
�e Generals are still the Generals, just not 
General Robert E. Lee. 

A new sign went up on the gymnasium of the 
former Robert E. Lee High School the morning 
of July 22 as pickup basketball games began 
inside. �e Cherry Street campus’ new name, 
Riverside High School, became o�cial by a vote 
of the school board this month. �e two dissenters: 
Lori Hershey and Charlotte Joyce.

�e school district announced a new logo 
and color scheme for school sports teams the 
previous day. �e new logo is a light green star 
behind a blue star symbolizing �ve-star generals 
of the U.S. military.

As News4Jax.com reported, “Lee” was 
removed from the sign outside the Jacksonville 
high school earlier this month as well. �e 
Duval County School Board voted to rename 
the school, which was named a�er Confederate 
general Robert E. Lee, a�er months of public 
debate.

It followed a vote of those in the community 
inside the same gym in early May. �e results 
for changing the name: almost 59 percent. �e 
results for Riverside High School: almost 45 
percent. �e names with less support were 
Avondale High, Legacy High and School #33.

�e results from the community’s non-binding 
vote were used to form recommendations from 
Superintendent of Schools Diana Greene. She 
concurred with voters, as did the Duval County 
School Board, who voted in early June to 
change the name o�cially from Robert E. Lee 
to Riverside.

�e school board voted to change the names 
of �ve other schools named for Confederate 
�gures. Joseph Finegan Elementary will be 
Anchor Academy, Stonewall Jackson Elementary 
will be Hidden Oaks Elementary School, J.E.B. 

Stuart Middle School will be Westside Middle 
School,  Kirby-Smith Middle School will be 
Spring�eld Middle School, Je�erson David 
Middle School will be Charger Academy.

�e board voted to keep the names for Jean 
Ribault middle and high schools, named a�er 
a French explorer who helped colonized the 
area in the mid-1500s, as well as Andrew 
Jackson High School. Those figures drew 
criticism for their treatment of the indigenous 
people of North America.

A new tomorrow for students of Riverside High
SCHOOL YEAR KICKS  
OFF WITH NEW SIGNAGE,  
LOGO AND COLOR SCHEME

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.ForeverVets.com | 204.2191
580 College Street, Jacksonville

free bottle of forever vets 
gentle shampoo when you sign up 

on a wellness plan!

AUGUST 2021

If you are already on a Wellness Plan, 
receive 50% OFF Forever Vets Gentle Shampoo

MAKING HISTORY,
LEAVING LEGACY
William Allen IV and Bert Ralston welcomed 
the opportunity to embrace tradition as they 
saluted guests and celebrated firsts, all while 
carrying on  the traditions of yachtsmanship.  

READ MORE ON PAGE 23

HISTORIC STRUCTURES
BRING EPIC EXPENSES
The difficulties of restoring time honored 
buildings comes with a cost. A few of the 
players in the game discuss the reward for 
taking on these challenging structures.

READ MORE ON PAGE 12

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 
PIVOTS,KICKS OFF 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Michele Kenhert, Debbie Veale and Marissa 
Uhler were happy to be on hand, and in 
person, for the inaugural Christmas in July 
Expo and Silent Auction.

READ MORE ON PAGE 22

Residents of the Condo Homes at Ortega Landing gathered alongside supportive neighbors to show their opposition to plans for an ALF, or Assisted Living Facility on the grounds.  
The image taken illustrates the size of the parcel where the proposed facility will occupy a significant portion of the waterfront, up to the required setbacks o� Lakeside Drive.

Organized in Opposition
READ MORE ON PAGE 10RESIDENTS AWAIT THE FATE OF RULINGS BY CITY OFFICIALS, LEGAL TEAM
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GOT NEWS?
EMAIL US AT editor@residentnews.net

P U B L I S H E R S 

Seth Williams 
Pamela B. Williams

D I R E C T O R  O F  S A L E S 

Debra McGregor

A R T  D I R E C T O R 

Amanda Nelson-Sinagra

C O N T R I B U T I N G  W R I T E R S 

Joel Addington 
Julie Kerns Garmendia 
Peggy Harrell Jennings 
Kevin J. Meerschaert 
Susannah Parmenter 

Karen Rieley 
Carolyn Cantrell Snowden 

Mary Wanser

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N E R S 

Chris Gildersleeve 
Tricia Steele

Jacksonville mourns passing of a leader, pillar of medical community

Long-overdue demolition of Berkman II begins

A�er sitting un�nished and vacant 
for more than a decade, the 
Berkman Plaza II tower demo-
lition commenced on July 15.

�e �rst piece of the building 
finally came down after the 
demolition process was delayed 
due to mechanical issues with 
the machinery. �e demolition 
contractor, Pece of Mind 
Environmental Inc., said that it 
is using a high-reach excavator 
to bring down the structure. �e 
specialized piece of equipment 
can reach to the top of the building 
and cut it apart in pieces.

During a press conference, 
Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry 
shared his excitement about the 

demolition. “We are now taking 
the big step of removing that 
eyesore. A step that I hesitated 
to take for years.” 

As Curry indicated, this is a 
much-anticipated event for the 
city – the building at 500 Bay 
Street has remained untouched 
and unfinished for 13 years. 
Situated on the Downtown 
Northbank of the St. Johns River, 
the 18-story building originally 
was conceived as a residential 
tower. �e Berkman Plaza II 
suffered a series of setbacks 
starting in 2007 with the collapse 
of a parking garage during 
construction. �e collapse killed 
a construction worker and le� 
21 others injured. 

New owner Jacksonville 
Riverfront Revitalization LLC 
purchased the property for $5.6 

million. During an April 28 
news conference, development 
group co-manager Park Beeler 
and city o�cials presented plans 
for a 320,000-square-foot mixed-
use residential project with a 
grocery store anchor. Beeler said 
the plan will cost around $135 
million.

�e developer said that it has 
met with the Downtown 
Investment Authority (DIA) to 
discuss the design and is working 
to submit design documents to 
the Downtown Development 
Review Board.

�e demolition contractor 
expects the process to take three 
to four months. While this is 
a longer method of demolition, 
District 7 City Council member 
Reggie Ga�ney said it is the 
safest method. At a press 

conference at the site he said, 
“One of the things the admin-
istration and myself wanted to 
make sure didn’t happen was 
that no more accidents happen 
here. �is is why the process 
is taking so long and going so 
slow.” 

�e new plans for the Berkman 
II come at a time of change and 
renewal for the Riverfront. In 
2019 the former Jacksonville 
Landing marketplace was demol-
ished a�er being open for 32 
years. Recently, Perkins & Will 
won the Riverfront Plaza design 
competition with its plans to 
redevelop the plaza with a beer 
garden, a hotel, a play area and 
a 151-foot stainless steel “Jax” 
sculpture designed by artist, 
Jefrë.

BY SUSANNAH PARMENTER 
Resident Community News

Dr. Leon Haley Jr., CEO of UF Health 

was a fierce leader, a scholar, and a 

gentleman. Haley passed away sud-

denly in a personal watercraft accident 

Saturday, July 24, in South Florida. 

Haley was wearing a lifejacket, 

but according to eyewitness accounts, 

he lost control of the Yamaha 

WaveRunner he was riding and it 

somehow made its way onto jetty 

rocks. He failed to survive the trauma 

that ensued, which was later con-

firmed by a hospital in Palm Beach 

County, FL.

Haley, 56, will be missed by friends, 

family, co-workers, and thousands 

of people that never knew the man 

that helped them achieve top-tier 

medical care in Jacksonville, and far 

beyond city borders as well.

 He was a board-certified emergency 

medicine physician, husband, and 

father of three who had become 

known as one of the area’s top 

physicians and healthcare leaders 

at the tip of the spear for COVID-19 

response in North Florida. His immense 

contributions to the medical com-

munity are immeasurable and won’t 

soon be forgotten. 

Haley’s funeral will take place in 

his hometown of Pittsburgh, PA, 

while a public memorial will be held 

sometime soon in Jacksonville, accord-

ing to statements by hospital 

leadership.

PB GUEST COMMENTARY

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

HISTORICAL MARKET KNOWLEDGE = PROVEN RESULTS

rewade.com 
904.534.0969  

wade@rewade.com

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD

2716 OAK ST #3 - $180,000
2 BR · 2 BA · 1 HB · 1,365 sqft

AVONDALE

3520 OAK ST -  $525,000
3 BR · 2 BA · 1 HB · 2,078 sqft

AVONDALE
6989 SAN JOSE BLVD  - $799,000

3 BR · 3 BA · 1 HB · 4,000 sqft

SAN JOSE

SAN MARCO
4240 POINT LA VISTA RD W
5 BR ·  4 BA ·  3 HB ·   7,000 SQFT  -  $3,325,000

NEW LIS
TING

PENDING

www.ResidentNews.net

YOUR LOCAL POWER WASHING EXPERTS
904.234.8338  |  904powerwashing.com  |   904 Power Washing

Driveways | Sidewalks 
Pavers | Patios | Decks

House Soft Wash 
Window Cleaning

Commercial & Residential

House Soft Wash 
Window Cleaning

Roof Cleaning 
Interior & Exterior Painting

Licensed & Insured



5012 Eagle Nature Trail
80' on the Ortega River ◆  $269,000

UNDER CONTRACT

4547 Attleboro Street
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths ◆ 1,638 sf ◆ $285,000

UNDER CONTRACT

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

TED ALEXANDER
(904) 334-1892

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

SOLD

5122 Arapahoe Avenue
4 bedrooms, 3 baths ◆ 2,999 sf

3855 Timuquana Road
1.25 acres ready to build ◆ $1,299,000

RIVERFRONT LOT

3043 St Johns Avenue
4 bedrooms, 3 baths ◆ 4,359 sf ◆ $1,075,000

UNDER CONTRACT

5303 Ortega Boulevard #202
3 bedrooms, 2 baths ◆ 1,960 sf

SOLD

1575 Glendale Street
2 bedrooms, 2 baths ◆ 1,316 sf

COMING IN AUGUST

406 E Bay Street
2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths ◆ 2,032 sf

SOLD

TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

SHEILA THOMPSON
(904) 625-7476

LINDSEY BARTON
(904) 318-6911

ANA JULIAN
(904) 449-2596 

ANN ABERCROMBIE
(904) 382-1346

ALISE FERRANTI
(904) 434-0767

VIRGINIA OGLETREE
(904) 545-8609

DOTTIE LOWELL
(904) 535-0136

WALTER WARE 
(904) 759-8882

4804 Algonquin Avenue
4 bedrooms, 3 baths ◆ 3,051 sf

SOLD

CARRIE INMAN
(904) 707-8038

2849 Grande Oaks Way
1.1 acre lot in Margaret's Walk ◆ $525,000

RIVERFRONT LOT

MillerCompanyRealtors.com • 904-388-0000 

BEST WISHES FOR A 
SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR!

ELIZABETH MEUX 
(904) 704-1576

24613 Harbour View Drive
5 bedrooms, 7.5 baths ◆ 9,263 sf ◆ $3,400,000

MARSH LANDING

4371 Demedici Avenue
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths ◆ 2,990 sf ◆ $699,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION

3697 Hedrick Street
3 bedrooms, 2 baths + garage apt ◆ 2,182 sf ◆ $695,000

AVONDALE

4227 Forest Park Road
4 bedrooms, 4 baths ◆ 2,988 sf ◆ $700,000

HEART OF ORTEGA

GRANT COOPER
(904) 878-3529
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PB YOU ASKED FOR IT

The Jacksonville Professional Services 
Evaluation Committee (PSEC) has selected 
Perkins&Will as the winner of the design 
competition for Riverfront Plaza, the former 
home of �e Jacksonville Landing. 

In June, Perkins&Will was one of three 
groups who presented their plans to the 
PSEC. �eir plan narrowly outscored the 
proposals by Agency Landscape+Planning 
and Olin Limited.  

�e winning proposal includes a 151-feet 
high art sculpture of a gleaming “Jax” 
written in stainless steel tubes. 

It also calls for a children’s play area, a 
sky garden terrace, a large central lawn, a 
beer garden, and walking and biking ramps 
to the Main Street Bridge. �e current ramps 
to the bridge are being removed.

�ere will also be space set aside on both 
ends of the parcel o� Independent Drive 

for a hotel and park pavilion building. It 
will leave an open corridor at Laura Street 
so the view of the St. Johns River isn’t 
blocked.

Downtown Investment Authority CEO 
Lori Boyer sits on the committee and along 
with Jacksonville Parks Director Darryl 
Smith, scored the three presentations made 
to the PSEC in June.

Boyer said all the proposals had intriguing 
ideas but it was the art structure that put 
Perkins&Will over the top. “I kept asking 
myself ‘Could you take this piece of art 
and plop it down in some other city in 
Florida or elsewhere and have it work?” 

She said the other proposals were nice 
but neither would be considered uniquely 

“Jacksonville.” 
�e sculpture has gotten a great deal of 

attention in the community. Boyer said 
public comment before the vote was running 
about �ve to one regarding the Perkins&Will 
design. �ere appears to be some strong 
feelings on the sculpture and it’s curving 
tube that spells out “Jax” with a heart in 
the middle. While opinions vary, Boyer 
said that is one of it’s attributes since it 
gets people talking about downtown 
Jacksonville and could become a place for 
people to visit.

“�e fact that people are talking about 
it is exactly what we’re looking for,” she 
said. 

“Love it or hate it, the public art piece 
has received a tremendous amount of 
public comment. Which I think really 
indicates it’s iconic nature.”

Boyer said if you have something like it 
downtown, it’ll draw people to the downtown 
area and be what �e Landing once was 
when it was �rst opened and was anchored 
by major retail stores.

In his scoring, Joseph had ranked Agency 
Landscape+Planning slightly ahead of 
Perkins&Will but still has no problem with 
the �nal outcome.

“This is an exciting project that will 
change the Downtown experience for years 
to come,” he said.

“Parks connect people to each other, and 
Riverfront Plaza will connect the community 
to the St. John’s River in a meaningful, 
heartfelt way.”

For their part, Perkins&Will say they 
are delighted to be the winning  design. 
Landscape Architect Design Principal 
Chrsitopher Counts said the transformative 
potential of the project cannot be overstated.

“�is new world-class park will be re�ective 
of the culture, diversity, and vitality of the 
City of Jacksonville,” he said in a written 
statement provided by DIA. “It will become 
part of the public consciousness of the 
City and a source of civic pride for the 
citizens of Jacksonville.”

�ere will now be a speci�c plan worked 
out between the city and Perkins&Will. 
Boyer said most of what’s being proposed 
will likely stay intact but some elements 
of the other proposals may also be added 
to the �nal design.

�e estimated total cost presented in 
June by the designers was $12 million for 
the park and between $11.5 to $18 million 
for the art sculpture depending on the 
materials used.

�e total price tag of $23.5 to $30 million 
was the highest estimate presented by the 
three �nal candidates.

Boyer said they hope to have completed 
negotiations on the contract and sent it to 
the Mayor’s o�ce by the end of September.

Construction could begin as early as 
next summer. 

RIVERFRONT PLAZA DESIGN 
UNVEILED, WINNER CHOSEN 
FOR FORMER LANDING SITE
Park to connect the community to St. Johns River, spark conversations

RENDERING COURTESY OF PERKINS&WILL

Avenue Antiques

Come see PRETTY OLD THINGS at...

904.388.3611
3575 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32205

Tue.-Sat. 11am-5pm  
Appointments Available

Decorative Arts, Furniture, China,
Glass, Art, Estate Sales & More

ANTIQUES & VINTAGE

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services
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904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com

www.JanieBoyd.com

5454 Mariners Cove Rd  Y  $399,500
Waterfront with ocean access, boat dock, hot tub, wonderful deck, updated baths,  

views of the river from everywhere! 2 bedrooms / 2 baths / 1,719 SF 
Call Trey Martin  904-534-7678

AVONDALE - 3653 St Johns Ave 32205  |  Yoga-Den.com

Monday, August 16 - 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
Monday, August 23 - 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
Monday, August 30 - 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
Monday, September 13 - 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 
Monday, September 20 - 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 

$90 class series • $20 drop in

Prenatal Yoga Class Series:

Take time to Nurture Yourself 
during pregnancy.Limited  Time Specials!

Invest in yourself!
• Book any facial & get a second facial for Free!
• Book a lash lift and get a lash tint for Free!

katiemolle@rosegoldbeauty.online • www.rosegoldbeauty.online

Katie M.
904-680-8639

Book any 
style full-
set eyelash 
extensions 
and get a  
fill-in for Free!

Book an 
eyebrow tint 
and get  
an eyebrow 
wax for Free!

Purchase a 
microblading 
session and  
get a touch 
up for Free!

ROSE GOLD BEAUTY



Inspiring restful sleep

© Baptist Health 2021

Peter Nassar, MD Don Lerner, MD

A good night’s sleep can make all the difference in your 
day, your mindset and your overall health. But if you 
have obstructive sleep apnea, a peaceful slumber can 
feel like chasing a dream. 

A device called Inspire® may be an option if you have 
moderate to severe sleep apnea and can’t tolerate 
using a CPAP machine. 

Smaller than the palm of your hand, the implanted 
device uses a gentle pulse to keep the airway open. 
And it usually stops snoring, too. 

baptistjax.com/inspire

904.202.0202
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Jacksonville Downtown Investment Authority gave unanimous 
approval July 7 to a $114 million incentive package with 
Jaguar owner Shad Khan for his plan to revitalize the former 
Kids Kampus parcel on the St. Johns River.

Khan’s development company, Iguana Investments is 
looking to build a $321 million development across from 
TIAA Bank Field. �e proposal includes a Four Seasons 
hotel and an o�ce building with space set aside for a renovated 
marina and an expanded Riverwalk. �e historic Fire Museum 
would be moved to a location on Catherine Street. 

DIA Board members said they were impressed with the 
plans being put forth by the development team. Board 
member Craig Gibbs said the plan was impressive and should 
alleviate any public concerns regarding greenspace and 
public access to the river.

“I think this deal does a good job of threading the needle 
in as much as you can. I know that the duPont study is a 
great thing,” he said. “I think the unfortunate reality is if we 
were to wait for everybody’s sighting and everybody’s meeting, 
and everybody’s public comment, and every private developers 
proposal, we would end up in a place where we would 
probably not get anything developed.”

Part of the deal stipulates that the DIA works with the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund to build a replacement park for 
Kids Kampus within ten acres of its original location.

The DIA and Jacksonville City Council donated $60,000 
to the Fund to create a Downtown Riverfront master plan 
to preserve public access downtown to the St. Johns River.   

Knowing they will be spearheading the design of the 
new park was enough to get several local environmental 
groups to support the plan. 

Greenscape of Jacksonville Interim Executive Director 
Lisa Grubba said her group is excited with what Jesse Ball 
DuPont has envisioned.

“�e preliminary plan described in the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund report… advances several objectives important to 
Greenscape,” she said. 

Grubba said she’s pleased the plan described as �e 
Esplanade, preserves a signi�cant portion of open space 
which can act as a resilient bu�er to the St. Johns River. 
She also said she’s happy to see plans to link the riverwalk 
to Metropolitan Park.  

�e park proposal must be approved by the state in regard 
to some grant restrictions, but DIA CEO Lori Boyer says 
it shouldn’t be a problem. She said they’ll present their 
proposal to state o�cials a�er the duPont plan is �nalized 
in the coming weeks.

JAX Chamber has been strongly in support of the plan 
presented by the Jaguars. JAX Chamber President and CEO 

Daniel Davis said it’s a huge deal for the city and he’s very 
excited over the prospect of the development.  

