and Subaru
of Jacksonville donated money to the hospital
for every oil change the local dealership
performed during the campaign.

Since pledging a five-year commitment
to Wolfson Children’s in 2016, Subaru of
Jacksonville has donated $601,488 to the
hospital. This year, the dealership’s owner,

WOMEN'S sillsl)-
BUSINESS CENTER

CHAMBER FOUNDATION

Phil Porter, extended the commitment by
three years, pledging a total impact of $1.25
million. Further, Subaru of Jacksonville
will sponsor other fundraising events to
benefit the hospital. “Wolfson Children’s
Hospital touches many in our community
and we're proud to support such a worthy
cause,” Porter said.

As a non-profit organization, Wolfson
Children’s Hospital relies on charitable
donations to provide care for all children
in the region, regardless creed, religion,
race, or ability to pay. As an expression of
gratitude for the generosity of Subaru’s
owner, the Wolfson Children’s Pediatric
Trauma Center is now named the Porter
Family Children’s Trauma Center.

“The services we are able to provide thanks
to the continued support of Phil Porter,
Subaru of Jacksonville, and Subaru of
America are truly life-saving,” said Michael
D. Aubin, FACHE, president of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital and interim chief
philanthropy officer for the Baptist Health
Foundation.

BUILDING BUSINESS THROUGH
INNOVATION

JWBC provides an innovative and valuable educational experience

SBA

[

that enables women in business to make sound decisions and

develop the infrastructure to facilitate growth and prosperity.

www.jaxwbc.com | JWBCemyjaxchamber.com

ﬂ JacksonvilleWBC

The Jacksonville Women's Business Center (JWBC) is a program of the JAX Chamber Foundation, a 501(c)3 organization. JWBC is partially funded by a cooperative
agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration. All SBA funded programs are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. Reasonable

accommodations for persons with disabilities and programs for non-English speaking business owners. Email jwbc@myjaxchamber.com at least one week in advance.
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JACKSONVILLE HAS A NEW LOCAL LEAGUE OF STONEWALL SPORTS

J

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

There’s a new league in the Greater Jacksonville area, Stonewall Sports Jax. This inau-
gural season’s registration brought in 290 players, divided into 15 teams. The season
opener took place on Sunday, April 11 at Willowbranch Park.

Stonewall Sports is an LGBTQ and Ally community-based, non-profit sports orga-
nization founded in 2010 that strives to raise funds for charitable organizations. (Ally
refers to allies who are in support of the LGBTQ community but do not identify as gay,
lesbian, or bisexual themselves.) The league is open to all, ages 21+. “We are thrilled
with the opportunity to launch our very own Jacksonville chapter,” said Corey J. Brown,
the local representative and sports director.

Their Vision: We believe every person should have the ability to feel comfortable
being oneself in organized sports. Our league will value each player for who they are
and what one brings to the league’s community. We also believe organized communities
have the ability and responsibility to support others in need.

Their Mission: To provide an inclusive, low-cost, high FUN sports league that is
managed as a non-profit with a philanthropic heart.

Just as Stonewall Sports national is a non-profit organization, so is the local Jacksonville
chapter. All income to the league, even from registration, goes to a charitable foundation.
Each season, Stonewall Sports Jax will choose a different local charity to support. For
spring, it's JASMYN, which supports and empowers displaced LGBTQ youth, promoting
equality and human rights.

Monetary donations are accepted and so is game equipment. Sponsorship levels are
available for businesses wishing to print their logo on jerseys, ballcaps, water bottles,
and the like. Sponsorship applications and donation packets are available on Stonewall
Sports Jax’s Facebook page and website.

This inaugural season, spring 2021, is devoted to kickball. Registration is closed now
that games have begun. There will be an upcoming summer and a fall season that will
focus on different sports of the 16 approved by the national organization. Possibilities
include beach volleyball, tennis, bocce ball, and others. Registration for these will open

Board of Directors of Jacksonville Chapter: Left to Right - Dr. Zachary Neumann (Sports Director), Travis Guthrie (Treasurer), Tonee Cudi
(Marketing Director), Angel Santiago (Technical Director), Mateo Rogers (City Commissioner), Corey Brown (Events Director).

in late May; go to https://StonewallJax.LeagueApps.com/ or StonewallSportsJax on
either Facebook or Instagram.

All spectators are welcome. Kickball games are played on the baseball grounds at
Willowbranch Park in Riverside every Sunday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The spring season
runs April 11 to May 23.

You don’t have to
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just come see Viktor!

JUAN AVENUE | HOURS: TUE-SAT 9-5:30 | 904.786.5424 | VIKTORSPAYLESS.COM
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YMCA’s STRONGER TOGETHER bash recognizes
volunteers and donors, sets fundraising goal

The YMCA of Florida’s First Coast recently celebrated organizations
and individuals who are helping it meet its mission to transform
lives during its eleventh annual Y-Bash “STRONGER TOGETHER”
event. The organization also announced it fundraising goal to raise
$2.147 million to support programs such as safety around water,
youth development and supporting seniors.

“When the pandemic landed on our doorstep and we had to close
our First Coast Y branches, we were determined to find ways to
stay connected to our members and support our community; said
Eric K. Mann, YMCA of Florida’s First Coast president and CEO.

“The work we do has never been more important, and we're grateful
for the many staff members, generous donors, volunteers, members
and partners who have invested their time and talent to help
maintain the Y’s commitment to build a brighter future”

VyStar Credit Union was presented with
the 2020 Corporate Partner of the Year
award during the event for its more than
two decades of work with the Y. VyStar
employees are involved as advisory board
volunteers across First Coast YMCA
branches. VyStar has also been a critical
community partner during Y events such
as Operation Salute Back to School Bash
and Thingamajig, as well as corporate
wellness initiatives.

“We were glad to work with the Y to help
serve our community amidst the pandemic,
and we're appreciative of this recognition
of our alignment with the Y to support
community building, our youth and our
military,” said Brian Wolfburg, president
and CEO of VyStar Credit Union.

The Y also recognized its Employees of
the Year, Allison Krabill and Nicole Payne. As executive director
of the First Coast Y’s Camp Immokalee, Krabill provided critical
support to Keystone Heights families in need of emergency childcare
and led virtual fitness classes for kids to ensure they had opportunities
to stay active and healthy.

As the group exercise leader at the Brooks Family YMCA, Payne
worked with the Y’s largest LIVESTRONG program which supports
cancer survivors. She also helped Christmas wishes come true for
more than 100 deserving children.

Shelly Boynton was honored as Volunteer of the Year for her 10
years of service on the First Coast YMCA’s Metropolitan Board
where she supported the development of the Stronger Together
campaign, leading more than 40 volunteers across the First Coast
to represent all 15 Y branch locations.

STRIDES FOR PRIDE IS ONE FUR THE HISTURY BUUKS

Despite the virtual nature of this year’s JASMYN 5K Strides for
Pride run/walk, the LGBT community and allied supporters
came out to support kids, teens, adults, families, gay and straight
of all races and cultural backgrounds.

Runners and walkers of all fitness levels were challenged to
raise funds on their own funds, by earning sponsorships from
their peers and businesses. Race packages and pickups were made
available at the event in Riverside Park April 24, where race entrants
were welcome by the JU Cheer Squad as sponsors and volunteers
handed out bags, swag, t-shirts, and medals along with a brief
photo op.

Individuals was asked to create a fundraising page to support
JASMYN through the event and teams were also able to raise
funds, as the best team and best individuals collected prizes, any
individual that raised over 250-dollars won a special, limited
edition JASMYN mask.

This year, the organization kicked off a pet photo opportunity
to showcase the area’s top dog in the Pets for Pride Photo Contest.
The winning pet who gets the most votes online will be crowned
as JASMYN’s animal mascot for the calendar year.

Information was unavailable by press time to announce winners,
stay tuned for results in an upcoming issue of Resident News.
Photos by danharrisphotoart.com.

COMMUNITY & NEWCOMERS GUIDE
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Taking Space
Reservations

NOW!
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A coveted resource by local
realtors, Historic Life —
Community & Newcomers
Guide is today’s answer to
the Welcome Wagon.

Offering more than 100
pages of information about
SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS,
CULTURE, neighborhood
PARKS, SPORTS VENUES
and much more, this glossy
go-to guide is helpful to
longtime residents and new-
to-the-neighborhood alike.
Every page guarantees your
message will be seen!
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A BERRY
-~ GOOD
TIME

b : North Florida School of Special
_ A ' 3 . |/ Education’s Reimagined Berry Good
Kelly and Craig Risdon Larry and Patton Webe, Nicholas and Lauren Courtney Farms Weekend Festival, April 8 - 1J,

. : dished up a culinary weekend filled

with live music, delicious food,
entertainment, and a celebration of
community. This four-day fundraising
event allowed guests to safely enjoy
the NFSSE campus highlighting the
exciting, new Delores Barr Weaver
Therapeutic Equestrian Center. Event
chairs, Maren and Paul Bertozzi, led
the event which raised more than
$150,000 for the school’s academics
and programs for students with mild

L ol N to moderate intellectual and :
Mark Wilhelm, Mark Mitchell and Nicholas Courtney Gene Baker with Valorie Baker, : developmental differences. - g3 ¢ . }.' e
head of St. Johns Country Day School : . . : " N
The school’s signature fundraising Nicole Brose, Cathie Godward and Bo Bonenberger

event, Dinner on the Farm, was a enjoy Farmaritas at Concert on the Farm.

DAY SCHOOL GALA CREATES OLD ~ lciusicensveraceaans
I_I AVA N A EX p E R I E N C E’ RA I S ES trees, guests dined on delicious fare

under the canopy of the riding arena.

R E NOVATION FU N DS Local restaurateur, Jon Insetta of

Restaurant Orsay, partnered with

Guests attending St. Johns Country Day School’s Gala and Auction experienced “A Night NFSSE’s new executive chef, Carrie

in Old Havana” on April 10 at Timuquana Country Club. The evening’s events included Eagle, and the culinary team to create

cocktails, tapas, live music by Arriba El So, and a silent and live auction. a memorable dining experience.
The event raised more than $100,000 in support of the School's quad and deck renovations. Along with the Equestrian Center

The space serves as the epicenter of the campus and an extension of classrooms, where which opened in January 2020, the

students practice teamwork, creativity, communication skills and more. Along with a newly Berry Good Farms Weekend Festival

renovated deck and quad areq, a new brick walkway will connect the Lower School with spotlighted the school's microenterprises

the Middle and Upper Schools. which provide vocational training to Event Chairs Maren and Paul Bertozzi being presented with
The project is slated to start this summer. : students ages 18 and up. custom stained glass by Art With Soul Artist, Braxton Beattie.

