
Jacksonville will soon welcome a new member into its 
community: area code 324. Last month, the Florida 
Public Service Commission (PSC) announced the 
implementation of this new area code overlay.

The National American Numbering Plan Administrator 
(NANPA), the entity which governs all telephone 
numbers in the United States, first called for the need 

Counting down 
to 324
BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

for a 904 area code relief plan in October 2021. In 
May, the PSC approved such a plan after forecasting 
all remaining 904 numbers would be assigned by 
2024.  Once that occurs, all new telephone numbers 
will be assigned 324 area code. As a result, all digits 

— area code and the seven-digit phone number — will 
be required when placing phone calls. 

In a press release the PSC said this new area code 
overlay covers the “same geographical boundaries as 
904.” This includes Jacksonville, Jacksonville Beach, 
Orange Park, Fernandina Beach and “surrounding 
communities.”

“As Florida’s 4th originally assigned area code, the 
904 area code has a long history of adapting to Florida’s 
growth,” said PSC Chairman Andrew Fay in the press 
release. “This approved relief was the first of its kind 
for Jacksonville as the 324 area code overlay is designed 

to meet the increased demand for new numbers in 
this thriving area.”

According to the PSC’s “Area Code Frequently Asked 
Questions” page, there are nearly 8 million telephone 
numbers in a given area code for residential and 
business customers and “area code exhaustion” is 
reached once “nearly” all those numbers have been 
distributed to telephone service providers. 

The use of area codes dates back to the 1947 and 
AT&T’s creation of the North American Numbering 
Plan (NANP). Implementation of the plan began in 
1951. Today, the NANP serves 20 North American 
countries. There were originally 86 area codes between 
the United States and Canada. Florida’s first area code 
was 305. Today, Florida has more than 20 area codes, 
including overlays. 904 has been northeastern Florida’s 
area code since 1965.
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Purchase 6 months 
& receive $5 off$5 off

Purchase 12 months 
& receive $10 off$10 off

THIS DEAL WORKS FOR ALL 
PREVENTATIVE CARE PRODUCTS 

FOR DOGS AND CATS.

*MUST HAVE A COMBINATION OF BOTH  HEART WORM PREVENTION AND FLEA PROTECTION.

FOR EX AMPLE: HEART WORM PROTECTION + FLEA PREVENTION = $ OFF

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.ForeverVets.com | 204.2191
580 College Street, Jacksonville

protect your pet and save money!protect your pet and save money!

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED.

VALID JUNE AND JULY 2022 ONLY

DAR members Barbara McGriff, Connie Taylor, Betty Reed and Jurelle Stanton wave flags on Flag Day, June 14, 2022, at the Shoppes of Avondale

CELEBRATING           YEARS             
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Council Member Randy DeFoor announced her 
intentionof ending her political service as a Council 
Member in 2023. Her announcement was made official 
June 22, she shared a statement with her constituents 
stating, “It has been a tremendous honor to represent 
you, the citizens of District 14, on the City Council of 
Jacksonville.  My love and gratitude for my constituents/
neighbors only grew and continues to grow.  District 
14 is special and the people who live there are special.  
These neighborhoods have been my home for all of 
my life, and generations of both sides of my family 
before me, so this was a venture of the heart, not 
politics, a call not an ambition.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity — I will 
continue to work hard for the District for the remainder 
of my term, and as a citizen thereafter.  I think we 
made a big difference, at a crucial time, but political 
office is about service, not ambition.  I came when I 
felt called, believe that together we made a difference, 
and now in the best tradition of our country and it’s 
founders, I now return to business.  The candidates 
who have declared were made aware of my intentions 
before they filed-my hope is that by giving this much 
time for candidates to run the District will benefit- thank 
you again.  I retain the option of endorsing a candidate 
whom I feel has the ability, and equally critical the 
integrity to serve all of us in District 14, where my 
family and I still reside.  A crucial determinate in my 
considerations will be with whom they affiliate as 
they undertake their campaign.”

Randy DeFoor announcing 
intention of ending political 
service as a City Council Member 

An American designed, built and locally honed Huckins Yacht, BOUNTY, steams out 
of the Ortega River basin, passing by the Ortega River Bridge as it makes its way 
toward Downtown on Saturday, June 11. 

Donors and other party supporters from the Florida GOP and Duval County GOP 
were out for the morning of the Bicentennial celebration to thank our Governor Ron 
DeSantis during the World’s first DeSantis Flotilla. The event was slated for a 12 
o’clock outing, to convene on the area of the St. Johns River surrounding the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, the current home of USS Orleck Naval Ship Museum. Over 1,300 
boats registered, the weather threatened the event with lightning, but the crowd 
made its impression felt, as the flotilla coincided with activities along the river 
during the City’s Bicentennial Celebration.

The World's First for Florida's Governor
Floatilla organized to recognize Ron DeSantis

JACKSONVILLE 
CELEBRATES 200 YEARS

READ MORE ON PAGE 22

Celebrating the Stars and Stripes
Local ladies help raise awareness for our American traditions SEE

 PAGE 18

Northbank 
Riverwalk 
Improvements
The City of Jacksonville is implementing a 
construction project on the Northbank Riverwalk. 
Pedestrian travel from Brooklyn to the 
Northbank is somewhat limited for the time 
being while construction is taking place. The 
Northbank Riverwalk is now open behind the 
Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts 
(previously the Times-Union Center for the 
Performing Arts). Further updates will be 
distributed as more information is received.
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EDITORtoLETTER

Congratulations to our JULY Yard of the Month - 
1278 Talbot Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

Submit a photo of your yard and win $100 gift card  
to one of many participating restaurants editor@residentnews.net

JULYYARD of  the MONTH
I feel blessed to have been raised in Jacksonville and have 

the opportunities afforded me. I am so impressed with how 

Mary Wanser presented my life experiences in May's "The 

Way We Were" column. I have received so many positive 

comments regarding the article. She is an amazing writer, 

and I am forever indebted to her and The Resident! 

Sincerely,
Clayton Spradley

Call today to restore and protect  
your hard to clean glass.

800.433.4198LeeAndCatesGlass.com

We absolutely are in LOVE with the RESIDENT NEWSPAPER! 

We are transplants from New Jersey and new to this 

neighborhood. We truly enjoy reading it from cover to cover 

and we feel so connected. 

Recently my husband was given a Historic Life magazine 

and Newcomers Guide from our realtor and it was ever so 

helpful and continues to be our “go to guide” for all things 

local.

Keep up the great work!
Mr. and Mrs. Sawyer, Avondale 

The Resident is a monthly newspaper mailed to homeowners in Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, Murray Hill, San Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. For advertising information please call 904.388.8839. Editorial submissions are welcome, but subject to editing at the publisher’s discretion. Facts and statements expressed in the editorial content are not necessarily those of The Resident.  
All content is copyrighted and may not be reprinted, copied or reproduced without written permission from the publisher. ©2021. Locally Owned and Operated.

PUBLISHERS 
Seth Williams 

Pamela B. Williams
DIRECTOR OF SALES 

Debra McGregor
ART DIRECTOR 

Amanda Nelson-Sinagra
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 

Chris Gildersleeve 
Tricia Steele

CONTRIBUTING 
WRITERS

Joel Addington 
Susan Brandenburg

Debra Fine 
Julie Kerns Garmendia 

Michele Leivas 
Karen Rieley
Windy Taylor 
Mary Wanserwww.ResidentNews.net

GOT NEWS?
EMAIL US AT editor@residentnews.net

Phone: (904) 388-8839 • Fax: (904) 423-1183
1650-302 Margaret St. #310 • Jacksonville, FL 32204



Source: National Association of REALTORS® 2022 Home Buyers and Sellers Generational Trends

TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

SHEILA THOMPSON
(904) 625-7476

LINDSEY BARTON
(904) 318-6911

LESLIE RIOS WILKINS 
(904) 476-4188

MATTHEW ABERCROMBIE 
(904) 343-8139

VIRGINIA OGLETREE
(904) 545-8609

WALTER WARE 
(904) 759-8882

ANA JULIAN
(904) 449-2596 

ANN ABERCROMBIE
(904) 382-1346

ALISE FERRANTI
(904) 434-0767

TED ALEXANDER
(904) 334-1892

ELIZABETH MEUX 
(904) 704-1576

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

GRANT COOPER
(904) 878-3529

DOTTIE LOWELL
(904) 535-0136

CARRIE INMAN
(904) 707-8038

MillerCompanyRealtors.com

2905 CORINTHIAN AVENUE • Or tega Vil lage • 904-388-0000 

Market News
What’s happening in our neighborhoods?

Homes available to purchase remain in short supply.

Rising interest rates are affecting affordability. Earlier this year, a 
$400,000 mortgage meant a monthly principal + interest payment of 
about $1,800; now that same mortgage amount costs nearly $2,500 
a month.

Renters are feeling the squeeze, too - rents continue to rise, and more 
and more landlords are requiring tenants to prove their incomes are 
at least 3x the monthly rent.

Did you know?
Thursday is the best day of the week to list 
a home.

Staged homes sell faster and at higher 
prices than homes that are not staged.

Refinishing hardwood floors has the 
highest return on investment of any interior 
remodeling project - a potential 147%!

Mid-Year Neighborhood Update

Homes & Condos Sold
109

Median Sale Price
$380,000

     Highest Sale   Lowest Sale
      $1,640,000  $102,000

Sources: National Association of Realtors and Redfin 

Riverside Avondale Murray Hill

VenetiaOrtega ForestOrtega

Homes & Condos Sold
183

Median Sale Price
$415,000

     Highest Sale   Lowest Sale
      $4,450,000  $142,000

Homes & Condos Sold
228

Median Sale Price
$245,000

     Highest Sale   Lowest Sale
       $484,900  $65,000

Homes & Condos Sold
35

Median Sale Price
$442,500

     Highest Sale   Lowest Sale
      $4,750,000  $134,000

Homes & Condos Sold
23

Median Sale Price
$505,000

     Highest Sale   Lowest Sale
      $1,300,000  $110,000

Homes & Condos Sold
16

Median Sale Price
$345,000

     Highest Sale   Lowest Sale
      $1,640,000  $140,000

Data as of 6/23/22. Source: NAR Realtors Property Resource® LLC
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The Museum of Contemporary Art Jacksonville (MOCA) will 
unveil its latest exhibit in its Project Atrium series Saturday, 
July 9. 

Irish artist Maud Cotter will begin installing her exhibit, 
“Maud Cotter: what was never ours to keep” in MOCA 
Jacksonville’s designated Project Atrium space the week prior 
to its opening. The installation process will also be visible to 
the public, partly, to “demystify” contemporary art, said 
MOCA Jacksonville Senior Curator Ylva Rouse.

“It’s a way of not only bringing down the artist to the public 
level but also it’s exciting to participate in it,” said Rouse. 

“They’re able to talk to the artist and just be part of the creation 
of it which is always very exciting.”

Just steps from the main lobby — 40 feet high and 30 feet 
wide —the atrium is one MOCA Jacksonville’s “most 
commanding spaces.”

Rouse said Cotter’s approach to her work is “about 
investigating our relationship with matter and she does it 
from a very poetic viewpoint.”

Cotter is a renowned artist, both in Ireland and worldwide. 
This will be her first time in Jacksonville. Her work is primarily 
sculptural and therefore she said her initial “sculptural instinct” 
was to take on the full height of the atrium. The resulting 
project will be a suspended, vertical piece extending down 
from the middle beam, with different elements then spilling 
across the floor. 

"They’re quite incisive lines,” Cotter said. “I’m looking 
forward to that. My feeling really was that they would generate 

a new sort of spacial energy in the space by virtue of just 
slicing it like that and, if you like, create a different dynamic 
there.”

Furthering her exploration and investigation of humans’ 
relationship with matter, Cotter is very deliberate when 
selecting the materials for her work, Rouse said. This exhibit, 
Rouse said, includes mild steel rather than stainless steel 
because its main alloy is carbon, which is also one of the four 
key elements in the human body.

“She presents [these materials] to the viewer in an installation 
essentially making visible the world of matter that is usually 
invisible and putting it in a monumental scale so they’re 
equal, not only the so-called natural and manmade, but also 
equal to us with the hope, I think, with the hope of making 
us think about that relationship we have with the world around 
us, with nature,” said Rouse.

The title of her installation is the final line in Jim Moore’s 
poem, “Poem that Ends at the Ocean.” Moore penned the 
poem during the COVID-19 lockdown. An article by Timothy 
Hull, PhD on the International Society for Traumatic Stress 
Studies’ website states, “Moore speaks to the trauma of a 
never-in-our-lifetime experience of a pandemic quarantine. 
The themes of loss, grief, mourning and adaptation slowly 
emerge from the quiet three stanzas.”

“It’s a very, very gentle phrase — it’s a bit nudgey,” Cotter 
said. “…and the work will hopefully also make one feel this 
sense of things flooding through our fingers. We’re allowing 
things to pass through us and we should be more careful.”

Launched in 2011, MOCA Jacksonville’s Project Atrium 
was inspired by “Imagination Squared,” an exhibit of nearly 
1,000 five-inch canvases created by Jacksonville residents of 
all ages and professions. Hosted by MOCA Jacksonville, the 
exhibit was held in the atrium space.

“That’s where it started and here we are 10 years later and 
it’s continuing to be a challenge and a really exciting opportunity 
for artists because they’re forced to think outside the box, 
outside of their usual way of being in the space,” said Rouse.

MOCA Jacksonville will host a brunch opening on Saturday, 
July 9 at 11 a.m. to launch Cotter’s exhibit. The event will be 
open to the public and Cotter will be present to discuss 
 her work. 

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

HISTORICAL MARKET KNOWLEDGE = PROVEN RESULTS

rewade.com 
904.534.0969  

wade@rewade.com

WADE GRIFFIN
GRI, AHWD

1301 RIVERBIRCH LN - $4,195,000
5 BR · 6 BA · 1 HB · 8,266 sqft

SAN MARCO

3338 RIVERSIDE AVE -  $2,100,000
4 BR · 3 BA · 2 HB · 3,764 sqft

AVONDALE

2950 ST JOHNS AVE, 18 -  $379,000
2 BR · 2 BA · 1,362 sqft

AVONDALE

AVONDALE
1678 PINEGROVE AVE
3 BR · 2 BA · 2,103 SQFT  -  $710,000

On Saturday, June 11, Pat Ivey was sworn in as Jacksonville’s 
acting sheriff.

Appointed by Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, Ivey is 
replacing former Sheriff Mike Williams, who announced his 
retirement on June 2 following reports he no longer resided 
in Duval County and had, therefore, rendered himself ineligible 
to hold the position.

According to the Jacksonville City Charter, “If the sheriff 
should die, resign, or remove his residence from Duval County 
during his term of office, or be removed from office, the office 
of sheriff shall become vacant.”

“After some consideration, I have decided that a court battle 
over my residency would not be good for our community,” 
Williams wrote in a letter announcing his retirement. “That 
being said, I have decided to retire on June 10th.”

Williams completed 31 years of service with JSO. He had 
served as sheriff for seven of those years. 

Prior to this appointment, Ivey had served as Undersheriff 
since 2015; overall he’s worked for the Jacksonville Sheriff’s 
Office since 1994. Ivey’s biography posted on the JSO website 
states he “plans to carry on the mission of driving down violent 
crime by leveraging newer technology and increasing mental 
health and special needs awareness among officers and the 
public JSO serves. He recognizes Jacksonville's success depends 
on the involvement of citizens from every neighborhood of 
the city, and every walk of life.”