�e area known as the Shipyards has seen more than its 
share of proposed developments fall to the wayside for 
various economic reasons. Davis said he believes this time 
it will be di�erent and the Jaguars’ plans will become a 
reality.

“We’ve got a lot of momentum right now,” Davis said. 
“You’re seeing that downtown. You’re seeing that with other 
projects. So, we think this is a great �rst step and I am looking 
forward to [a vote by] the City Council.”

One additional legal hurdle needs to be cleared before 
the plan can be sent to the Council for its approval. Boyer 
said other private developers have until early August to 
submit their own plans for the space. If no one does, and 
she says there has been no indication that any other company 
is planning to do so, the Jaguars proposal would be 
introduced to the Council in August with a vote possible 
by the end of September.

While everything appears to be heading in the right 
direction Jaguars President Mark Lamping said they won’t 
be taking anything for granted. He said there could be 
some minor changes to the plan but if all goes well with 
the City Council, Lamping said he has no doubt there will 
be a Four Seasons Hotel coming to Jacksonille’s riverfront.

According to the deal, Iguana must break ground on the 
project by next June.  

KHAN, JAGUARS PLAN FOR RIVERFRONT GETS GREEN LIGHT FROM DIA

BY KEVIN J. MEERSCHAERT 
Resident Community News

RENDERING COURTESY OF HKS INC.

City Council could take up vote as early as September

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

SE P TE M B E R  1 0  & 1 1
P O N TE  V E D R A  I N N  & C LU B

Travel the Spice Route at this year’s Delicious 
Destinations. Celebrate our 20th anniversary by taking 

a �avorful tour of other cultures as you experience 
unique culinary creations from our area’s top chefs.

Presented by Miller Electric
Visit GiveStVincents.org



LOOKING 
TO BUY 

or SELL?
Call one of our 
experienced 
agents today!

1560 LANCASTER TER 1104 – $695,000
3 BR | 4 BA | 3,317 SQFT.
Listed By Nancy Cusimano

4240 POINT LA VISTA RD W – $3,325,000
5 BR | 4 BA | 3 HB | 7,000 SQFT.
Listed By Wade L Griffin

4221 STUDIO PARK AVE – $370,000
4 BR | 3 BA | 1 HB | 2,766 SQFT.
Listed By Alan Aptheker

8217 CASSIE RD – $184,400
3 BR | 1 BA | 1,373 SQFT.
Listed By Erin E King

5309 HOLLYCREST DR – $157,400
3 BR | 1 BA | 1,082 SQFT.
Listed By Erin E King

2940 CLAIRE LN – $455,000
6 BR | 4 BA | 2,841 SQFT.
Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn

9231 JAYBIRD CIR W – $425,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1 HB | 2,765 SQFT.
Listed By Alan Aptheker

6989 SAN JOSE BLVD – $799,000
3 BR | 3 BA | 1 HB | 4,000 SQFT.
Listed By Wade L Griffin

8204 JOSE CIR W – $710,000
4 BR | 3 BA | 1 HB | 3,239 SQFT.
Listed By Edmund Akers

348 CHARLOTTE ST – $599,400
3 BR | 3 BA | 2,364 SQFT.
Listed By Erin King

1326 BELVEDERE AVE – $419,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 1 HB | 1,326 SQFT.
Listed By Wade L Griffin

Tripp Newsom
904-234-6117

1635 LOCKEND RD – $340,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 2,063 SQFT.
Listed By Erica Davis

9252 SAN JOSE BLVD 1602 – $189,400
3 BR | 3 BA | 1,765 SQFT.
Listed By Erin E King

4828 ASTRAL ST – $279,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 1,545 SQFT.
Listed By Wade L Griffin

1632 N PEARL ST – $180,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 2,300 SQFT.
Listed By Edmund Akers

Alan Aptheker
904-982-3950

Robert Van Cleve
904-535-4420

Michael Smith
703-501-9591

Sherry Faircloth
904-463-7649

Nancy Pedrick 
Cusimano

904-728-0981

Keith Sowin
904-314-4324

Sami Choat
850-866-3757

Mariel Benn
703-473-8082

Erica Davis
904-219-0954

Seth Kimball
904-270-0210

Glenn Guiler
904-707-7712

3520 OAK ST – $525,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 1 HB | 2,078 SQFT.
Listed By Wade L Griffin
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1636 KING ST 1 – $395,000
2 BR | 2 BA | 1 HB | 2,454 SQFT.
Listed By Wade L Griffin

929 BROOKMONT AVE E – $315,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1 HB | 2,758 SQFT.
Listed By Edmund Akers

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

CLAIRE AUTREY
Office Manager, Avondale

O: 904.394.2323 
C: 904.742.9309 
E: Claireautrey@cbvfl.com

3610 St Johns Ave 
Jacksonville, FL 32205

CLAIRE AUTREYCLAIRE AUTREY

Tina Mattucci
904-710-3641

Ed Akers
904-651-6676

Sonia  
De Los Santos
954-439-5208

904-534-0969

We are filling our Windows.
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G
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DIN

G
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G
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Erin King
904-999-1780

Donations accepted: school supplies, 
pet supplies, food pantry supplies.
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COMING SOON TO THE SHOPPES OF AVONDALE- THE AMARA MED SPA!  A luxury 
medical spa that combines the opulence and tranquility of a resort spa, the latest and 
most revered aesthetic medical technology in the industry, and a dream team of advanced 
injectors and medical aestheticians.  The Amara Med Spa offers brand new technology that 
is exclusive to the area plus many of the tried and true services and products you’ve come 
to know and love.  From injectables, lasers, radio-frequency microneedling and vaginal 
rejuvenation, spa facials, body contouring, professional skin care products, and IV Therapy: 
they provide you the absolute best.  We look forward to welcoming you in September!  

COMING SEPTEMBER 2021

Saying the past year was one with many challenges for the 
people of Jacksonville, Mayor Lenny Curry has presented a 
$1.4 billion budget for the upcoming �scal year to the City 
Council.

�e spending plan includes pay raises and bonuses of 
about $2500 for city employees. “I want to personally thank 
the city employees when in the midst of a global pandemic 
and so much uncertainty didn’t even blink an eye,” Curry 
said. “Instead they showed up for the citizens of Jacksonville 
day a�er day.”   

�e $495 million Capital Improvement Plan for next year 
has an ambitious plan to address many longtime infrastructure 
needs.It includes $24 million for road resurfacing, double 
the previous annual commitment. A $50 million dollar 
investment in parks, pools, libraries and other enhancements 
with another $50 budgeted for next year. �e CIP also 

includes a $54 million commitment for drainage and resilience 
projects. �at’s a �ve fold increase from last year. 

Curry says there is also $50 million earmarked to phase 
out septic tanks in neighborhoods that had been promised 
the improvements for decades.  “It’s time the city lives up 
to its promises and to begin rebuilding trust in our community 
and this is a �rst step toward that goal,” he said.

Phasing out the septic tanks is a priority for City Council 
President Sam Newby.  He said he was very pleased to hear 
Mayor Curry will be investing greatly in neighborhood 
improvements. “�e city is de�nitely going to move forward 
in the right direction,” Newby said.

A�er several di�cult years things should be a lot easier 
for the Council Finance Committee when it begins its budget 
hearings August 12. 

Along with increased revenue from a hike in property 
values, the city will see additional funding from the federal 
government in COVID relief money and the Jobs for Jax 
legislation that doubled the local gas tax.

Group 2 At-large City Councilman Ron Salem said it’s a 
good year to be the Finance Chair. He said there will be no 

consideration of a millage hike or increase in city fees in the 
budget.

“I don’t see a need for that. I think that we have hit our 
citizens between the pension tax, the school sales tax over 
the last �ve or six years. I think the citizens have stepped 
up and I don’t see a need to do any more than that,” he said.    

Curry spent a large part of his June 20 address to the 
Council to urge local residents to remain vigilant in the �ght 
against COVID-19 and it’s recent variant. �ere has been a 
surge of recent cases in Duval County hospitals that have 
strained emergency services. Curry urged all residents to 
get vaccinated.  

�e Mayor’s o�ce has also submitted legislation for the 
proposed $120 million athletic complex for the Jaguars. �e 
city would fund $60 million with any cost overruns picked 
up by the team.

�e project, which is being called the �rst phase of a major 
stadium renovation, would include an indoor playing �eld 
and 127,087 square foot building for team o�ces, training 
and meeting rooms.

�e City Council must approve the budget by October 1st.   

MAYOR CURRY ROLLS OUT BUDGET, ANNOUNCES PRIORITIES

BY KEVIN J. MEERSCHAERT 
Resident Community News

RENDERING COURTESY OF ROSSETTI

Gas tax, COVID relief funds and rise in property values help fund long-forgotten projects

THIS RENDERING IS ONE OF A SERIES THAT 
ILLUSTRATES THE MAGNITUDE OF A NEWLY-
PROPOSED ATHLETIC TRAINING CENTER ON THE 
GROUNDS OF THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS/
JACKSONVILLE SPORTS COMPLEX. THE FLEX FIELD 
WILL BE A SHARED AMENTIY FOR COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMMING, WHILE ALSO AFFORDING THE NFL 
FRANCHISE A WORLD-CLASS EXPANSION OF ITS 
CURRENT FACILITIES. THE JAGUARS RANK AMONG 
THE LOWEST IN THE NFL FOR SQUARE-FOOTAGE 
FOOTBALL TRAINING GROUNDS.



45 years of Justice
A catastrophic injury can affect your life and your family forever. Since 1976, we’ve 

dedicated all our resources, experience and drive to ensuring your case is ready for trial. You 

deserve to get the physical, emotional and financial support you need, when you need it. 

When it’s all on the line, we’re all in. Thank you for trusting Coker Law. 

COKERLAW.COM  |  904.356.6071
OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE

LOONEY V. CRIME, ET AL.
$1,753,220

CHOISSER V. CONSUL
$800,000

MURPHY V. SWINSON
$516,905

Three Top 50 Verdicts in Florida in 2020
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Plans for a large, assisted living facility on 
the Ortega River opposed by residents nearby 
have been placed on an “inde�nite hold” by 
a local developer working with an out-of-state 
property owner and city planners, said city 
O�ce of General Counsel attorney Mary 
Sta�opoulos on July 26.

�e applicant for Vestcor Communities 
on behalf of the property owner Bixby Bridge 
Capital, LLC of the Chicago area, asked city 
planners for the hold to review “historical” 
documents related to the development of 
the property during roughly the last two 
decades, she said.

�e two visions competing for the future 
of the 2.34 acres fronting the Ortega River 
on the 4200 block of Lakeside Drive this year 
are starkly di�erent.

One has three condo buildings between 
Lakeside and the river where one eight-unit 
condo building stands today. It’s what 
neighboring residents say they’ll tolerate and 
what could be built today. It’s also what eight 
existing condo unit owners immediately east 
of the property expected when they bought 
homes from Bixby Bridge Capital, which has 
been working with Vestcor to rezone the 
2.3-acre parcel.

�e latter parties’ most recent competing 
plan aimed to rezone the site to accommodate 
120 assisted- and independent-living units 
for seniors inside a �ve-story building. 

Now residents are anxiously awaiting an 
opinion sought from the city’s Office of 
General Counsel (OGC) requested by several 
parties, including local District Councilwoman 
Randy DeFoor, as to whether a 2008 planned 
unit development (PUD) agreement between 
the property owner and the city that largely 
limits development on the site to condominiums 
alone can be amended to permit an assisted 
living facility.

�e PUD agreement contains this language: 
“... there shall be no further changes to the 
PUD unless extraordinary circumstances 
warrant it and if no adverse impacts to the 
surrounding land use would occur from 
such a change ...”

Some 23 years ago, Betty Ann Graves 
moved to a residential lot immediately north 
of the existing Ortega Landing marina 
clubhouse, one that’s within a few hundred 
feet of the existing residential building. She’s 
okay with more 2000-plus-square-foot condo 
units, but not 120 smaller units planned 
inside �ve-story structures.

“I feel there would be big demand for 
condos,” she reasoned. “... �ere could still 
be green space, open space. �at’s what we 
all agreed to; all the neighbors ... I don’t have 
a problem with assisted or independent living. 
�e biggest problem for me is the size of the 
buildings and how close they will be. �at’s 
all you will see. It’s too big. �ere will be too 
many cars. �ere’s no way the parking plan 
is su�cient. I don’t know how they would 
accommodate all those cars there,” she 
continued, “…maybe if it was a third of the 
size [tra�c and parking] would be manageable.”

Residents of the small Ortega Landing 
community association, along with a cohort 
of local neighbors and those living or 
vacationing on boats in the nearby marina, 
are opposed to the assisted living facility 
proposed by multi-family housing developer 
Vesctor on behalf of Bixby Bridge Capital, 
the property owner.

“When my wife and I went to the open 
house to look at these condos none had been 
sold,” recalled current condo unit owner 
Charles Johnston from his initial visit in 
2012 when they were seeking to relocate 
from their Avondale home. “Berkshire-
Hathaway was the real estate agent for Bixby. 
�ey were marketed and advertised as part 
of the community of Ortega Landing and 
undeveloped parcels would be developed in 
accordance with the PUD as condos, no 
restaurants.”

�ey moved in the following year.
“We know of no one in the neighborhood 

who is in favor of it,” said Mr. Johnston of 
the assisted living facility (ALF) plan.

Residents said they believed Vestcor 
chairman and founder John Rood has been 
lobbying city council members ahead of any 
potential rezoning application hearing. 

Ortega Landing was initially developed 
on about 4 acres as a marina and condominium 
project using a 2003 PUD agreement between 
the city and the former owner. �e parcels 
within the PUD have since been sold. �e 
subject 2-plus-acre site is owned through 
Florida subsidiaries by Bixby Bridge, which 
also owns the adjacent marina. �e current 
eight-unit condo building is owned by an 
association of unit owners.

Neighbors argue a �ve-story building with 
120 units is too big and intense for the property 
and runs counter to the PUD agreement as 
amended in 2008 a�er a �ght over planned 
building heights. It resulted in the restrictive 
PUD amendment language above.

Mr. Johnston said current residents enjoy 
the active, pedestrian- and watercra�-friendly 
community of Ortega Landing but fear the 
scope of the proposed plan could reduce 
their quality of life and property values.

“We’re surrounded by boats. It’s an active 
community. We’re not asking that the land 
remain vacant,” he said. “We want it to be 
developed to make the community more 
active. What we don’t want is something so 
large and so intense it doesn’t �t in and work 
with what’s already there.”

Vestcor Communities President, Will 
Morgan, said there’s a shortage of assisted 
living facilities in the area and the project 
would attract residents who would remain 
at the facility most of the time with many 

ORTEGA 
LANDING USE 
LIES IN WAIT, 
IN HANDS 
OF LEGAL 
AUTHORITIES

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News

RESIDENTS ANXIOUSLY 
AWAIT NEXT STEPS IN 
DETERMINATION OF USE

R E S I D E N T I A L  O R  C O M M E R C I A L

CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204     |      TerryVereenPlumbing.net

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be 
presented to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. 
Payments must be made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires August 31, 2021.

CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN AUGUST!

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

GET $25 OFF YOUR SERVICE

We handle Plumbing Emergencies: 

CALL TODAY!
904.384.5661

Cast Iron Replacement    |   Re-Piping   |   Drain Cleaning
Toilet & Faucet Repairs   |   Slab Leaks

Clogging your drain  
is your business. 

Unclogging it is ours.

Goldwell Master Colorist & 
Educator, DevaCurl Artist

@melody_hairpeace

FUN FACT
She appeared on Say Yes to the 
Dress: Atlanta Seasons 7 and 9

904.356.6856 | SEEKHAIRPEACE.COM | 2534 OAK STREET, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32204

STYLIST
MELODY CHOATE

River View Properties For Sale!

ERICA L JOLLES PA
Realtor – Happiness Maker

904-652-5978
Erica@SellsJax.com
www.SellsJax.com

ERICA L JOLLES PA
Realtor – Happiness MakerRealtor – Happiness Maker

1637 Race Track Rd • Suite 100 • St Johns, FL 32259

7004 GAINES CT 
EPPING FOREST

.32 ACRE LOT 
READY TO BUILD!

$1,625,000

$1,079,000

7004 GAINES CT 
EPPING FOREST

$

$

3600 HOLLY GROVE AVE
SAN JOSE

4 BR/3 FULL BA/1 HB
4,618 SQ FT



R E S I D E N T  C OM M UN I TY  N EWS   |   11AUG UST  2 0 2 1    |    R E S I D E N TN EWS. N E T

This view from the Southwest corner is where the assisted living facility would have an entrance and frontage to Lakeside Drive. The parcel has sat vacant for over 12 years while investors have considered the viability of the parcel for redevelopment.

amenities planned inside the facility. �erefore, 
he said, the proposal would not lead to a 
heavy increase in tra�c and congestion. He 
argued the current PUD calling for development 
to condos may result in more, rather than 
less, tra�c problems than an ALF.

Residents counter that tra�c from ALF 
employees, delivery trucks and other 
commercial vehicles could be worse.

“We thought it was a perfect �t,” Mr. Morgan 
said of the ALF project. He said the initial 
plan for a trio of condo buildings isn’t 
feasible now because only one building and 
eight units have been sold since the initial 
plans in the early 2000s.

“�at’s proof ...” he said that the PUD 
should be changed, adding that the proposed 
plan constitutes a “very passive” use of the 
2-plus-acre parcel.

Neighbors like Mrs. Graves fault the 
housing market crash of 2008 for slumping 
sales initially and say con�icts over building 
heights, unit volume and the like have 
dragged on-and-on since then.

“All-in-all, if you’re looking for a high-
density multi-family project, this checked 
all the boxes the other [plan] didn’t,” Mr. 
Morgan said of the ALF  proposal.

Regardless, residents like Mr. Johnston are 
considering legal action to protect the current 

PUD language. Asked what he considers an 
extraordinary circumstance, as referenced in 
the PUD changed in 2008, Mr. Morgan 
responded that riverfront property remaining 
undeveloped for 15-plus years is just that.
Residents, however, contend the language in 
the current PUD should have led to a denial 
of Vestcor’s rezoning application to accommodate 
120-unit ALF in the small community.

“We are now looking at �ling a lawsuit 
and seeking relief ...” said Mr. Johnston, 
adding that he doesn’t think he and his 
neighbors will “get a fair shake” should a 
rezoning application go before the city 
council given Mr. Rood’s political donations.

“It’s a body too in�uenced by politics and 
those who contribute money to campaigns 
rather than making decisions on sound 
zoning principles. If they were, the [ALF] 
application would be denied,” said Mr. 
Johnston.

Vestcor has retained Jacksonville attorney 
Steven Diebenow of Driver, McAfee, 
Hawthorne & Diebenow. Diebenow didn’t 
return a call for comment. T.R. Hainline is 
representing the condo association through 
the firm, Rogers Towers. He spoke on 
background but declined to be quoted and 
referred on-record comment requests to 
residents.

3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205 
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com

Historic Neighborhoods 
Are Our Passion

Listing Agent
Heather Buckman

 1828 CHERRY ST, 32205 - $459,000 
2 BR / 2 BA / 2,128 SQFT.

2355 POST ST, 32204 - $514,000 
3 BR / 2.5 BA / 2,707 SQFT.

CYNTHIA RIEGLER

Licensed Realtor, 
Cowford Realty & Design

206.250.9617

cynthia@cowfordrealty.com

AGENT SPOTLIGHT

Historic craftsman bungalow with 2 bedrooms 
PLUS bonus office space on the friendliest block 
in Avondale! Your home is tucked away on 
Cherry street a stone’s throw from the river. 
Walk in and relax on the private screened front 
porch before entering your home.