Only
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OYSTER PERPETUAL 31
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2203 Miller Oaks Court, Jacksonville 2724 Scott Mill Terrace, Jacksonville
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Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741

Top Producer in Northeast Florida

Jane Chefan
904.463.1179
Jane.Chefan@FirstCoastSIR.com

Jacksonville, Florida 32207

www.underwoodjewelers.com

ROLEX W AND OYSTER PERPETUAL ARE ® TRADEMARKS.

FirstCoastSIR.com SothebysRealty.com




The Veres family enjoying M0O-vie
on the Farm Family Night.

& VISIT

FOR MORE PHOTOS |

Dr. Robin Rose, President and Chief Executive Officer of GIJ
with High School Seniors Amber Farrell from Raines High School
and reigning Miss Raines and Aniya Stamper from
Ed White High School and reigning Miss Ed White.

Celebration Luncheon Honoree Nicole
Thomas, Hospital President at Baptist
Medical Center South and her
husband, Michael Thomas.

STANDING UP AND
INVESTING IN GIRLS

Girls Inc. of Jacksonville recently honored three local supporters
during a hybrid virtual event held March 25, streamed live from
WJCT Studios. Keynote Speaker Melanie Lawson, a mentor to young
girls and NEWS4JAX Morning Show Anchor played a vital role as
the themed- Girls Rise Up — Standing with and Investing in Them!
ceremonies played out for loyal fans, donors, volunteers, as well
as friends and families of girls served by the programs.

High School senior and Luncheon Emcee Amber Ferrell welcomed
three honorees to the podium, starting with Nicole Thomas, Thomas
was awarded the Women of Vision honor, John. J. “Jack” Allen and
Mary F. Pietan were both awarded honors as Champions for Girls
during the ceremonies.

Ferrell has been in the Girls Inc. program since 6th grade and
she credits Girls Inc. for helping her be prepared to graduate from
high school in June. In addition, she will attend Florida Agricultural
and Mechanical University in Tallahassee to accomplish her goal
of majoring in biomedical science to become a dermatologist.

Girls Inc. programs help ensure girls graduate from high school
and make successful post-secondary transitions to college or the
workplace and break female generational poverty cycles.

Celebration Luncheon Honoree Mary Pietan, former President Laura and Jack Allen

of the Women’s Giving Alliance, GIJ Board Member Paula Liang
and Dr. Robin Rose, President & CEO of GIJ. PHOTOS COURTESY OF RENEE PARENTEAU

First Coast | Sotheby’s
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Ponte Vedra Beach
$2,250,000
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INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Jacksonville
RIVERFRONT $2.500,000

Ritter Soares Team
Kasey Ritter 904.449.6648

Catarina Soares 352.222.2224
ritter.soaresteam@firstcoastsir.com
M © @rittersoaresteam

LIFE’S TAKING YOU PLACES. WE WILL HELP YOU GET THERE.

© MMXXI Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC fully supports the principles of the
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PAJCIC & PAJCIC
[S PROUD TO
WELCOME ATTORNEY
JANEEN KIRCH
TO THE FIRM.

Janeen is experienced in the courtroom,
having tried more than 100 jury trials so far
in her career. She is also heavily involved
in public service to our community.

Janeen’s primary focus at the Pajcic Firm
will be on auto negligence, wrongful death,
premises liability and products liability cases.

For more than 45 years, The Law Firm

of Pajcic & Pajcic has specialized in
representing individuals and families %

who have suffered a serious injury or s
wrongful death because of the fault of others

We have handled more than 10,000 cases,
recovering over $1 billion for our clients.
Our 14 attorneys have amassed more than
400 years of combined legal experience
and zealously represent injured clients in
their time of need.

BEST
LAWFRIS

(904) 358.8881 | WWW.PAJCIC.COM
ONE INDEPENDENT DRIVE, SUITE 1900 | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202
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San Jose Car & Truck Show nets
58,616 for Bishop Snyder Center

il

On April 10, the sixth annual charity-
driven San Jose Car &Truck Show
drew its biggest crowd yet to admire
an eclectic collection of 61 classic
and modern vehicles on display at
Dupont Station Shopping Center.
The event was a huge success!

“Combined with solid support from
sponsors, the Show raised $8,616 for
the Bishop John J. Snyder Community
Center at nearby San Jose Apartments
for seniors,” said Joe DeSalvo, the
event’s coordinator.

The community center is located
between HUD-assisted San Jose
Apartments I and IT on Galicia Road
and is where many senior activities
take place. “The residents will be
pleased with the activities and things
we can do for them. We can fund the
Snyder Center for another year. We're
blessed, very blessed,” said Alma
Ballard, Executive Director of Family
Housing Management Company,
which manages the complex.

Numerous presenting sponsors,
including Key Auto Group and North
Florida Lincoln who were back for
a sixth year, helped the San Jose
Apartments Board of Directors and
staff surpass their fundraising goal.

Chris Brewer, one of this year’s
four judges, admitted it challenging
to determine the winners in 10 judged
classes. “In the end, we made the
decision to award T.J. Mesmer’s
stunning 1970 Plymouth Hemi ‘Cuda
with the prize. The quality of the
paint, the attention to detail, and the
overall presentation helped push the
muscle car over the top,” Brewer said.

Tim T.J. Mesmer’s 1970 limelight green Plymouth Hemi ‘Cuda .
convertible with its iconic shaker hood scoop, judged Best of Show.  Corvette 206, Krispy Kreme People’s Choice Award winner.

CU T Consignment
classic unigue trendy

GRAND OPENING
at our NEW STORE in Jacksonville

MAY 157 « 11-4
4452 Hendricks Ave.

SAN MARCO ROTARY HOSTS
LITTLE FREE FOOD PANTRY

Richard Mitchell’s 2017 black rose metallic Chevrolet

Take What
You Need
Leave What
You Can

Lol
Rotary Food Pantry Ribbon Cutting, March 19, photo by Howard Dyal
LEFTTO RIGHT: Logan McEwan, Amy Davis, Toby Brandon,
Rob Gainey, Meg Folds, Ruth Ann Hepler, and three students.

BEST OF SHOW
Tim Mesmer’s 1970
Plymouth Hemi ‘Cuda

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD

Richard Mitchell’s 2017 Corvette Z06 On Friday, March 19, the San Marco Rotary Club had a ribbon cutting ceremony for

their Little Free Food Pantry.

Present alongside Rotary members were the club’s president, Logan McEwan; the
school’s assistant principal, Toby Brandon; guidance counselor, Rob Gainey; and several
students. Rotarian Ruth Ann Hepler declared it an “exciting event!”

The mini pantry is hosted by the Rotary Club and is located outside the gate of Spring
Park Elementary School. It is open to the public for those in need to help themselves.
There are no specific hours of operation and no questions asked.

Donations of non-perishable food items and toiletries are welcome, provided that
they fit inside the former newspaper box.

For further information, contact Ruth Ann Hepler at (904) 923-1616.

BEST CLASSIC AMERICAN - PRE-1970
Pam and Steve Kerlin's
1957 Chevrolet Bel Air Nomad

BEST CLASSIC FOREIGN — PRE-1970
Hardy Fletcher’s 1966
Volkswagen Beetle

BEST MUSTANG
Mike Caudill’'s 2016 GT350

BEST MODERN ERA CAR
Fred Yarbrough’s 2020 Dodge
Challenger Hellcat Redeye

BEST CORVETTE
Mike Relick’s 1958 Corvette
Convertible

BEST EUROPEAN

(tie): Tren and Donna Brownley’s
1974 Triumph TR6 and Robert Hegi's
1998 BMW M3

[/Ip

LEGENDS

Of REAL ESTATE

BEST EUROPEAN - PRE-1970
Richard and Sharon Pierce’s
1963 Austin-Healey Sprite

BEST TRUCK
Randy Downing’s 1951 Dodge M37

BEST TRUCK - PRE-1970
Mike Farhat’s 1959 Chevrolet

Apache 3600

A photo gallery of the Show 5 Tony Carilﬂ:altes
as | can be viewed at ets REALTOR®
www.DeremerStudios.com : - Get You 904.536.5779
HO m e .’ tony@tonygetsyouhome.com

Baa ®

Tony admits that real estate has always been in his heart. What this
doesn’t tell you is that he leads his business with his heart.

The Legends of Real Estate is proud to announce the addition of Tony
Caribaltes to our family.

Tony was raised in a real estate family and, after a few career detours,
started on the path of his own real estate business. Tony’s customers
are drawn to his personality, knowledge and understanding of the real
estate processes, relatability, sense of humor and ability to speak for the
voiceless members of the family, the family pets.

Keep an eye out for Tony in the neighborhood. You may catch a
glimpse of him passing by with Hans, his trusty VW Bug!

We are thrilled that Tony has selected the Legends to partner with in
the next level of his business growth. Welcome Tony.

Bl ko
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Luxur); E'drhsignment for
fashionistas, trend setters,

If you are interested in joining or finding out more about

a career in real estate please feel free to reach out to our
Broker/Owner Audrey Lackie at 904-703-7652.

i 904.900.3816

. [} ec.uT.Cons
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and bargain hunters alike!

] Email: CUTconsignment@att.net
', . We invite you to see what the chatter is all about!
ignment @CUTconsign

e, ol s B e AT e g e

1343 Rogero Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32211
1236 3rd St S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
6018 San Jose Blvd W, Jacksonville, FEL 32217
www.thelegendsofrealestate.com
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COUNTRY MUSIC GROUP HELPS RAISE FUNDS

Chuck and Michele Divita

Suahivm

=

Mayo Clinic CEQ_Dr. Kent Thielen and wife Dr. Jackie Thielen

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED + ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

BREAST CANCER PATIENT REVIEWS

% % %k ok ok
“Dr.Afshari performed a lumpectomy
on me in July. He was so thorough and
kind when explaining the procedure.
He made me feel so comfortable. He
is a very knowledgeable Surgeon and
tells you straight up what to do and
not do. | have been back a couple of
times for follow ups and he keeps me
laughing with his wonderful personality.
I would recommend him to all my family
and friends.”

—-PS.

* %k % k k
“Dr Afshari is the best surgeon. He
makes you understand everything that
is going to happen. And makes you
feel your in good hands. He has done
a amazing job with my lumpectomy
and my port removal. | have one more
surgery to remove a seroma in a couple
weeks. But | know he will do a amazing
job. I was so scared when [ was told |
had breast cancer. Glad | was sent to
you Dr Afshari.”

- M.M.

Decades of leading-edge knowledge & experience
in your neighborhood with a personal touch.
Breast cancer, thyroid and parathyroid surgery.

Dr. Sohrab Afshari
MD, FACS

GENERAL SURGERY
AMERICAN BOARD OF SURGERY
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

+

Baptist Medical
Center

Memorial
Hospital

2311 University Blvd West

(904) 636-0200
afsharisurgicall@gmail.com

+

St. Vincent’s Medical
Center Southside

More than 400 people attended this year’s
digital experience on April 14th, which was
emceed by J.P. Shadrick, radio and TV host
for the Jaguars, and chaired by Michele and
Chuck Divita, Executive Vice President
Commercial Markets at GuideWell and
Florida Blue.