Nick Burgos is now the new Undersheriff.
In a Special Council Meeting on June 6, City Council 

members approved a special election for a new sheriff, 
coinciding with the Primary Election on Aug. 23. The newly 
elected sheriff would serve the remainder of Williams’ term, 
which ends on June 30, 2023. 

Ivey is not running in the upcoming election. The five 
candidates running for sheriff are Lakesha Burton (D), Wayne 
Clark (D), Tony Cummings (D), Ken Jefferson (D) and T.K. 
Waters (R). 

If none of these candidates obtains a majority vote, the two 
receiving the highest number of votes will go on to a runoff 
election in November. 

Ivey appointed Sheriff, special election looms for vacancy

PAT IVEY

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News

MOCA Jacksonville opens Maud Cotter exhibit in Project Atrium Series

© Maud Cotter, the moon is falling, 2018. Plastic sheeting, prestia, aeroboard, 
stainless steel, dimensions variable. Courtesy the artist and domobaal. Photo 
by Adam Reich.



After two decades of trying to lose weight, Al is finally winning the fight. 

“I tried every diet and exercise program out there,” said Al. “I felt defeated.” 

His life changed after seeing a friend who had weight loss surgery. “He had been just 
as heavy as I was, and he looked like a different person,” he said. 

Al decided it was time to go to Baptist Center for Bariatric Surgery, where he had a 
sleeve gastrectomy, which removes part of the stomach to limit food intake.

After months of eating sensibly and exercising five times a week, Al is 100 pounds 
thinner. “My phone even didn’t recognize my face,” he said. 

Now Al’s no longer a heavy weight, but he’s definitely a champion. 

Is it time for you to win the fight?

Center for 
Bariatric and 
Re�ux Surgery

Get down to your  
fighting weight. 

904.202.SLIM 

Visit baptistbariatrics.com to
learn more and watch our webinar.

Al before weight loss surgery. 

© Baptist Health 2021
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THE ART of 
AESTETIC 
ENHANCEMENT

AMARA MED SPA
TheAmaraMedSpa.com

904.686.7525
PONTE VEDRA BEACH  |  AVONDALE  |  ST. JOHN’S TOWN CENTER  |  FERNANDINA BEACH

Hydrofacial and 
Diamond Glow

 

$25off

New Patient  
Botox/Dysport

 

$50off

New Patient
Dermal Filler 

$100off

Passengers in the Murray Hill and Riverside 
neighborhoods are urging the JTA to reinstate 
bus route 15. Many passengers in the 
neighborhood say they now have to take 
multiple buses just to get to work or go 
grocery shopping. 

The bus route was cancelled in September. 
On June 9th, neighbors came together at 
Edgewood Avenue Christian Church to voice 
their opinions in front of JTA officials, and 
city council members. 

John Peck has been riding the 15 since he 
was a teenager. “In reality, eliminating the 
15 just pulled the rug out of our community 
here,” said Peck, “I can’t get to my pharmacy, 

I can’t get to my grocery store or doctors’ 
appointment.”

Peck created a petition to help reinstate 
the 15. “We got almost 1000 signatures on 
the petition and a whole bunch of people 
on Facebook behind our movement; and 
I’m pretty sure a lot of them don’t ride the 
bus, but they care about our neighbors, our 
fellow citizens.”

During the community meeting, Charles 
Frazier, the new Chief Operating Officer for 
JTA spoke about goals and objectives: 
Improving reliability, increasing access to 
transit, and expanding services and increasing 
frequencies of routes.  

Frazier also spoke about the challenges 
JTA faced because of the pandemic. “JTA 
has over 100 vacancies, they are not filled, 
we cannot fill them, and that is why we are 
having a difficult time putting all the buses 
on the road,” Frazier said. “Ridership has 

declined about 50-percent for us, people are 
not traveling the same way they were before, 
which also has an impact on our revenue. 
But, neither of those reasons is why the 15 
was retired.” 

Frazier also spoke about the creation of a 
new curbside service called ReadiRide. 
Customers can call 904-679-4555 to schedule 
a pick-up. 

Reservations can be made Monday through 
Saturday from 6a.m. to 7p.m.

The service must me in the same designated 
zone. For examples, if you are picked up the 
Beaches zone, you must be dropped off 
within the Beaches zone. Customers must 
call at least 2 hours in advance to schedule 
a pick-up. 

Passengers like Stephanie Moir says this 
doesn’t help her situation. She’s a teacher 
who spends about $600 a month on Uber 
rides, since bus route 15 was cancelled. “I’ve 
been teaching all day, I’m exhausted and 
on top of that I have to go home and take 
care of my mother,” says Moir. “I have to do 
other things around the house so that’s even 
more energy and by the time I get done with 
that, I’m just exhausted, and then I have to 
do it all over again the next day.”

Moir says because she lives in a food desert, 
where grocery stores are not within walking 
distance, she has to rely on food delivery 
services now that the 15 is gone. 

“The removal of 15 has also disrupted how 
I get my groceries, so I’m forced to rely on 
delivery services,” Moir says. “Then there 
are all the additional fees. An item price 
upcharge based on what’s in the store, there 

are also service fees, delivery fees, temporary 
fuel surcharge fees, and tips. Then I have to 
worry about the cost of everything, do I eat 
better, or have enough money to Uber to 
school?”. 

Following the community meeting, Frazier 
promised to re-group and schedule a follow-up 
meeting within 3 months. He also suggested 
JTA do some targeted outreach at some of 
the senior centers and teach people how to 
use the curb-to-curb services. 

Council Member Randy DeFoor, 14th 
District, spoke on behalf of her neighborhoods’ 
concerns. “This is public transportation and 
we’re supposed to be meeting people where 
they are and it sounds to me we’ve failed in 
that regard and we need to fix it.” said DeFoor.“ 

State Representative Nixon also attended 
the meeting and asked Frazier for a firmer 
dateline for the next community meeting; 
and challenged him to put himself in the 
passengers’ shoes. “It can’t be months 
because these people are hurting. gas prices 
are going up, food prices are going up,” said 
Nixon. “I want to see if we can have a deadline 
of 2 weeks to have a community meeting; 
and set up a time to catch the bus together, 
because something has to be done.” 

Frazier responded to DeFoor and Nixon’s 
challenge. “I’m happy to report back to your 
offices within 2 weeks on the next steps. Let’s 
plan the bus route excursion, we’ll ride 
together.”  

At the time this article was published, JTA 
and City Council member Randall DeFoor 
are coordinating a second town hall meeting. 
The date is still being finalized.

Passengers urge JTA to bring back bus route 15

BY DEBRA FINE  
Resident Community News

District 14 Council Member Randy DeFoor addressed the 
crowd in Murray Hill



Tripp 
Newsom

904-234-6117

Amy
Owens

904-422-1505

Amy
Sawyer

904-806-3236

Christina 
Jenkins

904-214-6865

Sonia  
De Los Santos
954-439-5208

Ed 
Akers   

904-651-6676

Tina 
Mattucci

904-710-3641

Wade 
Griffin

904-534-0969

Alan 
Aptheker

904-982-3950

Robert 
Van Cleve

904-535-4420

Keith 
Sowin

904-314-4324

Erica 
Davis

904-219-0954

Mariel 
Benn

703-473-8082

Nancy Pedrick 
Cusimano

904-728-0981

VANGUARD REALTY

Avondale Office: 3610 St. John’s Avenue 904-394-2316

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell  
Banker Real Estate  LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and "We  
Never Stop Moving" are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

this is home.

1301 RIVERBIRCH LN - $4,195,000
5 BR | 6 FULL BA | 1 HB | 8,266 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

2703 HOLLY POINT RD E - $2,775,000
5 BR | 5 FULL BA | 2 HB | 5,860 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

1648 N MAIN ST - $369,000
.19 ACRES - COMMERCIAL VACANT LAND
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

1348 LECHLADE ST - $335,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 1,602 SQFT
Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082

7781 LENOX AVE - $243,000
4 BR | 2 BA | 1,452 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

0 JUNIPER RUN RD - $45,000
.23 ACRES - VACANT LAND
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

2200 OCEAN DR S 6-F - $679,000
2 BR | 2 BA | 1,168 SQFT
Listed By Seth Kimball | 904-270-0210

2497 TALL CEDARS RD - $530,000
6 BR | 4 BA | 3,648 SQFT
Listed By Nancy Cusimano | 904-728-0981

9980 KINGS CROSSING DR - $149,000
2.52 ACRES - VACANT LAND
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

4851 APPLETON AVE - $178,000
3 BR | 1 BA | 943 SQFT
Listed By Robert B Van Cleve | 904-535-4420

11373 SADDLE CLUB DR - $75,000
1.56 ACRES - VACANT LAND
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

9540 SCADLOCKE RD - $154,750
3 BR | 1 FULL BA | 1 HB | 1,110 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

2950 ST JOHNS AVE 18 - $379,000
2 BR | 2 BA | 1,362 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

3338 RIVERSIDE AVE - $2,100,000
4 BR | 3 FULL BA | 2 HB | 3,764 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

1678 PINEGROVE AVE - $275,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 2,103 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

10460 KEUKA DR - $163,000
3 BR | 2 BA | 941 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

Tiffany 
Hebert

904-855-5495

Allison 
Mead

904-678-7355

Megan 
Baker

904-651-2006

Vaughn 
Clark 

904-887-3992

SO
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SO
LD

TAKING BACKUPS

COMING SOON

Glenn 
Guiler

904-707-7712
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St. Johns Quarter Historic District residents 
are concerned about a picturesque riverfront 
event venue at 1819 Goodwin St. called the 
Goodwin House and owned by Andy Allen's 
Corner Lot Development.

Corner Lot purchased the historic multi-family 
residential property across the street property 
this year and neighbors fear it could become 
short-term housing for guests renting the 
riverfront venue.

Until recently the Goodwin House was 
operating in violation of its residential-office 
zoning rules and was thus cited by the city.

"CLDG HQ2 Holdings LLC operated an 
outdoor event business in an RO zoning district, 
a non-permitted land use and is a violation 
of the zoning code Chapter 656," reads the 
May 13 statement of violation and request for 
hearing from G. Martin Kennelly of city's 
Historic Preservation Section.

City of Jacksonville code enforcement staff 
has been working with the property owner to 
document the violation and company repre-
sentatives indicated they may seek a rezoning 
to become compliant and continue 
operations. 

Company representatives Michael Ryan 
and Billy Zeits said about a month ago they 
were early in the planning process to identify 
a more appropriate zoning designation for 
the Goodwin House property but once one 
is finalized they intend to meet with city 
officials in an effort to be good neighbors with 
others living and working in St. Johns Quarter.

A much larger neighboring four-story 
multi-family residential complex was developed 
in the early 2000s with PUD, or planned unit 
development, zoning. The PUD zoning des-
ignation is a flexible category in which permitted 
uses and rules are negotiated between city 
officials and developers. Corner Lot could 
seek such zoning for the Goodwin House 
property.

Corner Lot's Mr. Zeits met with Mr. Martin 
on May 9,  emails between the parties that 
day and the following day show.

"This Thursday [May 12] will be our final 
event until our rezoning application is reviewed 
and finalized," said Mr. Zeits. "We do not want 
to use any more of staff's time or cause any 
further instances for staff to have to come out 

to our site. We understand the volume of work 
that all COJ staff is facing and would like to 
ensure that everyone's time is well spent."

"As you may know," said Mr. Martin, "I have 
heard from several folks in the neighborhood. 

I have also spoke with Alan back in December 
and issued a Notice of Violation, hoping to 
resolve this issue."

Mr. Zeits said his company would like to 
avoid a code enforcement hearing before a 
special magistrate, who after confirming the 
code violation can levy financial penalties if 
the violation persists, and where neighbors 
may feel compelled to give testimony in a 
public forum.

In late May residents were working on a 
position paper in opposition to the potential 
rezoning away from residential and office 
uses. They said because Corner Lot has yet to 
declare what zoning it will seek for the Goodwin 
House property, they're reserving public 
comment for now.

Still, they're considerably concerned that 
whatever zoning and uses for the Goodwin 
House property are eventually sought, besides 
the current restrictions to residential and 
office uses, will constitute illegal "spot zoning" 
or zoning that permits uses that conflict with 
those around it.

Generally, zoning laws function to keep 
similar property uses together to avoid such 
conflicts. 

Neighbors expect Corner Lot to file for new 
zoning in July or August.

The more than 6000-square-foot Goodwin 
House overlooking the St. Johns River was 
built in 1913. It's valued by the property 
appraiser at roughly $1.1 million but sold in 
November 2020 for some $1.75 million.

Goodwin House event venue violated zoning laws

The Goodwin House on May 1 before it ceased operations as 
an event venue recently

The Goodwin House property on June 25. It ceased 
operations as an event venue in May following code 
enforcement complaints

"CLDG HQ2 Holdings LLC 
operated an outdoor 
event business in an RO 
zoning district, a non-
permitted land use and 
is a violation of the 
zoning code Chapter 656”  

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News



We know going to trial may sound scary, but it’s a fight you don’t have to face alone. For more than 45 years, we’ve prepared 
cases as if they are going to trial, and the insurance companies know it. You deserve a team who isn’t afraid to take on the 
insurance companies – one that fights for you and protects you. We know a lawsuit can be hard on you and your family, but 
we’ve got your back.

Fighting for the seriously injured since 1976.

COKERLAW.COM  |  904.356.6071
OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE
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Baptist Health has named Joe Louis Barrow 
Jr. as chair of the system board of directors 
for the next two years. He began his service 
on the Baptist Health board nearly two decades 
ago, filling a variety of leadership roles. He is 
also a member of the inaugural board of 
Baptist Medical Center Clay. “I am pleased, 
proud, and privileged to take on the chair 
role,” he said. In viewing the long and winding 
road that led Barrow here, it is clear that he 
is not your average Joe. 

“I’m a pretty quiet guy,” Barrow said, which 
is why many people who know him don’t 

know that he’s the son of the Brown Bomber, 
the world champion heavyweight boxer of 
the 1930s and 1940s. People don’t make the 
connection between the father and son’s 
names. When the boxer was signing up for 
the 1933 Golden Gloves trophy, his full name, 
Joe Louis Barrow, didn’t fit on the registration 
card. So, his last name was dropped from the 
cup, and it simply read “Joe Louis.”

Unlike his father, Barrow did not enter the 
boxing ring. With his father’s encouragement, 
Barrow entered the classroom instead. Barrow’s 
stepfather, Dr. Albert Spaulding, a medical 
doctor in Chicago, also influenced him toward 
education and, later, to enter service at Baptist.

Barrow attended private school in Chicago 
and graduated from the University of Denver 
with a degree in political science with his 
sights set on becoming a congressman. But 
instead, while pursuing a career with The 
United Bank of Denver, he had the opportunity 
to work for a time in Washington, DC as part 
of the president’s executive exchange program. 

“I’ve done a lot,” Barrow admitted.
Upon his return to Denver, Barrow worked 

for IZZO Systems, Inc., the company that 
designed the dual-strap mechanism for golf 
bags. He served as president and COO there, 
directing operations both domestically and 
internationally. “Golf has made a difference 
in my life,” he said. Both of Barrow’s fathers 
introduced him to golf at a very young age. 
And his biological father, as an ex-heavyweight 
champ, became the first Black golfer to play 
a PGA-sponsored tournament back in 1952. 

Following in his fathers’ footsteps, Barrow 
used to play a lot of golf. He still will play an 
occasional nine-hole round. 