Riverside living at its finest! Big spacious living 
areas, with multiple fireplaces and loads of light. 
A renovated owners suite with a relaxing en suite 
bath upstairs, plus two other bedrooms. A raised 
deck overlooks your sparkling pool, and a hot tub 
is also found on the wrap around porch, not to 
mention, a workshop for the tinker in the family. 
Convenient to dining, shopping and more!

What’s your favorite part about being a realtor?

I like the feeling when a match is made - when a 
buyer discovers their new home. And I love building 
relationships that last beyond closing. 

Why do you love Jacksonville?

I moved here to be closer to family and was pleasantly 
surprised to discover that Jacksonville has a vibrant 
theater and arts community. 

What’s your real-life super power?

My real-life superpower is my ability to find 
commonalities and make connections.

WE'VE MOVED! 
Cowford Realty & Design 

is now on the corner of Park & Dancy!
stop in to say hi!

Listing Agent
Heather Buckman
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Downtown Jacksonville is looking to the past 
to help shape and revitalize its future via the 
Downtown Preservation and Revitalization 
Program (DPRP). Due to some ambitious plans 
for growth and revitalization, those programs 
are being put to the test and should spell 
progress for Downtown in the months ahead.

Launched by the Downtown Investment 
Authority (DIA), the program’s mission is to 
facilitate adaptive reuse projects within down-
town Jacksonville through increased funding.

According to the DIA’s program guideline, 
the new program will apply to historic pres-
ervation projects seeking more than $100,000 
in city funding. It also removes the $1 million 
maximum in city funding that had previously 
applied to historic preservation projects.

SouthEast Development Group, LLC plans 
to use incentives approved through the 
program to renovate the Laura Street Trio. 
Built between 1902 and 1912, the Trio 
buildings are �e Florida Life Insurance, 
Bisbee and Marble Bank buildings at Forsyth 

and Laura streets. �e nearly $25 million 
incentives package plans to convert the 
structures into a 145-room Marriott Autograph 
Hotel with a restaurant, lounge, boutique 
grocery store and a ground �oor retail space.

�e package is headed to the City Council 
for �nal approval and SouthEast Development 
Group, LLC Managing Director, Steve Atkins, 
says it will likely receive approval in August. 
�e project is slated to close on �nancing in 
September and have construction underway 
by October, Atkins aims to debut the reno-
vations in mid-2023.

Atkins is experienced in renovating and 
preserving historical buildings. He successfully 

completed the restoration of the Barnett 
National Bank Building, which was originally 
built in 1926. It is now home to the University 
of North Florida Center for Entrepreneurship 
& Innovation, commercial o�ces, 107 apart-
ment units, Vagabond Co�ee, and a Chase 
Bank branch location. He also has a proposal 
to revamp the Riverfront with residential 
units, hotels and retail, including a two-story 
dining and entertainment destination.

Having grown up in San Marco, Atkins is 
excited to see the changes coming to the 
downtown area. “When I was a kid, downtown 
was still thriving and was the city center and 
everything was happening there. I remember 

it from that perspective. Construction, design, 
and preservation have been somethings that 
I’ve been interested in most of my career. I 
really thrive on the challenge that these things 
present. Anybody can build a box, but I like 
to be challenged.”

JWB Real Estate Capital President Alex 
Sifakis also welcomes the difficult and 
painstaking renovations that these structures 
require. “�at’s one of the main reasons we 
do the work on historic buildings. It’s inter-
esting and it’s a challenge. We feel that that 
it’s a place where we can contribute.”

JWB Real Estate Capital received an 
incentive package of $8,706,356 through the 

INCENTIVES INCREASE 
CHANCE OF SAVING  
HISTORIC STRUCTURES

Preserving ‘Authentic’ Downtown Jacksonville

BY SUSANNAH PARMENTER 
Resident Community News

The Laura Street Trio in a historical photo illustrating the activity that once bustled from the 
downtown buildings.

Renderings of the current plans for the Laura Street Trio include the addition of a Marriott Autograph 
Collection branded hotel, which is slated for the corner of  Adams and North Laura Streets.       

RENDERING COURTESY OF SOUTHEAST DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC

Make your home unique, shop at Avonlea Antiques and Interiors.

11am-5pm Everyday : Saturday 10am-6pm  |  (904) 636-8785  |  8101 Philips Highway, Jacksonville, FL 32256  |  avonleamall.com

Avonlea is a safe environment 
to shop. There is plenty of hand 
sanitizer and our 40,000 sqft 
makes social distancing easy.

Avonlea boasts an eclectic mix of 
antiques, interiors and accessories 

for the modern homemaker.In case you haven’t heard, we 
are having a LIVE sale on 
Facebook August 19th at 7pm 
that you won’t want to miss! 

This sale is on all things 
Mid-Century Modern and we’ve 
got a wide variety of items!

Enjoy a delicious meal 
and drinks at the 
Full Circle Eatery 
located inside.

  @AvonleaAntiques

HISTORIC PHOTOS COURTESY OF WAYNE WOOD 

www.bbrooke.com
Beverley.Brooke@FloridaNetworkRealty.com

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

Beverley Brooke REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782 
Beverley.Brooke@FloridaNetworkRealty.com
www.bbrooke.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH A�liates, LLC

$1,075,000  |  3583 HEDRICK ST  |  4 br / 2.5 ba / 3,114 sq�. + 1100 sq�. guesthouse
Family room is full of natural light overlooking the pool and leading out to the covered porch. Beautiful foyer with a stately, 
winding staircase leading to the upstairs. Nestled on a double lot in the heart of Avondale with a pool and 1,100 square foot 2 
bedroom guest house with family room, kitchen and 1 &1/2 baths. Please call with any questions and to see this beautiful house!

Turning your dreams 
into an address.

A member of the franchise system of BHH A
iliates, LLC

Here to help you with all your
Real Estate needs

��������������

TOP PRODUCER FOR 16 YEARS!

©2021 BHH A�iliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway a�iliate, and a franchisee of BHH A�iliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway a�iliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

4436 McGirts Boulevard
3 Stories • 7,000+ sq ft • 5 Bedrooms • 8 Baths • Incredible Outdoor Space • Pool • Hot Tub  

Summer Kitchen • Dock • Covered Porch w/Fireplace • Movie Theater Room • Chef’s Kitchen  
Heated Marble Floors in Master Bath • Underground Garage for Golf Cart and Boat Toys

904-387-4814
bwmarineconstruction.com

4611 Lakeside Drive

 Celebrating 40 years serving  
our customers and community!

Established 1981

$299  
BOAT LIFT 

SPECIAL!

bwmarineconstruction.com

our customers and community!

Established 1981

Complete service adjustment,  
visual inspection of all components, 

grease fittings and replacement of  
belts for single lift* 

*Does not include electrical components.
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DPRP for the Florida Baptist Convention 
Building and the Federal Reserve Bank 
building. JWB Real Estate Capital was the 
�rst to receive incentives through the DPRP. 
JWB, led by Sifakis, plans to turn the Baptist 
Convention property into a mixed-use space 
with the lower �oors dedicated to restaurant 
and mercantile use and the upper �oors 
o�ering 24 studio and one-bedroom apart-
ments. �e Federal Reserve building will 
consist of restaurant and event space. Sifakis 
says the company has the permits and will 
start renovations early next month.

Sifakis is also seeking incentives for the 
�omas V. Porter House 

on Julia Street and plans to turn the mansion 
into o�ce space and develop a restaurant in 
the basement. 

AXIS Hotels LLC is also utilizing an 
incentive package to start the renovation of 
the Ambassador Hotel, built in 1923, into a 

TRYP by Wyndham. 
Due to the high costs of ren-

ovating older buildings, Sifakis 
says that before the DPRP, the 
city struggled to attract devel-
opers. “Incentives are critical 
because developers need to be 
able to make at least some money 
or they’re not going to do a deal. 
�at’s why all these properties 
have sat vacant, blighted and 
unused for years because the 
numbers don’t work.”

�e costs of renovating his-
torical structures can be extreme 
and, in many cases, it would be 
cheaper to demolish them. But 
for some, the preservation of 
history is more important than 
repair costs. DIA CEO Lori Boyer 
explains, “�ere is a value, a 

cultural value in preserving the history and 
the character of various building styles. It 
certainly adds to the character and the 
uniqueness of downtown.”

Boyer also feels that while there is a sig-
ni�cant cost associated with renovating these 
buildings, in the end it will economically 
bene�t the area. 

“�e vacant and abandoned structures that 
are just sitting on the landscape and being 
allowed to deteriorate, drag down the eco-
nomic value and potential of all the surrounding 
property. It has a negative impact on adjacent 
property values and a negative impact on 
the vitality of downtown.”

Money aside, community members in the 
area do support this new program and the 
changes it will bring. Dr. Wayne Wood, a 
resident of Riverside and widely-known 
historian of Jacksonville, sees it as vital for 
the downtown area. “�ese funds are spe-
ci�cally designated for this. �ey have been 
derived, just for saving old buildings. �e 
downtown of every city in America is the 
heart of the city. And as former mayor Jake 
Godbold once said, ‘Downtown is the heart 
of Jacksonville. And if we don’t have a healthy 
heart, all of the city su�ers.’”  

Alan Bliss, CEO of the Jacksonville Historical 
Society, loves the rich history of the city and 
believes that many of these historical structures 
deserve preservation not only for current 
residents and tourists but also for future 
generations. “When you visit a city and you 
go to its downtown and you see the old 
buildings that have stood there for decades, 
or in some cases centuries, you become 
present in the inherited sort of legacies of 
the people who came before everyone there. 
�at is what gives people a sense that they 
are in the authentic Jacksonville. People do 
not travel to Jacksonville because they want 

to see what shopping center developers have 
been doing at St. Johns Town Center or the 
Orange Park Mall, they look to the evidence 
of the past to really get a sense of what 
Jacksonville is authentically.”

Atkins also recognizes the uniqueness of 
these places and says they won’t stand the 
test of time unless we as a city work to 
maintain them. “Buildings have lifespans 
just like everything else. But for the most 
important historic buildings, I personally 
think it’s very important for us to do what 
we can to preserve and keep those in service. 
�ey add a certain fabric to the downtown 
community that is irreplaceable. Once they’re 
gone, they’re gone for good, and you can’t 
recreate that.”

The Florida Baptist Building is one of the structures that JWB has 
incorporated in its plans to rehabilitate, it was built in 1924.

Plans illustrate the cohesive use of three historic structures by incorporating 
outdoor use, converting a parking lot into usable amenities in a courtyard.       

RENDERING COURTESY OF ROBBINS DESIGN STUDIO

 These funds are 
speci�cally designated for 
this. They have been derived, 
just for saving old buildings. 
The DOWNTOWN OF EVERY 
CITY IN AMERICA IS THE 
HEART OF THE CITY. And as 
former mayor Jake Godbold 
once said, ‘DOWNTOWN IS 
THE HEART OF JACKSONVILLE. 
And if we don’t have a 
healthy heart, all of  
the city su�ers.’” 

— Dr. Wayne Wood
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Local lawyer secures appellate court reversal for Joe Exotic

On July 14, the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Tenth Circuit released an opinion that vacated Joe 
Maldonado-Passage’s sentence and remanded his case 
for resentencing for his role in a murder-for-hire plot 
and violating federal wildlife laws. Maldonado-Passage 
is better known as Joe Exotic, the zookeeper who was 
featured in the popular Net�ix documentary “Tiger 
King: Murder, Mayhem and Madness.” 

While this does not guarantee that Exotic will get a 
new trial, it was a necessary �rst step, according to 
John M. Phillips, whose Phillips & Hunt law o�ces in 
downtown Jacksonville represents Exotic. Phillips is 
the lead attorney for Exotic’s criminal and litigation 
team.

“Now that the appellate court has ruled, we will be 
�ling motions on Joe’s behalf that will reveal both 
undisclosed and newly discovered evidence as well as 
numerous examples of government misconduct,” 
Phillips said.

“Tiger King” Joe Exotic was sentenced in January 
2020 to 22 years in federal prison a�er being convicted 
in district court of trying to hire two di�erent men to 
kill animal rights activist Carole Baskin. 

In its opinion, the U.S. Court of Appeals acknowledged 
that Exotic’s sentence should be reduced because the 
district court mistakenly thought that the two murder-
for-hire convictions should not be grouped. Legally 
speaking, Carole Baskin did not experience multiple 
harms.

�e ruling acknowledges that the court should have 
treated them as one conviction at sentencing because 
they both involved the same goal of killing Baskin, 
who runs a rescue sanctuary for big cats in Florida. 
Accordingly, the court should have sentenced Exotic 
to somewhere between 17 1/2 years and just under 22 
years in prison, rather than between just under 22 
years and 27 years in prison. �e court has ordered 
the trial court to re-sentence Exotic.

JOHN M. PHILLIPS

JOSEPH MALDONADO-PASSAGE

LUXURY LIVING & BREATHTAKING 
VIEWS IN HISTORIC BROOKLYN
VISTA Brooklyn is bringing new levels of luxury to Historic Brooklyn in 
Jacksonville. With spacious studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom apartments, 
the community boasts unparalleled views of the St. Johns River. A 
rooftop pool and lounge, beer garden and state-of-the-art Technogym 
fitness equipment, loved by Olympians and the PGA Tour, are among 
the amenities of this wellness-focused community. Enjoy Riverwalk and 
highway access, dining, shopping and nightlife, all just moments away.

Everything you desire is within your reach at VISTA Brooklyn.VISTA
BROO K LY N VistaBrooklyn.com  |  200 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32202  |  904.544.8400

DR. LOPEZ JOINS MILLENNIUM 
PHYSICIANS GROUP, SERVES 
NEEDS OF LOCALS

Millennium Physician Group welcomed Dr. Albert A. Lopez, 
Jr., D.O. to their group of practice locations. Dr. Lopez is an 
internal medicine physician who has been located at 4291 
Roosevelt Blvd., in Jacksonville for many years. Dr. Lopez 
and his sta� can be reached at (904) 598-1888.

Millennium is one of the largest and fastest growing 
independent physician groups in Florida with more than 
550 healthcare providers, 150-plus locations, 10 walk-in 
centers, and 25-plus specialty services. Millennium is 
committed to bringing top-notch, patient-centered care to 
patients across Florida. For more information on Millennium 
Physician Group, please visit the group’s website www.
MillenniumPhysician.com

DR. ALBERT A. 
LOPEZ, JR., D.O
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Leadership Jacksonville has announced 
its 2021-22 officer and new members. 
The board of directors is led by President 
Kathy Miller, senior vice president of 
financial services and tax for Regency 
Centers Corporation.

“With this outstanding group of leaders, 
we are ready to begin another year, 
preparing adult and youth leaders to 
make a difference in our community,” 
said Leadership Jacksonville’s CEO, Jill 
Langford Dame.

The organization was established in 
1976 as a vehicle to stimulate growth of 
leadership in northeast Florida. It has 
four major programs: Leadership 
Jacksonville, New Leadership Summit, 
Youth Leadership Jacksonville and 
Leadership Jacksonville Next Generation.

Leadership 
Jacksonville 
announces 
2021-2022 
Board of 
Directors

President Kathy Miller, senior vice president, 
financial services and tax, Regency Centers 
Corporation

President-Elect Michael Howland, president 
and CEO, Jacksonville Speech and Hearing 
Center

Secretary/Treasurer Ron Pellum, president, 
Ennis, Pellum & Associates, CPAs

Immediate Past President Bruce Fafard, CEO, 
Museum of Science and History

Vicky Basra, president/CEO, Delores Barr 
Weaver Policy Center

Cynthia Gri�n, director, pharmacy government 
programs, Florida Blue

Thanh Hogan, vice president-clinical operations, 
UF Health Jacksonville

Michael Huskey, director of workplace 
development, Haskell

Mincy Pollock, owner/founder, Florida Care 
Assurance Group

Sheila Pressley, director, customer revenue 
services, JEA

Will Smith, chief commercial o�cer, One Call David Thompson, trial attorney, Coker Law

CONGRATS 
TO OUR  

SALES LEADER!

ELLEN WILSON
904.445.1846

CATHLEEN  
LEE

VICKI 
FLANNERY

BART  
COLBERT

CHRISTINE 
ALLMAND

LISA ANTHONY 
TUCKER

LEE  
NORVILLE

SHEFFIELD  
SLIER 

TOY 
SCOTT

LEE
GUDAL DAVIS

SCOTT
FORTENBERRY

LINDA
SHEPHERD

BILL 
SHEFFIELD

WINFIELD 
 DUSS

DAVID
TAYLOR

904.465.4987  |  William.Milne@USBank.com  

William Milne 
Senior Residential 
Mortgage Lender

Contact me to learn  
more about home 
financing solutions. 
 

Proudly serving  
homeowners in NE  

Florida for over 35 years.  

RESPECTED, 
EXPERIENCED, 

PROFESSIONAL. 
 

NORVILLEREALTY.COM 
5335 ORTEGA BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL

(904) 388-4400

NMLS ID #648915

PRIME ORTEGA FOREST BEAUTY! 
WAVERLY LANE - $495,000

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!   
VERONA AVENUE  -  $329,000

TRADITIONAL ALL BRICK HYDE GROVE
ELECTRA DRIVE  -  $265,000

SUPER CUTE UPDATED MURRAY HILL
PLUM STREET  - $259,900 

LEE NORVILLE: 904.707.3030 ELLEN WILSON: 904.445.1846

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS!

SCOTT FORTENBERRY: 904.309.3564

ELLEN WILSON: 904.445.1846

ACROSS FROM 8 ACRE PARK!

3BR/1BA, NEW KITCHEN & BATH!
ROSSELLE STREET - $200,000

DAVID TAYLOR: 904.424.3946

COMPLETELY REMODELED!

ONE OF A KIND FLOOR PLAN!
JOHN GORRIE CONDO - $245,000

ELLEN WILSON: 904.445.1846

1BR/1BA + 2 HUGE CLOSETS

NEWLY PAINTED INSIDE & OUT!4BR/3.5BA, 2 FIREPLACES!
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In the case of Palmer Smith, North meets 
South and the result is Smith’s �rst published 
collection of work, �e Butter�y Bruises. 
Born in New York City to a southern mother, 
Smith’s mother packed up their car every 
summer and drove Smith and her brother 
down the east coast to North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Florida to visit their many 
relatives. 

“I have spent every summer of my life in 
the Ortega and Avondale neighborhoods of 
Jacksonville, as my family, the Cassidys, all 
live there,” Smith said.

During the week of June 21, she did several 
readings and signings in the Jacksonville 
area at Chamblin’s Bookmine, San Marco 
Books and More, Story and Song, and �e 
BookMark.

Her yearly travels gave her the opportunity 
to study and re�ect on Northeastern versus 
Southern American cultures, family, nature 
versus technology, animals, the ocean and 
the imagination. �e Butter�y Bruises is her 
compilation of 80 poems and several short 
stories in which a manatee befriends a widow, 
a ghost haunts an old Charleston home and 
New York City becomes its own character. 
Some of the texts are full of magic, others 
full of mystery. �e collection is organized 
into six themed poetry sections and one 
�nal section of short stories.

“From sonnets to somnambulance, from 
algae to oxytocin, from manatees to Manhattan, 
Smith rides the riptides of memory’s �ctions 
and frictions in this proli�c debut,” said 

Professor Robert Dewhurst, poetry critic 
and scholar. 

Passionate about writing and poetry, 
Palmer is a current pursuing her master’s 
degree in English. She attended Convent 
of the Sacred Heart as a child and Sarah 
Lawrence for her bachelor’s degree in creative 
writing, French literature and pre-law. Her 
poetry and short stories have appeared in 
a host of magazines and journals. �e CFO 
of Garden and Gun Magazine recently 
praised her poetry. 