The evening also featured the compelling
story of alocal Jacksonville man who suffered
sudden cardiac arrest in his home and
survived due to his wife’s immediate CPR
response prior to the arrival of paramedics.

Funds from the event support life-saving
research, education and raising awareness
for cardiovascular diseases and stroke.
“Our team was so thrilled by the remarkable

attendance for this year’s digital experience,”
said Amber Wilson, executive director of
the First Coast American Heart Association.

“Every year we are honored and amazed by
the tremendous support we receive within
our community at Heart Ball. This year was
no different and we look forward to returning
to the ballroom in 20227

San Marco Preservation celebrates parks, quality of life

The annual Wine Down in the Parks
celebration, hosted annually by the San
Marco Preservation Society, was a success
for the local preservation group. Patrons,
organizers, and volunteers survived an early
threat of rain, as the skies opened with
sunshine in the latter part of Saturday
afternoon, March 24. Ticket purchasers
were spared disappointment, and instead,
were afforded an opportunity for networking
and building of rapport with other like-
minded locals.

San Marco Preservation Society leaders
welcomed vendors of fine foods, cocktails
and beverage providers, and musicians as
they set up for live performances and wine

Matt Carlucci and Jonathan Davis

J_/"!/Give het a clean E?]T ;{rﬁ)la] 97
w / /computer that she p 4‘10 3 1 o]
4R _ . . o cr.410. gmail.com
) e will use every day! www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com

Ortega Computer Repair

Why waste money on flowers and chocolate?

Monday - Friday: 9:30 - 5:30 e Saturday: 10:30 - 4:00

was poured to kick things off. All the
participating sponsors and vendors were
local, keeping the charm and appeal of the
business community in focus.

Wine Down in the Parks helps showcase
the excellent green spaces and park amenities
of Whatley, Davin, and Balis Parks, a few of
our city’s finest and most well-cared for parks,
due to the extra blood, sweat, and tears of
SMPS and the SMMA (San Marco Merchants
Association).

A plethora of sponsors helped make this
year special, for more information about
how you can participate further in future
functions to support SMPS, visit smpsjax.
org to learn more.
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Breezy Jazz House,

Jacksonvi
jazz club,

Great jazz. Great food. Great times. Right
here in San Marco. It’s the grand re-opening
of Breezy Jazz House, a premier dining space
and jazz club, perfect for an intimate meal
or a group gathering with a backdrop of
sophisticated, live music.

On December 31, 2020, Breezy Jazz House
celebrated the move into its larger locale on
San Marco Boulevard, complete with on-site
parking, valet if desired. Executive space is
now available for rent to host private parties.
Outdoor seating is an option if preferred,
and the new full-glass roll-up wall guarantees
that guests won’t miss a note of the music
from inside.

Many may recognize the name Breezy Jazz
Club from the former location on Adams
Street downtown from 2016 to 2020. The site
was one of the official locations for the annual
Jax Jazz Fest After Dark in 2017, 2018, and
2019. As Breezy’s popularity expanded, so
did its venue, from 2,800 square feet to 4,400.

Along with a slight change in name and a
new location came an upgrade in image and
standards from a casual club to Jacksonville’s
premier elite Jazz House, echoing those found
in New York, Chicago, and London. VIP
Gold membership packages are available,
which include unlimited visits for six months
at a choice table, complimentary top shelf
cocktail and hot appetizer each visit, and
25% off cover for your guests.

le’s premier elite
10w In San Marco

Breezy Jazz House offers a concert hall,
liquor lounge, and full restaurant. The menu
includes a variety of American cuisine options,
including delectable seafood, juicy chicken
and steak dishes, as well as vegan entrees and
sides. Each entree bears the name of a famous
jazz artist. Miles Davis White Fish with Spinach
and Sarah Vaughan’s Ribeye are favorites.
History lines the walls—framed photos and
written biographies of the jazz greats.

Breezy’s founder is Thea Jeffers, the
Philadelphia-born, California-trained interior
designer who has been living and working
in Jacksonville for the past three decades.
Co-owner is Thea’s husband, US Navy
Lieutenant Commander Bernett Jeffers. Their
club’s general manager, who has been over-
seeing daily operations for the past two years,
is Andre Tyler. In the kitchen is culinary
artist and celebrity chef, Chef Phantom.

Breezy Jazz House is about sophistication
in all aspects. Its ambiance is upscale and
elegant. The house dress code welcomes
business casual through black tie attire. To
comply with COVID protocols, face masks
are required when walking about the venue,
but not while eating, drinking, or playing a
jazz instrument.

Reservations are not required but are
recommended at least two days prior to your
visit, as available general and VIP seating is
often limited for walk-ups.

Clogging your drain
IS your business.

Unclogging It Is ours.

384-5661

Where the Pros Work

PLUMBING INC.

CALL TODAY!
904.384.5661

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

We handle Plumbing Emergencies:

Cast Iron Replacement

| Re-Piping | Drain Cleaning

Toilet & Faucet Repairs | Slab Leaks

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204 |

GET $25 OF

TerryVereenPlumbing.net

YOUR SERVICE

CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN MAY !

CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy! |

presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted.

I Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be I

Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires May 30, 2021.

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

v
 CHEF PHANTOM

Wednesday

5-7 p.m. Happy Hour drink specials

6-9 p.m. Live jam sessions by local
students with professors

Thursday
5-7 p.m. Happy Hour drink specials
6-9 p.m. Live jazz music - local artists

Friday-Saturday
7-1a.m. Doors open
9-12 a.m. Live jazz music

THEA JEFFERS WITH HUSBAND AND CO-OWNER LIEUTENANT
COMMANDER BERNETT JEFFERS AND DAUGHTER TIARA BREE.

“On weekends, our guests don’t leave when the music stops.
Guests and club members are welcome to stay after the last sax
is packed. Come see our new look and the new feel of Breezy,”

-Thea Jeffers, Breezy Juzz House Founder

Breezy Jazz House is located at 1402 San Marco Boulevard at the corner of Nira Street,
open Wednesday through Saturday nights for dinner, drinks, and live jazz music.
Reserve a table by calling (904) 204-JAZZ or visiting www.BreezyJazzHouse.com.
Students for Wednesday jam sessions, sign up online. Local jazz artists for Thursday
through Saturday, send application videos to BreezyJazzClub@gmail.com.

serving dinner
friday & saturday

a
bellwether

BELLWETHERJAX.COM
117 W Forsyth St / 904.802.7745
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If You Need To Buy Or Sell...Call Missie Sarra LePrell!

Missie Sarra LePrell,
Broker Associate, GRI
Multi Million Dollar Producer
V*‘- 904.803.4141
. |Missie@MissieSold.com

“Expect The Best”

€D RE/MAX
.~ SPECIALISTS

e
@‘ Each office independently owned and operated.
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CEREMONIAL
WHITE DOVE
RELEASES

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
Resident Community News

hen ceremonial white
doves lift up and soar oft
into the sky, it is a
mesmerizing, achingly
beautiful sight that
momentarily stops time. Throughout history,
pristine white doves have symbolically and
visually embodied the deepest human
emotions, whether of sorrow and loss, joyful
celebration or religious significance.

However, those lifetime memories inspired
by white doves released heavenward, harshly
contrast with what can happen next, if the
released birds are not professionally trained
to fly home. What happens to white doves
after release? Sadly, few people ask questions,
or verify professional credentials of anyone
offering the service.

Healthy birds professionally bred and
trained for their superior homing instincts
and flight skills, and banded for owner

identification, are the only birds that should
be used for humane ceremonial release,
according to the National White Dove Release
Society (NWDRS), American Dove Association
(ADA), National Pigeon Association (NPA)
and the National Audubon Society (NAS).
Professional bird trainer/handlers belong to
one or more of these organizations and abide
by established, ethical standards of bird care
and ownership.

Trained homing birds rise directly up into
the sky after release, circle above to gain their
bearings and fly away. Capable of flight speeds
from 70 mph to 80 mph or more, with quick
maneuverability and keen vision, they swiftly
reach their highest flight elevation. This ascent
helps thwart hawks who hunt by high-speed
downward dives. The birds return directly
to their home lofts, usually with a 90% or
higher safe return rate, according to experts.

Untrained, non-homing birds released for
ceremonies, usually land immediately and
may never leave the release area. Those
blindingly white birds, fed, watered and
protected from their hatch date, have no
knowledge of how to find safe food, water
and shelter. Confused and waiting to be cared
for, they perch in trees, stand or aimlessly
walk around, approach or follow people: easy
prey for air and land predators. Others die
of dehydration or starvation.

One local expert, bird trainer/handler of
fifty years, Mike Pirrone and his wife, Carolyn,
formed their business, Pirrone White Dove
Release, in 1996. Their business was a complete
surprise. Mike Pirrone unintentionally bred

two white birds from his flock of racing
pigeons; a forty-year hobby that won him
countless awards. Pirrone took his white birds
to St. Paul’s Catholic Church, for release
during services. That sparked continuous
requests for white dove release ceremonies.

“We see the birds - living symbols of purity
and hope - bring comfort, peace and closure
for grieving families or add so much joy to
celebrations. We meet wonderful people who
invite us into their lives to share and
commemorate their sacred milestone events
and we realized, this is what we are meant to
do,” the couple said. “Money is not the priority.
What these white birds mean to people, the
emotions of the release ceremony and how
it affects families, that’s what matters”

There is some confusion about the seemingly
interchangeable use of the terms dove and
pigeon to describe these white birds.
According to the National Audubon Society,
there are approximately 300 different species
of doves and pigeons in the family Columbidae.
Renowned ornithologist Kenn Kaufman,
Audubon field editor and author of multiple
bird field guides, explained that, “...pigeon
and dove are two different words for birds
in that family...like egret and heron”

Although related, birds capable of learning
to home long distances after release, are not
domestic doves, Ringneck Doves or other
varieties often sold at pet stores, pet bird
shows or online. The birds with powerful
homing instincts and fast distance flight
ability are homing pigeons specifically bred
for their white color.

Neighborhood
Needs You!

How can you help?

« Organize a cleanup

+ Volunteer at a
Keep Jacksonville Beautiful
annual cleanup

+ Adopt a roadway — :
« Join others in planting a tree"at a local park =

You provide the elbow grease; we will provide the cleanup supplies for free!
- S~ — e

Check out our new website to request cleaﬁp supplies or get an ===

THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE &
(KEEP JACKSONVILLE BEAUTIFUL

Jom Volunteers around Duval County to help keep Jacksonville beautiful
by.removing litter and debrls from parks, boat ramps.and nelghborhoods

Celebrate

America!
Join hundreds of

“volunteers for the s

annual Post - July 4t
= ,each Cleanup| ==

Monday, JuIy 5th, 2021

7a.m =9 a.m,

Atlantic Beach at the ocean

Adopt-A-Road application: https://ga-jaxnhorg.coj.net. Or call 255-8276. } -

g
DRIWE IT HOME

KEEP OUR PARADISE LITTER-FREE'
CleanFLroads.com

Join the Florida Department of
Transportation’s Team and together ...