He moved from Denver to Jacksonville in 
2000, selecting Avondale as his first home 
here. He had chosen Jacksonville over the 
gated communities of Ponte Vedra with their 
winding roads and cul-de-sacs because, having 
grown up in Chicago, he was used to a 
perpendicular grid street plan. “I felt very 
comfortable walking along St. Johns Avenue 
and to The Shoppes of Avondale. It felt like 
home, like community,” he said.

Barrow lives in Ortega now with his wife, 
Amy; their daughter, Julia, who is a rising 
sophomore at Episcopal High; and a schnauzer 

named Olivia. They moved there seven years 
ago. Barrow used to bike quite a bit, but 
today, a daily walk is his preferred method 
of exercise. His morning routine takes him 
for a three-mile jaunt through the neighborhood. 

“I listen to the birds and the cars and the 
sounds of Ortega as I walk over the drawbridge,” 
he said.

The reason for Barrow’s initial relocation 
from Colorado was to take a position at the 

North Florida chapter of First Tee, a youth 
development organization that uses golf as 
its platform, introducing the game and its 
values to young people. By his January 2018 
retirement, Barrow’s tenure at First Tee had 
taken him from national director to CEO. It 
was during that time that Barrow was introduced 
to Baptist Health.

“What attracted me to Baptist was its 
community orientation and the quality of the 
service and the care that Baptist provides,” he 
said. The organization focuses outside the 
hospital walls as much as it focuses inside. 
Baptist’s vision of ‘a lifetime of health, together’ 
is consistent with Barrow’s values and his 
belief in young people. 

Baptist underscores social responsibility. 
It maintains a commitment to the community’s 
physical, mental, and behavioral health. It 
focuses on preventing illness, not only servicing 
illness. “That’s very important to us,” Barrow 
said, speaking on behalf of the Baptist Health 
system and their volunteer boards.   

One of his father’s proudest accomplishments 
did not happen in the boxing ring or on the 
golf course. It was when Barrow’s Aunt Vunies, 
his father’s sister, graduated from Howard 
University in 1940. Though his father did not 
have a college education, he understood the 
importance of one, believing it to be the 
dividing line in society between those with 
choices and those without, and it was his 
boxing career that afforded him the means 
to finance his sister’s tuition and helped her 
to be the first in their family to earn a degree. 
This respect for education that was instilled 
in Barrow is at the core of him. In part, it’s 
why, while serving at Baptist, he remains 
chair of KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program), 
a network of charter schools that provides 
educational opportunities to low-income 
students. 

“What really drives me is young people,” 
Barrow said. His passion is for educating, 
caring for, and making sure that young people 
are healthy and have a directed focus for the 
future. He evolved to that position, and it is 
what led him to First Tee, Baptist, and KIPP. 

“I think I am making the kind of contribution 
that I wanted to make,” he said. And that is 
not at all average.

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

Joe Barrow takes the governance helm of Baptist Health
He’s not your average Joe

Joe Barrow

Joe, Amy and Julia Barrow
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"A home is one of the most important assets that most  
people will ever buy. Homes are also where memories are 
made and you want to work with someone you can trust."

~Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Florida Network
Realty

Let me help make your home ownership dreams come true!

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Home of the Free Because of the Brave. 

Councilwoman LeAnna Cumber was successful 
on June 14 at stalling a proposed ordinance 
to bring more self-storage units to downtown 
neighborhoods.

The ordinance, sparking an outpouring of 
opposition among residents who flooded city 
council inboxes, would permit mixed-use 
self-storage facilities by exception within 500 
feet of the downtown overlay district. That 
means developers would be permitted to 
build them after gaining approval from the 
city following public hearings.

On the north side of the St. Johns River, the 
overlay district is bounded by interstates 10 
and 95 on the south and west, respectively; 
the river on the east and the Arlington Expressway 
on the north. On the south side of the river, 
the overlay includes the Southbank north of 
95. See map online at www.residentnews.net.

Today, self-storage facilities are prohibited in 
most of the overlay, though some exceptions do 
exist in the LaVilla, Church and Brooklyn districts.

An Atlanta-based company represented by 
Jacksonville attorney Steven Diebenow has 
been pursuing the ordinance for some two 
years now to change downtown's zoning laws. 
He argues there's ample demand for more 
self-storage downtown, the mixed-use 
requirements for a portion of the facilities 
should make them more active than traditional 
single-use self-storage facilities like the U-Haul 
building in La Villa and they'll be prohibited 
on the waterfront.

An amendment made to the ordinance on 
June 14 by a narrow 10-9 vote margin of the 
city council would permit mixed-use self-storage 
facilities when a portion of the facility was 
inside the 500-foot boundary rather than the 
entire facility. That means large facilities could 
encroach inside the overlay boundary, potentially, 
in contrast to recommendations made by the 
Downtown Investment Authority (DIA).

DIA opposed the ordinance but made 
recommendations for changes should it gain 
the support of city council members, including 
that the storage facilities be wholly inside the 
500 feet around the overlay boundary.

That was too close for Councilwoman 
Cumber and at least eight other city council 
members who voted against the amendment 
with her, she said.  The council also voted 12-7 
on June 14 to send the ordinance, as amended, 
back to the council's Land Use and Zoning 
(LUZ) committee for rehearing.

"It was great to see the whole community 
get together at the end of the day and agree 
to stick to the plan," she said on June 22. "If 
we do more of that we can really grow. It's 
fantastic to see people — developers, neighbors, 
business owners — get together in unison to 
say this is not what we want. I'm glad to be 
their voice and fight it ... "

"I would have preferred it to be voted down, 
but I'll take it. It shows we need to stick to a 
plan. There are reasons we don't want storage 
facilities downtown."

She listed them for fellow council members 
during the council meeting a week prior. 

She said the city is investing millions of 
taxpayer dollars in improvements downtown 
for the Emerald Trail and Lara Street Trio 
while currently seeking to invest more as 
private developers rush to do the same. She 
said those investments would be harmed by 
permitting more storage facilities downtown.

She said self-storage facilities generate 
about one-third of the property tax revenue 
that could be generated from residential 
development, limiting the city's ability to 
invest further.

Finally, she said, the ordinance has drawn 
fierce opposition from the community and 
the downtown overlay should not be changed 
at the whim of a single developer based in 
Atlanta aiming to redevelop a single property 
in the Southbank area across the street from 
bb's Restaurant where a parking lot exists 
today.

Councilwoman Randy DeFoor, who recently 
announced she would be leaving office, 
opposed the ordinance and voted against the 
amendment. She said changes across downtown 
were not appropriate given the developer's 
contract to buy a single property.

"I hope it comes back. It doesn't make sense 
to change the overlay for one project. ... I will 
not be supporting it," said Councilwoman 
DeFoor, adding the developer may have more 
success with a rezoning request for a planned 
unit development, or PUD, which can be 
tailored to specific properties.

"It doesn't fit what the community wants," 
said Councilman Al Ferraro in the June 14 
hearing.

Attorney Diebenow contends his client's 
interest in a single property doesn't mean 
there's not a need for more self-storage facilities 
downtown. 

Today a large storage facility overlooks The 
Bearded Pig BBQ restaurant less than a mile 
south of bb's.

"This would allow storage units next to the 
[planned] Four Seasons," said Councilwoman 
Cumber during the June 14 meeting. "... Storage 
units don't have a place downtown ... Let's 
get downtown so it's more vibrant. Nobody 
wants the Emerald Trail lined with self-storage 
units ... They're cash cows. Super-cheap to 
build. Almost zero maintenance."

If she can sway one more council member 
to vote against the ordinance, it could die 
from a lack of 10 supporters on council. And 
ordinance sponsor Councilman Reggie Gaffney, 
who voted for the amendment and referral 
back to LUZ, has been swamped by constituents 
opposing the measure and said his support 
is wavering.

Nonetheless, 10 other council members 
voted in favor of the proposed ordinance as 
tweaked on June 14 and it's expected to be 
heard again in July before the LUZ. 

The LUZ on June 7 approved moving the 
ordinance by a 6-1 vote to the full council with 
Councilman Michael Boylan as the lone 
dissenter.

In July, LUZ members may attempt to reach 
a compromise with the developer and attorney 
Diebenow before the ordinance reaches the 
city council once again.

Lauren Carlucci, who also opposed the 
ordinance as president of the San Marco 
Preservation Society, said she doubts a 
compromise can be reached but will be 
monitoring the issue closely. 

The developer could withdraw the ordinance 
and make a narrower application for new 
zoning specific to the property at a later date.

BY JOEL ADDINGTON 
Resident Community News

Strong 
opposition 
looks to derail 
storage facility

This self-storage facility overlooking The Bearded Pig BBQ restaurant parking lot is less than a mile south of the property 
where a proposed storage facility is planned on the Southbank across the street from bb's Restaurant

A map of the DIA (or Downtown Investment Authority) boundary
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Scenic Jacksonville is pleased to announce that former Tampa Mayor 
Bob Buckhorn will be its guest speaker at the 2022 Great Cities 
Symposium on Wednesday, October 12th from 5 until 8 p.m. at the 
Garden Club of Jacksonville, 1005 Riverside Avenue. Tickets are $100 
per person and available for purchase at www.scenicjax.org.

Buckhorn presided over the rapid growth and increased vibrancy 
of Tampa’s urban core during his two terms as mayor of Tampa 
from 2011-2019.  With a focus on community engagement, infill 
development, business partnerships and the previously underutilized 
Hillsborough River, Buckhorn led Tampa’s transformation into 
what is now a top city for corporate business, private equity and 
start-ups, with a thriving young professional economy. 

Among his many accomplishments as mayor are the completion 
of the 2.4-mile Tampa Riverwalk, the West River redevelopment 
plan with the 25-acre Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park, the redevelopment 
of Armature Works and the Tampa Heights neighborhood, and the 
$3 billion Water Street mixed use development, currently underway. 
He also created a Stay and Play initiative for underserved youth 
and worked to streamline the way the city does business. 

The evening’s activities will begin with a cocktail social hour 
and silent auction from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. featuring beer, wine, a 
signature cocktail and hors d’oeuvres from Biscottis. The program 
will be held from 6:15 - 7:30 to include remarks from Buckhorn, 
discussion and Q & A. Desserts and cocktails will be served from 
7:30 - 8 p.m. along with the conclusion of the silent auction.   

The Great Cities Symposium is an annual fundraiser hosted by 
Scenic Jacksonville for the purpose of bringing inspired examples 
of leadership and peer city solutions to the people of Jacksonville. 
The program aims to inform, entertain and engage citizens with 
continuing discussions of how we can continue to improve our 
city for the benefit of future generations. It is the primary fundraiser 
for Scenic Jacksonville to further its mission.  

Tampa’s Bob 
Buckhorn to speak at 
Scenic Jacksonville’s 
2022 Great Cities 
Symposium

Bob Buckhorn

The proposed project for the Hardwick at Ford on 
Bay is moving on to the next stage of its process.

In January of this year, the Downtown Investment 
Authority (DIA) voted to award the project to Atlanta-
based developer Carter and in May approved the 
project’s terms and conditions. The Jacksonville 
Office of General Counsel is currently drafting the 
contracts and documents. 

Carter’s plans for 330 E. Bay Street — a 2.4-acre 
parcel on the former site of the old Duval County 
Courthouse — includes a mixed-use plan for resi-
dential apartments in a “19- to 20-story tower” with 
retail and restaurant space both on the riverfront 
and along the Bay Street corridor, according to DIA 
CEO Lori Boyer. 

“The building really focused on resiliency, it 
incorporated some green roof features, it keeps a 
wide-view corridor from Bay Street down to the 
marina, so you can see the marina from Bay Street 
and know there’s something there,” Boyer said. “It 
sets back 100 feet from the riverfront bulkhead so 
there’s a wide river walk area there. There were a lot 
of features to this particular proposal that we thought 
really benefited the public.”

The project is named for Jacksonville architect 
Taylor Hardwick, whose most notable works include 

the Haydon Burns Library — now the Jessie Ball 
duPont Center — and Friendship Fountain. Boyer 
said Carter made “a real concerted effort” to design 
a building unique to its city rather than a “run-of-
the-mill 2022 residential building,” and pays homage 
to Hardwick by incorporating design features from 
some of his downtown buildings into their design. 

“It was a real effort to be authentic to Jacksonville,” 
she said. “It wouldn’t be a building you could take 
and plop down in Nashville and have it have the 
same import. It’s here. It’s ours.”

Carter Executive Vice President David Nelson said 
the developer is currently in the design process and 
will present a conceptual design to the Downtown 
Development Review Board in December per the 
conditions of the term sheet.

“The next step is to finalize the redevelopment 
agreement and once the redevelopment agreement 
is done, it’ll be full-speed ahead,” he added. 

The Hardwick at Ford on Bay is one of several projects 
either proposed or already underway in downtown 
Jacksonville as the city’s urban area continues to see 

“tremendous momentum,” Boyer said. The down- 
town area, she said, is “kind of taking off.”

“I think [the Hardwick at Ford on Bay] will be a real 
addition to the area and I love not only the historical 
and authentic nod to Taylor Hardwick but also the 
real focus on the pedestrian experience on Bay Street 
and the experience along the waterfront,” she said. 

“I think those are important features of the design.”
Per Nelson, the project is expected to break ground 

in Spring 2024.

Authentic Jacksonville:  
The Hardwick at Ford on Bay

BY MICHELE LEIVAS 
Resident Community News
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A rendering of the proposed Hardwick at Ford on Bay. Design architect for the project is Shulman + Associates. Renderings courtesy of Carter.



Dan Powers, Realtor 904-386-1478 • www.oldfloridarealtor.com
Three Generation Of Real Estate, Heritage You Can Count On.

Attention Buyers! Learn How To Maximize Your 
Chances of Finding Your Next Home and Getting Your 
Offer Accepted. Go To Our Website or Scan The QR Code.

HAND-MADE • ONE-OF-A-KIND • WOOL REMNANTS • KELIMS

KA
RA

ST
AN

 •
 N

OU
RI

SO
N 

•
 D

AS
H 

& 
AL

BE
RT

 •
 M

IL
IK

EN
 •

 M
OM

EN
I SISAL •

 SEAGRASS •
 JUTE •

 W
OOL •

 COTTON •
 NYLON

4148 Herschel St.

• Huge Assortment of Remnants
• Hundreds of Rugs from Runners to Room Sized

• Clearance Prices on All Rugs
• Binding/Serging/Custom Cut Pad

A Carpet Concepts Outlet Store
RUG & REMS•

Beautiful 
Flooring
For Over 
56 Years!

388-4110
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

You’ve found your castle. Now, you need to protect your 
kingdom. Wise homeowners reach out to Tom York, 
President of CastleWise Insurance.

Now more than ever it is best to work with a trusted 
professional to evaluate your policy, as Florida’s private 
insurance market is in fragile condition.

THE STATE OF THE MARKET
The private insurance market in Florida is not in good 
shape right now. Battered is the word being used. Many 
insurers have shut their doors or are dropping policies, 
leaving homeowners running to their agents for protection 
and agents scrambling to re-write coverage for their 
clients. For those who still have policies in place, rates 
have soared. The rush to secure affordable coverage is 
causing service issues amidst the overwhelm.

There are innumerable instances one can point to as 
proof that Florida’s property insurance market is not 
stable. For one, Southern Fidelity Insurance Company 
recently lost its rating because it was not able to purchase 
reinsurance for the hurricane season. 

Financial stability ratings are important because 
insurers and reinsurers must be licensed and authorized 
by law to conduct business, and without lawful insurance 
coverage, a dwelling cannot be legally bought and sold.