To find Palmer Smith’s tour dates, or 
purchase a copy of “�e Butter�y Bruises,” 
go to thebutter�ybruisesbook.com.

‘The Butterfly Bruises’ author 
reflects on time in Jacksonville

IBERIABANK First Horizon recently 
donated $10,000 to Riverside Avondale 
Preservation (RAP) to assist with its e�orts 
toward the beauti�cation and maintenance 
of the Five Points area.

�is investment complemented the City 
of Jacksonville’s major infrastructure 
project on Lomax Street. It helped fund 
power washing and some landscaping 
that has already been done from Post 
Street to Park Street. Installation of new 
trans cans, signage, and light �xtures is 
planned for the fall.

�e check was presented by Abel Harding, 
President of the North Florida Market 

IBERIABANK First Horizon to RAP’s 
Executive Director, Shannon Blankinship. 
Councilwoman Randy DeFoor was present.

“As part of our mission to improve the 
well-being of our neighbors and support 
organizations creating a more sustainable 
future for our communities, we are thrilled 
to support the e�orts of Riverside Avondale 
Preservation in the beauti�cation of our 
neighborhood,” said Harding. “Living in 
Five Points, this project is close to home. 
I appreciate the hard work our city has 
put into improving infrastructure and 
accessibility for both its residents and 
local businesses.”

Local bank donates $10,000 to RAP Author Palmer Smith with her debut collection, The Butterfly 
Bruises, and her grandmother at a recent private reading

Abel Harding, Shannon Blankinship, and Randy DeFoor

Local bank donates $10,000 
to RAP

Arlington O�ce:
1343 Rogero Road

Jacksonville, 
Florida 32211

(904) 717-9145

Jacksonville Beach O�ce:
1236 3rd Street South
Jacksonville Beach, 

Florida 32250
(904) 595-5959

San Jose O�ce:
6018 San Jose Blvd. W.

Jacksonville, 
Florida 32217

(904) 739-7100

Let us help you navigate legal issues, regulations, and 
liabilities, and keep your best interest in the forefront.

Brought to 
you by

Long and Short Term Rentals | Vacation Rentals 
Investment Properties | Corporate Housing | Relocation Services 
Coordinate and Supervise Maintenance and Emergency Repairs

�ree Locations to Serve You:

904-853-6624 | 1236 3rd Street South, Jacksonville Beach, FL
www.PropertyManagementLegends.com

Our property management process includes property inspection, 
marketing and advertising, potential tenant screening, property 

maintenance, comprehensive status updates on income and expenses, 
direct tenant interactions (negotiations, lease preparation, rent 

collection, maintenance coordination), and more.

POOL RENOVATIONS * RETAINING WALLS * SIDEWALLS * SEALER
PATIOS * DRIVEWAYS * FIRE PITS * STONE REPAIR * PRESSURE WASHING

w w w.dossantoser vices.com
Owners, Joe and Joana Dos Santos

Office 904-901-5364 • Mobile 904-738-1486

We are on time, presentable, and have a trustworthy team  
that can help you make your vision become a reality.

Make your outdoor living spaces 

OUTSTANDING!
You provide the inspiration and 

WE’LL GET THE JOB DONE.
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Downtown Ecumenical Services 
Council is having a party, a party 
with a purpose on Aug. 23 at WJCT 
Studios. �e organization has been 
helping on the front lines during 
the most severe impacts of COVID-
19 on the job market and the 
ravaging impacts on public health. 
�ey need more superheroes, more 
locals to step up in the �ght to 
beat back poverty and the circum-
stances that keep people from 
thriving during tough times.

With a small sta�, an outstanding 
volunteer core and a group of 
dedicated board and committee 

members, the organization gets 
the job done…but not without the 
help of donors and other sponsors 
from our community. Join Captain 
Underwear, Queen Appétit, 
Commander Current and Princess 
Pantaloons as they call on 
Jacksonville’s finest citizens to 
celebrate DESC and those who 
come for help. 

“�ere are families struggling 
with the realities of unemployment, 
health crises and education chal-
lenges.  DESC has been meeting 
these challenges head-on for our 
community for over 38 years.  

When we toured DESC, we were 
overwhelmed with the individual 
care and the “stretching of a dollar” 
that occurs with the staff and 
volunteers.  The Edna Sproull 
Williams Foundation has been 
supporting DESC for many years, 
and this is a chance for us to carry 
on the support established by our 
fathers Pat and Mike Williams,” 
shared Honorary Chairs David 
and Lisa Williams.

 For more information visit 
descdefenders.com or call 904-
398-7955 to speak to someone at 
DESC about how you can help.

Seeking DESC Defenders, a call to action

Lisa Grubba, a board 
member of Greenscape 
of Jacksonville, has been 
named the company’s 
Inter im Execut ive 
Director, following the 
retirement of Anna 
Dooley, who served for 
nearly 25 years.

“We’re thankful to Anna 
Dooley for her many 
years of service to 
Greenscape, and we look 
forward to Lisa Grubba’s 
leadership during this 
transition,” said Board 
President Kim Bongiovanni.

Grubba is an award-winning journalist and Florida Master Naturalist 
who has been covering environmental matters in Northeast Florida 
for more than a decade. She founded the digital magazine Florida 
Field Notes, and she hosts a radio segment entitled “Wild Florida” on 
WJCT 89.9 FM. She will work with Becky Henson, Greenscape’s 
Assistant Director, as the organization emerges from the pandemic 
and continues its e�orts to plant, protect, and promote trees.

“I am thrilled to help lead an organization with such deep roots in 
our community, especially now. As appreciation for the role of trees 
has grown from beauti�cation and property value enhancement to 
include storm water management, heat reduction, and wildlife habitat 
preservation, Greenscape is poised to lend its decades of experience 
to Jacksonville as it addresses resiliency issues,” Grubba said.

Grubba began her career in �nance with Barnett Bank, later 
managing the statewide operations of a regional company. She holds 
a Bachelor’s in Finance from the University of Central Florida, a 
Master’s in Journalism from Harvard, and a Master Naturalist 
certi�cation from the University of Florida.

Lisa Grubba, Interim Executive Director of Greenscape 

Lisa Grubba named Greenscape’s 
Interim Executive Director

Local bank donates $10,000 
to RAP

Honorary Chairs David and Lisa Williams with Susan and Rick Brodeur

Your Neighborhood Realtor,
here to serve the community!

Stop by for a coffee or a glass of wine,
we'd love to chat!

(904) 327-5783  |  www.cadyjax.com
3568 St Johns Ave. Jacksonville, FL 32205

@cadyjax

BLACKSHEEP5POINTS.COM

PASTAHOUSE
MADE

1708142

You only live once. 
That’s worth 
protecting.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

A conversation about life insurance 
now can make a big impact on your 
family (and even your retirement) later.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave

Jacksonville, FL  32210
Bus: 904-381-1206

cam@camanderson.net
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JIM WHITTAKER TO RETIRE FROM ARC

Jim Whittaker, President/CEO of �e Arc Jacksonville will retire 
in December a�er 21 years with the organization and 46 years in 
the industry.

Whittaker has dedicated his professional life to serving individuals 
with intellectual and developmental di�erences (IDD), a population 
he began working with when he was a teenager. Upon earning his 
Bachelor’s in Education from the University of Florida, he led the 
newly formed Arc of Putnam. He then grew �e Arc Jacksonville.

“I have seen �rsthand how Jim’s ability to e�ectively bring ideas 
and opportunities to reality enabled �e Arc Jacksonville to become 
an exceptional organization. His understanding and commitment 
to innovation, inclusion, service quality, and �nancial accountability 
have been cornerstones in the development and management of 
programs and services,” said John Cooksey, Chairman of Board at 
�e Arc Jacksonville.

�e Board is working with a search �rm to �nd the most quali�ed 
candidate for the next President/CEO and will share more news 
this fall.

JIM WHITTAKER

Volunteers in Medicine (VIM) plans to honor eight 
women at the Sixth Annual Women with Heart 
Luncheon to take place on Wednesday, February 2, 
2022 at the Florida Blue Conference Center.

�e 2022 honorees are:
Terrie Andrews, PhD, Baptist Health
Debbie Buckland, TRUIST Bank
Paula Chamberlain, MSN, MA, Ascension St. Vincent’s
Jessica Cummings, Brooks Rehabilitation
Sejal Kuthiala, MD, Memorial Hospital, Cancer 
Specialists of North Florida
Susan Monahan, OD, Ponte Vedra Eye Associates
Patricia Gillum Sams, JEA and �e Sistah Covenant
Kelli Wells, MD, Florida Blue

Each honoree has committed to a month of advocacy 
and service to VIM’s free healthcare clinic.

“�ese women have demonstrated exceptional 
commitment to the health of the community through 
their professional and personal engagement and 
accomplishments,” Ann Carey, VIM Board Chair 
said of the honorees.

“�ese women are community leaders, advocates, 
and key in�uencers,” said Jennifer Ryan, VIM CEO.

VIM is currently accepting sponsors for the 
luncheon to help ensure that those who do not earn 
enough money to meet their basic needs will have 
access to healthcare. By supporting VIM through 
the Women with Heart Luncheon, the ALICE (Asset 
Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) population 
is given a medical home, keeping them healthy, 
employed, and out of hospital emergency rooms.

�e luncheon kicks o� a year-long awareness and 
fundraising campaign. Featured will be a drawing 
for the 2022 “Heart of Jacksonville” necklace, donated 
by Allen’s Jewelers and valued at $13,000. Only 150 
tickets will be sold at $100 each.

For more information about sponsorship opportunities, 
luncheon details, and event tickets, please contact 
Karen Smith, VIM’s development manager, at (904) 
399-2766 extension 102# or KSmith@vim-jax.org.

Volunteers 
in Medicine 
to honor 
eight 
women

Nina Waters, CEO of The Community Foundation, receives award from Jennifer 
Ryan, CEO of Volunteers in Medicine, 2020



Albert A. Lopez, Jr., D.O., FASPC  
4291 Roosevelt Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32210 | (904) 598-1888 | www.MillenniumPhysician.com  

What  sets you apart?
I approach medicine by treating each patient as  
the N of 1. This means the entire process of testing  
and treatment is personalized to that individual  
patient. It’s all about the person in front of me;  
it’s about solving that one clinical issue no one  
has been able to �gure out. I have been called an 
innovator and early adapter of new technologies 
and treatments.

Where  were you before  
Jacksonville?
I did my residency at the University of  
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and received my  
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from Nova  
Southeastern University in North Miami Beach, FL. 
I’ve lived and practiced in Philadelphia and  
Delaware before moving to Jacksonville. 

Why  did you choose to join  
Millennium Physician Group?
Millennium approaches medicine in a holistic  
manner. Everybody is kind and all about  

patient-centered care, which aligns with my  
philosophy. I believe there’s always something  
new to learn and something new to teach. As 
physicians, we don’t spend enough time teaching 
patients something every time they come in. 
 When  should patients make  
an appointment with you?
I’m an internal medicine physician, sort of the 
general contractor of medicine. I do a little bit of 
everything, with a strong interest in prevention  
and care of lipids, diabetes, and cardiovascular 
issues. Cardiovascular disease starts in your 20s,  
and the earlier you come in and we get a family 
history and baseline, the better your outcome  
will be long-term. 
 How  do you hope patients feel  
when leaving your office? 
My hope is patients leave our o�ce and feel  
like they are part of a medical family, that’s really  
important to me. You should feel like you’re  
walking into your medical home where you can  
ask questions, you feel welcome and can get great 
care. Those little pieces add up to a success story.

“It’s all about preventing an event,   
  living life to its fullest and being  
  as healthy as you can be.” 
                     - Dr. Albert A. Lopez, Jr. 

W            ho: Albert A. Lopez, Jr., D.O., FASPC
I have been in the Jacksonville area for more than 25 years  
and am proud to o�er patients a more personalized form of care.  
I focus more than anything on treating the person as a whole.

Professionalism Integrity Experience

WWW.JONSINGLETON.COM | (904) 226-3480

“Jon and his team did a phenomenal job selling our 

Nocatee home and helping us buy a fantastic brick 

Colonial in St Nicholas! That’s the third sale our family 

has had with the Singleton Team, so we’ve told all of our 

friends they’ve got to give them a call!” – Jessie & Alex

Susan Hopkins, Jon Singleton and Katherine Wohlers - Watson Realty Corp.
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Located in the shoppes of Avondale. 3620 St. Johns Ave.

For Pick-up Call 904.388.5688

For Delivery 
order through View Our Menu At SushikoJax.com

Check out our Organic Check out our Organic 
and Vegan Menu and Vegan Menu 
Items, made with Items, made with 
Organic Ingredients!Organic Ingredients!

Open 6 Days a Week
Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 11:00am – 10:00pm

Fri. – Sat.: 11:00am – 11:00pm
Sun.: 12:00noon – 9:00pm

Closed Tuesdays

Seashore Roll
Shrimp tempura,  
real crab, avocado, 
topped with fresh 
tuna, scallops 
dynamite, jalapeño 
and spicy sauce.

Wolfson Children’s ER and Porter Family Trauma 
Center earn Emergency Nurses Association Award  

�e Sanctuary on 8th Street has been 
a haven for children facing di�cult 
situations in their local Spring�eld 
neighborhood, for many years, it has 
been a place of respite a�erschool and 
through the summer months. The 
organization has been giving hope to 
countless families since its founding in 
1992, and with help from considerate 
contributors, will continue to do this 
good work for children.

In September, on the 23rd, an 
exceptional party will be held at the 
Garden Club of Jacksonville in Riverside, 
which will raise funds by engaging 
donors, sponsors and friends. “SHINDIG 

- An Evening in the Garden” will feature 
dinner, live music, a silent auction and 
an update on student accomplishments. 

For anyone seeking sponsorship 
information or tickets, visit www.
sanctuaryon8th.org and search the 
events tab, or by calling 904-356-3588. 
�is year’s funds will bene�t the quality 
a�erschool programs and summer camp 
o�erings a�orded by the fundraising 
e�orts of the organization.

SHINDIG 
event delivers 
support to 
underserved 
children

Beat The Summer Heat!
Call Us Today To  Have  
Your A/C System Serviced!  

(904) 503-7719  |  www.weatherengineers.com#CAC041190

$50 OFF 
A/C Repair

Excludes diagnostic fee, filters, max discount 50%. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. 

Expires 08/31/21

$25 OFF 
Pre-Paid Comfort Club  

Maintenance Membership
Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. 

Expires 08/31/21

www.weatherengineers.comwww.weatherengineers.comwww.weatherengineers.com RNW

RNW

Your A/C System Serviced!  Your A/C System Serviced!  Your A/C System Serviced!  
24 HOUR SERVICE

Minutes matter when a child’s life is on 
the line. The care provided immediately 
following a serious injury or onset of 
illness can mean the difference between 
a lifetime of health or a catastrophic 
outcome. 

To recognize the world-class, life-saving 
care provided at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital of Jacksonville, the Emergency 
Nurses Association (ENA) selected the 
Wolfson Children’s Emergency and Porter 
Family Trauma Center as one of only 33 

emergency departments (EDs) nationwide 
to receive the prestigious Lantern Award. 
Just seven children’s hospitals in the 
country received this prestigious emergency 
nursing honor.

 Anthony Pohlgeers, MD, chief of 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine for Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville, said, 

“The nurses in the Emergency and Trauma 
Center provide both medical and emotional 
support for not only the patients, but the 
parents, as well. This national recognition 

is confirmation of what I have always 
known: this team is special, and we are 
lucky to have them here in Jacksonville.”

“�e Wolfson Children’s Emergency and 
Porter Family Trauma Center team is 
specially trained to treat the most critically 
ill and injured children in the region,” said 
Michael D. Aubin, FACHE, president of 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital. “We hope 
parents will rest assured knowing that this 
expert pediatric team is ready and waiting, 
should their child ever need them.” 

AvondaleDance.com | (904) 384-8324 | 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205

LEARN TO DANCE  
WITH CONFIDENCE  
AND STYLE
SWING, SALSA, CHA CHA, TANGO, RUMBA, WALTZ & MORE!

Give the Gift of Dance! Gift Certificates Available

3 PRIVATE LESSONS,  
1 GROUP CLASS & 1 PARTY

$59 INTRODUCTORY 
DANCE PACKAGE 

Mention  
this ad for 

$10 OFF



(904) 358.8881 | WWW.PAJCIC.COM | ONE INDEPENDENT DRIVE, SUITE 1900 | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

S E R V I C E |  E X P E R I E N C E |   R E S U L T S

For more than 45 years, The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic
has specialized in representing i   ndividuals and families
who have suffered a serious injury or wrongful death 
because of the fault of others. 

We have handled more than 10,000 cases, recovering over $1 billion for our clients. 
Our 14 attorneys have amassed more than 400 years of combined legal experience 
and zealously represent injured clients in their time of need.

We take pride
in our personal
attentive service

to clients.

Martindale-Hubbell's list of Top Ranked Law Firms

| |
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Sgt. Ronnie Gainey with Sgt. Dana Gainey

Connie Craven with Kim Hepler

Leslie and Daryl Hetrick
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Salvation Army 
celebrates 
successful return 
to fundraising

Bert Tanner as Santa pictured with Major Keath Biggers Bert Tanner as Santa

Liz Ehlers with Margie Owen, Teena Foy and Cindy Johnson Belinda Gallogly and Melina Buncome

Ella, Anders and Erica Sahlgren

The Women’s Auxiliary 2021 Celebrity 
Chefs Tasting Luncheon was postponed 
due to COVID-19. The 35th Annual 
event was replaced with the new 
inaugural Christmas in July silent 
auction and vendor expo. 

The Second Annual Kettle Krush 
5K was also successful, as the event 
brought the community together 
and increased awareness of the 
Salvation Army of Northeast Florida 
services. Over 150 walkers, runners 
and volunteers celebrated Christmas 
in July and helped raise funds to 
help local families in need. 

“We are thankful for the community 
turn out at our first in-person Kettle 
Krush 5K in downtown Jacksonville 
and look forward to increasing the 
involvement at the next race,” said 
Major Keath Biggers, Area Commander. 

All funds raised will continue to 
aid The Salvation Army philanthropic 
wishes with a focus on The Angel 
Tree program which served over 
4000 children and hundreds of 
families in 2020.

5k and Inaugural Event 
benefit various programs
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6554 Larne Ave.
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4031 Skycrest Dr.
$229,900

UNDER CONTRACT

10918 Pleasant Oaks Rd S.
$799,900
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NEW LISTING

400 Bay St. #1502
$230,000

0 Houston St.
$239,000

3687 Hedrick St.
$800,000

UNDER CONTRACT

3043 S Ponte Vedra Blvd.
$3,395,000

3615 Ocean Dr S.
$4,250,000

634 Estes Rd.
$169,000

NEW LISTING

7863 Spring Branch Dr S.
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Chip and Betty Hardy of the Tampa Yacht and Country Club with Joey and Pam Sowell of Eau Gallie Yacht Club in Melbourne along 
with fellow Eau Gallie Yacht Club members Jon and Edy Williams

Florida’s top yacht 
clubs descend 
on Ortega
It was a long weekend full of festivities and good times for 
leaders of yacht clubs throughout the state of Florida as a 
group of reciprocal members and their spouses arrived in 
mid-June. Leadership at the Florida Yacht Club (FYC) welcomed 
guests to Jacksonville to be entertained, all while celebrating 
the customs of traditional yachtsmanship.