LET'S FOCUS®
ON LITT“ER PREVENTION

DRIWE |1 HOME

A feer KEEP OUR PARADISE LITTER-FREE"®
@ o 1 7 @ CleanFLroads.com FDD:ﬂ

Adminishotio

Beach Boulevard at the?cean

= Seagate Avenue at the ocean ™

-

This ad made possible by a generous grant to Keep Jacksonville Beautiful by the Florida Department of Transportation.

SURFING'S EVOLUTION
& PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
W EnclessSummerPlate.com

FOR INFORMATION CALL (904) 255-8276 OR VISIT COJ.NET

Keep Jacksonville Beautiful

38th Anniversary Event
TBD

St. Johns River
Celebration Cleanup

March 20, 2021

8 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Various sites around Duval County

July 5th Beaches Cleanup
7 a.m.-9a.m.

Atlantic Beach at the ocean
Beach Boulevard at the ocean
Seagate Avenue at the ocean

International Coastal Cleanup
September 18, 2021

9a.m.—11am.

Various sites around Duval County

Right Whale Litter Cleanup
Nov. 6, 2021

8a.m.—10 a.m.

Seawalk Pavilion

1st St. North

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

America Recycles Day

November 2021
Date, Time and Location TBD

** Dates and location of events are subject to change.

Mike & Carolyn Pirrone holding their ceremonial white birds in
front of one of their lofts.n front of their home loft.

Homing pigeons possess an internal
compass in their brains. Once successfully
trained, that compass guides them with
unerring accuracy back to their home loft.
This ability made them valuable throughout
history as messenger-carriers, and later for
the worldwide sport of pigeon racing.
Homing carrier pigeons were used extensively
for military communications by the 19th
century. They were the only reliable means
of communication during both world wars.

The Pirrones band and train their birds to
home as soon as the chicks are weaned, at

Keep Jacksonville Beautiful
Commission 2021 Calendar
of Annual Projects & Events
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about a month of age. From initial short
backyard flights to and from their lofts, by
the age of five months they easily fly fifty
miles back to their home loft. Because these
birds can live up to twenty years, this
commitment is longterm. The Pirrones keep
every bird for the duration of its lifetime,
which currently has Mike busy constructing
another new loft for additional space.

The white color that distinguishes these
birds as an historical symbol of love, hope,
peace and purity, also makes them more
vulnerable to predators after release; a fact
upheld by critics of release ceremonies as
inhumane.

The Pirrones, parents of two and doting
grandparents of five, care for their birds as
lovingly as their children. They painstakingly
take every possible precaution, and say the
birds are born to fly and love the freedom
of release and flight back home. Every Pirrone
bird is blessed by a Catholic priest from
their church.

With safety a constant priority, the Pirrones
have a proven system for successful flights.
Only fully trained birds are released, in pairs
or more; they fly best in a flock. The Pirrones
are practically meteorologists, who follow
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association) reports and monitor weather
conditions 24/7. Their birds only fly in daylight
and good weather; rain or wind postpones
or cancels events. They inspect release sites

BLK
SHP

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

|934 OAK STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32204

prior to every ceremony to assess danger and
are experts at spotting, distracting or
warding off hawks pre-release. They only
accept events within fifty miles of the birds’
home loft, although the birds are capable of
longer distance flights.

Mr. Pirrone, one of eight sons born to a
large Italian family in Philadelphia, grew
up raising racing pigeons and shared a
lifelong love of the birds and the sport, with
his father. After he and Carolyn married,
they relocated to Jacksonville in 1980. The
Pirrones had careers: he in the Mayport
shrimp industry and Carolyn at Mayo,
Landstar and Ford.

Their “retirement” business training birds
for release ceremonies comes complete with
special decorations, creative baskets for the
birds and a framed dove keepsake for
participants. They keep in touch with families
and both agree that it has brought a higher,
completely unexpected purpose to their lives.

The Pirrones describe a dark side to this
beautiful ceremonial tradition, and it centers
around unscrupulous individuals who
purchase any white squabs (fledgling birds)
to use for release ceremonies. Purchased for
a few dollars from poultry farms, backyard
breeders or elsewhere, these birds are bought
solely for their white color, not any homing
or distance flight ability, with no intention
of any training.

These birds are often kept in squalid
conditions, with little or no recommended
care or necessary vaccines to prevent disease
and infection. They are not treated with
any compassion, but are deliberately raised
as cheaply as possible: products to be sold,
released and abandoned for maximum,
quick profit.

This article was inspired by the day my
daughter called home from college to tell me
two pure white doves — with no leg bands -
were on her dorm balcony, obviously tame
and begging for food. What followed was a
lot of research that resulted in a happy ending
for those birds and a need to publicize the

facts and issues regarding white doves released
for ceremonies.

If an obviously tame, lost, ill or injured
bird is found, first secure the space where
they are located to prevent flight, or provide
safe confinement in a pet crate or cardboard
box with holes for light and air. Next, provide
bird seed and water. Note any injures or if
the bird’s leg is banded. Whether it is white
or has colors, write down the number and
letters on the leg band and contact: www.
nwdrs.org, National White Dove Release
Society or www.npausa.com, National Pigeon
Association. The band number and letters
identify that bird, its owner and registration
for safe return. If there is no identification
band, contact any local animal welfare
organization, bird rescue group or lost pet
organization for help.

Those interested in a professional white
dove release ceremony, can visit the following
websites for extensive information and how
to contact a reputable, professional homing
bird trainer/handler.

John Glisson overcame autism to earn the rank of Eagle Scout
and is pictured with his father, George Glisson at a white dove
release ceremony held in his honor by his family.

WHITE DOVE
RELEASE
PROFESSIONALS

Pirrone White Dove Release

(904 ) 610-6828
jax@pirronewhitedoverelease.com
www.pirronewhitedoverelease.com

National White Dove Release
Society & Directory

www.nwdrs.org

The White Dove Directory
www.whitedovedirectory.com

National Pigeon Association
WwWw.npausa.com

American Dove Association
www.americandoveassociation.com

Let our backyard be
your next vacation.

Few things feed the soul like the warmth of the sun, fresh air,

Stay, play & enjoy a
membership today!

We look forward to welcoming you with
gracious hospitality and being your next

staycation. Let us help you put the last few
months behind you and create cherished

memories for years to come.

a sparkling blue pool and being together with friends and family.

L.

2

EPPING-FOREST

YACHT & COUNTRY CLUB

Rediscover the value of life’s simple pleasures. Contact Kimberly Patterson for more information.
904.421.2236 | kyounkin@gatehospitality.com
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TAYLOR
RICHARDSON
IS REACHING
FOR THE
STARS

At only 17 years old, Taylor Richardson has
already impacted the local community, the
country, the world. She aspires to someday
impact space.

Taylor is determined to visit Mars. “A little
Black girl walking around in an astronaut’s
suit saying she wants to go to Mars was a
very lofty dream. But she is doing the work
to try to ensure that,” said her mother, Latonja
Richardson.

Taylor’s service and advocacy work began
when she was 9 years old when she built a
Mars colony, a project that earned her a
stay at Alabama’s Space Camp where she

was the only Black girl of 500 attending.

There, she was given the nickname Astronaut
StarBright.

“Most people know her for her philanthropy
skills. In the last three years, Taylor has raised
almost $250,000 for girls’ empowerment and
STEM resources for girls, particularly girls

of color, not just nationally, but internationally
as well,” said Latonja.

“Through my work, the legacy I want to
leave behind is to bring a sisterhood of
warriors with me all the way to the stars by
disrupting the status quo where Black girls
like me have equal representation at the table,”
Taylor said. And her intention is not only to
benefit Black girls, but all girls.

Taylor launched The Black Friend Challenge,
hoping to distribute 100 copies of the book
The Black Friend by Frederick Joseph as a
way to prompt dialogue to combat racism.
So far, she’s raised over $22,000, and all 21
Jacksonville public libraries now have the
book available, as do over 30 states and 40
US Embassies.

In June 2019, Taylor was the first Black
girl and the youngest ever to receive an

“Aspiring EVE” award by The Florida Times-

Union. Though she is still too young to

vote, in summer 2019, Taylor helped 150
Jacksonville youth register to vote. She has
been interviewed on national news shows
along with celebrities like Oprah Winfrey
and Mae Jemison, the first African American
woman to travel through space.

Taylor has spoken at conferences around
the world to push #RepresentationMatters.
She has graced the covers of two scholastic
science magazines. She was voted 2017
Girl of the Year for Women in Aviation,
being the first African American girl to
do so. She is featured in two documentary
films that are doing well in festivals across
the country. She has her own Wikipedia
page, and a list of other accomplishments
too lengthy to print.

As a young child, Taylor was bullied due
to the color of her skin and to her diagnosis
of ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder). She changed the acronym to

PHOTO CREDIT:
RENEE PARENTEAU

TAYLOR RICHARDSON

Abundantly Different Happily Divine,
trademarked that name, and now sells
ADHD apparel. The proceeds she donates
to a local ADHD foundation and to space
initiatives.

Taylor has proven that labels of any sort
need not hold anyone back from following
their dreams and achieving their goals. “What
I'm most proud about with Taylor is not her
successes but how she has handled her failures,
how she has handled being bullied,” said
Latonja.

Despite her early setbacks, Taylor is currently
a junior at The Bolles School, maintaining
a 3.8 GPA while attending virtual classes.
Her next step is college; she wants to be a
physician, a scientist, and an astronaut. Then,
it’s to Mars.

“Kids are not ‘the future;’ we are here now.
We are not going to change the world ‘someday;’
we are already doing it,” Taylor said.

Troop 55 Celebrate 100 Years

With high spirits, Troop 35 Scouts and adult leaders
defied a blustery Nor'easter morning as they prepared
for and celebrated Troop 35’s 100th Anniversary and
Scout Sunday Celebration at Southside United Methodist
Church of Jacksonville, Florida.

Tasty refreshments included a delightful menu of
donuts, fruit, juice, and a coffee bar. Displays of Troop
Memories & History shared Troop 35’ history of its
charter and brought to light the remembrances of Troop
35’ adventures of past years.

Current and Alumni Scouts participated in SUMC’s
3 worship services. Scouts presented the liturgical
readings and prayers. Troop Alumni presented the
history of US Scouting and Troop 35’s Charter history.
They also recounted their experiences as a Scout with
Troop 35, and shared what Scouting had provided them
into adulthood.