Behind Southern Fidelity’s loss, Lighthouse Property 
Insurance Corporation has been declared insolvent. Last 
year’s liquidation of Gulfstream Property & Casualty 
Insurance left 33,000 Florida homeowners in a lurch. 
The Florida Insurance Guaranty Association (FIGA) website 
has posted a 5-page list of other insolvent insurers.

At least three key private property insurance companies 
that are still in business have plans to significantly raise 

rates or have done so already: Florida Farm Bureau, 
First Floridian Auto and Home, and KIN Interinsurance 
Network.

This instability in the market could get even worse 
as Florida officially began on June 1 its 6-month 2022 
hurricane season, which NBC News has predicted carrying 
above-normal storm expectations. That’s one reason 
FedNat Insurance Company decided to cancel more than 
68,000 policies prior to the start of hurricane season 
after suffering significant losses in recent years. 

HOW IT GOT THIS WAY
Contributing factors toward this fragile state of Florida’s 
private insurance market include an upsurge in litigation, 
reinsurance issues, and overall inflation.

Some estimate that insurers have lost close to $1.5 
billion each in Florida per year over the past few years. 
Other statistics state that Florida accounts for approximately 
8% of the nation’s homeowner claims but 76% of its 
lawsuits.

The Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund is a reinsurance 
pool created in 1993 to help insurers after Hurricane 
Andrew. Roughly 400,000 homeowners in less than 
two years turned to Citizens Property Insurance, a 
state-run insurer of last resort. If the current insurance 
crisis continues, Citizens may become Florida’s go-to 
market. Should this be the case, its stability would be 
threatened by a potential inability to pay for claims 
should another major disaster hit the state.

The rising costs of labor and building materials 
necessary for construction and home repair factor into 
the insurance equation as well. According to the US 
Census Bureau, such costs are at a 50-year high. 

THERE IS HOPE 
It may take years for the current situation to rectify, but 
there is hope. Senate Bill 2B, recently signed by the 
governor, includes some stabilizing provisions, including 
these: The spending of $2 billion on the Reinsurance to 
Assist Policy (RAP), a program expected to benefit 
policyholders over the next two years by requiring a 
supplemental rate filing from insurance companies. The 
Bill prohibits insurance companies from denying coverage 
based solely on roof age if it’s less than 15 years old or 
if it is estimated to have at least 5 years of useful life 
left. The Bill requires insurance companies to provide 
policyholders with a reasonable explanation if denying 
a claim.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR
In these tenuous times, Tom York warns to be wary of 
agents unnecessarily pushing consumers to excess and 
surplus lines markets that don’t have the backing of 
the Florida Insurance Guaranty Association. He also says 
to watch out for agents who are unresponsive or are 
seemingly too busy to provide service, answer questions, 
or provide new quotes at renewal.

HOW CASTLEWISE CAN HELP
CastleWise puts people first. Concerned Florida homeowners 
are besieged with questions about their continued 
coverage. If you’re getting dropped by your current 
carrier, come to CastleWise with your questions. Tom 
York offers a no cost consultation. He can help you 
navigate the Florida property market with a variety of 
well capitalized homeowners markets, including names 
of longevity.

BUS I N ESS  P ROF I L E

Florida property coverage in crisis

Call or e-mail Tom York anytime to address your personal and commercial insurance, real estate, or property management needs.
904-717-1616 | TYork@CastleWiseServices.com
Face-to-face consultations are by appointment only, virtually on Zoom or in person in San Marco. 

TOM YORK

Find Your Castle.
Protect Your Kingdom.

Securities offered through United Planners Financial Services, Member FINRA, SIPC.  
Advisory services offered through CAPITAL DIMENSIONS. Capital Dimensions and United Planners are not affiliated.

There Are Reasons For 
optimism When Investing…
There Are Reasons For 
optimism When Investing…

IRAs • Education Planning • Mutual Funds 
Insurance • Retirement Planning  

Certificates of Deposit • Bonds • Stocks

Capital
Dimensions
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Securities offered through Linsco Private Ledger (LPL) Member FINRA/SIPC.

Steve Hyers,
ChFC, CLU
2120 University Blvd. W. 
Jacksonville, FL 32217
904.730.3877

Established 1981

904-387-4814904-387-4814
bwmarineconstruction.com

4611 Lakeside Drive

 Celebrating 40 years serving  
our customers and community!

Home of the Free…
Because of 
the BRAVE
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JAX Chamber’s Hightower Emerging Leaders Fellowship has added 
two new fellows to its Board of Directors.

Cameron Frazier is founder and principal of Becoming Collegiate 
Academy and a founding fellow of the Freedom Fellows Institute, 
a leadership pipeline program that prepares leaders of color to 
found high impact charter schools of innovation. Nicole Hamm is 
a sales analyst for Eastern Quality Foods and holds leadership 
positions as president of the Rotaract Club of Jacksonville Beaches 
and senior vice president of Jacksonville Urban League Young 
Professionals. They join 11 other members of the fellowship’s 2022 
Board of Directors.

The fellowship is named for Mike Hightower, who, as JAX Chamber 
chair in 2009, helped launch the mentoring program for ImpactJAX 
(now NextUp JAX), the Chamber’s young professional organization. 

JAX Chamber announces 
additions to 2022 Hightower 
Emerging Leaders Fellowship 
Board of Directors

Cameron 
Frazier

Nicole Hamm

Bishop Kenny High School’s Navy Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (NJROTC) Unit honored Master Chief Kevin Harris at his 
retirement ceremony on June 8, 2022. Master Chief Harris served 
the school for 16 years. 

After he retired from a 31-year career in the Navy, he was 
accepted into the Troop-to-Teacher program and became a 
Naval Science Instructor. First hired by Brunswick High School, 
he joined Bishop Kenny in 2006. Bishop Kenny’s Unit is a two-
time National Academic Champion, was designated a Distinguished 
Unit with Academic Honors for 15 straight years, and AFA 
CyberPatriot State Champion and National Finalist. 

Harris’ naval career started at Recruit Training Center in 
Orlando, Fla. His first Command was on the USS Midway, 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

He went on to serve in Atsugi AIMD, Japan, and then to 
Okinawa, Japan, where he earned his associate degree from the 
University of Maryland. He transferred to Mofett Field, Calif., 
where he earned Master Training Specialist designation, qualified 
as an Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist, was selected as Sailor 
of the Year and was initiated to Chief Petty Officer. 

In 1990, he transferred and embarked on the USS Midway, and after Desert Storm, the Air wing cross-decked 
to the USS Independence. Next, he attended the senior Enlisted Academy, Rhode Island, Class 56, Brown group, 
and upon completion, reported to Yokosuka, Japan, as a computer analyst. He was selected as Command Master 
Chief, completing the squadron change homeport from Lemoore, Calif., to Atsugi, Japan, and deploying with 
the USS Independence and USS Kitty Hawk. 

In 1999, Harris reported to NAF Atsugi, earning a bachelor’s degree from the University of Maryland during 
his tour. In 2002, he joined the Blue Angels Flight Demonstration Squadron, earning the Urban League Guild of 
San Diego County’s “Blacks in Aviation” award recognizing his service as the first Black Command Master Chief 
with the team. 

His personal decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), Navy Commendation Medal 
(three awards), the Navy Achievement Medal (three awards) and various other unit and campaign awards.

Master Chief Harris retires, Bishop 
Kenny NJROTC celebrates his service

Master Chief 
Kevin Harris
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June 13, 2022, marked the twentieth anniversary of Jon Singleton’s 
association with Watson Realty. Neil Bridgers, sales manager of 
both the San Marco and Sunbeam Watson offices, thought that 
was a milestone worth some recognition, and Bill Watson Jr., 
founder and chairman of the board at Watson Realty, agreed.

“Jon has the unique ability to develop very strong business relationships, 
based on his attention to detail and strong commitment to go the 
extra effort to deliver legendary quality of service, Watson said. “He 
is very talented, likable and makes friends easily, which is a huge 
asset. We are very proud to have Jon Singleton on our team.”

Singleton, a San Marco resident, is passionate about revitalizing 
historic neighborhoods, both in the real estate industry and 
through community and nonprofit service, according to The 
Singleton Team website. He also gives back to the community by 
serving and leading local boards of organizations, including the 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce (NW Council), the Northeast 
Florida Association of REALTORS® (Historic Council), Boy Scouts 
(Troop 35), Springfield Preservation and Revitalization Council 
and San Marco Preservation Society, for example. He’s been 
recognized by the Jacksonville Business Journal, Jacksonville 
Magazine, Folio Weekly, the US Navy, and presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama for his efforts.

Singleton is now a retired naval aviator and has served in Bosnia, 
throughout the Middle East, in Afghanistan and at the Pentagon. 

While stationed in Jacksonville in the 90s, he 
met and married his wife, Candace, who grew 
up in San Marco. After serving in the Middle 
East, the couple moved to Washington, D.C., 
where Singleton worked for the Pentagon for 
three years.

After leaving active duty in 2001, the Singletons 
moved back to San Marco with their son, Brandon. 
Singleton wanted a career with strong income 
potential that wouldn’t require relocation for 
promotion opportunities. Given his previous 
experience in helping to provide military housing 
for families, Singleton decided real estate was 
the right direction for him, as NEFAR News 
reported in a December 2017 member spotlight 

on him. He got his real estate license and became a sales associate 
with Watson’s Avondale office in early 2002. 

Bridgers recalls Singleton telling him the story of when he was 
deployed overseas and his Watson family assisted him with keeping 
his business running while serving his country. In 2006, Singleton 
was working on becoming the area’s leading agent when he got 
the call that he was to be deployed to Afghanistan for 15 months. 
He turned over his prospects to his Watson peers and walked away 
from $9 million in written business. His new job with the Navy 
was to help mentor the Afghan National Army and work with 
outreach programs for children.

Afghanistan gave him a new appreciation for what he does for 
a living. NEFAR News reported him as saying, “I have realized 
how focused we can be on what is going on in our own lives. 
Because I was in a vulnerable position and pulled away from 
everything, I really needed to know what was going on in the 
real world,” he said.

“We’re all still people. It doesn’t matter where someone works, 
we need to have a good reputation so folks can call us and honestly 
ask what we think about the house they have listed that we showed 
the other day. We really do need each other.”

The entire Watson Realty Corp. family congratulates Jon on 20 
years of thriving in the real estate industry. Jon continues to mentor 
and support those around him.

Singleton celebrates 20 years with Watson Realty
Jon Singleton

Jon Singleton

256 East Church Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 • JaxCathedral.org

Yoga in the Cathedral 
Gardens with handpan music 

from Streams of Sound
Thursday, July 15

6 to 8 p.m.
A donation-based practice. 

All are invited.
Please register using the QR Code:Please register using the QR Code:

See more July events See more July events 
by visiting our website.by visiting our website.

Streams of Peace 
Yoga Night

3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205 
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com

Historic Neighborhoods 
Are Our Passion

AGENT SPOTLIGHT

About me…
My mission is to use my expertise in the areas 
of research, negotiation, investments and 
historic preservation to help my clients and to 

make my city a better place to live, work and play. 
With over 20 years of real estate investing and nonprofit 
management experience, I have a multifaceted background and 
a unique skill set. From launching the Riverside Arts Market to 
constructing the Riverside Community Garden — from leveraging 
investment properties to managing major restoration projects, 
I take on everything I do with thoughtfulness, integrity and 
determination, giving my clients the confidence and trust they need.

What’s your favorite part about being a Realtor?
Helping people! I love using my background with investments, 
restorations, and historic preservation to help people build wealth 
and buy or sell their dream property. Helping people and solving 
problems feeds my soul.

What do you love about Jacksonville?
You can do amazing things in this city with enough passion, 
determination, and drive! There is so much opportunity to make 
an impact on our city, to make it a better place to live, work, and 
play. My passion helped to build the Riverside Arts Market, the 
Riverside Community Garden and The John Gorrie Dog Park.

What’s your real-life super power?
Connecting with people of all types and backgrounds is one of my 
superpowers. I love meeting new, interesting people and it is easy 
to connect if you show them respect, kindness, and consideration. 
I am also an excellent researcher and love to dig deep and learn 
all I can about a topic.

Buyer’s AgentBuyer’s Agent
Cynthia RieglerCynthia Riegler

Buyer’s AgentBuyer’s Agent
Leah Tolisano RandLeah Tolisano Rand

 1330 Wolfe St - $765,000 
4 BR / 2.5 BA / 1,882 SQFT.

1431 RIVERPLACE BLVD #2805 - $940,000 
3 BR / 3 BA / 2,507 SQFT.

This beautifully renovated Avondale home is now off the 
market! With a double lot, guest house, and original hard 
wood floors that have been preserved, this home is truly 
one of a kind. The modern kitchen features top of the line 
appliances, glass tiled backsplash to the ceiling, open 
shelving, black granite counters, and a custom hood over 
the oven. The kitchen opens to the dining room, making it 
great for entertainment.

I had the privilege to sell this stunning east side river view condo on 
the 28th floor to my fantastic buyer! With a wraparound balcony 
offering views of the Jacksonville skyline, to the secured elevator 
that opens directly to a private lobby and front door, this home is 
one for the books. #2805 offered 2 master bedrooms that each 
had a private bath, and a third bedroom that’s ready for guests. 
Not to mention, 2 side by side parking spaces in the garage and 
2 storage spaces. With 24-hour concierge and valet service, this 
condo offers the epitome of luxury living.

JUST SOLDJUST SOLD
CARMEN GODWIN Realtor
www.carmengodwin.com 
904-708-0825
carmengodwin@gmail.com



Some may say it’s too good to be true. But it’s not. Charlie at C. Harb’s Rug 
Gallery in Southside is offering a “buy 1 rug, get 2 free” deal. The sale applies 
to any three rugs of your choice that are in his stock at the Philips Highway 
showroom.

Don’t need three rugs? No problem. Whether you need only one or two, 
or are in the market for four rugs, Charlie Harb will give you the deepest 
discount possible as he liquidates his stock in preparation for his September 
retirement.

Representatives of local non-profit organizations are welcome to come 
and pick out a rug for your group’s office free of charge. Consider it a gift 
from Charlie for all you contribute to the community. “It’s my way of giving 
back before I close my doors forever,” he said.

There are hundreds of rugs to choose from in an array of sizes and shapes. 
There are hand-knotted, authentic Oriental rugs and machine-made 
reproductions. There are traditional styles, contemporary designs, and 
transitional rugs available.

Charlie has spent his whole life finding beauty and history in Oriental 
rugs. He is of his family’s third generation in the business. His great-uncle 
began the legacy a century ago in Tennessee, selling rugs from the trunk 
of his car, laying them out on a grassy lot for display. Charlie’s father, after 
being trained by his uncle, then moved to Delaware to set up his branch of 

the business there. That’s where Charlie learned the trade from his dad, 
starting as a young boy rolling rugs, earning 25 cents per day.

He’s come a long way since his young days in Delaware. Charlie Harb 
wed a Jacksonville girl, Rita Rukab, daughter of Paul Rukab, a local realtor 
and president of the Ramallah American Club. Rita and Charlie had lived in 
his home state for a few years after their marriage. She taught elementary 
school while he worked the rug business at his dad’s store. When Rita’s 
parents became ill, the young couple moved back to Jacksonville to help 
care for them. Rita worked as a first-grade teacher in the Duval County 
School District, and Charlie set up his own version of his family’s Oriental 
rug business.

C. Harb’s Rug Gallery is a full-service retailer that offers cleaning and 
repair work done on the store’s premises. “My name is on my business, and 
I take great pride in my work,” Charlie said. 