“It is always a great turnout when the clubs visit, it’s also a 
great time for everyone involved,” said Bert Ralston, who helped 
to bring the outing back to the Florida Yacht Club for the third 
such occasion. Ralston, who is a past commodore of the club 
is currently the Commodore of The Florida Council of Yacht 
Clubs (FCYC), which has Flag Officers disbursed throughout 
the state, other roles are Vice Commodore, Rear Commodore, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

The Council exists to encourage the sport of yachting, promote 
seamanship and navigation, and to promote entertainment 
of members of member clubs, sound club governance and 
best practices in club operations. Over 36,000 voters count 
on the FCYC to represent them in legislative matters that 
pertain to the boating public. They employ a legislative 
representative in Tallahassee to speak on behalf of the member 
clubs and have done so since 1960.

Ralston heaped praise on the staff of the Florida Yacht Club, 
from the staff to the club’s Board of Governors to members 
that entertained out of town guests. He also said that it wouldn’t 
have been possible without the leadership and contributions 
of William Allen, IV, the current Commodore of the club. 

“It’s the first time in history that a club has hosted the group 
[FCYC] for three such occasions in its history,” shared Allen, 
while discussing the turnout for traditions at the club. 

The Florida Yacht Club is also the oldest continuous running 
yacht club in the entire state of Florida, dating back to 1876.

Florida Yacht Club members Marisol Harrell and Ann Mancuso

VI S I T  PHOTOS.RESIDENTNEWS.NET

Whitney and Christian George with Wycke and Darlene Hampton Jim and Charlane Martin of the Carouel Yacht Club in 
Clearwater Beach

Fred and Jessica Jenkins with Wilson and Penny Studstill

Belinda Gallogly and Melina Buncome
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NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS
JOSH COHEN 
Managing Broker

(904) 422-2031   
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | (904) 388-5005

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY  
HOMESERVICES ON

TRUST

• Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate!
•  Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
•  Agent Development Program for new & experienced agents.
•  Your earning potential is truly limitless in this environment.

1311 MCDUFF AVE S
2 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,288 Sq Ft
$250,000

3898 ARDEN ST
5 Bed / 3 Bath / 4,600 Sq Ft
$1,100,000

2741 LYDIA ST
4 Bed / 3 Bath / 2,329 Sq Ft
$625,000

2358 RIVERSIDE AVE 401
3 Bed / 3 Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,250 Sq Ft
$1,400,000

4061 TIMUQUANA RD
5 Bed / 4 Bath / 4,724 Sq Ft
$2,295,000

4314 DAVINCI AVE
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,998 Sq Ft
$375,000

4060 GREEN ST
2 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,027 Sq Ft
$245,000

1268 WOLFE ST
2 Bed / 1 Bath / 928 Sq Ft
$229,750

4652 MARTINGALE RD
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,505 Sq Ft
$295,000

1372 DANCY ST
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,259 Sq Ft
$340,000

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACTSOLD

SOLD

4622 KERLE ST
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,478 Sq Ft
$290,000

1849 WILLOW BRANCH TER
5 Bed / 5 Bath / 1 Half Bath / 7,508 Sq Ft
$3,000,000

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant
(904) 610-3356
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Buying a home?
Contact me to discuss your 

Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS# 
75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @ 
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

“A Home is one of the most important assets that 
most people will ever buy. Homes are also where 
memories are made and you want to work with 
someone you can TRUST.”

- Warren Bu�et,  
Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

(904) 434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4503

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

(904) 923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

(904) 210-6399

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

(904) 710-1550

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

(904) 910-2782

Kimberly Waterhouse
REALTOR®

(904) 742-8889

Heather Creel 
REALTOR®

(904) 631-4800

Shannon Gullion 
REALTOR®

(904) 686-4312

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

(904) 477-0219

Paula Sheldrick 
REALTOR®

(720) 475-0416

Clay Hall 
REALTOR®

(904) 729-5363

Linda Ohlrich 
REALTOR®

(904) 449-9257

Jim VanSoest 
REALTOR®

(904) 713-7000

Julia Fattahi
REALTOR®

(904) 728-8992

The O’Steen Group 
REALTOR®

(904) 465-1706

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

(904) 755-1911

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

(904) 614-6949

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®

(904) 304-5458

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

(954) 805-0428

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

(904) 509-0587

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

(904) 655-8232

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

(904) 923-1511

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

(904) 333-3883

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

(904) 707-6548 

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

(904) 962-5479

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®

(904) 903-8993

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

(904) 616-6425 / 616-6523

Genni Jett
REALTOR®

(904) 802-0820

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

(904) 705-6464

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

(904) 534-7253 / 233-5533

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

(904) 699-4417

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

(904) 463-1898 / 252-5181

Heather Riley
REALTOR®

(904) 993-4483

Jane Owen
REALTOR®

(904) 502-1406

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®

(904) 445-8170

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT
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When the Acosta Bridge opened on July 1, 1921, it changed 
the “geography of [Jacksonville’s] mind to greater possibilities 
and opportunities,” as Alan Bliss, Jacksonville Historical 
Society executive director, noted in his remarks at the 100th 
anniversary celebration of the opening of the Acosta Bridge 
on June 24 hosted by the San Marco Preservation Society.  

Over 100 guests attended Wood’s presentation on the 
Acosta Bridge, including St. Elmo Acosta’s oldest living 
granddaughter, Adrienne Hollis; his youngest living 
granddaughter, Andrea “Andy” Acosta Newman; and his 
grandson, George Acosta. Each granddaughter was presented 
with a rose at the gathering to commemorate the fact that 
Acosta traditionally wore a rose in his lapel. 

�e granddaughter of South Jacksonville’s mayor, Nancy 
Belote Felton, was also in attendance. South Jacksonville 
was the forerunner of the community now called Southside.

On June 26, a car parade recreated the original crossing 
of the Acosta Bridge from the Southbank. �e procession 
wound its way to the San Marco Square in San Marco to 
participate in more festivities and presentations. 

Andy Newman noted that her grandfather would be proud 
of today’s Acosta Bridge because it represents progress for 
the city of Jacksonville. �e opening of the bridge sparked 
rapid growth in South Jacksonville and led to the community’s 
annexation by the City of Jacksonville in 1932. It was also 
instrumental in growth of the beaches area, as well as resi-
dential development in Mandarin. �e bridge also made the 
other neighborhoods south of the river more attractive for 
residential development, and even a�ected the rest of the 
state by opening up travel along Florida’s east coast.

THE BRIDGE THAT FOREVER CHANGED THE RIVER CITY

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News

Adrienne Hollis, St. Elmo Acosta’s oldest living granddaughter, brought the shovel 
that Acosta used in the groundbreaking for the bridge. Also shown are Andy Acosta 
Newman, Acosta’s youngest living granddaughter, to the left of Adrienne Hollis, and 
Curt and Debbie Hollis with Doug and Linda Hollis.  

Sara Andrews

Matt Carlucci and Tom Ranney.

Antique cars, relics and memories shared during a celebration of the Acosta Bridge

Ortega Computer Repair

M o nd ay -  Fri d ay:  9 : 30 -  5 : 30 •  Saturd ay:  10: 30 -  4: 00

Beware of Scammers!!
Bryan Arnold 
904.410.0127

•  Netw o rk se t- up
•  Co mp uter clean- up
•  Inst allati o n &  co nsu ltati o n
•  Small b usi ness &  ho me

Ocr.410.0127 @g mai l.co m 
w w w .Orteg aCo mp uterRep ai r.co m

���������������������
�������������������
�����
��
		�����

��������������

Emergency
www.emergencyhvacjax.comwww.emergencyhvacjax.com

Emergency 
Heating and Air ConditioningHeating and Air Conditioning

CAC1817802

904.376.5013904.376.5013

     FREE   
Second Opinions!

     Let us EARN  
your trust
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“We’re Cookin! ”
Tired of figuring  
t 

What ’s F� Dinner?

“We’re Cookin! ”“We’re Cookin! ”
Chicken Tetrazini, Chicken Pot Pie Meal, 
Lasagna, Spaghetti and so much more!  
Check us out online for your order to go!

(904) 388-1743  |  4218 St. Johns Ave.  |  TerrysToGo.com

Aficianados sip, savor the hooch to  
raise funds for hearing and speech

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR

Avondale/Ortega Metropolitan

Cell: 904-434-9777
cececummings.com

"A home is one of the most important assets that most  
people will ever buy. Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with someone you can trust."

~Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Florida Network
Realty

Homes are Selling FAST!
Contact me TODAY for all of your Buying or Selling needs!

Sold So Fast Never Hit The Market!

4909 Arapahoe Ave.
$506,000

3 Beds ❘ 2.5 Baths ❘ 2,545 sq. ft.

Sold So Fast Never Hit The Market!

4920 Arapahoe Ave.
$1,215,000

4 Beds ❘ 4 Ba. ❘ 2 HB ❘ 4,641 sq. ft.

SOLD!

3239 Riverside Ave.
$827,500

3 Beds ❘ 2.5 Baths ❘ 3,331 sq. ft.

Online auction benefits 
children coping with hearing 
loss and impairment

�e Jacksonville Bourbon & Whiskey Society held an online auction to bene�t Clarke Schools 
for Hearing and Speech in June at Grey Matter Distillery. �e auction raised $8,365 in auction 
sales and donations by JBWS members, as well as Jacksonville and St. Augustine businesses.

Proceeds from the auction will help fund services and programs at Clarke Jacksonville, 
which exists to teach children who are deaf or hard of hearing to listen and speak through 
its early intervention and school-based programs. 

Jacksonville Bourbon & Whiskey Society partners with local charities to help promote and 
support their causes, in addition to o�ering its members the opportunity to share the experience 
of drinking great bourbon and whiskey.

Grey Matter Distillery sta� Chris Bickett, Drew Flavell, Todd Paschall and Paul Grey, owner of the distillery

Todd Paschall presents a check for the auction’s proceeds to 
Clarke Jacksonville’s director, Alisa Demico

Auction co-chairs Todd Paschall and Drew Flavell with Melanie 
Jensen, senior development associate for Clarke Jacksonville

1 IN 4 KIDS have undetected 
VISION PROBLEMS

CALL US TODAY 
to schedule your child’s 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
eye appointment.

904.272.2020 | CLAYEYE.COM

Orange Park | 2023 Professional Center Dr.
Fleming Island | 1855 East West Parkway

Mandarin | 11790 San Jose Blvd.
Middleburg | 1658 St. Vincent’s Way, Suite 250

Now Accepting New Patients

RIVERSIDE
Ascension 

St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
DePaul Building, 

Suite 120
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Holy Trinity Anglican Church celebrates 10-year anniversary

A lot can happen in a decade, especially when a group of 
dedicated people feel led by a mission. In the summer of 
2009, a few couples and individuals met to pursue a common 
vision of forming an Anglican Church in the Venetia, 
Ortega, Avondale area. Under the leadership of Father 
Dave Austell, the small but determined group held its �rst 
services at Ortega Presbyterian Church and formally 
incorporated in October of that year as Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church, Jacksonville.

Just two years later, the congregation had grown to the 
point that it needed its own space. It thought it had found 
the perfect home at 3889 Eloise Street in a church building 
that had been closed by the Methodist District of North 
Florida due to declining membership. Although it was a 
beautiful historic church property, it was in signi�cant 
disrepair. Members of the �edgling Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church prayed long and hard about their ability to raise 
the funds that would be necessary to improve the facilities.

When another group made a full-price o�er that was 
accepted, the members took it as a sign. However, a few 
weeks later the buyer withdrew the o�er, and when the 
property went on the market again, they didn’t hesitate.

On April 25, 2011, the Monday a�er Easter, Holy Trinity 
became the owner. By the end of the day on April 25, the 

interior had been stripped and the �oor re�nishing contractor 
began work. Many volunteers and thousands of volunteer 
hours were involved in the work to renew the building. 
�e church held its �rst service at 10 a.m., on July 24, 2011, 
and was �lled to capacity.

Father Dave Austell retired in April 2017. Father Matthew 
L. Rusch began his ministry at Holy Trinity in January 2018. 

“We want to reach people from every background with 
the hope of Jesus Christ for He alone can satisfy our souls,” 
said Father Rusch. “Just as Christ has blessed us with 
beautifying our church property so He will beautify the 
life of anyone that turns to Him. We want to keep Christ’s 
great restoration project moving as we serve as His 
witnesses throughout Avondale, Jacksonville, and to the 
ends of the earth.”

FATHER RUSCH

6337 Roosevelt Blvd., Unit 1 • TARGET PLAZA • Next door to Verizon Wireless

Come in and join us for The BEST WINGSBEST WINGS IN TOWN!!IN TOWN!!

TARGET PLAZA Next door to Verizon Wireless

Come check us out today or view the menu atCome check us out today or view the menu atCome check us out today or view the menu atCome check us out today or view the menu at
www.Xtreme-Wings.com

Order online or by callingOrder online or by callingOrder online or by calling 904-602-904-602-WINGWING

Come in and join us for 
Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! 

BEST WINGSBEST WINGS
JacksonvilleJacksonvilleJacksonville’’s Family Sports Bar!!! s Family Sports Bar!!! s Family Sports Bar!!! ’s Family Sports Bar!!! ’’s Family Sports Bar!!! ’s Family Sports Bar!!! 

Come in and join us for Come in and join us for 
Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! 

Come in and join us for Come in and join us for 
Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! Loaded menu with hundred of items to choose from! 

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community NewsOwww

Do you experience headaches, eye strain, 
neck & shoulder pain, dizziness or dry eye?

Neurolenses relieve these painful 
symptoms for today’s hardworking eyes. 

Ahhh

MKT-9221 12042020

Exclusively at VUE Optical
vueoptical.com • (904) 388-7767
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20% OFF
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

Coupon must be presented with incoming order. Offer expires August 31, 2021; Not valid for employees.Coupon must be presented with incoming order. Offer expires August 31, 2021; Not valid for employees.

Ask about our FREE pick-up  
& delivery service!

Shoe Repair, Alterations,  
Rug Cleaning, Wedding 

Gown Preservation, 
Luggage & Handbags, 
Window Treatments, 

Wash & Fold  
 (8lb. Minimum)

Install our 
mobile app 
Sign up today for FREE 
pickup and delivery!

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

Two 
Neighborhood 

Locations
4312 Herschel St. 
or 2255 Oak St. 

387-0415

YOUR NEXT ORDER 
OF $25 OR MORE!

Help your little one 
look their best.
Get their “Back to School” 
best ready for Fall.
Fresh pressed and 
ready for success!

CSX Transportation has scheduled closure of the following 
railroad crossings, including the following neighborhoods in 
�e Resident News service area, for maintenance and repair:

• St. Johns Avenue (between Hamilton St. and Roosevelt 
Blvd.)
Closing on/around 8/2/2021

• Plymouth Street (o� of Plymouth St., across from E. 
Perimeter Rd.) 
Closing on/around 8/2/2021

• Willow Branch Avenue (between Plum St. and College St.) 
Closing on/around 8/9/2021)

• King Street (between Rosselle St. and Gilmore St.) 
Closing on/around 8/9/2021

• Rosselle Street (between King St. and Acosta St.) 
Closing on/around 8/9/2021

• Phyllis Street (between Nixon St. and Acosta St.) 
Closing on/around 8/11/2021

Look for signage marking detour routes. All crossings will be 
closed generally from three to �ve days, although this can change, 
with or without notice, due to unforeseen circumstances, such 
as inclement weather. In anticipation of extended travel times 
and delays, CSX recommends avoiding these closure areas if 
possible.

Historical 
neighborhood railroad 
crossings to closeNortheast Florida’s housing market desperately 

needs more homes. 
In June, the region’s residential market continued 

its frenzied pace, with low interest rates and a 
limited inventory fueling record high sales prices. 

With an available months’ supply of inventory 
declining 58.1% to a mere 1.3-months of inventory 
compared to the same time last year when it 
boasted 3.1-months, June’s housing market numbers 
showed another record increase in average and 
median sale prices. Also, worth noting was a 55% 
decline in the number of days homes stayed on 
the market – 71 days in June 2020 to 32 days in 
June of this year.

Speci�cally, June’s median sales price of $301,000 
leapt 18% from $255,000 in June 2020. Meanwhile 
the average sale price of a home on the First Coast 
was $373,378, a dramatic 20.7% increase from the 
year before when the average price was $309,269.

“Many buyers have gone to the sidelines and are 
continuing to rent or double up with others, as 
the a�ordability of homes compared to incomes 
becomes a bigger issue,” said Missi Howell, president 
of the Northeast Florida Association of REALTORS®. 

“Sellers continue to reap the bene�ts, as long as 
they have somewhere to go that can �t within their 
budget. Many sellers continue to choose not to 
sell, because they have nowhere to go, lending to 
the undersupply of existing homes for sale.”

If they do have a home to move to, sellers have 
a lot of incentive to put their residences on the 
market. In June, sellers received 100.5% of their 
original list price. �is number is derived from 
dividing a property’s sales price by its original list 
price and taking the average for all properties that 
were sold in a given month, while not accounting 

for seller concessions. �is also represents a 4.6% 
increase over the percentage of 96.1 in June 2020. 
Also in June, 43.3% of closed sales sold for more 
than the most recent list price, a 220.7% increase 
over June 2020 when that was 13.5%.

Home builders are trying to meet the increased 
market demand with new construction. Housing 
starts were up 3.6% in May from April, according 
to the U.S. Commerce Department. “Builders are 
building, but labor and material shortages have 
elongated their timelines,” said Howell. 

“Several builders have slowed production due 
to uncontrollable and unforeseen but anticipated 
price increases that may have them building 
beyond what the market value appraisal could 
bring. First-time home buyers have been the 
hardest hit with their budgets blown due to rapidly 
increasing prices coupled with a lower supply of 
money in the state’s housing trust funds to help 
with down payment and closing-cost assistance. 
�e institutional investors, which include iBuyers, 
institutional investors, and local real estate 
investors, continue to be strong players in our 
Northeast Florida market, buying up homes to 
turn around and rent,” she continued, referring 
to iBuyer companies that use technology to make 
o�ers on homes instantly. 

“The summer demand and supply will be 
interesting to watch, as peoples’ eyes turn from 
listing and selling to focus on travel and vacations. 
But they generally turn back to listing and selling 
as the summer wanes. At present, there is little to 
no relief in sight for the lack of homes needed in 
our market,” Howell said.

Submitted by NEFAR

Desperately seeking homes 
to sell in Northeast Florida 

We Can Help!!!

Seaking  relief  from 
the  Summer  Heat?

$50 OFF 
A/C Repair

Excludes diagnostic fee, filters, max discount 50%. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. 

Expires 08/31/21

$25 OFF 
Pre-Paid Comfort Club  

Maintenance Membership
Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. 

Expires 08/31/21

24HR SERVICE CALL  (904) 503-7711
Serving Jacksonville for 64 years!

RNIC

RNIC

INDOORCOMFORTJAX.COM

We Can Help!!!

 SERVICE CALL  (904) 503-7711
Serving Jacksonville for 64 years! INDOORCOMFORTJAXINDOORCOMFORTJAXINDOORCOMFORTJAXINDOORCOMFORTJAX
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NO CLOSED DOORS SINCE 1995 
Every single day since 1995, hungry and hurting people have come through 
our doors for assistance. And since that first day, Sulzbacher has been open 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. We hope you join us as we 
celebrate the Transformations that took place during this extraordinary year!

Co-Chairs: Shantel Davis & Aundra Wallace 
Honorary Chairs: The Crawford Family 

Brought to you by:

Come celebrate with us
IN-PERSON this year!

Thursday, October 21, 2021 - 5:30pm
Times Union Center for the Performing Arts

SPONSORSHIPS START AT $1,000
For more information call (904) 568-8351 or email  

EileenBriggs@SulzbacherJax.org.