Max Stein and Todd Mollitt
recount their friendship that began in Scouting.
Now, their sons continue the legacy of
adventures in the Scouting journey.

b | i"u
Pastor Philip with Troop 35. Troop 35 Centennial and Scout Sunday Celebration. Sunday, March 21, 2021

BALLPARK

TRIPLE-A EAST SOUTHEAST DIVISION
CHA - CHARLOTTE KNIGHTS (CWS)
DUR - DURHAM BULLS (TB)

GWI - GWINNETT STRIPERS (ATL)

JAX - JACKSONVILLE JUMBO SHRIMP (MIA)
MEM - MEMPHIS REDBIRDS (STL)

NAS - NASHVILLE SOUNDS (MIL)

NOR - NORFOLK TIDES (BAL)
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San Jose Episcopal Day School

Simulates Pioneer Times

On April 14th, fourth-grade classrooms at
San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS) were
transformed into an 1800s schoolhouse.

Electronics were put away. Electricity
was turned off. Chalk and slates displaced
pencils and paper. The day’s lessons included
bible instruction and directions in butter
making. Students dressed in period fashion
and carried lunch in a pail, by basket, or
tied to the end of a stick. At recess, pioneer
games, like a horseshoe toss, replaced
modern pastimes.

Students toss horseshoes at recess.

Florida history is a required component
of the school’s curriculum, and this sim-
ulation was done in an effort to teach
students about the adventures and hardships
experienced by pioneers of days gone by.

“It was a great day;” said Megan Trumpler,
4th Grade Teacher at SJEDS.

Since 1950, San Jose Episcopal Day
School has been inspiring a passion for
learning, a life of integrity, and a heart for
Christian service. The school’s mission is
to educate mind, body, and spirit.

Students write with white chalk on black slate.

The Preschool
@ n San Marco

a ministry of
Southside Baptist Church

.

NOW ENROLLING!

7

b

Is, 2s, 3s, VPK

We want to provide a loving and
friendly Christian atmosphere
where growing a child’s spiritual,
social, mental, and physical needs
can be nurtured and developed.

-

== ssbc.org/ ThePreschoolSM

— -

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ...

FIRST SPLASHES

| TARVER POOL

The family convened for a celebratory
jump recently — launching a new addition
to Bolles Aquatics. The Pearsons’ five children
are Emmy, who graduated from Bolles in
2019, and current students, senior Kallie,
sophomore Jessie, seventh grader Jack, and
fourth grader Charley.

The Pearsons’ philanthropy advances the
future of Bolles Swimming, an area of
athletics that has been personally meaningful
to the family over the years. The Pearsons
have been avid participants in and supporters
of competitive swimming and are committed
to taking the Bolles Swimming and Diving
program to new levels. Missy’s sister, Katie
Jason Oldoerp, swam for Bolles from
1989-1994 and went on to swim collegiately
at Dartmouth College.

“Our goal is to offer a program to develop
people of excellence and elite performances
and Tarver Pool takes us to the next level,”

Bolles Head Coach and Aquatics Director
Peter Verhoef said.

Missy’s grandfather, Jack Tarver was
chairman of the board of Cox Enterprises,
the publisher of the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, chairman of the board of
Atlanta’s Federal Reserve Bank and chairman
of the Associated Press at the time of his
passing in 1999. He left a widow, Margaret
Taylor Tarver, and two children, including
daughter Margaret Tarver Jason, Missy’s
mother.

The Tarver Pool completes Phase I of the
redevelopment of Bolles’ pool facilities.
Work now enters Phase II of planned
expansion for Bolles’ aquatics program,
which includes expansion of the dry-land
training room, welcome center, coaches
offices and new meeting/venue space
overlooking both the school’s Uible Pool
and the track and stadium area.

Purchase tickels from
Ri er«_;‘de Av le Preservation

RAP

RIVERSIDE
AVONDALE

PRESERVATION
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Wolfson students exceed
fundraising goal

= A
Rynna Burgbacher, Sam Davis, Will Brandler, and
Leah Troup compete at Trivia Night fundraiser.

The students of Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced
Studies have exceeded their fundraising goal to
benefit Children’s Miracle Network. The Wolfson
Student Government set their sights on $3,000, but
the Wolfpack actually raised $4,129.92, making the
high school the first in North Florida to meet, and
then surpass, its fundraising goal last month.

The students participated in a variety of fundraising
events to make the accomplishment possible,
including candy grams at Valentine’s Day and a
Friday Trivia Night held in the school’s courtyard.

In late March, the Wolfson Student Government
Association under the leadership of club sponsor
and English teacher Caitlyn Glynn hosted the first
Dance Marathon for Duval County Public Schools.
This event is a popular tradition on college campuses
across the country and has been adapted by many
private schools across North Florida. It's a fundraiser
designed to bring school students and community
members together in support of a greater cause
while having plenty of fun. Although this year’s
Dance Marathon had to be held virtually due to
the pandemic, it was a huge success for Wolfson.

ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL YOUTH GROUP DONATES HYGIENE KITS

. _ i ‘ . ‘: = e

Neighborhood helpers —
Sydney Lee, Minka Mathews,
Greenley Mathews, and Emily Parry.

The All Saints Episcopal CREW (Christians ready, equipped,
and willing) youth group, under the leadership of Hillary
Citrano, assembled and donated over 125 hygiene kits to the
Children’s Home Society of Florida (CHS). Each kit contained
various toiletries, face mask, and hand sanitizer. The hygiene
supplies were delivered to Emily Williamson at CHS in brand
new duffel bags donated by a church parishioner, Julia Suddath,
to fill important needs for the children and youth of the Society.

“This was such a great project, and I'm incredibly proud of
our junior youth group!” Citrano said.

The CREW had little neighborhood helpers taking part in
the project, too. During the pandemic, Citrano began on her
front lawn reading stories and doing crafts with children of
her neighborhood. When she told a group of little girls what
her church’s middle school youth group was doing, the
neighborhood girls took it upon themselves to collect donations
door-to-door. Citrano was so inspired by the girls’ idea, that

Community Service Day.

and a heart

Episcopal School students volunteer in
their Community Service Day

Episcopal School students made cards for people
needing hope in Jacksonville during their

; Inspiring a
C passion for
». learning, a life
of integrity,

Christian service

- s il
.’l’-._.r l. F I T

left to right — Jackie Hagan, Hillary Citrano (Director),
Anna McManus, Mary McManus, Stephanie Hagan.

she designed a flyer and had the CREW collect items throughout
their neighborhoods and the church parish as well. That's when
Suddath stepped up with the duffel bags to complete the
presentation to CHS.

Of the many ideas the CREW youth group had for service
work, this hygiene kit project for CHS won the most votes
after learning that there are many area children who go without
the most basic needs for good hygiene. There are schoolteachers
and guidance counselors who provide products when they
notice and when they’re able, but it can become financially
overwhelming.

As a separate but affiliated project, Citrano led the young
CREW in writing thank you letters to teachers who work in
high-risk area schools, many of whose students are with CHS.

“They wanted to thank the teachers for their service and
remind them how important they are to children and youth,”
Citrano said.

Students from all three campuses of Episcopal
School of Jacksonville volunteered more than
2,400 hours during the school’s March 23
Community Service Day. Fine Arts students
performed pop-up shows across the city, including
at the Beaches and St. Mark’s Campuses; and
advisories tackled individual group service projects
and made more than 200 Easter baskets for
Community Hospice PedsCare. Other students
volunteered in a variety of ways, such as cleaning
up campus and the beach, making cards for those
incarcerated, sick, in nursing homes or hospice;
building toys for homeless pets; and packing food,
learning about hunger and assisting Farm Share,
Hunger Fight and UCOM.

for

Pre-K3 through

S

DAY SCHOOL

SJEDS welcomes qualified applicants in grades Pre-K3 through 6 without regard to race, sex, creed, religion or national origin.

EPISCOPAL

6th Grade
‘ @ Find us on Facebook

7423 San Jose Blvd.
www.sjeds.org

and Instagram
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Middle School names new
Bartram Cpusheud

Bolles President and
Head of School Tyler
Hodges recently
announced that
Joshua Bauman has
been hired to lead
the Bolles Middle
School Bartram
Campus as its head.

“We are exceedingly
pleased to welcome
Josh to Bolles and
have every confidence
he is the right person
for this very special role in our community;” Hodges said.

Bauman is coming with his family to the Jacksonville community
at the end of the 2020-21 school year from Virginia. For the past 16
years, he has worked in various leadership roles at St. Stephen’s and
St. Agnes School, an age 3 - grade 12 Episcopal day school in Alexandria,
Virginia. He most recently served as associate director of the school’s
middle school for which he redesigned the schools schedule, formalized
a professional growth plan, hired faculty specifically focusing on diverse
experiences and added Chinese to the schools language offerings.

To build a commitment to service in middle school students, he
coordinated a Special Olympics Young Athletes program as well as
a service-learning trip in which students assisted families in rebuilding
their homes from hurricane devastation in Puerto Rico. He has also
served as Eighth Grade dean, Spanish teacher, middle school and
varsity boys’ soccer coach and, while at Cardigan Mountain School
in Canaan, New Hampshire, as a dorm parent.

He earned a master’s degree in educational studies from Johns
Hopkins University and a bachelor’s degree in international studies
and Spanish at Kenyon College in Ohio.

“My family and I are thrilled and honored to join the Bolles com-
munity, and I cannot wait to spend my days with the students on
the beautiful Bartram Campus,” Bauman said. “I am inspired by the
breadth of opportunities offered at Bolles as well as the commitment
to character development and inclusivity.”

—

HAVE

Bolles student-athletes commit
to colleges, universities

San Marco residents Bobby Crouch and Mack Marrone, San Jose resident Richie Rosenblum and Ortega
resident Meagan Donovan were among seven Bolles student-athletes honored on April 14 for committing
to a particular college or university to continue their athletic and academic careers. Family, friends, class-
mates, coaches and faculty gathered in Davis Gymnasium on the San Jose Campus to celebrate their
commitments.

The following Bolles student-athletes were honored: basketball - Bobby Crouch, Babson College, and
Richie Rosenblum, Wartburg College; crew — Bear Fender, Stetson University; football - Michael Bumpus,
Brown University, and Mack Marrone, Colgate University; swimming — Krissi Greene, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute; and tennis - Meagan Donovan, Washington and Lee University.

This was the third of three college commitment ceremonies held at The Bolles School this school year to
recognize student-athletes as they committed to colleges. Thirteen Bolles student-athletes were honored
on February 3, and eight were honored on November 11.

Douglas Anderson students net national awards

Douglas Anderson School of the Arts staff recently celebrated the
school’s 2021 National Scholastic Arts Award Winners. Starting
98 years ago, the Scholastic Arts & Writing award program is the
oldest awards program in the nation. Nationally, Scholastic Program
judges have evaluated more than 400,000 works of art and selected
2,000 winners. This year, ten Douglas Anderson students earned
12 national awards.