Charlie Harb does rug appraisals and consultations, too. Traditional rug 
weaving reflected the culture and history of the region where it was woven, 
and Charlie has a knack for accuracy when determining a rug’s origins. He 
has a deep understanding of the motifs in Oriental rugs that reach beyond 
their beauty as art. Traditionally, when a master weaver was training an 
apprentice, he chanted the order of colors while weaving a rug in his mind’s 
eye. The young weaver, not knowing what the pattern would be, followed 
the chant, and a new, unique rug resulted. Commercial weaving today is 
much different. Charlie has a passion and a fascination for facts like these 
and enjoys sharing such with his customers.

Many residents first met him in 1989 at his Jacksonville Beach Plaza 
location, where the post office is now, prior to his 2007 move to his current 
Southside showroom. Now, after 33 years as an Oriental rug expert in 
Jacksonville, Charlie Harb is ready to retire. 

Since Charlie announced the upcoming closing of C. Harb’s Rug Gallery 
and the liquidation sale, inventory has been moving out quickly. “Come 
now while the selection is still at its maximum because the rugs are moving 

fast,” he said. And he’s grateful for that, as he’s looking forward to having 
more free time to spend on travel, martial arts, volunteering, and bible 
study.

There’s something else Charlie Harb is looking forward to after his 
retirement—applied probability. “Ask me about that when you come in to 
buy a rug,” he said. 
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Charlie Harb giving away Oriental rugs, preparing for retirement
Deep discounts for the public. Free to non-profits.

Harb’s Rugs has been a family-owned business for three generations. Visit the showroom at 7660 Philips Highway, Suite 1 
on Mondays through Thursdays 10-6, on Fridays by appointment, and on Saturdays 1-5. Or call (904) 733 - 0203 and ask for Charlie. 

Email info@CHarbsRugs.com for more information. With your safety in mind, Charlie and his staff have been fully vaccinated and boosted.
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SUNGLASS SALE

ENJOY 

S T O P  B Y

T O D A Y !

ONLINE GIFTCARDS
davaltopt ical .com/shop

THE SUN

807 LOMAX ST JACKSONVILLE FL 32204| (904) 353-6229

In Style!
 

 

 

 

Purveyor of fine hardware, plumbing and lighting fixtures for over 80 years

904.389.6659 • www.RayWare.com
Monday–Friday 8 am–5 pm

4048 Herschel Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205

AVA I L A B L E  T H R O U G H

7.26.22 – RINGS
Gravity is a sculptor of magnificent structures. 

Some of its finest work is generated when given 
material to build rings around worlds. Discover some 
of what astronomers have learned about the beautiful 
rings here in our solar system and beyond.   Featured 
exhibit: Dinosaur Explorer. 

9.28.22 – THE LIVES OF STARS
Nothing lasts forever in this universe of ours. 

Stars are finite and we know a thing or two about 

how they form, live out their lives, and perish. Learn 
what scientists know about these powerful orbs as 
we look in on the lives of stars that occupy the 
Cosmos. Featured exhibit: Voyage to the Deep.

11.9.22 – THE BIG COVER UP
In 2024 there will be a total solar eclipse visible 

across the United States. If you haven’t heard about 
it yet, you will. Learn the essentials of the 2024 
American Eclipse and how it is that solar eclipses 
in general are scientifically important events.   
Featured exhibit: Voyage to the Deep.

Explore space at your own pace with a 
morning created for seniors! Embark on 
amazing voyages focused on topics in space 
science through live-narrated programs in 
the Bryan-Gooding Planetarium!

SILVER SPACE SERIES 
at

Narrated live by 
Planetarium  
Director  
Eddie Whisler

Group Reservations: Contact 
Planetarium Director Eddie 
Whisler at  904.396.6674 ext. 243  
or email: ewhisler@themosh.org

$16 per Senior (a $24 value per person) • $9 per Aide 
Capacity is limited. Inquire about reservations today!

AG E N DA
9 – 10 a.m. 
10 – 11:30 a.m. 

11:30 – 12 p.m. 
12 – 12:30 p.m. 

Arrival / Free Exploration
Planetarium Program with 
Intermission, Q&A, Refreshments
Exhibit Exploration with Museum Staff
Free Exploration
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The Memorial Park Association (MPA) Board 
of Directors bid a fond farewell to board 
president Michele Luthin at its April 14, 2022, 
board meeting, and elected new officers for 
the remainder of the year. Luthin, who served 
on the board since 2016, has taken a new job 
out of state. Board officers are Patrick Emmet, 
president; Leah Kavanagh-Lim, executive 
vice president; Kate A. Hallock, secretary; 
Ann Mackey, treasurer; and Sunny Gettinger 
and Jennifer Guthrie, vice presidents.

In addition, the association announces the 
addition of seven new members, effective 
Jan. 1, 2022. The new directors, who will each 
hold a three-year term, are Caroline Howell 
Pope, of Ortega; Jennifer Guthrie, of Avondale, 
a municipal bond broker; Patricia Houlihan, 
of Avondale, a returning MPA board member, 
past board president, and current chair of 
the construction committee; Jimmy Peluso, 
of Avondale, government affairs manager for 
VyStar Credit Union; Brandi Mathews, of 
Avondale, MPA special events committee 
chair and client services manager with Stop 
At Nothing, a leadership development company; 
Sunny Gettinger, of Avondale, MPA development 
committee chair and senior manager in 
communications and public affairs for Google 
Fiber; and Kelly Corrigan Wood, of Lakeside 
Park, MPA finance committee chair and former 
president and co-owner of Nu-Trend Plastics.

“I am honored to be asked to return to the 
MPA board as we celebrate the bicentennial 
of both the City of Jacksonville and nationally 
famed Frederick Law Olmsted, patriarch of 
this park’s designers,” said Houlihan. I look 
forward to preparing for the 100th anniversary 
of this beautifully unique park.”

“From the moment I moved to Jacksonville 
over 12 years ago, Memorial Park has played 
a central role in our family’s memories from 
fun family picnics to moments of community 
action and connection,” said Gettinger. 

Memorial Park Association is a nonprofit with 
the mission to enhance, promote and preserve 
Memorial Park as the premier historic park in 
the City of Jacksonville. The six-acre Olmsted 
Brothers-designed park is located in historic 
Riverside at 1620 Riverside Avenue and was 
established in 1924 to honor all those Floridians 
who died in service during World War I.

“Memorial Park is the public anchor of our 
neighborhood. It’s such an amazing park that 
really shows off the greatest things about our 
city: the river, a diverse community, and a 
commitment to our service members and 
their legacy,” said Peluso, a lieutenant 
commander in the Navy Reserves.

 “I have been a long-time resident of 
Jacksonville’s Riverside/Avondale area and 
maintaining the area’s history is extremely 
important to our family,” said Wood.

Memorial Park Association announces additions to board, new officers

Sunny Gettinger Patricia Houlihan

Brandi Mathews Jimmy Peluso

Caroline Pope

Kelly Wood

Jacksonville Area Golf Association announces 2022 scholarship trust recipients
The Jacksonville Area Golf Association (JAGA) 
officially recognized its 15 new college 
scholarship recipients for 2022 during a 
banquet on June 9, 2022, held at Deerwood 
Country Club. Each recipient will be awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship for each semester of the 
2022-2023 school year. Scholarships are 
renewable each semester based on scholars 
meeting certain criteria, including a minimum 
grade-point average, for up to eight semesters.

“The Scholarship Trust Committee is pleased 
to increase the number of students it will 
support in 2022-23 to a record 42, up from 
35,” said Ken Hicks scholarship trustee of 
Deerwood Country Club. “The caliber of 
students we interviewed was very impressive. 
They, no doubt, will go on to be leaders in 
Jacksonville or wherever else their lives and 
careers take them.”

Bill Pease, a member of the U.S. Blind 
Golfers Association, was the featured speaker 
and shared an inspirational message of 

“never giving up” with the recipients and 
their parents. 

The former University of Virginia band 
leader and King and Bear member sponsors 
an annual tournament in Jacksonville for the 
USBGA, and in April won the title in his level 
(B3) at the U.S. Open Blind Golf Championship 
at King and Bear. In September, TPC Sawgrass 
will host the Vision Cup on the PLAYERS’ 
Stadium course. Pease has been invited to 
play in the USGA’s recently announced 
Adaptive Open in Pinehurst in July.

Applicants for scholarships must be sons, 
daughters or grandchildren of a member of 
a JAGA member club or an employee of a 
member club who resides in JAGA’s Northeast 
Florida region. Each applicant is sponsored 
by a JAGA Director. Funds to support the 
Scholarship Trust are generated by JAGA 
member clubs and corporate/individual 
contributors to the scholarship fund. 

Entities and individuals who are interested 
in making contributions to the Scholarship 
Trust may  contact Ken Hicks or any JAGA 
director from a JAGA member club or visiting 
the JAGA website (www.jaxareagolf.org).

2022 JAGA Scholarship Recipients: (front) Annabelle Mozingo, University of North Carolina-Asheville; Samantha Clark, 
Eastern Florida State College; Bailey Studt, Florida State College at Jacksonville; Manyi Ngu, Florida Atlantic University; Sarah 
Harpster, Palm Beach Atlantic University; and Jenna Roach, Barton College; (back) Wesley Pacheco, Tallahassee Community 
College; Davis White, University of North Florida; Jake Feltman, Florida State College at Jacksonville; Tori Mouton, North 
Carolina A&T State University; Katey Kroog, Florida State University; Brooklin Cameron, Tallahassee Community College; 
Jayden Diaz, Florida Gulf Coast University; Nicholas Flowers, University of Maryland-Eastern Shore. (Not pictured, Andrew 
Davis Florida State College at Jacksonville)
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After a more than two-year search to find the perfect 
spot for a second location of their Blue Orchid Thai 
Cuisine restaurant, husband and wife team, Montakran 

“Bam” Schofield, executive chef, and Jeff Schofield, 
owner and manager, chose Riverside. The second 
location helps fulfill the couple’s mission to offer the 
Jacksonville community a place that spotlights authentic 
Thai food and hospitality.

“Among our most important criteria was a ‘wow’ 
space, which is to say it had to have an area that was, 
or could be transformed into, something that set us 
apart from other Thai restaurants and from other 
upscale establishments in Jacksonville,” said Schofield. 

“When we saw Dr. Schiavone’s former doctor’s office 
and its unused outdoor area overlooking Memorial 
Park, we knew we could build it into something special. 
Our outdoor patio is, in our humble opinion, the 
finest such space in the entire city.”

Blue Orchid Thai Cuisine is now open at 1551 
Riverside Ave., next to Memorial Park. It has been 
said to be the first component of Riverside Village, a 

planned mixed-use project comprising four existing buildings between the historic Riverdale Inn bed and breakfast and 
Memorial Park. 

It is larger than the original Blue Orchid restaurant at 13475 Atlantic Blvd., in Harbour Village.
Blue Orchid sources fresh and authentic ingredients. Native to Thailand, Bam Schofield infuses her dishes with flavorful 

ingredients from recipes that were handed down by generations before, such as Thai basil, galangal and Asian mushrooms.
“Riverside suits us very well,” he said. “It has a wonderful mix of day- and night-time population, with a high concentration 

of residences and businesses. With Brooklyn and downtown so close, we also were excited by the prospect of a pretty solid 
lunch business. And with the other nice restaurants and busy bars a block away, we are confident that the nighttime traffic 
will be terrific.”

Riverside  
Ascension/St. Vincent’s Hospital

DePaul Building, Suite 120
Orange Park 2023 Professional Center Dr.

Fleming Island 1855 East West Pkwy.

Mandarin 11790 San Jose Blvd.

Middleburg 1658 St. Vincent’s Way, Suite 250

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
904-272-2020

WWW.CLAYEYE.COM

PROUDLY SERVING 
NORTH FLORIDA FOR 45 YEARS

Jacksonville Thai restaurant, Blue Orchid, comes to Riverside

During the month of May, the Jacksonville Aviation 
Authority (JAA) conducted an animal food drive to benefit 
the SAFE Animal Shelter Organization. Collectively, the 
JAA donated 200 pounds of cat and dog food, linens, and 
treats. The employees also purchased items through 
Amazon by visiting the Safe Animal Shelter wish list. 

This was a month-long adventure, and the JAA team 
came together to make this a very successful charity 
event. Teams from across divisions coordinated to help 
with posting flyers throughout the airport and administration 
facilities, sending out weekly email communications, 
checking the bin levels of food and supplies periodically, 
and documenting every ounce of food donated.   

Annual Food drive benefits SAFE Animal Shelter

Zuleika Raker – JAA employee, Sandy Summerset, Director at the SAFE Animal Shelter, 
Meaghan Smalley and Mark Allen JAA employees

CONTINUED FROM COVER...

Jacksonville Chapter members of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) handed out flags 
at St. Johns Avenue and Ingleside Avenue after placing 
flags up and down St. Johns Avenue on Flag Day, 
June 14. The Jacksonville Chapter was established 
in 1895 and is the mother chapter of the state of 
Florida.

“Our chapter members were out waving the flag 
on Flag Day not only as a patriotic event but as an 
event that could unify the community,” said chapter 
member Connie Taylor. “The flag represents our 
country, which we all, as citizens, can unify under 
no matter what our other differences may be.”

According to its website, DAR promotes and 
encourages a strong patriotic feeling and respect for 
The Flag of the United States of America. The principal 
objectives are to keep the Flag flying, protect the 
Flag under all conditions, ensure its correct use and 
display and educate children and adults about the 
authorized rules of the Flag Code adopted by the 
United States Congress.

“Flag Day is important to the Daughters of the 
American Revolution because the United States is 
the only nation to have a Flag Day, a Flag etiquette, 
a National Anthem dedicated to its Flag and a Flag 
Pledge,” said chapter member Betty Reed. “The Flag 
gives me pride. I wave the Flag today because I honor 
and respect it. DAR gives me an opportunity to know 
and feel I am making a difference in everyday life.”

DAR members all have a direct lineage to an 
ancestor that helped aid the efforts of the Revolutionary 
War.

“As a former educator, I see DAR as a wonderful 
source and support for educators across the country,” 
said Taylor.

DAR’s Community Classroom Committee provides 
physical supplies and lesson plans for teachers. The 
American History Committee sponsors an annual 
history essay contest for students.

The chapter welcomes schools, teachers and 
students to contact it about Community Classroom 
and the American History Essay Contest. Visit www.
JacksonvilleDAR.org to learn more.

Unifying the 
community 
with the Flag

One of Jacksonville’s best kept secrets 
for discount furniture & more!

6612 SAN JUAN AVENUE  |  HOURS: TUE-SAT 9-5:30  |  904.786.5424  |  VIKTORSPAYLESS.COM

LotsLots of bargains on 
OUTDOOR & MORE! 

We’re kind of a big DEAL…
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Kevin Gay retires from Operation New Hope after 23 years
The Jessie Ball DuPont Center was 
the site of a sparkling retirement 
party on June 25th for Kevin Gay, 
who founded Operation New Hope 
in Jacksonville 23 years ago. 

Making Jacksonville “the City of 
Second Chances,” Gay’s Operation 
New Hope has, for more than two 
decades, helped provide thousands 
of formerly incarcerated citizens 
with job-training in the Ready4Work 
Program, and then connected them 
with employment opportunities. 

Thanking the many corporate and 
non-profit partners who have worked 
with Operation New Hope, Gay touted 
the success of the program in 
transformative stories of clients, 
enhanced hiring practices for 
employment partners, healthier 
communities and families and better 
public safety.  In a video presentation, 
statistics from the Florida Department 
of Corrections evidenced the dramatic 
drop in recidivism resulting from 
programs of Operation New Hope, 

saving taxpayers millions of dollars 
by avoiding repeated cost of 
incarceration and lost tax revenue. 