Thursday, October 21, 2021 - 5:30pm
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We’re right in your neighborood. 
So stop in and ask for details

1650 Margaret St., Ste. 302   |   Jacksonville, FL 32204   |   904.381.6678

NOW HIRING!!!

“All you need is love...and a carrot dog.” Paul McCartney 
may have written the �rst part of that line, but Elaine 
Wheeler created the now famous carrot dog at her vegetarian 
café and art gallery, Heartworks, which until 2007 was the 
heart and soul of 5 Points and one of the only vegetarian 
cafes in town.  McCartney became a carrot dog fan when 
he was in Jacksonville for his Super Bowl appearance in 
2005. Wheeler, an artist, chef, translator, mother, grandmother, 
and caretaker of all who cross her path, has shared her 

love and compassion for her fellow humans by encouraging 
them artistically, nurturing their spirits and feeding them, 
(and many stray cats). She has been described as having a 

“strong maternal instinct” which spills over into all that 
she does including hiring employees for her former business 
which she described as “being a home for wayward boys.” 

 Closing the café did not stop Elaine’s devoted friends 
from following her home to Riverside Avenue and establishing 
a Supper Club. She remarked, “I’ve been feeding some of 
the same people for over 20 years. Patrons Michael and 
Julie McKenny started inviting random people to their 
table at Heartworks on Friday nights years ago. �ese 
people became friends, and this gathering has continued. 
Ophelia Ferrell is a 3rd generation fan! When I make food, 

Elaine 
Wheeler

LOCAL FOLKS

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS 
Resident Community News

ELAINE WHEELER

                 Elaine’s is where one can 
be themselves and always �nd 
CAMARADERIE AND CONNECTION  
among lifelong friends.”

— Mary Saltmarsh
Author

W W W . T H E O S T E E N G R O U P F L . C O M 

A member of the franchise system of BHH A�liates, LLC

W W W . T H E O S T E E N G R O U P F L . C O M 

From town, to the beaches, and all surrounding areas... From town, to the beaches, and all surrounding areas... From town, to the beaches, and all surrounding areas... From town, to the beaches, and all surrounding areas... 
We Have You Covered!

NEW LISTING ON THE WATERFRONT • 5003 Long Bow Rd. • $795,000
4 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms

AUSTIN O’STEEN  
Realtor®  

(904) 446-5584

ELIZABETH O’STEEN  
Realtor®

(904) 465-1706

3630 PARK ST  |  (904) 381-0909
RESTAURANTORSAY.COM

We are your 
NIGHT CAP 
in the neighborhood.

Join us for a lineup from the Happy Hour menu and a full 
bar from 10 p.m. until Midnight, Fridays and Saturdays.

Call or visit our website to place your order or to make a reservation

JEWELRY REPAIR

904-388-7788  |  2925 Corinthian Ave.  |  FrazierJewelers.com  |  TU.–FR. 9am-5pm SA. 9am-2pm

JEWELRY APPRAISALS, CONSIGNMENT & ESTATE JEWELRY, CITIZEN WATCHES, WATCH BATTERIES, LEATHER WATCH STRAPS.

JEWELRY FROM - SIMON G, ZEGHANI, NEMATI BROTHERS, SHULA,  
GK, ROYAL CHAIN, D M KORDANSKY, QUALITY DESIGN, STULLER,  
CARLA, NANCY B, CARNATION, ARTISTRY, J T INMAN, AND PRINZ.

904.389.6659
www.RayWare.com

Monday–Friday 8 am–5 pm
4048 Herschel Street,  
Jacksonville, FL 32205

Purveyor of fine hardware, plumbing and lighting fixtures for over 80 years

AVA I L A B L E  T H R O U G H

For ALL of Your Needs!

ACCESSORIES
FIXTURES
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I make it with love and the best ingredients- good, fresh, healthy. One of my favorite 
things to cook – and that people love to eat – is “Not your Mama’s Manicotti” and, of 
course, the Orlo�.” 

Over the forty plus years Wheeler has lived in Riverside she has cooked for numerous 
restaurants and long-time residents will remember Café Carmon where she was pastry 
chef, cooking in the evening a�er her gallery closed at 5 pm. She said, “It’s hard to make 
a living selling art, so we added the café in 1992.” Her hard work and determination paid 
o�. A�er clearing, scrubbing, and remodeling the back room of the gallery on Lomax 
Street (no air conditioning) and getting rid of ��y years and 4,000 pounds of old 
televisions and radios, she moved into phase two of her vision. Her former husband Bob 
Wheeler helped her open the gallery and ironically, while she was smashing a mirror 
on the concrete in front of the gallery on Lomax Street for an art project, she met her 
now partner of 23 years, Buddy Trewett, who had come over to work on the café. Trewett 
is a construction foreman for Smith Brothers Plastering Company but good naturedly 
gets called the “Art Cowboy” for his teen-aged years when he worked for Winn Dixie 
Farms and is what Wheeler describes as a mechanical genius. 

Wheeler grew up in Panama. She said, “I had a wonderful childhood and I’m still 
friends with people that I went to school with from Kindergarten to Canal Zone College 
(a satellite of FSU).” She and Buddy travel to Panama once a year for the Panama Canal 
Society meeting and to visit with classmates who come from all over the world. Wheeler 
obtained a BS Degree in supervision management and was pursuing a degree in library 
science when there was an opening in the interpreting department at Baptist Hospital 
where she has been a full-time employee for nine and a half years. She explained, “I do 
medical interpretation. It is di�cult because a person must have a vast knowledge of 
medical information. It’s not conversational Spanish. �e translation is not just verbal; 
the interpreter must understand the cultural and social nuances and the colloquialisms 
of the varying languages. Many people speak a patois – many languages mixed together. 
Sometimes medical personnel think that someone who smiles and shakes their head 
yes or says yes or okay can understand or speak the language when it’s actually a cultural 
response. �ere are relationships to be established to gain understanding.” 

Between her translating job, cooking for the Supper Club, visiting with her daughters 
Lucielle  (Lu) and Danielle and their families, somehow, she manages to squeeze a Pilates 
and stretch class into her schedule and continues to create art. Over the years she was 
in the well- respected but now defunct art group Crown Cra�smen, the Jacksonville 
Weaver’s Guild, taught weaving, spinning, dyeing and basketry classes and workshops 
at MOSH and MOCA, helped with the formation of RAM, established a program at 
Hubbard House to teach women baking skills to enter the work force and hopes to 
produce her food for marketing. 

Her eclectic house is chock full of interesting, unusual, and impressive items – a gallery/ 
museum of art, artifacts and curiosities like her collection of intellectual and diverse 
friends. Mary Saltmarsh stated in a tribute book created to honor the celebrated chef,  

“Elaine’s is where one can be themselves and always �nd camaraderie and connection 
among lifelong friends.”

Why Choose 
Douglas Anderson?

• Provides best 
well-rounded College 
Preparation

• 96-99% of Graduates 
accepted into 
top colleges, 
conservatories 
and universities

• Students SAT scores 
consistently 67+ 
points above the 
national average

• Over $21 million in 
arts and academic 
college scholarships 
o�ered graduates 
annually

• Named an 11-time 
National Grammy 
Winner

• Consistently has 
National Merit 
Finalists in the Arts 
and Academics

A Duval County Public High School

For more information 
about DA and auditions 
visit DA-arts.org

2445 San Diego Rd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Where Arts and Academics 
Meet Excellence

DA Graduates Pursuing 
Their Passions

Like so many DA Alumni, their exceptional careers are a 
testimony to the foundation of excellence provided by the 

Douglas Anderson School of the Arts.

Sarit Sandler (2015) is 
a nationally recognized 
filmmaker working with PBS, 
The Obama Foundation, 
The Discovery Channel and 
the TLC Network. Sandler 
was recently chosen as a 
2020 YoungArts Sundance 
Film Festival Fellow, and 

completed a documentary filmed in Australia.

JuCoby Johnson (2011) a 
University of Minnesota 
graduate and a successful 
playwright and actor, just 
accepted the 2021-2022 
McKnight Fellow in 
Playwriting and is an Artistic 
Associate at The Jungle 
Theater. His plays include 

How It’s Gon Be (Underdog Theater, 2019), ...but 
you could’ve held my hand (Developed at the 
2020 O’Neill National Playwrights Conference), 5 
(2021 O’Neill NPC Finalist, Seven Devils Finalist), 
I’ll Be Seeing You Again (Jungle Serial Audio 
Series, 2021) and Revelations (Playing On Air, 
2021).  He has been seen onstage at The Guthrie 
Theater, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, The 
Jungle Theater, Theater Latté Da, Theater Mu, 
Ten Thousand Things Theatre Company, and 
many more.

THERE’S STILL TIME.
Join organizations, families & individuals  

to help families fight poverty. 

Sponsor or purchase a ticket  
for DESC Defenders: Against All Odds at descdefenders.com.

– Thursday August 26, 2021 6 p.m. –

Your gift provides basic needs to people living  
in emergency situations or struggling to make ends meet.

Thank you for helping the community!

THANK YOU 2021 DESC DEFENDERS SPONSORS!

Ed and Jo 
Pratt-Dannals

Mary 
Virginia Terry

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA OR ONLINE AT www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com. REGISTRATION 

DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION #: CH 34787

The AME Senior Housing Board
John and Jean Grant-Dooley 

Carey and Ruth Ann Hepler
John and Susan Humes

Hud and Rolly Berrey
Kevin and Chris Buckley

Fidelity National Financial
Steve RosenbloomVince and Linda Ferrigno

As of July 26, 2021

AGAINST ALL ODDS
AGAINST ALL ODDS

JAMES L.  
SCHUMACHER, D.M.D.

(904) 388-3559 | FIRSTCOASTSMILES.COM
4201 ROOSEVELT BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32210

@SchumacherDentalCenter

Your  Neighborhood Dent is t  S ince  1995

Excellence Through Experience - Implants • Crowns • Veneers

Be the reason someone smiles today!
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GRATITUDE FOR OUR GIVERS: Because health is our top priority, Ascension St. Vincent’s Foundation decided to postpone our 2021 
spring events. As these events are essential in raising funds that help us serve the poor and vulnerable, we asked our donors to shift 
their event sponsorships to direct support. Through their generosity, we are able to provide free medication, medical care on our Mobile 
Health Outreach Units and preventative services.

Special thanks to the following sponsors that have made our Mission their Mission:

•  Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgical Associates, P.A.  • Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Williams  •  Morgar Realty, Inc.  •  Ray Ware Hardware  •

Celebrating the power of support 

When schools open in August, students will 
be welcomed back by more than just teachers, 
administrators and sta�. In some school 
classrooms, a variety of friendly classroom 
pets and animal reading companions will 
enrich and expand traditional learning, 
according to longtime educators Ana 
Andenmatten and Laurie Wilbur.

Both women are teachers and mothers with 
decades of childhood learning experience. 
�ey promote the value of animals in the 
classroom to motivate and excite children 
about learning, especially children with no 
pets at home. �ey say that interaction with 
classroom pets, or reading to an animal provides 
powerful incentive for students to focus on 
assignments and put forth their best e�orts 
while practicing skills and building con�dence. 

Ana Andenmatten, a �rst grade teacher at 
Mandarin Oaks Elementary and founder of 
Ana’s Angels Animal Rescue, provides classroom 

pets and foster animals to interact with her 
students. Laurie Wilbur and her chocolate 
Labrador Retriever, Rosie, spearheaded a 
Read With Me initiative in schools that has 
grown to ten reading teams since 2018.

Mrs. Andenmatten’s  fifteenth year of 
teaching begins in August. She said that 
classroom pets can teach children valuable 
life lessons equally as important as grade-level 
curriculum. As an experienced elementary 
teacher, including special-needs students and 
those whose �rst language is not English, 
Andenmatten said that all young learners 
uniquely respond to animal interaction.

“As we care for classroom pets or rescued 
animals, these activities teach the importance 
of daily routine and responsibility. During 
the year, students learn empathy and compassion, 
because our animals were homeless, have 
obvious disabilities, or are healing from 
temporary or permanent injuries. Each time 
they clean up a�er, feed, water, play with or 

walk an animal, they learn to 
think of the needs of others. 
Students also learn how to calmly 
approach or properly handle an 
animal, including safety and 
cleanliness. Students are introduced 
to animal rescue, rehabilitation, 
socialization, training and 
fostering-to-adoption, including 
how to say goodbye when a foster 
goes to its new home,” she said. 

“When a foster is adopted we post 
photos for the entire school to 
celebrate that adoption together.”

While foster animals rotate in 
and out of the classroom as they 
are adopted, Andenmatten’s 
permanent classroom residents 
include a rescue hedgehog named 
Hedgie and a chinchilla named 
Chinny Chin Chin. Andenmatten said every 
child has a daily job to compete for the animals. 
A�er school work is �nished, the reward is 
time to pet or play with the animals. 

Animal activities complement science 
curriculum studies and projects, including 
hatching baby chicks from eggs in an incubator. 
Ecology and environmental lessons come 
alive with an outside garden perfect for 
hedgehogs. Reading to Hedgie is considered 
a class privilege; the children truly believe 
he listens attentively to them. �ey don’t 
seem to mind at all that the nocturnal hedgehog  
who enjoys many hours of daytime sleep, 
o�en snoozes straight through storytime.

Andenmatten does not accept animals 
from the public, but pulls them from shelter 
euthanasia lists or from situations where 
necessary veterinarian, surgical care or 
longterm rehabilitation is unavailable. Her 
safety net also includes rescue of animals 
with the least probability of adoption: senior 
or disabled pets, those with obvious deformities, 
and animals with solid black fur. She is always 
astonished at how �rst-graders do not hesitate 
to accept physical di�erences that  cause most 
potential adopters to reject animals.

“I talk to my students about possible foster 
pets and discuss if they are comfortable with 
having a particular animal in the classroom. 
Green Bean, a kitten born without paws who 
could not walk normally is a perfect example. 
I choked up when eighteen little faces nodded 
yes to Green Bean without hesitation. Spending 
time with Green Bean is going to help them 
accept and better understand others with 
di�erences, throughout their lives,” she said. 

“It is so endearing to see them carefully spread 
their jackets under their desks, inviting Green 
Bean, because he is more comfortable lying 
on cloth than tile.” 

 Andenmatten’s outside-the-box creativity,  
and her animal teachers, have proven so 
successful and popular, there is a waiting list 
for her classes. Waiting list requests and other 
parental options are only available at some 
public schools. Students must be allergy-free 
and parental permission is required for 
students to interact with classroom animals. 
Ana’s Angels Animal Rescue is a nonpro�t, 
with all tax-deductible donations entirely 
used for animal rescue, food, supplies and 
veterinary care.

Laurie Wilbur and her chocolate lab Rosie 
volunteered to spearhead the Read With Me 

ANIMAL 
TEACHERS

ANIMAL HOUSE

Touchton Plumbing is currently hiring  
motivated, customer service-oriented  
PLUMBERS and HELPERS for service work.
Excellent Bene�ts Package including:
Competitive Compensation, Paid Vacation & Holidays,  
Company Insurance, Uniforms, Retirement Savings & 
Contribution Training & Apprenticeship Program

416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32254     |    (904) 389-9299     |    #CFC056489    |    Drug Free Workplace

NOW  
HIRING

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA 
Resident Community News

View live streams of our Sunday services online at SJPCJAX.org
4275 Herschel St. • 384-4501 • 384-4500 Fax

Let’s get back to 
learning…
Join us for 

Sunday 
worship servicesworship services
9:00 am &  
11:00 am
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President’s 
Circle Gold

Top 2% of the 
Network

904.333.3883 
Jane.Slater@BHHSFNR.com 
NeighborhoodsofJax.com 
3627 St. Johns Ave., Jacksonville, FL 

Now’s a Great Time to Sell…Call Me to Discuss Your Home’s Value.

Connecting You to the Neighborhoods of Jacksonville
If you’re thinking about making a move, please give me a call.

©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  
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program in 2018, a special initiative of Pet 
Partners of Northeast Florida. �e program 
trains, tests and registers a human/animal 
team for school visits. �ere are two types of 
program activities: younger children practice 
their literacy skills and gain con�dence by 
reading aloud to the animal, or for teens, the 
teams o�er companionship, emotional support, 
positive interaction and personal connection, 
or stress relief.

Wilbur visits school principals to explain 
the program and its broad bene�ts for students 
and teachers. �e �rst school visit was to 
Seabreeze Elementary in 2018. �en she and 
Rosie began to visit Mandarin Oaks Elementary 
and Paxson High School. �ere are now ten 
Read With Me teams that include dogs, a cat 
and a rabbit, that are all available to visit 
schools, Wilbur said. She actively recruits 
new teams and welcomes principals to contact 
her about the program.

“When I heard that Pet Partners of Northeast 
Florida needed a volunteer to coordinate a 
local Read With Me program, I knew that 
Rosie and I were the perfect �t,” Wilbur said. 

“Sometimes it’s children reading to Rosie or 
teenage students who sign up for lunch visits. 
All kinds of students want to connect and 
relax with an a�ectionate animal, or talk to 
a caring adult with no agenda but a sympathetic 
ear. �is program o�ers bene�ts for all ages. 
�e animals especially help children who are 
learning English, the disabled, autistic or 
those with other physical, emotional or 

learning challenges. Teams also teach children 
how to safely and properly greet, approach 
and interact with animals.”

Wilbur said that visits are closely coordinated 
with the schools and parental consent is 
required for participation. �e Read With 
Me teams have attended 2021 summer camps 
and are ready to resume a normal school 
visitation schedule  for the 2021-2022 academic 
year.  Adult handlers and their animals must 
complete obedience training, testing and 
registration requirements as a pet therapy 
team through Pet Partners of Northeast 
Florida in order to participate.

Children reading to animals has also been 
a success at the Jacksonville Humane Society. 
�eir highly successful Pawsitive Reading 
Program, sponsored by The Jim Moran 
Foundation, has attracted approximately 1100 
families since 2018 and several hundred 
regular weekly or monthly readers. Participants 
visit the shelter to read to the animals, which 
allows them to practice reading skills and 
build reading confidence in a safe, fun 
environment. The reading sessions also 
provide valuable enrichment for shelter pets 
who miss human interaction and contact, 
according to Savanna New,  M. Ed., Jacksonville 
Humane Society’s Development & Education 
Manager.

“Attendance at one, free forty-�ve minute 
information session by the child and parent/
guardian, with advance registration, is required.  
Pawsitive Reader information sessions resume 
in August and quickly �ll. Check the JHS 
website for information,” New said. “We 
welcome all ages, including pre-readers whose 
parents or guardians can read to them while 
our shelter pets listen. While promoting 
literacy skills for children, this program 
provides socialization, companionship and 
stress relief for shelter pets, helping better 
prepare them for adoption.”

  Pawsitive Readers may come to the shelter 
anytime during Adoption Center hours, 
weekdays  12 p.m. – 7 p.m. or weekends  10 
a.m. – 5 p.m., to read to shelter pets. A parent 
or guardian must stay with their child 
throughout the reading session. Suggested 
reading time for maximum bene�t to the 
animals and readers, is at least thirty minutes 
per visit. Readers choose to read to adoptable 
cats or dogs from their own books or books 
may be borrowed from the Pawsitive Reading 
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Library. All participants receive a free book, 
courtesy of �e Jim Moran Foundation, while 
supplies are available. Teen Pawsitive Readers 
complete community service volunteer hours 
required by schools, while helping animals 
in need.