The students who took home the hardware included: Catherine
Evoniuk, gold medal, photography; Britney Garibay, American
Visions Medal, painting; silver medal, painting; silver medal with
distinction, art portfolio; Matthew Green, gold medal, drawing
and illustration; Natalie Holden, silver medal, ceramics & glass;
Zane Leyva, gold medal, sculpture; Zhanna Marzan, silver medal,
art portfolio; Nayra McMahan, silver medal, poetry; Bruno Misawa
Marcondes, silver medal, film & animation; Blake Molenaar, silver
medal, poetry; Julianna Press, silver medal, painting.

TOP LEFT: Britney Garibay — Forgotten Farmers (American Visions Medal)
BOTTOM LEFT: Natalie Holden — Mutated Lobster (Silver Medal)

THIS SUMMER!

~ 7

— ESJ —

Swmmen,

PROGRAMS
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Episcopal Summer Programs
are for everyone!

FULL DAY CAMPS FINE ARTS 'FISHING
FOOTBALL SWIMMING 'SAT PREP
SKETCH COMEDY BASKETBALL TENNIS
BEACH VOLLEYBALL ' CLASSES & MORE!

Age 2 - Grade 12

REGISTER @ ESJ.ORG/SUMMER

June - July
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LEARNING OF IRISH
CULTURE, FROM
SHEPHERD'SPIETOTHE
BLARNEY STONE

Students at San Jose Episcopal Day School
participate in grade-level culture immersion
each year. First Graders recently became Irish
connoisseurs learning about the food, music,
history, and traditions of Ireland. They completed
research using computers, read books, and even
interviewed a teacher at SJEDS who was born
and raised in Ireland! According to first-grade
students, a new bucket list trip would be to the
Blarney Stone to get the “gift of gab!” I'm not
sure if their teachers want any more talking, but
we would gladly go as chaperones!

It's been a tough year for students, but they've stayed the course
and have worked hard through a trying time for our country. Not
only did they persevere through a pandemic,
to turn the page to 2021 with optimism, gratitude and a renewed
spirit for learning as they returned to the classroom.

As parents, grandparents, teachers and broader community,
we should celebrate these local grads with a greeting in the local
newspaper. Congratulate your graduate and place an advertising
presence in his/her honor. Call for ad space today and ask for
Debra at 904-885-6031, or Seth at 904-885-6849.

Zanele Muholi:
Somnyama
Ngonyama, Hail
The Dark Lioness

April 15-June 20, 2021

An inte exhibition
orga

curated by Renée

| ARTS COUNCIL

AUT[EIGRAPH .

CUMMER
MUSEUM

Episcopal students
win big at Virtual State
Science Fair of Florida

Episcopal students were recipients of place and special
awards, cash prizes and gifts at the Virtual State Science
Fair of Florida the week of April 5.

Senior Sally Barksdale was the recipient of the First Place
Award in Biochemistry for her computer-based investigation
to predict responses to melanoma treatment based on
their genetic biomarkers.

Earning second place awards were junior Daniel Delong
for his robotic hand, senior Julia Kagiliery for her novel
method of water analysis and sophomore Sean Ramsey
for his Martian concrete.

Senior Miranda Doro was the recipient of the prestigious
Governor’s Award to attend the one-month National
Youth Science Camp, and she was nominated for a four-
year $10,000 scholarship at the University of Florida.

Other Episcopal winners of place awards and special
awards include the following: sophomore Tom Commander,
nanoparticle treatments; sophomore Isabella Buschini,
UV light on eye development; senior Jordan Harrow,
pesticide resistance; junior Matthew Schinsing, pesticides
in bee colonies; sophomore Natalie Rabil, water pollution
on amphipods; junior Jackson Whitchurch, UV-C
treatments; senior Ariel Largen, effectiveness of online
learning; and junior Jake Barker ’22, successful grant
applications.

More than 600 students from public and private
schools from around the state presented to judges via
video recordings, posters and virtual interviews. Judges
evaluated the students’ projects based on their clarity,
thoroughness, creativity and communication skills.

During the first week in May Barksdale, Delong,
Kagiliery and Harrow will present their projects at the
Virtual International Science and Engineering Fair, where
they will be competing with approximately 1,700 students
from 75 other countries.

but they've learned

1708136

o StateFarm-

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

TPF hosted NFSSE
at Hanna Park

NFSSE students learn at Hanna Park.

Timucuan Parks Foundation (TPF) and its park partner,
the City of Jacksonville,

welcomed teens and aides from the North Florida School
of Special Education (NFSSE) for an afternoon of education
and exploration at Kathryn Abbey Hanna Park recently.

The Healthy Living: Fresh Air, Fitness, Friendship and
Fun program included an introduction to the types of
animals the teens could encounter in environments like
Hanna Park and a 1.5-mile walk along the wooded trails
and the beach. The day was made possible, in part, by a
grant from the National Park Service and Outdoor
Foundation.

Since 1999, TPE, a nonprofit organization, has been
working with partners to preserve, promote, and enhance
Jacksonville’s natural areas through community engagement,
education, and enjoyment. Their Healthy Living program
is designed to reach non-traditional and diverse audiences
to show them the mental and physical benefits of outdoor
recreation in preservation parks. Throughout the year,
TPF hosts Healthy Living walks in Jacksonville’s “wilderness”
parks and preserves for different age groups and organizations.

Give your
home the
protection

It deserves.

Your home is where
you make some of your
best memories, and
that's worth protecting.
I'm here to help.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc
Matt Carlucci, Agent
3707 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207
Toll Free: 888-339-5544 Cell: 904-703-0999
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THE WOLFPACK FINISHES BEST SEASON YET,
MAKE QUARTER FINALS IN LACROSSE

HEHERS oy
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On April 12, the Varsity Girls Lacrosse team of Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced Studies
finished their best season in the school’s history by defeating Paxon in the district quarter-
finals hosted at Wolfson.

The game made for a total of seven wins and five losses for the team in the 2021 season.
This was a huge accomplishment considering that many team members are first-time lacrosse
players competing against veteran players. A further challenge to the team’s development
was posed by the pandemic, which suspended all spring sports last year.

This is a young team, the newest in the North Florida area. It was started by Jessica
Fessenden, Head Coach, only three years ago and is led by sophomores Kaylee Carolan,
Kaili Wery, and Campbell Scharer.

“Finishing the 2021 season with seven wins is a huge accomplishment that the Wolfpack
is very proud of;” said Fessenden. The team is looking forward to growing and competing
in the future against some of the larger programs in the region.

Erik Williams wins 3rd consecutive
First Coast Spelling Bee

St. Johns Country Day School is proud to
announce that Erik Williams, 8th grade
student, has won his 3rd consecutive First
Coast Spelling Bee.

On Monday, March 2, Williams became
the 2021 champion after correctly spelling
the word abience. Other notable words he
mastered included vervet, orogeny, and |
quiddity. £

The Bee lasted over three hours and /8
Williams emerged victorious through 39
rounds, defeating 13 other contestants from
across the First Coast. “Congratulations, &
Erik!” said Regan Minners from the school’s
communications department.

The coronavirus pandemic caused this
year’s local competition to be held virtually, &
but Williams is now preparing for the Scripps
National Spelling Bee that is scheduled to
be held in person on Thursday, July 8 at the
ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex at
Walt Disney World Resort in Bay Lake, near
Orlando. The St. Johns Spartan family will
be cheering Williams on.

TAVERNA
WINE &
CHEESE
CLUB

Hand-curated wines
and cheeses
delivered to your
home each month.
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MONTALCE

TAVERNA

TAVERNA.RESTAURANT SAN MARCO SQUARE 398.3005

 Florida Dairy Farmers name Bishop Kenny
- Player and Coach of the Year in Volleybal

Suzanne Winkler (Coach of the Year) and Ally Cavanaugh in action at
Ally Cavanaugh (Player of the Year). state championship game.

Indoor volleyball coach Suzanne Winkler and star player Ally Cavanaugh of Bishop
Kenny High School have been named Coach of the Year and Player of the Year by Florida
Dairy Farmers in Class 4A. These awards cap off an outstanding season for the team.

The BK Crusaders won the state championship game against Cardinal Gibbons in four
sets, finishing the season with a 21-8 record. Their leader, Coach Winkler, has been head
coach for 18 years. She has led teams through a long list of championship titles and holds
multiple awards for her coaching finesse. Winkler is known for valuing her players as
individuals yet mandating that they play as team members who work for the greater
good of the program.

Cavanaugh "23 is the starting outside hitter for the team who had a season high of 295
kills with a .336 hitting percentage and 57 blocks. She is passionate about volleyball, plays
all year round, and dreams of playing for a large division 1 program in college. She is
thankful to have Winkler as a guide. “When I moved from the middle position mid-season
to outside hitter, I was anxious, and Coach Winkler pushed me and made me believe
that I could dominate in my new position. It was important for me to know that she
believed in me and together we finished the season as state champions!” Cavanaugh said.

Wln s ®
womend&shoes !
Benefitting

Children's
Services

BELIEVE. ACHIEVE. SOAR.
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ONLINE BIDDING STARTS MAY 3, 2021
LIVE BROADCAST MAY 13 | 7:00-8:00 PM EST

LEARN TO DANCE
WITH CONFIDENCE
AND STYLE!

$59 INTRODUCTORY
DANCE PACKAGE
wwmemae 3 PRIVATE LESSONS,

1 GROUP CLASS & 1PARTY

Mother's Day Special - BUY ONE GET ONE FREE
for the month of May when you mention this ad.

vondale Dance Directions
add dance to your life

AvondaleDance.com | (904) 384-8324 |1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205



34 | RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

RESIDENTNEWS.NET | MAY 2021

THE WAY WE WERE: KAREN BUSKIRK

BY MARY WANSER
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

ome people give selflessly, not
expecting any reward or return.
They give because they believe
that giving back is the only way
to truly effect positive change.
Karen Buskirk is one such person. “You can
gripe and complain all you want, but if you
don’t give back to make the community

better, then you're not making a city better,

a city stronger;” she said.

Karen Buskirk is a native of Jacksonville.
She was born on February 24, 1948 at St.
Luke’s Hospital as Karen Moore. She grew
up on Peachtree Circle North near San Marco
as the youngest of three. She has a sister
living in Orange Park. Their brother is
deceased.

Buskirk went to Hendricks Avenue
Elementary School and was a member of

Leonard ‘Buz’, Karen, Celena, Trent, May 1978
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the Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church rec-
reation program. “Every day of the week I
was down there,” she said. She and her friends
would have bike races to see who could get
there fastest to jump on the trampoline and
play basketball on the court. “I was very
athletic, always outside, riding my bike, just
playing in the neighborhood,” she said.