Gay told party-attendees that 
he was confidently leaving Operation 
New Hope in the competent hands 
of President Reggie Fullwood and 
Board Chair Coley Jones and, as a 
parting gesture, he presented the 
organization with a check for 
$1,000,000.00 representing, he said, 

“The incredible generosity of many 
community partners.”

Ten Local Nonprofits Receive Grants from Rising Generation Philanthropists 
The 2022 class of the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative awarded a total of $60,000   

Following six months of learning about 
strategic philanthropy, twelve rising generation 
philanthropists have completed The Community 
Foundation for Northeast Florida’s experiential 
program—the Weaver Philanthropic Initiative, 
now in its 23rd year. The twelve members of 
the 2022 WPI class delved more deeply into 
our community’s needs and opportunities, 
and how to maximize their charitable giving, 
just like their predecessors.  After exploring 
critical issues in the community and learning 
how to define their philanthropic leadership 
style, each class member chose a nonprofit 
in which to invest. The Community Foundation 

matches each participant’s grant with discre-
tionary dollars, resulting in a total of $60,000 
granted to the following organizations this 
year: 
• Jewish Family & Community Services for 

Emergency Relief
• Seaside Playgarden Playground
• Tiger Academy
• Boys & Girls Club of NEFL Summer Academy
• Mission of Hope and Family Meals for 

Haiti
• Marine Science Education Program of 

DCPS
• YMCA of First Coast

• Sandy Miller Metrotown program of One 
Jax Institute

• Stronger than Stigma
• Groundwork Jacksonville
“The WPI program is a cornerstone program 

for our engagement with the rising generation 
of philanthropists,” said The Honorable Brian 
J. Davis, chair of The Community Foundation 
Board of Trustees, who addressed the class 
at their closing event. “The exposure to strategic 
philanthropy, how our community works and 
the variety of nonprofits making our community 
the best place to live, work and play, makes 
this a one-of-a-kind experience. We are proud 

to continue to support this initiative now over 
20 years old with more than 110 alumni.”

The Community Foundation has been 
identifying and guiding the next generation 
of philanthropists through this program since 
1999.  In 2013, in recognition of the philanthropic 
leadership provided to the community by J. 
Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver, the initiative 
was renamed the Weaver Philanthropic 
Initiative.

For more information about the Weaver 
Philanthropic Initiative, contact Joanne E. 
Cohen, Vice President, Philanthropic Services 
at jcohen@jaxcf.org or (904) 356-4483.

NORVILLE REALTY SELLS NORTHEAST FLORIDA!

CATHLEEN  
LEE

904.505.3468

VICKI 
FLANNERY

904.334.2008

CHRISTINE 
ALLMAND

904.537.1236

SCOTT
FORTENBERRY
904.309.3564

WINFIELD 
 DUSS

904.710.7948

LEE  
NORVILLE

904.707.3030

LISA ANTHONY 
TUCKER

904.868.6056

DAVID
TAYLOR

904.424.3946

SHEFFIELD  
SLIER 

904.525.0816

TOY 
SCOTT

904.699.4621

JOHN 
FOX

904.699.2619

ELLEN
WILSON

904.445.1846

LINDA
SHEPHERD

904.955.0442

BILL 
SHEFFIELD

904.445.8340

CONGRATS TO OUR  CONGRATS TO OUR  
SALES LEADER!SALES LEADER!

NORVILLEREALTY.COM
(904) 388-4400 

5335 ORTEGA BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL

Proudly serving  
homeowners in NE  

Florida for over 35 years.  

RESPECTED, 
EXPERIENCED, 

PROFESSIONAL. 
 

904.465.4987  |  William.Milne@myccmortgage.com

NMLS ID #648915

William Milne 
Senior Loan Officer

Contact me to learn  
more about home 
financing solutions.

Magnificent 1916 gem, painstakingly restored to its  
former glory. Three stories and 4,070SF of architectural  

authenticity, with off-street parking for 7 cars + ADA space.
OAK STREET • $1,500,000

LEE NORVILLE:  904.707.3030

PREMIERE RIVERSIDE RESIDENCE/OFFICE

SCOTT FORTENBERRY:  904.309.3564

WORLD GOLF VILLAGE

BILL SHEFFIELD:  904.445.8340

ORTEGA YACHT CLUB

ELLEN WILSON:  904.445.1846

ORTEGA FOREST POOL HOME

DAVID TAYLOR:  904.424.3946 

AFFORDABLE ORTEGA WATERFRONT

BILL SHEFFIELD:  904.445.8340

WALK TO THE DREAMETTE!

LEE
GUDAL DAVIS

904.608.6881

Spectacular river views from every room in this 9th floor 
“Clipper” floorplan, largest in the building with 3BR 2.5BA, 
2,190SF. Fun, friendly atmosphere with amenities galore!

LAKESIDE DRIVE • $739,000

Sprawling 3,807SF home in A-rated John Stockton  
Elementary school district! 4BR, 4.5BA with large rooms and 

endless potential to make this your dream home today!
ORTEGA FOREST DRIVE • $565,000

Wow! Over 1 acre on the Ortega River with 3/2 brick ranch 
home, A-rated John Stockton Elementary school district, 

gleaming hardwood floors. Make it your dream home!
ORTEGA FOREST DR • $595,000

Super cute brick duplex with 2BR 1BA each side, new roof 
(2019). One side tenant occupied, other is beautifully 

updated with new flooring, HVAC, electric, plumbing, etc.
POST STREET • $345,000

Beautiful 4BR 4BA 2,935SF cul-de-sac home with access to 
incredible King and Bear Club amenities including pools, 
tennis, golf and fitness center. 2nd fl bonus/5th bedroom!

MARIAM ELIAS WAY • $599,000

Dottie Dorion and Kevin Gay - Retirement Party
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The Vagabond Flea Market in Murray Hill brings local artists 
and food trucks together every month in a unique gathering. 

It all started 7 years ago when the owner of Vagabond Coffee, 
Will Morgan, and his wife, started a coffee shop with a food 
truck camper at James Weldon Park downtown. Their passion 
grew, and eventually they created the Vagabond Flea.  

“It’s an affordable way for anyone to try out their dream, says 
Morgan. “It is a curated market. It’s not a market for everything 
or for everyone. But we try to select people who have the same 
ethos as us, who have the same desire to want to bring love 
and acceptance to our community, and who are pursuing their 
passion.”

“We really just love flea markets. My wife and I love traveling 
and we love looking at old stuff and new stuff and different 
stuff, says Morgan. We’re pretty eclectic people, so one of the 
things we share is a joy of exploring the past, so for us this is 
a way to express ourselves and do something and have fun at 
the same time.”

Eventually, Vagabond Coffee became a brick and mortar 
shop on Edgewood Avenue in Murray Hill. Morgan says when 
he first started his shop, he got a lot of help from the community, 
and now he likes to give back to other local business owners. 
The Chancho King food truck’s first event was at the Vagabond 
Flea Market. They also had a pop-up shop inside the Vagabond 
Coffee Shop for a year. Later this year, they will have their own 
location on Edgewood Avenue.   

“I truly love to give everybody an opportunity. For a lot of 
these people (business owners) it’s their first shot at trying to 
run their own business, or resell vintage clothes or selling food,” 
says Morgan.

Flea market offers vendors a kickstart
Entrepreneur helps others grow concepts in Murray Hill

Leading the way in brain and spine care

The neurosurgeons and care teams at Ascension St. Vincent’s provide 
advanced care for adults with brain, spine, and nerve conditions. With 
advanced training and capabilities, including cutting-edge technology, 
we diagnose and treat your specific needs, so you get the care that’s 
right for you, close to home. Visit us at  

ascension.org/StVincentsBrainAndSpine

© Ascension 2022. All rights reserved.

BY DEBRA FINE 
Resident Community News
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NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS
JOSH COHEN 
Managing Broker

904-422-2031   
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | 904-388-5005

• Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate!
•  Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
•  Agent Development Program for new & experienced agents.
•  Your earning potential is truly limitless in this environment.

Meredith Medvec
NMLSR ID: 1020414
Mortgage Consultant
(904) 477-6417
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Buying a home?
Contact me to discuss your 

Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS# 
75164. (NMLS Consumer Access @ 
www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)

4720 ORTEGA FOREST DR • $2,500,000
5 Bed / 5 Full Bath / 3 Half Bath / 6,459 Sq Ft

1837 INGLESIDE AVE • $1,135,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,854 Sq Ft

5145 BIRKENHEAD RD • $200,000
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 958 Sq Ft

4022 ANTISDALE ST • $320,000
3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1,221 Sq Ft

4429 SHIRLEY AVE • $325,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,640 Sq Ft

1745 PINEGROVE AVE • $465,000
2 Bed / 2 Bath / 2,138 Sq Ft

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®

904-710-1550

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®

904-434-9777

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®

904-699-4503

Dee Burnett
REALTOR®

904-923-4073

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®

904-210-6399

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®

904-910-2782

Kimberly Waterhouse
REALTOR®

904-742-8889

Heather Creel 
REALTOR®

904-631-4800

Shannon Gullion 
REALTOR®

904-686-4312

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®

904-477-0219

Paula Sheldrick 
REALTOR®

720-475-0416

Clay Hall 
REALTOR®

904-729-5363

Linda Ohlrich 
REALTOR®

904-449-9257

The O’Steen Group 
REALTOR®

904-465-1706

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®

904-755-1911

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®

904-614-6949

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®

904-304-5458

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®

954-805-0428

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®

904-509-0587

Helen Willoughby
REALTOR®

904-655-8232

Anne Marie McGowan 
Corpora – REALTOR®

904-759-1647

Anita Vining
REALTOR®

904-923-1511

Jane Slater
REALTOR®

904-333-3883

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®

904-707-6548 

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®

904-962-5479

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®

904-903-8993

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen 
Krause, REALTORS®

904-616-6425 / 616-6523

Genni Jett
REALTOR®

904-802-0820

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®

904-705-6464

Linda Maxwell & Sarah 
Leuthold, REALTORS®

904-534-7253 / 233-5533

Joy Walker
REALTOR®

904-699-4417

Caroline Powell & Allison 
Steilberg, REALTORS® 

904-463-1898 / 252-5181

Heather Riley
REALTOR®

904-993-4483

Jane Owen
REALTOR®

904-502-1406

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®

904-445-8170

1560 LANCASTER TER 502 • $525,000
3 Bed / 3 Bath / 2,550 Sq Ft

2537 LAKE SHORE BLVD • $330,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,741 Sq Ft

4334 FOREST PARK RD • $490,000
3 Bed / 3 Bath / 1,627 Sq Ft

SO
LD

SO
LD

UNDER CONTRACT

1456 AVONDALE AVE • $790,000
3 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,185 Sq Ft

UNDER CONTRACT

1524 DONALD ST • $500,000
4 Bed / 3 Bath / 2,642 Sq Ft

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

2950 ST JOHNS AVE 10 • $375,000
3 Bed / 2 Bath / 1,406 Sq Ft

COMING SOON

UNDER CONTRACT

“A Home is one of the most important assets that most people will ever buy. Homes are also where 
memories are made and you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”

- Warren Buffet, Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY  
HOMESERVICES ON
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Best 2022
Recognized among the top 1.49% of 

more than 1.6 million licensed Realtors® 

nationwide by the 2022 Real Trends 

America’s Best.

904.731.9770 | INFO@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM | ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
© 2022 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International 
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Open your local ties up to worldwide connections
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Joe
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Group
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Chefan 
Group
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Thousands of Jacksonville residents lined the streets downtown 
on June 11th to celebrate 200 years of the River City’s rich history. 
The celebrations included a parade, live music, exhibits, and 
fireworks. 

As part of the City’s coordinated efforts to celebrate, The Museum 
of Science and History (MOSH) is hosting a bicentennial exhibit to 
showcase how the community can learn more about the events that 
happened over the past two centuries, and what the future holds. 

“We designed the year-long exhibit in three phases to reflect that 
message – Jacksonville’s history from a natural ecosystem per-
spective, our history of innovation and progress, and the unique 
and diverse cultural heritage of  this historically fast-growing city,” 
said Dr. Anthony Mortimer, Director of Curatorial Services for 
MOSH.

Included in the exhibit are historical photos that were found 
in the walls of the building that is now the Cowford Chophouse 
downtown. 

MOSH also selected items that represent the history of the navy 
in the River City. A model of the shrimp boat Capt. Martin Black 
is on display. 

MOSH’s innovation portion of the exhibit includes the space 
mailbox competition. The competition included Duval County 
public students to design a prototype of their very own post box 
to be sent into space on a Blue Origin rocket. The winning teams 
were from Chaffee Trail Elementary School and James Wheldon 
Johnson College Preparatory Middle School. The winning designs 

JACKSONVILLE CELEBRATES 

200 YEARS 
OF RICH HISTORY

Ribault Highschool band
Carol Clay from the Southern 
Genealogists Society

Lanette Mack sharing a birthday with Jacksonville Interactive instalation celebrating 200 
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404. 290. 6827
mwiley@onesothebysrealty.com
          @mcwileyrealtor
meganwiley.onesothebysrealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT

JUST SOLD

Expertise that’s wherever you are 
and wherever you want to be.

2055 Forbes in Riverside     
ASKING $779,000 | REPRESENTING THE SELLER

1246 Morvenwood in San Marco
SOLD AT $829,900 | REPRESENTED THE BUYER & SELLER

Let’s Connect.
Megan Wiley, REALTOR®
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are housed in the museum. MOSH visitors are encouraged to 
create their own postcards that will be flown into space on Blue 
Origin’s New Shepard rocket. 

The exhibit also includes new innovations that are being devel-
oped now. Some of the plans include a smart city concept in the 
downtown area that would feature smart waste management, solar 
paths, pedestrian sensors, and autonomous shuttles. 

The exhibit also includes plans and a model of the $85 million 
dollar MOSH Genesis project, the future home of MOSH. It will 
be built on the Northbank of Downtown within the next three 
years. 

In late September, MOSH will be installing the final interpretive 
pieces of the Bicentennial exhibit, including the impact of Florida’s 
First People- the Timucua and Mocama, and recent archeological 
discoveries on Big Talbot Island. It will also take a closer look at 
the trends, trials, and triumphs of the growth of the city.  

“We are hoping that visitors will enjoy the Bicentennial exhibit 
content, reflect on what it means to their lives as part of the City 
of Jacksonville, then take those thoughts back to their community 
and share them, said Dr. Mortimer, “In order to make Jacksonville’s 
next 200 years the best we can for everyone in our community, we 
have to encourage and be willing to work together toward common 
goals.” 

For more information on the Bicentennial exhibit, traveling 
exhibitions, or how to get involved with the Museum, visit www.
themosh.org. 

JACKSONVILLE CELEBRATES 

200 YEARS 
OF RICH HISTORY

Miss Jacksonville, Allison Reade Singing the National Anthem President of City Council, Sam Newbie

Jacksonville Children Chorus Ben and his dog, Taffy

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Jo

se
ph

 B
ax

le
y



(904) 358.8881  | WWW.PAJCIC.COM | ONE INDEPENDENT DRIVE, SUITE 1900 | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

Martindale-Hubbell's list of Top Ranked Law Firms

SERVICE | EXPERIENCE |  RESULTS

For more than 45 years, The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic has specialized
in representing i   ndividuals and families who have suffered a serious
injury or wrongful death because of the fault of others. 

We have handled more than 10,000 cases, recovering over $1 billion for our clients.
Our 14 attorneys have amassed more than 400 years of combined legal experience 
and zealously represent injured clients in their time of need.