 �e required Pawsitive Reading Information 
Sessions will be held in August: Saturday, 
August 7, 10:30 a.m.; �ursday, August 12, 
5:00 p.m.; Wednesday, August 18, 5:00 p.m.; 
Tuesday, August 24, 5:00 p.m. Advance 
registration is required and can be completed 
online. Sessions are held at the Jacksonville 
Humane Society, 8464 Beach Boulevard, in 
the conference room above the adoption 
center.

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
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Through the heartbeat of 
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bring together people of 
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BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

THE WAY WE WERE

went on to Landon Junior-Senior High School. 
As friends, they socialized in the same groups. 
�ey enjoyed the Gator Bowl, basketball games, 
the Texas Drive-In, and �e Krystal.

Larry was on the swim team, lettered. Mary 
Jane still regrets not having been a Lionette. “I 
was the most un-athletic person in my class. I 
was asked to be a timer for the swim team,” she 
said. “As long as she could push the button on 
a stopwatch, she could do her job,” Larry said 
as they both laughed at the memory of it.

�e number one teacher whom Larry and 
Mary Jane remember fondly is Ms. Hunter 

Perkins, their 12th grade English teacher. �ey 
still recall her “double double toil and trouble” 
memorization exercises and the fact that they 
sat near each other in the back of her classroom 
because students were arranged by spelling 
scores. “In the back of the room were all the 
boys and Mary Jane,” Larry told. “Because I 
couldn’t spell either,” she admitted.

�ey graduated with the class of 1960 before 
going o� to separate colleges. Mary Jane went 
to Salem College in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina as a home economics major while 
Larry went to the University of Virginia as an 

LARRY AND 
MARY JANE 
MCKNIGHT

T
he story of Larry and Mary Jane 
McKnight began in the first 
grade at Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary School, and it 
continues today, seven decades 

later.
Both of them were born and raised in the 

San Marco area of Jacksonville—Larry on 
River Oaks Road with one younger sister and 
Mary Jane on a street just o� of there as the 
fourth in line with four brothers. �eir mothers 
played bridge together. Both of their fathers 
were exceptionally well known in the community.

Larry’s parents were Arthur and Emily, nee 
Fruit, from Texas. Arthur McKnight worked 
for the Army Corps of Engineers as a Chief 
of Operations and became a world expert on 
dredging. He oversaw many projects on the 
St. Johns River. Arthur McKnight was also a 
leader at All Saints Episcopal Church.

Mary Jane’s parents were Margaret, nee 
Hughes, a Jacksonville native, and O.E. Harrell, 
who was originally from Georgia. Her dad 

was a popular obstetrician in Jacksonville 
who delivered over 4,000 babies during his 
career, many of them at St. Luke’s, St. Vincent’s, 
and Baptist Hospitals. He charged $150 per 
delivery. One of Mary Jane’s brothers and one 
of her daughters entered the same career �eld.

Mary Jane’s family might have been known 
by her doctor father’s popularity, but what 
most people didn’t know about the Harrells 
was that they had built their own 16-foot boat 
from a kit, sanded it down themselves, strapped 
on a 25 horsepower Evinrude outboard motor, 
and headed south to Miami. All seven of 
them. “We didn’t move very fast,” Mary Jane 
said. Each family member had a responsibility 
in getting ready for the trip; Mary Jane’s was 
to pack drinks. At eight years old, she didn’t 
know better than to pack prune juice, her 
favorite fruit drink at that time. “My brothers 
have never let me forget it,” she said.

Mary Jane’s maternal grandparents, Leo 
and Bea Hughes, were known around town 
as well. �ey were here at the turn of the 
century. Leo was in the lumber business. �ey 
were instrumental in the building of St. Paul 
Catholic Church on Park Street and St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. They also built their house on 
Montgomery Place in Avondale. In the window 
shutters, they carved a capital H for Hughes. 
�ey lost that house during the Great Depression, 
but the letters are still visible today.

Larry and Mary Jane attended grammar 
school together through sixth grade, and then 
their families moved—the McKnights to San 
Jose Boulevard behind the elementary school 
and the Harrells near the corner of Arbor 
Lane and Laurel Road. Larry and Mary Jane 

McKnights’ 50th anniversary family photo taken in Maine, 2017. LEFT TO RIGHT-Back row standing: Alex Naaman, Nancy McKnight, Tim 
Lum, Cathy McKnight Naaman, Patrick Naaman, Jon Reuter, Robin McKnight, Emma Naaman;  LEFT TO RIGHT-Front row seated: Hilary 
Reuter, Mary Jane McKnight, Julia Lum, Michael Lum, Larry McKnight, Abigail Reuter
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• Dental Implants
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Curated wines
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engineering major on a Navy scholarship. 
“Halfway through school, I discovered that was 
not my calling, and I transferred to the business 
school and got a degree in accounting. It took 
me �ve years to get out of college,” he said.

By September 1964, Mary Jane had returned 
to Jacksonville and was teaching at Landon, 
their alma mater, something she swore she 
would never do. “But I did it,” she conceded 
with a giggle. For three years, she taught home 
economics in classrooms down the hall from 
her former teachers. One of them even repri-
manded her for wearing high-heeled shoes 
during her �rst week on the job. But from the 
opposite side of the desk, Mary Jane developed 
a new appreciation for faculty members. As an 
adult and a teacher herself, she actually found 
her former instructors fun and funny.

Larry returned to Jacksonville 
from Virginia in 1965, assigned 
by the Navy to Mayport. He and 
Mary Jane had not o�cially dated 
before this time. �ey were friends, 
and their families were as well. 
�ey spent time together, including 
holidays, and, occasionally, they 
escorted each other to functions 
if they couldn’t �nd dates of their 
own. But they were not considered 
a couple. Then it happened, 
following a party down at the 
beach. “We �nally decided we 
were meant for each other,” Larry 
said. �ey were 23 years old.

Once they were engaged, Larry’s 
naval ship was sent to the 
Mediterranean for six months. 
�ey le� the wedding plans up to 
their mothers while Larry was at 
sea. Upon his return, they were 
walking down the aisle at St. John’s 
Cathedral. “There weren’t any 

secrets when Larry and I got married,” 
Mary Jane said. It was May 6, 1967, and they 
had already been friends for nearly two 
decades.

Almost immediately following the wedding, 
the McKnights moved to Charleston, South 
Carolina for two years; Larry was assigned 
there as a rear admiral’s aide. A unique aspect 
of the job was that, even though Larry was 
fully quali�ed, Mary Jane had to be interviewed 
and approved by the admiral and his wife 
before Larry could take the job, as it involved 
the handling of a social calendar. She passed 
their inspection.

From there, Larry served in Vung Tau, 
Vietnam from 1969 to 1970. He was there 
when their �rst daughter, Cathy, was born 
and didn’t meet her until she was nine months 
old when he returned to Jacksonville where 

role in running Landon reunions. And they 
visited Jacksonville o�en when their parents 
were still alive.

Today, the McKnights have six grandchildren, 
two per each daughter who live in Texas, 
Massachusetts, and New York; they rarely visit 
Florida, as it’s less complicated for Larry and 
Mary Jane to �y to them instead. When they 
are not cruising at sea, that is. �e coronavirus 
pandemic caused a long gap in their travels 
though: 20 months. Only recently did they 
begin again.

As a hobby that morphed into paid work, 
Mary Jane does genealogy research. Her curiosity 
began with a desire to �nd out who her maternal 
great grandmother’s parents were. Her investigating 
led to the sad revelation of a tragic accident 
involving a wood-burning stove in 1916. It 
prompted in Mary Jane a passion for getting 
to the truth of family histories.

Larry and Mary Jane are active in two 
churches, St. John’s Cathedral and All Saints 
Episcopal. �ey also are active in the exercise 
room. They both enjoy working out and 
staying �t.

When asked the secret to the longevity of 
their love, Larry said, “It’s nice to marry the 
girl next door, the one you grew up with. But 
I didn’t know that when I grew up with her.” 
Mary Jane commented on all they have in 
common and the importance of being mutually 
supportive in relationship. 

The Harrell family
Center: O.E. and Margaret; LEFT TO RIGHT: William,  

John, James, Martin, Mary Jane 

May 6, 1967 at St. John’s Cathedral

Mary Jane had gone to be with her parents 
while Larry served overseas.

For the next 18 months, 1970-1971, the 
young family of three lived in Philadelphia 
so that Larry could earn a Wharton MBA at 
the University of Pennsylvania. From there, 
they were o� to Rochester, New York when 
Larry was hired by Xerox Corporation. �eir 
second daughter, Robin, was born up there 
before the company moved the family south 
to Stamford, Connecticut for three years and 
then back again to Rochester where their 
third daughter, Nancy, was born. �ere were 
additional transfers, which included moves 
to Dallas, Texas and Saratoga, California. 

“Xerox spent an enormous amount of money 
moving me around the country, which 
I never quite understood,” Larry said 
of his time with the company before 
his 2000 retirement. Mary Jane thinks 
it was because “he was a problem 
solver.”

A�er Larry’s retirement from Xerox, 
he worked remotely doing part-time 
accounting work for Coastal 
Construction Products, a Jacksonville 
company owned by Mary Jane’s 
younger brother, William Harrell, 
and William’s good friend, Skip 
Allcorn,

Larry and Mary Jane were gone 
from Jacksonville for a total of 47 
years. By the time they returned six 
years ago, their three girls were 
already married and on their own. 
�rough all those decades, they 
never lost connections here though. 
Mary Jane maintained her leadership 

Larry McKnight in Vung Tau, Vietnam, 1969

Florida Christian 
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Visit our website to book your massage or register for a class.

904-680-7344  |  2105 Park Street Suite 1, Jacksonville FL, 32204  |  solunayogaspa.com  
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60 min Massage 
$69
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5 Classes for 
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TIM McGRAW
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WE INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE HARDAGE-GIDDENS AMENITIES
THE LEGACY LODGE EVENT CENTER

CHAPEL &C EMETERY

FUNERAL HOME

MEMORIALPARK& FUNERALH OME

GREENLAWN
CEMETERY

FUNERALH OME

FUNERALH OME& MEMORIALPARK

FUNERAL HOME ANDC EMETERY

BEACHES CHAPEL

RIVERMEADF UNERAL HOME

FUNERAL HOME & GARDENS

.

Jody Brandenburg, President 
Matt Tucci, Director of Operations

“Hardage-Giddens shares its Core Values of Respect, Integrity, Enduring Relationships, and Service Excellence 
and thanks you for Generations of families served here in Jacksonville and the surrounding areas.  Please allow us 

the honor in creating a lasting Celebration of Life for many Generations to come.”

IN MEMORIAM

R
etired �re�ghter Lt. Joe 
Smith answered his “Last 
Alarm” and took his last 
ride to Union Hall on 
Engine 18 as he was 

remembered by his fellow �re�ghters 
on his birthday March 31.  In keeping 
with the motto “remembering our brothers 
who have answered their last alarm,” Joe 
was honored in the �rst outdoor memorial 
service conducted by the Jacksonville 
Retired Fire�ghters Association. �e 
service, o�ciated by Mick Tyson, was 
held at Stockton Park in Ortega, a place 
where the amateur photographer liked 
to visit and take photos. In addition to 
family members, friends, his wife Andra 
(Leonard) and daughter Joy Smith, there 
were over 50 retired �re�ghters in full 
uniform in attendance, a bagpipe salute, 
a bugler playing taps, a color guard and 
presentation of the American �ag to his 
wife of 50 years whom he met in junior 
high school at John Gorrie and married 
at Murray Hill Methodist Church in 
1971, the same year he joined the 
Jacksonville Fire Department. 

Dr. Percy Golden, Chaplain of the Fire 
and Rescue Department conducted the 
service and remarked on Joe’s thirty- two 
years of service to the community. He 
said that Joe was well thought of by the 
people he worked with and went into 
dangerous neighborhoods and situations. 
Andra, a retired nurse from St. Vincent’s 

said that he never talked about anything 
regarding his work until he retired 20 
years ago although fellow �re�ghters 
remarked that “his most memorable 
�res were like so many other members- 
the Triangle Fire and the Stewart Petroleum 
Fires.” 

Andra mentioned that Joe was generous 
to a fault. He helped a young �reman 
build a house, helped a lot of people out 
�nancially, even taking in an elderly man 
who had lived with his parents and then 
lived with Andra and Joe for over 20 
years. 

In addition to his service as a �re�ghter 
the hard- working Smith was in the 
National Guard 146th Signal Battalion 
in Jacksonville, owned a cabinet shop, B 
and J Contractors, and at one time owned 
the Waycross Speedway and a Dairy 
Queen on Roosevelt Boulevard. He 
delivered drinks for RC Cola while a 
student at Robert E. Lee High School 
(class of 1966) where he was an athlete 
who played football, basketball and ran 
track setting a state record in low hurdles 
and taking two gold medals in his 10th 
and 11th grade year. Unfortunately, a 
broken foot his senior year ended his 
athletic competitions.

After his retirement from the Fire 
Department Joe stayed busy with his 
remodeling business and hobbies – hunting, 
�shing, photography and with Anda, 
taking care of their numerous dogs, cats, 

raccoons and possums on their two plus 
acres in Murray Hill.

A�er his last ride from Stockton Park 
to Union Hall on a �re engine, friends 
and family gathered to share stories 
about his life and contributions to the 
Fire Department. It was noted that he 
was active in the union and worked to 
secure life jackets for �remen who had 
to respond in boats as well assisting with 
re- doing the rules and regulations of 
the widow’s fund.  

Joe’s “Last Alarm” has been answered 
and noted with respect by his friends 
family and peers.

JOE SMITH
MARCH 31, 1948 – FEBRUARY 15, 2020

  Joe was 
GENEROUS to a fault. 
He helped a young 
�reman build a house, 
HELPED A LOT OF 
PEOPLE out �nancially, 
even TAKING IN AN 
ELDERLY MAN...who 
lived with [us] for over 
20 years.”

— Andra (Leonard) Smith
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50-year  commitment  to 
volunteering is unusual, and the 
Jacksonville Chapter of the 
National Society of Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
recently took the opportunity 
to recognize Avondale resident 
Carol Cochran’s half-century of 
service. Since 1971, when Cochran 
became a member of Shawnee 
Mission Chapter, Shawnee Mission, 
Kansas, to today, she has been 
an active volunteer in the DAR.

Cochran �rst became interested 
in the 130-year-old organization 

because of her mother-in-law, 
who was a member. She traced 
her lineage to a Pyles family 
member on the paternal side 

who contributed to securing American independence during the 
Revolutionary War. A�er becoming an o�cial member on April 17, 1971, 
she soon went to work volunteering on multiple committee o�ces and 
leadership o�ces in the Shawnee Mission Chapter, including serving as 
a Regent.

From there she held o�ces as Kansas State Organizing Secretary and 
then State Historian. Twice she was awarded the State Volunteer Genealogist. 
At the national level, she served as Vice Chairman of Chapter Development.

In 2018, her husband and she decided to leave Kansas winters behind 
and move to Jacksonville where their son and his family live in Avondale. 
She founded the Jacksonville Chapter of the NSDAR and has been inducted 
as Registrar for 2021-2023. She continued to serve at the Florida State 
Level and National Level. 

“We are honored to have a member like Carol Cochran now call the 
Jacksonville Chapter her home,” C. Maria Miller, current Jacksonville 
Chapter Regent, said. “I personally congratulate Mrs. Cochran on her 
outstanding 50 years of service.”

When accidents and illnesses happen, time is critical. To give 
you access to the emergency care your family needs, when 
you need it, Ascension St. Vincent’s has opened a new kind 
of emergency room. At our new Ascension St. Vincent’s ER 
locations, you’ll get the same high-quality and immediate care 
you need in an emergency, in a separate building and a more 
convenient location. This means getting the care you need 
without navigating a hospital campus at an urgent time.

So when you need us, we’ll be right here, working quickly to 
deliver the care you need and connecting you to the follow-up 
treatment that’s right for you. 

Your closest ER 
is now open

ER care in a building all its own

© Ascension 2021. All rights reserved.

Now open in your community

Ascension St. Vincent’s Emergency Room Westside 
8083 Parramore Road
Jacksonville, FL 32244

Ascension St. Vincent’s Emergency Room Arlington
9820 Hutchinson Park Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32225  

GetJaxHealthCare.com 

If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 911.

Carol Cochran was recently recognized by the 
Jacksonville Chapter for her 50 years of volunteer service 
to the National Association of Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

DAR recognizes Cochran’s  
50 years of volunteer service

Hyde Park grandmother takes on jet skiing

As Percy Jones Russell approached her eighty-
second birthday, COVID-19 and her husband’s 
health had kept her con�ned for the past couple 
of years, and the family felt it was time for her 
to get out and enjoy herself.

“My sister, Kathy, encouraged our mother to 
do something totally di�erent for her birthday,” 
said Terry Russell Roberts. Kathy Russell Walker, 
Terry’s younger sister, lives in Eatonton, Georgia.

What that may be having yet to be determined, 
Percy was visiting with Terry, in her Ortega Forest 
home on the Ortega River. When she saw someone 
jet ski by, she knew that was it. She was going to 
jet ski for the �rst time in her life. �ey found a 
place to rent the jet ski and an instructor to help 
her learn.

“It went great. She had a big smile on her face 
as they took o�,” Terry said. “She’s fun and full 
of adventure and ready to go.”

“My mother raised a total of six kids – his, hers 
and ours – with �ve under one roof at the same 
time. �ere are 20 years between my baby sister 
and me,” said Roberts. “She’s also an artist, mostly 
in pastels, and even sewed a leisure suit for my 
dad at one point.” 

Percy Russell was known for her cooking as well. 
“My father would see a recipe in Bon Appetit 

and want her to make it. Despite the seemingly 
never-ending list of ingredients, Russell would 
take it on and produce a delicious dish.

Dr. Thomas Russell, 89, passed away on 
September 27, 2020. He had a dentistry clinic at 
San Juan and Hugh Edwards Drive for more than 
35 years. Percy and he were married for 52 years.

Roberts owns Terry’s Kitchen and, with her 
late husband, Gary, the In River or Ocean nonpro�t. 
Gary, who grew up on Jacksonville’s Westside, 
also owned South Bank Pharmacy on Atlantic 
Boulevard.

Terry and her family moved from High Point, 
N.C., to apartments in the Normandy area, when 
Terry was in the third grade. �ey eventually 
moved to Hyde Grove Acres.

What’s Percy Russell’s next birthday adventure?
“Well, Kathy took on ziplining when she turned 

60, so she may encourage mother to take that on 
when she turns 83,” said Terry.

With the help of grandson Lee Walker, Perry Jones Russell, 82, jet skis 
for the first time on the Ortega River. Lee is Kathy Walker’s son and 
Terry Roberts’ nephew.

 She had a big smile on  
her face...She’s FUN AND  
FULL OF ADVENTURE  
and ready to go.”

— Terry Russel Roberts
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JUNIOR RESIDENTS
BOY SCOUTS TREK NORTHERN TIER

San Marco members of Boy Scout Troop 906 
chartered out of St. John’s Cathedral recently 
returned from a trip to the Northern Tier. Along 
with their leader, Mark Eckels, the scouts participated 
in a �ve-day canoe trek out of the Charles Sommers 
National High Adventure Base in Ely, Minnesota.

�ey ventured for �ve days and four nights 
into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
where they paddled over 55 miles, portaged over 
four-and-a-half miles, and carried all their gear 
and food. �e scouts were disconnected from 
Wi-Fi and cell service while immersing themselves 
in the nature and wildlife surrounding them. Along 
the way, each scout earned three awards: 50-Miler, 
Historic Trails, and Duty to God.