In 1960, Buskirk became the first girl ever
to play Little League in Jacksonville. She was
the only girl on the boys’ team, for there were
no teams for girls in the community at that
time. She rode down to Hendricks Avenue,
just a few blocks from her house, and ball
teams were gathering. She didn't think about
boys or girls. She just wanted to play. “T've
always been very determined,” she said.

She was included on a team for the right
field position. “Nobody knew I was girl,” she
said. She wasn't yet a teen, hadn’t yet developed,
wore short hair and a cap. The following year,
softball teams for girls began. Buskirk had
started a trend. Her courage had given girls
a gift.

After Hendricks, Buskirk went on to DuPont
Junior High. In 1966, she was a member of
the first graduating class of Wolfson High
School, which was established when the district
merged DuPont students with Landon students
to accommodate the growing Southside
population. “It was exciting,” Buskirk said of
the opportunity to meet new friends with
whom she hadn’t gone to junior high. The
student body voted her Most Athletic.

Buskirk graduated with a two-year degree
from Florida Junior College, which today is
known as Florida State College at Jacksonville.
She then transferred to Florida State University
but didn’t stay long. While shed been a
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Pat sells Jacksonville, however, she

“When you have children, you can do

specializes in the Springfield market. Her
breadth of knowledge and understanding
of this unique market make her the ideal
connection for customers living in and

those seeking to reside in Jacksonville’s

original neighborhood.

Like many of the historic homes that
Pat sells, we know there is a story or
legend that goes with each home. We
look forward to partnering with Pat as

she continues to help families create

nourft

Den't Make a Meve Witheut Mel

their personal stories.

So happy to have you on board Pat!

If you are interested in joining or finding out more about
a career in real estate please feel free to reach out to our
Broker/Owner Audrey Lackie at 904-703-7652.

1343 Rogero Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32211
1236 3rd St S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
6018 San Jose Blvd W, Jacksonville, EL 32217
www.thelegendsofrealestate.com

student there, struggling with money and
majors, Buskirk worked part time at Pick ‘n
Save. A customer, who happened to be a
military recruiter, came through her line and
told her, “You know, you would be a great
recruit for the Air Force” So, she signed up!

She returned to Jacksonville from Tallahassee
to get her car and then drove to Duluth,
Minnesota where she was stationed. It was
her first time crossing state lines out of Florida,
aside from the few times she had traveled
with her softball team for tournaments.
Buskirk, a Florida girl through and through,
asked the Minnesota natives in mid-July
when summer would be coming. She was
told, “We had it yesterday”” It was obvious
to them by more than just her southern
accent that Buskirk was an outsider.

She stayed in the Air Force only 16 months.
During that time, she met and married
Leonard Buskirk, a retiring tech sergeant
from a small town in Wisconsin. Duluth
offered few employment opportunities for
the former sergeant, so he insisted that they
move to his wife’s hometown, Jacksonville,
though hed never been to Florida.

The couple bought a house on Scotty
Drive in the Greenfield Manor area and had
two children, Trent and Celena, before
purchasing a brand-new home on Mandarin
Point Lane in Mandarin in 1974. Buskirk
still lives there today.

Married with two children, Buskirk used
the GI Bill to finish her degree at the University
of North Florida. She wanted a career that
afforded summers off with Trent and
Celena, and she’s always had a love for
kids; so, she earned her degree in ele-
mentary education.

When their children were only 8 and
11 years old, Buskirk’s husband was
diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a
cancer of the plasma cells. He passed
on five years later. Buskirk was left a
widowed mother of two teenagers.

either one of two things. You can
wallow in the way that life should
have been, or you can go and be with
your children,” Buskirk said. She chose
the latter and saw to it that both of

the Duval County school district, teaching
first grade and Title 1 reading students. She
taught at North Shore, Spring Park, and Lake
Forest Elementary Schools.

Buskirk, a believer in changing a by giving
back to it, had spent approximately $10,000
of her own money for resources to help her
students learn. She refused to pass over the
children who were struggling. “I'm a self-mo-
tivator. If I see something that needs to be
done, I do it,” she said. And her efforts did
not go unnoticed. Buskirk still recalls a visit
from Nicholas, one of her many former
students, letting her know he was doing well
as a junior at Florida State.

hers went through advanced schooling.
Her son earned scholarships and pursued
a PhD at Arizona State University. Her
daughter graduated from Mandarin High
as Most Athletic, having inherited her
mom’s physical agility, and earned a schol-
arship to the University of North Florida
where she studied health sciences.

It was not only her own children whom
Buskirk invested in educating. In January
2015, she retired from a 35-year career in
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February 1980, Buskirk family in Scotty Drive home

While working, Buskirk saw too many kids

sitting down and playing video games. She

wanted to get them out and active. So, upon

her retirement, Buskirk bought a bicycle for

each of the 20 students in her class. “I have

a deep passion for children because they
can’t help a lot of the situations they’re in,”
she said.

Buat Lift Special!

] ‘ Complete servicejadjustment,
visual inspection of all
components, grease fittings
and'replacement of

belts for single lift*

*Does not include electrical components.

Celebrating 40 years serving
our customers and community!

904-387-4814

bwmarineconstruction.com

blished 1981

4611 Lakeside Drive
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Karen in Little League uniform in front yard
of Peachtree Circle North home

First, Buskirk called each one’s parents for
approval. Then, she contacted Trek Bicycle
Shop in Jacksonville Beach to arrange the
mass purchase of quality equipment. She
insisted on no training wheels. “I believe in
giving kids confidence,” she said. Jack
Tomassetti, salesman at the shop,
arranged to have a local policeman
offer a traffic course for the class on
a Saturday morning. “Every one of
those kids loved those bikes. Some
of them had never even been on a
bike before, and they just thoroughly
enjoyed it,” Buskirk said. Moved by
Buskirk’s generosity, Tomassetti decided
to donate a helmet to each child.

To ensure that the bicycles were
used only as intended, for the enjoyment
and freedom of her students, Buskirk
gave a list to the bike shop of every

refunded in exchange for money to be used
for something else. She was that protective
of the children’s interests. “God’s given me
alot of wisdom over the years, and I'm able
to perceive and see things that people might
do,” she said.

After her retirement, Buskirk volunteered
for a time as a tutor at a community center.
She’s devoted her Fridays to DESC, a down-
town food pantry and clothing closet. She
also acted as guardian ad litem for a 3-year-
old girl and would like to continue in that
role once coronavirus is no longer a threat.

It's not only to her family, her students,
and her community that Buskirk gives, but
also to out-of-town strangers. She recounted
a plane ride back to Florida from visiting
her son out of state. She met a woman whose
connecting flight would be delayed extensively,
deeming it necessary for the lady to spend
aday-and-a-half alone in Jacksonville, never
having been here before. “I reached in my
pocket and gave her a 50-dollar bill,” Buskirk
said. “Have a good time while you’re in
Jacksonville,” she told the woman. “I give
because God has blessed me with the means
to give,” she said.

parent’s name and had each one sign
an agreement that nothing could be

May 1988 with son Trent and daughter Celena in
front of their Mandarin home

“I think Jacksonville’s
a great city! It really is a
very welcoming city. And
I think that there are a
lot of people in
Jacksonville who care
about all segments,
whether it’s children,
whether it’s the elderly,
whether it’s the disabled,
whether it’s the veterans,”
Buskirk said. And though
her son is now raising
two daughters in Ohio,
and her daughter is
raising one in Montana,
Buskirk still says of

Jacksonville, “It’s a city
to call home”

YOUR TIME TO SHINE

Nestled on the sprawling 40-acre River

Garden campus, members of The Coves

enjoy a lively environment that offers

comfort, safety and maintenance-free

living. With access to superior amenities

and services, you can enjoy the lifestyle

you deserve.

Schedule your tour of The Coves today!
Call (904) 292.2683

-—
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=
RIVER(FARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

) EARS ¢

One-Bedroom Apartments

Available Now!

NO “BUY-IN" REQUIRED
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YMCA'’s celebration of WM. Gay's life establishes
new scholarship fund and community award

aenenoeelt

Paul Jones shares stories during the Celebration of Life event in honor of his grandfather, W.W. ‘Bill" Gay.

HARRIS GUIDI ROSNER PA.

Since 1986, we've
been committed to
our local community

Legal Expertise, Unquestioned Ethics,
Unwavering Commitment to Our Clients

Personal Injury, Criminal Law,
Workers' Comp, Wrongful Death, Social Security,
Civil Law, Family Law

FREE CONSULTATION

904-777-7777 | harrisguidi.com
1837 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207

Paul Jones, Joy Jones and Dr. Vernon Jones.

The Jones family.

The best beachy bash in Northeast Florida is back!

77?@22 2021 at 7:00 pm
Jimuguana Country Club
Benefitting Jacksonuille Speech & FHearing Center

Live music, delicious food, drinks, and a silent auction filled
with exciting treasures!

To purchase tickets, please visit shcjax.org/finfest.

For more info, contact Jackie Culver
at (904) 717-6934 or JCulver@shcjax.org.

SATURDAY MAY 22
& SUNDAY MAY 23

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Save the Date

The Art in the Garden
Festival is a weekend
celebration of creativity
in all its forms—
intriguing art, curated
music, demonstration
classes, extraordinary
living pictures—all within
our lush gardens.
Learn more at
jacksonvillezoo.org.

JACKSONVILLE
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AND GARDENS

Presented by
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co o F|RST

just be yourself
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The Winston Family YMCA hosted a virtual
Celebration of Life event on March 23 that
raised more than $110,000 for the 2021 Winston
Y Annual Campaign and announced the new
W.W. ‘Bill' Gay Community Impact Award.

Family members, employees, community
leaders and elected officials, including Rick
Catlett, former president and CEO of the
Taxslayer Gator Bowl; Scott Stricklin, athletic
director for the University of Florida; and Sen.
Rick Scott, shared stories about Gay’s impact
on the community with guests to the event.

A new WW. ‘Bill' Gay Community Impact
Award was introduced at the event. The annual
award will recognize an outstanding individual/
organization making a major impact in the
Northeast Florida Community. The inaugural
award was presented at the event to Gay’s family.

The W.W. ‘Bill’ Gay Scholarship Fund was
also unveiled during the event to honor Gay’s
legacy and support of YMCA programs that
provide opportunity for those in need in our
community. Donations support the YMCA’s
goal to ensure that no one is ever turned away
for the inability to pay.
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&

THE NOMINATION FORM FOR NEXT YEAR IS NOW OPEN
AND CAN BE FILLED OUT AND
SUBMITTED HERE HTTPS://BITLY/2RCSGYT.

TO DONATE IN GAY'S HONOR AND SUPPORT THE WINSTON
YMCA PROGRAMS, TEXT WWGAYLEGACY T0 41444.