Congratulations to Attorney 
Curry Pajcic on becoming 
the President of the Florida 
Justice Association. The FJA 
is dedicated to preserving 
the 7th Amendment and 
strengthening and upholding
Florida’s civil justice system. 

Pajcic said he will do everything in
his power to protect the rights of
Florida’s citizens and consumers and
will work hard against any and all 
attempts to chip away at these rights.
Pajcic has been a member of the 
FJA for 25 years and becomes the
63rd President of the organization.

| |

Curry Pajcic 
Sworn in as

63rd President of
Florida Justice

Association

P&P 10x16 July_Pajcic Res Ad_2022_Layout 1  6/22/22  9:33 AM  Page 1



R E S I D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S   |   25J U L Y  2 0 2 2    |    R E S I D E N T N E W S . N E T

Board Members Julie Handley, Ruth Ann Hepler and Lani Redington with 
Executive Director, David ClarkBoard Members Alex Benavides and Natalie Schoof

Janie Boyd & Associates
Real Estate Services
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904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com

www.JanieBoyd.com
4512 Delta Ave ❖ $289,900

3beds/2baths 1056SF w/extra lot 
4343 Irvington Ave ❖ $415,000
3 beds/2baths 1912SF w/garage & workshop

5775 Timuquana Rd ❖ $375,000
Commercial Zoning, duplex offices 2282SF

New Listings!!!

Daily Happy Hour 3pm - 7pm • Open Tuesday through SaturdayDaily Happy Hour 3pm - 7pm • Open Tuesday through Saturday
(904) 355-4434  |  1537 Margaret St., Jacksonville, FL  |  mossfire.com  |       @mossfire

Downtown Ecumenical Services Council (DESC) is traveling back to the 1980s 
for its annual fundraising event this October.  

  DESC provides help and hope to families dealing with poverty, homelessness 
or emergency situations through case management, groceries, clothing and 
financial assistance. Long-time supporters and advocates Ruth Ann and Carey 
Hepler are this year’s Honorary Chairs. Alex Benavides, DESC Board member, 
is Event Chair.

    DESC converts contributions from sponsors, donors and ticket sales into 
services for those in our community struggling with poverty. Sponsorships and 
ticket sales are available online at https://descjax.org/defenders/ and by phone 
(904) 358-7955.

Poverty-tackling heroes return for DESC fundraiser

Feeding Northeast Florida grateful for $75,000 check 
Morgan Stanley Foundation comes through for students

It was a great day for Feeding Northeast Florida and an even 
better day for one local group of Morgan Stanley representatives 
who donated $75,000 dollars to the local nonprofit June 3, 2022. 
Not only did the group get to deliver a large check, they also 
got some hands-on experience packing goods while visiting 
the nonprofit’s headquarters at 1116 Edgewood Avenue North.

According to Paul Bell, Director of Grants and Research, 
the grant from the Morgan Stanley Foundation is written 
with a memo on that says, “Choice Pantry Program”, which 
will provide snack packs for children, it’s a directed gift for 
a specific program.

The snack packs, put together by Feeding Northeast 
Florida, will be handed out to children ranging from 
elementary to high school who suffer from food insecurity 
in the metro area. They cost only a few dollars to make, but 
aim to provide healthy bites, such as fruit, vegetables, yogurts, 
drinks, and other nutritious products. 

“It’s going to make a world of difference,” said Bell. “This 
is going to provide for quite a few schools.” Outside of the 
classroom and lunch time, Feeding Northeast Florida’s 
initiative hits home as well. “We have weekend snack packs 
to go home with kids to keep them from getting hungry over 
the weekend since they will not be getting their in-school 
meal,” he shared. 

“We’re also doing what we call snack pack stations and 
fresh select stations in school that allow kids after lunch 
who may have an afternoon of classes and after-school 
activities to go and get their own snack. It keeps them 
charged and fueled, and able to be alert and focused…right 
now, we’re delivering snack packs in their various forms to 
60 schools in Duval, St. John’s, and Putnam counties.” 

Learn more about Morgan Stanley’s grant and Northeast 
Florida’s snack pack initiative, you can visit https://feedingnefl.
org/programs/.

Morgan Stanley representatives and family members Coleman Hawkins, Terri Czuryla, 
Elyse Gustafson, Phil Hawkins, Parker Barriball, Elizabeth Cambareri, Jen Collotta, 
Jeanene Watters, Rachael Naylor, Cori Jevic Shad, Allana Grinshteyn and (not 
pictured) Peter O’Brien
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CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204     |      TerryVereenPlumbing.net

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am–5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be presented 
to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be 
made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires July 31, 2022.

CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN JULY!

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597

GET $25 OFF YOUR SERVICE

We handle Plumbing Emergencies: 

CALL TODAY!
904.384.5661

Cast Iron Replacement    |   Re-Piping   |   Drain Cleaning
Toilet & Faucet Repairs   |   Slab Leaks

Clogging your drain  
is your business. 

Unclogging it is ours.
We have all the sides

you need for your
Summer BBQ!

(904) 388-1743  |  4218 St. Johns Ave.  |  TerrysToGo.com

3653 St Johns Ave | Yoga-Den.com | Avondale@Yoga-Den.com | 904.662.0485
Yoga Den Avondale - Monthly & Yearly Memberships

YEAR MEMBERSHIP CODE

IN
TR

O 
MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP

$$5050
OFFOFF

YEARLY MEMBERSHIPYEARLY MEMBERSHIP
$$949 SALE PRICE949 SALE PRICE

Disc ount C ode: Disc ount C ode: 
MORE YOG A50MORE YOG A50

• Brewery Yoga• Brewery Yoga
•  Online Live Classes•  Online Live Classes
• Outdoor Yoga• Outdoor Yoga
•  Studio Discounts•  Studio Discounts
•  On Demand Yoga•  On Demand Yoga

•  24 Weekly  •  24 Weekly  
Studio ClassesStudio Classes

A new exhibit at the Cummer Museum illuminates the cultures and history 
of Asia. “Buddha and Shiva, Lotus and Dragon” includes 67 masterpieces 
collected by John D. Rockefeller III, and his wife Blanchette. The Rockefellers 
hoped that by sharing the collection with the public, they could educate 
Americans about the importance and diversity of Asian art. 

The exhibit was delayed because of the pandemic, but the museum is 
happy it has finally arrived.

“One of the things that really attracted me to this exhibition was not only 
the depths and the breath in terms of Asian art and the materials and 
culture and representation but also the tremendous quality of the objects,” 
said Holly Keris, J. Wayne & Delores Barr Weaver Chief Curator at the 
Cummer Museum, “I think it presents a compelling visual narrative.”

On June 25th, the Cummer hosted an Asian Market: Street Food Dinner 
Party. Local artists, like Elena Ohlander, displayed their artwork at the 
market. Ohlander is hoping to inspire other people of Asian decent to feel 
like they are connected and belong to the art community. 

“I think there’s a need for under-represented communities and minorities 
to take up more space, as well as women in general, LGBTQ,” said Ohlander, 

“I can see more equity in those spaces would feel more inclusive and I 
think that’s the struggle for me between public art and working with the 
galleries, museums or institutions. The average person may not feel 
confident to come into spaces like this, because they don’t feel well 
represented.” 

The Cummer is hoping to change that by showcasing different cultures. 
“When Mr. and Mrs. Rockefeller started the idea for this collection, they 
did so with the intent to share, “said Keris, “That was also one of the things 
so exciting about bringing it to Jacksonville, is that it’s really fulfilling part 
of their vision, which was to create opportunities for people in this country 
to learn more about people’s cultures that are different than our own.”

“Buddha and Shiva, Lotus and Dragon” is on display at the Cummer 
Museum through September 18th. 

Cummer unveils new art exhibit “Buddha and Shiva, Lotus and Dragon”

BY DEBRA FINE 
Resident Community News

This workshop, the third in a series of five different programs, gives both 
professional and family caregivers insights on the many resources that are 
available. Experts will discuss:

• caregiver support groups
• best practices for working with

• access to Medicare programs
  healthcare providers/family members

A FREE Workshop Series
for LGBTQ Adults Age Your Way

Effective Caregiving - Part 2

Presented by: Funded by: 

LIVE ZOOM PANEL

July 13 • 11:30 am - 1 pm

RSVPs required for this free, password protected workshop. 
Register today at MyElderSource.org/AgeYourWay 
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YES! We Do 
CUSTOM DESIGN!

Learn more about our custom jewelry services, like updating 
inherited family jewelry or custom engagement ring design, at 

HARBYJEWELERS.COM

He’s being called a hero, but he’s more comfortable with Good 
Samaritan, although even that seems a bit much to Anthony 

“TJ” Laquidara, scoutmaster of Troop 26 and JSO officer, who 
is known for his humility. On June 11, when a truck flipped 
over on the interstate in front of his van filled with scouts and 
their other scout leader, Bobbi Wichman, he didn’t hesitate. 
He pulled the van over to the side of the road, instructed his 

senior patrol leader, Henry Bryan, to keep the other scouts 
in the van and safe from harm, and jumped into action.

Thanks to his efforts and that of the other drivers who 
stopped after he did to help, the family of four in the truck 
were removed safely.

Laquidara, who was off duty at the time of the accident, has 
been with the Jacksonville Sheriff Office’s police force for 
more than three years. He and scouts with Troop 26 were on 
their way back from a week-long camping trip at Camp Rainey 
Mountain in Clayton, Ga.

“Most everyone in my van was asleep after a long week 
camping and at the end of a six-and-a-half-hour trip,” Laquidara 
said. According to him, a vehicle driving in front of him on 
I-75 was switching lanes when one of the back tires blew, 
causing the driver to lose control and flip several times.

He noticed that there was some kind of liquid and smoke 
coming from the front of the truck. He worked to pull two 
people out quickly. 

“Then, I on top of the truck, which was on its side, and 
directed the others how to help,” he said. “Then I climbed 
down inside the vehicle, and we were able to get the back 
window open so that I could climb in to help. The driver 
was stuck under the steering wheel. I kicked out the front 
windshield, and another man climbed in the back window, 
too, to help me get her out.”

The rescue only took about 10 minutes. When Laquidara 
returned to his van, he says the kids gave him a round of 
applause, which surprised and humbled him.

“The kids were really concerned about the people inside 
the car and asked lots of questions about what had happened 
and how the family was,” he said. Three of the people in the 
van were transported to the hospital, but no one had 
life-threatening injuries.

“You could expect TJ to do what he did. He is someone 
who is very driven, and he loves his community and loves 
to serve,” said Bryan. “Our assistant scoutmaster, Ms. B, told 
us what happened when she came back to the van.”

“TJ is an Eagle Scout. He’s very humble and an incredible 
role model,” Grace Bryan, Ortega Forest resident and Henry 

Bryan’s mother, said. “The troop was coming back from camp 
where they got the Honor Award, the only one given, out of 
700 scouts.”

“In first-aid training, scouts are taught that the first thing 
you have to do is assess the situation and make sure it is safe,” 
Laquidara said. “You can’t help someone else if you end up 
needing to be save herself. Once you’ve assessed the situation, 
then you approach, see what the injuries are and what you 
can do to assist.”

The scouts learned an important lesson about leadership 
in camp and saw it in action at the scene.

“Everyone who stopped was doing the best they could to 
help, but they were all doing different things and not working 
together, so I tried to advise them. Leadership is important 
to help everyone work toward a specific goal,” he said. 

Heroic efforts of off-duty JSO officer saves family after vehicle crash

Henry Bryan, senior patrol leader; Bobbi “Ms. B” Wichman, scout leader; scouts 
Jacob Holyer and Tyler Koenig

Officer Anthony “TJ” Laquidara helps family members out of their van after it flips 
over on Interstate 75

"You could expect TJ to do 
what he did. He is someone 
who is very driven, and he 
loves his community and loves 
to serve"

- Henry Bryan

Come Come 
in for in for 
Summer Summer 
Savings…Savings…
ask in store  ask in store  
for details!for details!

Sales and Service for over 45 years.Sales and Service for over 45 years.

3571 St Johns ave.3571 St Johns ave.
(904) (904) 384-7111384-7111
Nestled in the Historic Shoppes of Avondale
www.hooshang-rugs.com

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Like us on Facebook.com/hooshangrugsf

LARGE SELECTION
Finest Quality

Professional Cleaning and Repair

PER SIA•  CHINA•  INDIA•  PAKISTAN•  T URKE Y•  ROMANIA

contact@tavernasanmarco.com
Simple ingredients.
True flavor.

1986 San Marco Blvd.

904.398.3005
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ANIMAL HOUSE

P R E S S  P A U S E 
904-680-7344  |  solunayogaspa.com  |  2105 Park Street Suite 1, Jacksonville FL, 32204

NEW STUDENT 
INTRO OFFER 

5 classes for 

$$39 39 
(expires 30 days after 1st class)

FREEFREE 

Yoga Class 
(1st time clients) Exp. 8/31

WRC’s mission is to give orphaned, injured, 
ill, or displaced animals a second chance at 
life and to build respect for wildlife through 
education and conservation. Tidwell explained 
the importance of comprehensive preparation 
and planning to successfully rescue, rehabilitate 
and safely release as many healthy animals 
as possible back into safe areas. 

Finding a safe woodland habitat for local 
wildlife release in one of the fasting growing 
parts of Florida is increasingly difficult. Exploding 
population, increased traffic, widespread land 
clearing, construction, and massive develop-
ments pose grave threats to native wildlife.

For years Tidwell said she has watched 
development swallow thousands of Northeast 
Florida’s woodland acres. Entire forests, 
scrublands, and marshes have disappeared: 
replaced with concrete, buildings, and roads. 
In the path of bulldozers, wildlife may be killed, 
injured, or driven into dangerous situations 
and shrinking territory with no refuge. Tidwell 
correctly predicted that the endless phone 

calls begging for help with wildlife emergencies 
and animals needing help would exponentially 
increase. 

The small Seaboard Avenue location where 
the rescue organization was previously located 
could not continue to support WRC’s wild 
residents. Tidwell knew she must plan and 
fundraise for an expanded, modern facility, 
with no idea when or where that might happen.

 New Director Rowell made Tidwell’s dream 
a reality when she agreed to relocate WRC to 
her family property. Rowell designed high-quality, 
species-appropriate outdoor wildlife housing 
and large enclosures to facilitate optimum 
rehabilitation and recovery. Structures were 
built to withstand storm conditions in adher-
ence to current wildlife and safety standards. 
Animals are separately housed away from the 
prefabricated, climate-controlled modular 
buildings used for intake, medical facilities, 
and infant wildlife care, courtesy of Tidwell’s 
fundraising. 

WRC offers the community free wildlife 
advice, assistance, care, and rehabilitation. 
Healthy animals are released whenever possible. 
The first step if an ill, injured, orphaned, or 
displaced wild animal is found, is to call (904) 
779-5569 for help, an appointment, or to leave 
a message. Messages will be returned as soon 
as possible and drop-off appointments are 
required. There is currently no public access. 

Barbara Tidwell was a country girl who 
grew up surrounded by nature and wildlife, 
with no fear of animals. On the contrary, she 
was fearless. That bold attitude led her to 
become an entrepreneur operating successful 
assisted living senior care homes, inspired 
by the devotion of grandparents who lovingly 
raised her. 

Despite juggling her professional career 
and family, Tidwell’s natural bond with animals 
and wildlife never paused. She said that 
throughout her life, animals in trouble always 
managed to find her, and she had to help them.