�e same crew attended a high adventure trek 
at Sea Base in the Florida Keys last summer and 
is slated to complete a trek at Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico next summer. �ese trips 
are part of a quest to earn the coveted High 
Adventure Triple Crown Award, which is given 
to those who complete treks at three of four high 
adventure bases.

Northern Tier Crew
LEFT TO RIGHT, First row: Ion Jablonski (Field guide from Bu�alo, NY), 
Mark Eckels (Troop Leader), Liam Leonard, Mike Leonard (Assistant Troop 
Leader); LEFT TO RIGHT, Second row: Andrew Snyder, Max Moorehead 
(Senior Patrol Leader), Kamm Eckels, Emiliano Makros, Kaden Newman

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

Accepting PreK 3 - 6th Grade applicatatatatatatattions
for the current school year and beyond.
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 Presbyterian Day School

Discover the advantage of a Riverside education!

830 Oak Street   |   Jacksonville, FL   |   admission@rpds.com  |  904.353.3459
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SMILE!! 
It's Back To School Time!

Most insurances and care credit accepted
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An electric atmosphere of excitement and energy abounded at 
the Jessie Ball duPont Center in mid-June as 60 teens received 
training for a unique and meaningful summer job.  For the 
READ USA Summer Reading Program 2021, teens received a 
week of intensive professional development training, using 
high-quality literacy curriculum, on how to teach and assess 
phonics and reading comprehension with elementary school 
children in a one-to-one setting.  

�e READ USA Summer Reading Program of peer-to-peer 
tutoring pairs the 60 teens from the Mayor’s Youth at Work 
Program with 165 elementary students at three Title 1 Duval 
County schools - Cedar Hill, Hyde Park and Sadie T. Tillis 
Elementary.  

As of Monday, June 21, through Community in Schools, Team 
Up and the I’m a Star Foundation, elementary students at the 
three schools who are experiencing di�culty with reading will 
be matched with teen tutors �ve days a week for �ve weeks.

READ USA sta�, led by Dr. Robert Kelly, provided 25 hours 
of training to the teens, with curriculum that incorporated 
high-interest books and multisensory word study materials.  

Each teen tutor was assessed on two measures of literacy 
exposure and one measure of reading pro�ciency.  At the 
beginning and end of the program, the tutors will assess all 
elementary students using pre and post measures of reading 
accuracy, phonics skills, and reading pro�ciency. 

Job coaches from Goodwill, the organization managing the 
Mayor’s Youth, will support the tutors with professional skills, 
scheduling transportation, and supervising time clock and 
payroll details. Based on data from prior programming provided 
by READ USA, it is expected that substantial reading gains will 
be achieved by both the elementary students and their tutors.    

“�is model of peer-to-peer tutoring, pairing high schoolers 
and elementary children from low-income communities, is 
unique in two ways: the number of hours of tutor training and 
the quality of literacy curriculum. �ese two components are 
key to the success of this model,” said Dr. Kelly, noting that 

“READ USA has combined these powerful practices with high-
quality books and multisensory materials to boost the literacy 
progress of both elementary children and their tutors. �at’s 
the beauty of this program.”

Bryan Gamble, Mr. Kellie Landen, Nahume Mosby, Haley Holloway and 
Dr. Rob Kelly 

Bishop Kenny High School’s NJROTC  was selected to participate in 
the 2021 season of the Air Force Association’s (AFA) CyberCamp 
Program,as a host for both Standard CyberCamp and the Advanced 
CyberCamp. �e BKNJROTC is a distinguished unit which allows it 
to be selected from organizations across the United States 

More than 30 students attended Bishop Kenny’s AFA CyberCamps 
during the last two weeks of July, and included NJROTC cadets from 
Oakleaf High School, and Valdosta High School (GA).  Because of 
their past successes, the courses were taught by the unit’s Cyber Patriot 
Team Commander Cadet Sapp and Unit’s Executive O�cer Cadet 
August Gould.  Overseeing the camp and evaluation were BKNJROTC’s 
Naval Science Instructors: CDR Morrill and MCPO Harris, as well 
as Valdosta’s NSI: SCPO Willis, and Mr. Larry Rodriguez and Mr. Jim 
Baas (Bishop Kenny’s IT Team) were instrumental in facilitating the 
smooth running of all computer systems. 

Cyber Patriot Camp Bringing Schools Together

READ USA DELIVERS PROGRAMS FOR LITERACY, JOBS

Episcopal prepares students 

for success in college and 

beyond through a balanced 

program built on Four Pillars: 

Academics, Athletics, Fine 

Arts, and Spiritual Life. 

Episcopal students find their 

passions while shaping who, 

not what, they will become. 

www.esj.org
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�e Performers Academy, located in 
the St. Nicholas area, kicked o� its 
tenth year of Camp Just Like Me on 
June 1 with TPA Fest 2021, the non-
pro�t’s �rst-ever mural festival. More 
than 12 local and visiting artists 
participated, with some murals created 
collaboratively and some done inde-
pendently. �e artists completed their 
murals over the course of the week 
on the exterior walls of �e Performers 
Academy’s outdoor campus.

In addition to inspiring the community, 
motivating TPA students and providing 
opportunities for local artists, the 
festival raised funds for the nonpro�t’s 
creative enrichment programs that 
support enrolled youth. �e event 
included music, MC Olympics and a 
murder mystery brunch, while the 
muralists were painting. Keynote 
speaker was Allison Galloway-Gonzalez, 

the executive director of Any Given Child. Special guest Damien Lamar performed.
“TPA students are taught to use art as a vehicle for behavioral intervention and 

academic enrichment,” said Ebony Payne-English, who was recently named TPA’s 
executive director. “We are committed to making arts as coping mechanism accessible 
to communities that su�er from limited access, and in particular, historically under-
served teens.”

TPA programs include #SquadGoals Teen Studio to interrupt cycles of trauma 
through performance arts, Produce Of My Environment (POME) for teens to create 
autobiographical poetry, Just Like Me three-week summer camp and Truth & Proof: 
Youth Open Mic as a free, monthly art and poetry event for teens. �e organization 
works with instructors and artists from all geographic, ethnic and economic back-
grounds within seven arts and cultural disciplines including lyricism, theater, visual 
arts, music, dance, songwriting and recording arts.

Local spelling bee winner ties 
for 12th in national spelling bee

Local three-time First Coast Spelling Bee 
winner, Erik Williams, a rising ninth grader 
at St. Johns Country Day School, has 
competed for the last two years in the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee. A�er dom-
inating the preliminaries and quarter �nals 
in June, Williams was knocked out a�er 
incorrectly spelling “orismology,” the science 
of de�ning technical terms.

“It’s been an incredible ride for this very 
talented teen and coming in twel�h out of 
209 spellers in the �nal this year is de�nitely 
an accomplishment to be proud of,” Regan 
Minners, SJCDS director of communications, 
said.

“I practice a lot,” said Williams. “You have 
to study languages and the roots of words. 
Paying attention to language patterns help, 

too. And then you have to just memorize random words, like trademarks.”
Erik competes in more than spelling bees, however.

“Competition naturally appeals to me,” he said. “I play baseball and basketball, but, 
of course, spelling is a little di�erent because you’re competing against the dictionary, 
and you can’t control what others do.”

Even though he’s competing, Erik still feels badly when others miss a word.
“I always feel bad when someone gets out because I know it could be me. I know 

how that feels, and I don’t want to happen to someone else.” 
“�e anticipation about getting a word you might not be able to spell is the hardest 

part of competing,” Erik said.  about what word you’re going to get. “Orismology is 
an example of a word that doesn’t follow a pattern. Being Greek work, it should be 
‘orismology,’ but it doesn’t follow the pattern.”

“�is �nish de�nitely exceeded our expectations,” said Williams’ mom, Annica 
Williams. “It’s been one incredible journey and it’s, for sure, bittersweet that it has 
come to an end.” Erik credits his mother for being a great study partner and coach.

“It’s been a great opportunity,” Erik said. “You learn all these good lessons like 
determination and persistence.”

Ebony Payne-English, TPA’s new executive director, and Kathryn 
D. McAvoy, board chair, who founded The Performers Academy

Festival celebrates the power 
of performing arts for teens 

ERIK WILLIAMS

ST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL  (904) 264-9572  •  SJCDS.NETST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL  

Est. 1953Est. 1953
College Prep,        
  Redefined.

OUR STUDENTS AREN’T 
PREPARING FOR THE 

FUTURE, THEY’RE

CREATING IT.
At St. Johns, we know that “college prep” means so 
much more than challenging academics. It means 
developing young adults who think deeply and 
analyze critically, have a love of learning and want to 
problem-solve, and who can seek solutions, accept 
responsibility, and create collaboration. These are the 
skills students need not just to survive in college and 
beyond, but to thrive.

Call or click today to find out what a St. Johns 
education can do for your child and to schedule a 
personal guided your.
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CLASS OF 2021
AN EPISCOPAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Congratulations, Seniors! www.christschool.org

Ian Adams 
Mills River, NC 

Citadel Military College of South 
Carolina

Noah Beaulieu 
Toronto, Canada 

Queens University of Charlotte

Charlie Bell 
Asheville, NC 

Samford University

Tyler Bell 
Arden, NC 

UNC–Chapel Hill

Sam Brie 
Westmount, Canada 

St. Bonaventure University

Max Brodeur 
Asheville, NC 

Appalachian State University

Charlie Browder 
Kingsport, TN 

University of Central Florida

Carson Campbell 
Black Mountain, NC 

Colorado State University

Ben Capel 
Kingsport, TN 

Samford University

Bruce Capel 
Kingsport, TN

The University of Alabama

William Chaffe 
Dallas, TX 

University of Mississippi

Garrett Clapsaddle 
Murphy, NC 

United States Merchant Marine 
Academy

Lennox Cummings 
Asheville, NC 

College of Charleston

William David
Asheville, NC 
Duke University

Robert Dong 
Yantai, China 

Waseda University

Robert Donovan 
Simpsonville, SC 

Pepperdine University

Sean Dow 
Simpsonville, SC 
Lehigh University

Jake Easler 
Landrum, SC 

College of Charleston

Jackson Fender 
Swannanoa, NC
Elon University

Aidan Galpin 
Jacksonville, FL 

Western Colorado University

Coker Ford 
Charleston, SC 
Wofford College

Will Laney 
Columbia, SC 

University of South Carolina

Jack Lee 
Changwon-si, Korea 

Indiana University

Andrew Grande 
Clayton, NC 
Rice University

Wilton Graves 
Asheville, NC 

University of Pennsylvania

Grant Haldeman 
Asheville, NC 

Purdue University

Ashe Hamrick 
Charlotte, NC 
Elon University

McCauley Hardison 
Wilmington, NC 
Southern Methodist 

University

Connor Jones
Asheville, NC 

United States Military 
Academy

Ethan Kemp 
Mills River, NC 

University of Oklahoma

Daniel Liang
Suzhou, China 

New York University

Edward Lin 
Beijing, China 

Duke Kunshan University

Lex Long 
Woodbridge, VA 

University of Virginia

Alex Lontz 
Middletown, DE 

University of Alaska Anchorage

Weston McGrath 
Charlotte, NC 

Syracuse University

Cade Mintz 
Whittier, NC 

UNC–Charlotte

Daniel Neuman 
Charlotte, NC 

North Carolina State University

Mikey Peralta 
New York, NY 

Saint John Fisher College

Austin Perkins 
Sunset, SC 

Florida State University

Garrett Rathburn 
Charlotte, NC 
UNC–Charlotte

Drew Redmond 
Arden, NC 

Lees–McRae College

Henderson Reynolds 
Asheville, NC
Rhodes College

Painter Richards-Baker  
Hillsborough, NC 
Dartmouth College

Cade Rodriguez 
Fayetteville, NC 

UNC–Chapel Hill

Grant Ruch 
Greensboro, NC
Wofford College

Ollie Searle 
Black Mountain, NC 

UNC–Wilmington

Cameron Seifried 
Laurel Park, NC 

College of Charleston

Luke Stone 
Lexington, KY 

 University of Kentucky

Jackson Swango 
Dallas, TX 

Texas Christian University

Coleman Taylor 
Spruce Pine, NC 

Appalachian State University

Corey Taylor 
Raleigh, NC 

UNC–Charlotte

Billy Thackston 
Manakin Sabot, VA 

The University of Texas at 
Austin

Charlie Thomas 
Ninety Six, SC 
Wofford College

John Thomas 
Little River,  SC 

Coastal Carolina University

Johnny Wehner 
Wilmington, NC 

North Carolina State University

Patrick Wilds 
Martinez, GA 

Augusta University

Trip Yarborough 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 

Georgia Southern University

Bevin Zhang 
Suzhou, China 

Vanderbilt University 

Kevin Zheng 
Guangzhou, China 

University of Wisconsin 
(Madison)

Stewart Buchanan 
Dallas, TX 

Sewanee: The University of 
the South

Mitch Donahoo 
Jacksonville, FL 
Santa Fe College

Andrew Graham 
Asheville, NC 

UNC–Greensboro

Mason Lamb 
Asheville, NC 

American College of the Building 
Arts

Mickey Meguiar 
Fletcher, NC 

University of Georgia

Luke Rheney 
Asheville, NC 

UNC–Chapel Hill

Tom Tang 
Nanjing, China 

University of Toronto

Aidan Williams 
Asheville, NC 

Samford University

Keese Zugehoer 
Gravenhurst, Canada 
Lindenwood University
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St. Paul’s Catholic School-Riverside teamed up with the YMCA to host a free six-week 
summer camp for K-6 students throughout Jacksonville.  �e camp ran from June 14 
to July 23 and included lunch and supplies.

�e YMCA organized, managed, and funded the program. St. Paul’s historic campus 
in Riverside, inside and out, created an ideal location. Middle school science teacher 
Kelsey �eodore served as lead instructor,  and music and media teacher Lisa Weindorf 
served as camp director. Additional teachers and YMCA sta� worked with them.

A typical day focused on reading and math, arts and cra�s, play and dance.  Swimming 
was held at the Winston Family YMCA facility.

“�is is our �rst time partnering with the YMCA for their summer camp. �e Y’s 
mission of serving the community aligns nicely with St. Paul’s. We hope this is the 
beginning of a great partnership with the Y, one that we can repeat for families each 
summer,” said Principal Kim Repper of St. Paul’s-Riverside.

St. Paul’s and YMCA host free camp

A camper demonstrates his understanding of a lesson.
Campers benefit from individualized instruction from 
St. Paul’s Lisa Weindorf.�is fall, the St. Mark’s Ortega campus of 

Episcopal School of Jacksonville will add 
a new research-based infant-toddler 
curriculum, expanding an already robust 
Early Learning Program. 

Within this new curriculum, children 
will participate in play-based games and 
projects to gain a variety of development 
skills. Examples include learning how to 
make friends, understanding how to solve 
problems, practicing how to listen, and 
recognizing letters and words. 

“We want to encourage children to observe, 
take things apart, build and see what they 
can �nd out. �e more active children are 
in their work, the more they learn and 

remember,” said Beville Anderson, Head 
of Lower School at St. Mark’s Campus, 
Episcopal School of Jacksonville.

Hands-on, multi-sensory learning will 
be augmented by long-term, trusting 
relationships with caregivers who will 
help support the children. Consistent yet 
�exible routines will enable students to 
feel secure in their environment and focus 
on learning. 

“�is new curriculum is being used to 
expand on our o�erings while maintaining 
many beloved traditions. We are looking 
forward to welcoming our youngest learners 
to the St. Mark’s Campus in the fall and 
watching them soar!” Anderson said. 

St. Mark’s Ortega to introduce a new 
infant-toddler curriculum this fall

Bienvenida, Herzlich, Receber, Bienvenue, 
Välkommen, Welkom, Velkoinn, Welcome.

Welcome to a Broader Perspective.

BOLLES OFFERS 

AN ACADEMIC SETTING 

INCLUSIVE OF ALL 

FAITHS, CULTURES 

AND BACKGROUNDS. 

WE BELIEVE DEEPER 

LEARNING OCCURS 

IN A RESPECTFUL 

AND ACCEPTING 

ENVIRONMENT.

Bolles.org
Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.



WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX CORPORATION OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES NOR ENDORSED BY ROLEX IN ANY WAY. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY 
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS. A-COIN IS KNOWN WORLDWIDE, AND OUR INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS ASSURE YOU OF SELLING TO THE COMPANY WITH THE WIDEST CLIENTELE OF ANY OTHER. WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST CASH PRICES. PLEASE NOTE... THERE IS NO 
OBLIGATION TO SELL.. NO CHARGE FOR OUR EXPERTS TO EVALUATE YOUR TREASURES. MINIMUM PURCHASES APPLY. A-COIN IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX USA. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES 
ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS.

Bank and House Calls Available for Large Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”    

WWW.A-COIN.COM | 904.733.1204 
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, FL | Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm

J A C K S O N V I L L E ’ S  P R E M I E R  D E A L E R  O F  C O I N S ,  C U R R E N C I E S  A N D  C O L L E C T I B L E S

Cool off this summer 
with cold hard cash!
Stop by and browse our wide selection of 
watches, jewelry, rare coins, stamps and 
collectibles or trade your valuables for cash. 



904.683.5230 | 1046 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204  |  TraditionsJax.com  |   @TraditionsRealtyJax.com

FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME
BUY  /  SELL  /  RENT  / �  LEASE

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

TRADITIONS
R E A L T Y LLC

The dedication, knowledge and experience with Jacksonville real estate is what creates the Traditions Realty difference. 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT at its finest, a cornerstone of our work in residential real estate.

For many years, our team of real estate experts has been serving the area, ensuring assets and investments are handled with care.  
By way of proprietary software, an outstanding team of maintenance and management professionals,  

we provide real estate investors with the highest level of service.
A seamless experience requires the resources, knowledge of market conditions, and experience to get the job done right, from start 

to finish. We are a leader in the industry because we know how to handle any situation you may encounter as a property owner.
TRUST… 

is the cornerstones of our operations – our track record speaks for itself – let us help you manage your assets successfully and seamlessly today.

TRADITIONS… 
are what you’ll pass on, so let us manage the assets that help you build upon the foundation you’ve built – or are currently building – for generations to come.

AT TRADITIONS REALTY, WE ARE JACKSONVILLE EXPERTS 
AND WORK EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE FIRST COAST COMMUNITY.

2960 REMINGTON ST #6 - $825/mo.
1 BR / 1 BA / 550 sqft.

2050 DELLWOOD AVE #3 - $950/mo.
1 BR / 1 BA / 780 sqft.

3649 PINE ST - $2,750/mo.
3 BR / 2 BA / 1,855 sqft.

2030 HERSCHEL ST #3 - $340,000
2 BR / 2 BA / 1,211 sqft.

4317 SHIRLEY AVE - $314,000
3 BR / 1 BA / 1,397 sqft.

913 INGLESIDE AVE - $260,000
2 BR / 2 BA / 1,136 sqft.

5327 Villa Ortega - $465,000 ◆ 5 BR / 3.5 BA / 2,805 sqft.
This fabulous home is a must see. Very well located it is convenient 
to just about anywhere. Home has open floor plan with living–
dining open to kitchen equipped with Whirlpool appliances and 
breakfast area. First floor master suite with walk-in closet. Half bath 
completes first floor. Upstairs is a large loft area with 4 bedrooms 
and 2 full baths plus very large walk-in storage closet. Separate 
laundry room completes upstairs and washer & dryer convey to new 
owner. The exterior of this home is superb with beautiful plantings 
and outdoor patio plus ‘’she-shed/man-cave’’. Back yard is fully 
fenced to enclose the pond and backs up to a preservation area. 2 car 
attached garage completes the package. DON’T MISS THIS ONE!