HELP WANTED

Sr. Software Engineer, MS. Deg.
in CS., CIS. w/2 yrs. of exp; Dev.
RESTful APIs to connect Native
Mob. Appl. Environ. (iOS/Android) to
back-end srvs. using Agile Method.,
Dev. Appl. using SOA arch. including
SOAP, REST, JSON &for Thrift;
Dev. Inter. web appl. using JSON,
XML, XQuery, XML Schema, XSLT
& XPath.; Des., dev., & unit test
database code to sup. req., using
database triggers, stored proc. &
views; Des., build & impl. ELT/ETL
using SQL srvr. Must be willing to
travel and/or relocate to work in
unanticipated locations throughout
the US. No Telecommuting. Send
resume to Sree Systems LLC,
10175 Fortune PKWY, Unit 203,
Jacksonville, FL 32256.

Thank you for the opportunity to

service your bicycles. We have
enjoyed seeing so many discover
the joy of cycling. Visit again soon!
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ESTHER (BETTY)

ELIZABETH
MCCORMICK

ACOSTA-CARTER

December 6, 1924 - April 3, 2021

Jacksonville

etty Acosta-Carter, 96, died peacefully on April

3. She was married to the love of her life, Edward

I. Acosta, from Jacksonville, for 40 years, from

1945 until his death in 1986. A few years later

Betty was reacquainted with Carroll Carter,
and they married at All Saints Church in 1988. They were
married 10 years until Carroll’s death in 1998.

She was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on Sept. 23, 1945 as
Sharon Lee Fink to parents named Melvin and Ruth. She
was a graduate of Woodward High School before attending
the University of Cincinnati.

Betty was born on Dec. 6, 1924, in Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, where her father was stationed in the Army. She
was the eldest of four daughters.

The family relocated to Washington, D.C., and then to
Puerto Rico. After her father’s death, they moved to Columbus,
Ga. Betty was a graduate of Columbus High School and
attended Stratford College.

Betty was a member of All Saints Episcopal Church on
Hendricks Avenue for more than 60 years. She was also a
founding member of the St. Mary’s Circle at All Saints.

Betty was also a member of San Jose Country Club for 70
years where she was an avid golfer and a member of the San
Jose Ladies Golf Association. She also participated in the St.
Johns Dinner Club.

Over the years she volunteered her time for several charitable
organizations, such as the American Cancer Society and The
Tournament Players Club at Sawgrass. She was a longtime
member of the (NSCDA) National Society of the Colonial
Dames of America and the (DAR) National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution.

Betty loved to play bridge, enjoyed flowers and gardening,
and was a lifetime student of history. She enjoyed entertaining
her many friends, walking daily on the beach and spending
time in St. Augustine with her beloved family.

She leaves behind her beloved pet, Zoey. Others left to cherish
her memory include her sister, Patricia McCormick McNeel

(Marietta Ga.), and her children, Edward George Acosta, Andrea
Acosta Newman (Buddy), and daughter in-law Mini Acosta.
She was also “Grammy” to Karsen Newman, Kaden Newman,
Emily Myers (Mark), Matthew Firkel, Suzann Hobson, and
several nieces and nephews. She was great- grandmother to
Pressley Myers. She also leaves behind her very caring friend,
Lisa Armstrong.

Her family is grateful to her caregivers for the past five years,
Abu Abdela, Jasmine Taylor, Rosario Householder, and
Bernadette Hills.

Betty is preceded in death by her parents, Major and Mrs.
Edward George McCormick, sisters Lenora McCormick Guy
and Helena McCormick Pease and son Mark St. Elmo Acosta,
as well as her husbands, Edward I. Acosta and Carroll E. Carter.

“Betty loved to play bridge,
enjoyed flowers and gardening,
and was a lifetime student of
history. She enjoyed
Entertaining her many

friends, walking daily on the
beach and spending time in

St. Augustine with her

beloved family.”

“Hardage-Giddens shares its Core Values of Respect, Integrity, Enduring Relationships, and Service Excellence
and thanks you for Generations of families served here in Jacksonville and the surrounding areas. Please allow us
the honor in creating a lasting Celebration of Life for many Generations to come.”

Jody Brandenburg, President
Matt Tucci, Director of Operations

HARDAGE-GIDDENS OAKLAWN
CHAPEL &C EMETERY
4801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville
904-737-7171

HARDAGE-GIDDENS
FUNERAL HOME
11801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville
904-288-0025

HARDAGE-GIDDENS, RIVERSIDE
MEMORIALP ARK& FUNERALH OME
7242 Normandy Blvd., Jacksonville
904-781-9262

GREENLAWN
CEMETERY
4300 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville
904-396-2522

HARDAGE-GIDDENS
FUNERALH OME
729 S Edgewood Ave., Jacksonville
904-388-2711

HARDAGE-GIDDENS HOLLY HILL
FUNERALH OME& MEMORIALPARK
3601 Old Jennings Rd., Middleburg
904-282-9336

HARDAGE-GIDDENS GREENLAWN
FUNERAL HOME ANDC EMETERY
4300 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville
904-396-2522

BEACHES CHAPEL
BY HARDAGE-GIDDENS
1701 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach
904-249-2374

HARDAGE-GIDDENS
RIVERMEADF UNERAL HOME
127 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

904-264-2481

HARDAGE-GIDDENS CHAPEL HILLS
FUNERAL HOME & GARDENS
850 St. Johns Bluff Road N, Jacksonville
904-641-9755
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[LOCALFOLKS

KELLIE
TURNER

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

hey’re not “crazy cat ladies”

even though they’ve been called

such. “We're clearly not crazy.

We're just empathetic. We have

hearts,” said Kellie Turner of
her and other Jacksonville women’s efforts
at TNR.

TNR stands for Trap-Neuter-Return. It’s
a process of humanely reducing the number
of free-roaming cats in the neighborhood.
A catis trapped after being lured into a cage
with food. The feline is then taken to a
veterinarian for neutering, otherwise known
as spaying for females, so that the animal is
unable to reproduce. Post-surgery, a cat is
socialized to be adopted out as a pet. If it
cannot be, it is returned to its colony, its
outdoor family.

Feral cats are not used to human contact.
Most feral colonies originated from unneutered
stray cats, which are ones that were once
domesticated but then were abandoned or
got lost.

Turner’s kinship with cats began when
she was in fifth grade and adopted two white
Siamese kittens from the litter of her friend’s
cat. As an adult, for eight years, Turner
worked alone with a colony of cats near her
home in the Atlantic and Hodges Boulevards
area of Jacksonville. She would feed the cats,
catch the kittens to adopt them out, and try
to trap the adult members for neutering. But
she was unsuccessful at getting them all, so
they continued to reproduce.

Nearly three years ago, someone fed rat
poisoning to the colony. “I just couldn’t
stand back and watch,” Turner said. She met
up with Monika Johnson to assist in her
efforts of trapping the cats and rehabbing
them on Turner’s screened porch until they
could be either adopted out or returned to
the colony. “It was a nightmare,” Turner said.
But she could not in good conscience let the
helpless animals suffer and die.

Turner and Johnson paid out of their own
pockets thousands of dollars in vet bills and
then reached out on GoFundMe. Supplies
and prescriptions are not free. The ladies
nursed, tamed, and found homes for at least
20 kittens and cats that someone had tried
to kill. And Turner’s TNR mission continues.

On her porch, she still keeps cat towers
and heated beds. In her garage, she keeps
crates. Residing there are rescued felines
that are not adoptable as house pets and are
not yet well enough to be released. She
currently has seven cats ready for adoption.
And there’s a consistent turnover.

BE FAMLLY. EARN POINTS. SIVE MONEY, %

Riverside | 204.2191 580 College Street, Jacksonville

Baymeadows | 733-5100 8505 Baymeadows Rd., Jacksonville

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | www.ForeverVets.com

“San Marco
has a
really big
issue with
stray cats

San Marco
& Riverside.
We need
more help.”

- Kellie Turner

KELLETURNER

She receives calls daily from residents
in San Marco and beyond about stray,
sick, and injured cats that need rescuing.
Some are left behind in apartment
buildings when their owners move out.
Others are seen dodging traffic. Recently,
two kittens were dropped off ata McDonald’s
drive thru.

“San Marco has a really big issue with
stray cats right now, San Marco and
Riverside,” Turner said. In a single month,
she could trap 25 or more cats in the area,
bring them to be neutered, and return
them back to their territory if they are
not adoptable.

Turner is currently working with a
group of 12 ladies Jacksonville whom she
met through Facebook groups within the
last six months. “We do this all out of
our own time, money, and efforts. We're
not funded by anybody. We don’t have
any financial support. We're doing it out
of love for the cats,” Turner said. She and
the other ladies are trying their best to
control the population. “We need more
help,” Turner said.

She pointed out that it’s great when
people feed cats they see roaming outside.
It takes more than that though. “They’ve
got to be fixed. And they can do that for
free” she said, if they are brought into a
vet’s office in a trap. Turner loans out her
traps to people who are willing to do that.

“You're giving them a better quality of life

when you fix the ones you're feeding,”
Turner said. She even builds shelters for
the cats out of plastic storage totes and
lines them with fuzzy blankets or straw.

Turner urges anyone who sees an injured
animal to please reach out to Jacksonville’s
Animal Care and Protective Services
(ACPS) via email at JaxPets@COJ.net or
by phone (904) 630-CITY (2489) for
assistance. There are also Facebook pages
to reach people who are willing to help
humanely trap cats by baiting them with
food, which is how Turner met the ladies
she’s currently working with.

“Be kind to the ones that can’t help
themselves. Cats aren’t born feral. They
become feral because we don't take care
of them,” Turner said.



SURPRISE HER THIS

CASH IN on your COINS,
COLLECTIBLES and
UNIQUE RARITIES.

Knowledgeable and
reputable, nobody pays
more. Get paid today.

JACKSONVILLE'S PREMIER DEALER OF COINS, CURRENCIES AND COLLECTIBLES
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Get down to your fimmee—
fighting welight.

After two decades of trying to lose weight, Al is finally winning the fight.
“| tried every diet and exercise program out there,” said Al. “| felt defeated.”

His life changed after seeing a friend who had weight loss surgery. “He had been just
as heavy as | was, and he looked like a different person,” he said.

Al decided it was time to go to Baptist Center for Bariatric Surgery, where he had a
sleeve gastrectomy, which removes part of the stomach to limit food intake.

After months of eating sensibly and exercising five times a week, Al is 100 pounds
thinner. “My phone even didn’t recognize my face,” he said.

Now Al’s no longer a heavy weight, but he’s definitely a champion.

s it time for you to win the fight?

Center for
Bariatric and
Reflux Surgery

{ 'i‘BAPTIST
D 904.202.SLIM 8 HEATH

€Y, Visit baptistbariatrics.com to
@ learn more and watch our webinar. Changing Health Care for Good?
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