WRC began in 1997 as a makeshift hospital 
sanctuary in Tidwell’s backyard. She somehow 
found a way to care for the growing group of 
orphaned and injured animals. As word 
spread about Tidwell’s gift for healing wildlife, 
more arrived at her doorstep, and phone 
calls for help became part of her daily routine. 
To her shock, she soon learned that there 
was no rescue organization to take them or 
offer any help. 

The Wildlife Rescue Coalition of Northeast 
Florida (WRC) has begun a new chapter of 
progress in its mission to save local wildlife, 
said founder and president, Barbara Tidwell. 
Tidwell, who recently announced her retirement, 
has devoted the past twenty-five years to 
leading the nonprofit, all-volunteer organization. 
She will continue serving as a board member, 
advisor, and chief supporter.

In response to the need for increased space 
and modernized facilities, WRC  has relocated 
to four acres on Porter Road Extension across 
from the St. Augustine Airport on Phillips 
Highway. According to Tidwell, the location 
is more centrally located to help wildlife from 
the surrounding seven counties it serves. The 
property owner is WRC’s new President and 
Director, Lisa Rowell, a Jacksonville native.

Wildlife Rescue Coalition Relocates
Founder Barbara Tidwell Retires, 
Welcomes New Director

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA 
Resident Community News

 Rowell is a thirteen-year board member, 
experienced wildlife, farm, and exotic animal 
rescuer, and licensed Florida Wildlife Rehabilitator. 
Her husband Jamie, with their teens, Isla and 
Chase, assists and supports her work. Rowell 
was formerly an industrial consultant, and 
Jamie works in banking.  

Tidwell said that Rowell has trained and 
volunteered in wildlife rehabilitation with 
WRC for thirteen years. When asked why Rowell 
is the perfect person to lead the WRC, Tidwell 
did not hesitate.

“Lisa’s intelligence, energy, tenacity, love 
for wildlife, and drive to get things done is 
incredible. She rented equipment, read some 
instructions, and cleared the land herself to 
save money for animal care,” Tidwell said. 

“Lisa is the future of wildlife rescue and 
rehabilitation. Her goal and the mission of 
WRC is to save as many animals as possible. 
We want to educate our children and com-
munity about what is happening to local 
wildlife, habitat loss, and how desperately 
our help is needed.”

WRC President and Director, Lisa Rowell, with founder Barbara Tidwell, who is retiring after twenty-five years

Founder Barbara Tidwell with Taz, WRC’s sixteen-year 
mascot & educational ambassador. Taz was unreleasable 
due to a disability1708154

Boat insurance 
without a hitch.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm® boat insurance doesn’t cost much, but 
covers a lot – like your boat, motor and trailer. It 
also protects you and your passengers. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave

Jacksonville, FL  32210
Bus: 904-381-1206

cam@camanderson.net
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WRC will offer educational programs for children 
and adults to interact positively with wildlife and 
experience nature up close. There will be opportunities 
to learn about and understand our wild neighbors 
and critical conservation issues that affect everyone. 
Educational outreach for schools and organizations 
will teach about the need to live in harmony with 
nature and wildlife and ways to do that, including 
how to avoid human-wildlife conflicts. 

WRC will invite the University of North Florida 
Veterinary Internship Program on-site to provide 
wildlife care experience for students. Horse boarding, 
rental space for small events, birthday parties, and a 
petting zoo are additional activities planned to raise 
funds for wildlife care and rehabilitation.

Visit www.wildlifecoalition.com for information to 
help wildlife in distress or how to determine if a wild 
baby is orphaned or independent. There is a constant 
need for caring volunteers to do a variety of tasks: 
transportation, animal care, cleaning, and office help. 
Free training is provided. Groups, families, or indi-
viduals can collect donated supplies, host fundraisers, 
volunteer together, or fulfill community service hours. 
On-site volunteers must be 17 years old.

WRC is a 501 ( c) (3) nonprofit charity that receives 
no government funding. They rely on donations and 
fundraisers to raise the money needed to continue to 
save wildlife. Donations can be mailed or made online 
through Paypal. Donations are tax-deductible. When 
buying online, purchase through Amazon Smile and 
choose “Wildlife Rescue Coalition of Northeast Florida” 
as the charity of choice. The Amazon Foundation 
makes a .5% contribution of every purchase to WRC 
at no extra cost. 

Chewy.com offers an option to contribute to WRC 
with every online purchase or to place an order for 
WRC on a one-time or monthly basis. The WRC Wish 
List of daily needed supplies is: dry and canned dog 
or cat food, stainless steel pet bowls, hanging pet water 
bottles, bleach, and cleaning supplies. Donations can 
be dropped off at the center by appointment.

For years Tidwell saved countless wild animals and 
sought funding for a designated location to rehabilitate 
wildlife until release. She received no support from 
city officials for the creation of even a basic wildlife 
rehabilitation center despite the documented need. 
Officials listened and agreed that there was a need but 
offered no city funding or facility. Tidwell realized it 
was all on her shoulders to continue what she had 
begun. WRC moved into a loaned trailer and property 
on Seaboard Avenue. That location has closed and all 
wildlife has been transferred to the new facility. 

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY
Wildlife Rescue Coalition of NE FL: (904)779-5569
www.wildlifecoalition.com
Facebook.com/wildliferescuenefl
5250 Porter Road Extension, St. Augustine, FL 32095

Call (904) 779-5569 immediately if an orphaned, injured, 
or distressed wild animal is found. Do not wait even one 
hour. Delay could mean life or death for that animal. Wear 
gloves and carefully place the animal in a  warm, dry, secured 
container in a safe, quiet location until transport or further 
instructions. Do not give food or water. Keep children and 
pets away.

Despite their small size, many mammals like wild baby 
rabbits are independent at a few weeks, with fur and eyes 
open. Leave them alone. Look for injuries, call for advice and 
describe babies if unsure of age or whether help is needed. 
Only babies with injuries or found in the open with no fur or 
closed eyes need help.

If you transport any wild animal to a rescue organization 
or individual for help, give a monetary donation to help 
cover costs. Nonprofit wildlife rescue centers receive no 
government funding and must raise every dollar to pay for 
wildlife care. Donations are tax-deductible.

Transport wildlife whenever possible, freeing rehabilitators 
and volunteers to care for the animals.

Most rescuers and rehabilitators have full-time jobs and 
families, plus their work saving wildlife. They cannot always 
immediately answer calls. If you must leave a voicemail, be 
patient and wait for callback instructions.

Please answer questions with as much detail as possible. 
Cooperate if asked to follow instructions to try to reunite 
wild babies with parents. Rehabilitators know when that is 
their best chance of survival.

Lisa Rowell and her daughter, Isla Rowell, future wildlife rehabilitator

Lee Gudal Davis
Realtor®

Broker Associate, GRI

(904) 608-6881

Brought to you by

HISTORIC AVONDALE BEAUTY
3451 Remington Street

3 bedrooms, 4 baths. All brick with River Rock 
patio and drive. New baths and kitchen.

Call Lee Davis at Norville Realty for more details!

JUST LISTED!
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Jacksonville Debutante Coterie 
season opens with Magnolia Ball

The 2022 Debutante Coterie: (front) Arabella Rhyne McCart, Shelby Gray Flanigan, Ashley Howton Eller, Peyton McDade Philips; (back) Caroline Vason 
Lyerly, Julia Knox Auchter and Brooke Anne Geddes. Not pictured: Hadley Jane Hodge and Chloe Nichole Schiavone. 
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Ortega Playschool VPK Class of 
2022 celebrates end of school year

Ortega Playschool VPK Class of 2022 with teachers Alana Brunson, Casey Sharp, Robin Booth and Katie Walker (back row)

Jacksonville Country Day School has named Livi Edwards, a 
member of the 2016 JCDS graduating class, as the winner of the 
school’s Eighth Annual Alumni Scholars Essay Contest. The contest 
was open to all alumni graduating high school prior to 2022.

Edwards will be attending Notre Dame this fall and will use 
this one-time scholarship of $1,000 for her college education.

Applicants were asked to keep JCDS’s “Portrait of a Graduate” 
in mind based on the concept that a JCDS graduate is someone 
who is prepared for academic success, approaches challenges 
with confidence, communicates thoughtfully and effectively, 
acts with compassion, respects others and leads by example. 
Each respondent was asked to address the following question 
in their essay: “What impact did your character education and 
academic experiences at Jacksonville Country Day School have 
on your success in middle and high school? “

 “It is not enough to only obtain the academic and intellectual 
skills; students must also have the morality and character to 
know how to use their knowledge in a way that benefits not 
only themselves but also others in their community,” Edwards 
said in her essay. 

Edwards wins 
Jacksonville Country 
Day School Alumni 
Scholars Essay Contest

Pat Walker, Head of School with Livi Edwards, 2022 Alumni Scholars Essay Contest 
winner
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SPECIALIZING IN ANTIQUE RESTORATION
Call 904.435.3379

on all of  on all of  
our  bikes!our  bikes!

HotHot
NEW & USED BIKES,  
CRUISERS,  E-BIKES, 
TRIKES, CHILDREN’S 
AND MORE!

E-Bikes  starting at  $1549

HOURS: Mon.–Fri. 11-6,  Sat. 11-5, Sun. Closed

2108 BLANDING BLVD, (SR–21)

904.388.0612  
WWW.LAKESHOREBICYCLES.COM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED!

SALES & SERVICE
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Two students from Douglas Anderson School of the Arts, Samantha Nelson and Sirena Mia De La Rosa, were 
among 400 musical theater students from 30 high schools and nine counties to receive awards at the Eighth 
Annual 2022 Applause Awards on June 4, 2022. The Douglas Anderson students placed first and runner-up 
respectively for female lead performer.

Modeled after the Tony Awards®, this year’s Applause Awards at the Dr. Phillips Center in Orlando was directed 
by Broadway veteran Ray Roderick and hosted by award winning Broadway and TV actress/singer Rachel York. 
This high-energy event came together following a statewide search by a panel of 30 casting agents, who visited 
every school who entered the national competition throughout the months-long adjudication process that 
included more than 4,000 students.

In addition to recognizing the musical theater talent in the region and selecting the two overall winners for 
The Jimmy Awards®, the Dr. Phillips Center also awarded more than $25,000 in scholarships to 16 deserving 
college-bound seniors.

Nelson went on to participate in the National High School Musical Theatre Awards®, known as The Jimmy 
Awards® in New York City on June 27, 2022, where she competed against 92 of the best musical theater students 
across the country. They were given professional training opportunities, prizes and an opportunity to win the 
coveted awards of Best Performance by an Actor and Best Performance by an Actress in the country at the 
conclusion of the week-long competition.

Douglas Anderson students win 
statewide Applause Awards

Samantha Nelson performs to win first place for female lead performer at the 
Applause Awards in OrlandoMatthew McClure graduated from The Bolles School and is a 

four-year member of the National Honor Society. He received 
a prestigious National Merit Letter of Commendation.  Matthew 
is active in cross country and track and is a member of the 
Community Peds Care Teen Advisory Board. 

Matthew credits his dedication to running to helping him 
achieve academic success.  Matthew plans to pursue a career 
in business and prelaw at Emory University and hopes to fulfill 
his goal of becoming a lawyer.

Since 2002 the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund Foundation has awarded 
128 scholarships totaling $874,500 to cancer patients and survivors. 
This year,5 local young adults (including Matthew) were selected, 
and each will receive a maximum of $8,000 over four years.

These scholarships, awarded to childhood cancer patients 
and survivors like Shawn, were established to offer hope beyond 
cancer. Many families exhaust their savings due to medical costs 
associated with cancer. The goal of the Jay Fund scholarship 
program is to provide financial support, so cancer patients and 
survivors reach their full potential and achieve their dreams.

 

Matthew McClure awarded 2022 
Coughlin Jay Fund Scholarship

EMMA DOUKMAK, JCC ALUM

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
WWe provide a high-quality choral music education 
for children of diverse backgrounds, fostering 
teamwork, self-discipline, accomplishment and 
pride. JCC serves as a cultural beacon for the 
children of the Northeast Florida region, and 
continues to inspire the community by sharing the 
art of choral music across the globe.

“

“

THE JCC IS MORE THAN 
JUST A CHORUS;
it is a truly life-changing 
experience.

10131 ATLANTIC BLVD |  JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225  |  JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG  |  904-353-163610131 ATLANTIC BLVD |  JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225  |  JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG  |  904-353-1636

Sirena Mia De La Rosa wins runner-up for female lead performer 
at the 2022 Applause Awards

Matthew McClure

904.423.1377 | kids1dentistry.com
4411 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 594 (Ortega Park)

AACCCCEEPPTTIINNGG  NNEEWW  PPAATTIIEENNTTSS!!

Dr. Jila J. Mahajan
Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry

Most insurances and care credit accepted

Happy 4Happy 4thth of July!! of July!!
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Teen volunteers Durham Branch, Ford Rachels, Aidan Stefanides and Jack Potter hosted the 
second annual 904 All Stars Sports Camp for three hours each day the week of Memorial Day 
for boys ages 5-10. The camp was held at Ford Rachels home in Ortega. Twenty-three boys 
attended the camp, which offered wiffle ball, basketball, a water balloon toss, swimming and 
tie-dyeing.  

904 All Stars provides a leadership opportunity for the high school counselors supervising 
the campers and also provides them with service hours. The boys raised more than $2,500, 
which they are donating to Angels for Allison, a local nonprofit that is dedicated to assisting 
with funeral expenses and other costs associated with the loss of a child.

Angels for Allison was founded in 2010 in memory of Allison Brundick Haramis, who 
tragically died in a car accident at the age of 15. The organization has provided financial 
assistance to more than 600 Northeast Florida families who have lost a child. To learn more 
about Angels for Allison, visit www.angelsforallison.org.

904 All Stars celebrate second annnual sports camp

In back, counselors Durham Branch, Ford Rachels, Aidan Stefanides and Jack Potter with 904 All Stars campers Avery Register and Roland Mellott enjoy tie-dye day. Huck Towers

Billy Pope, Lauchlin Powers and Bauer Lewis A water toss is a good way to stay cool

ST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2022
Congratulations
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Spring 2022 is proving to be a very successful 
one for the jazz program at Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts with success and recognition 
on the national stage. In May, the school’s 
SOTA Jazz Ensemble I earned an overall score 
of 97% and won the National Jazz Festival 
for high school jazz bands. Its Jazz Combo 
won the small group category of the festival 
and trumpeter Giovanni Martinez was named 
the “Superior Musician” with tenor saxist 
Ethan King recognized as an “Outstanding 
Musician”.

In April, DownBeat magazine once again 
recognized the DA flagship jazz ensemble as 

one of the top high school jazz bands in the 
country in its 45th Annual Student Music 
Awards.  This was the sixth consecutive year 
that DA Jazz Ensemble I either won the category 
or placed runner-up, uncommon historic 
consistency, according to DownBeat.

The National Jazz Festival recently presented 
Don Zentz, the director of jazz studies at the 
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts, with its 
Jazz Educator Award, and the Jacksonville 
Jazz Festival named him to its Hall of Fame. 

The Hall of Fame began in 1999 with three 
inductees: Mayor Godbold, Mike Tolbert and 
Dan Kossoff, who all three had a pivotal role 

to play in the creation and production of the 
event.

“I want to offer my sincere congratulations 
to Don Zentz, who has the benefit of being 
both a shaper of the festival and a very 
talented musician,” Mayor Lenny Curry said. 

“Don first performed at the festival way back 
in 1981 when it was in Mayport and was 
called ‘Mayport and All That Jazz Festival.’ 
He’s been directing jazz ensembles at the 
festival for years now and has mentored 
thousands of kids in Jacksonville in the 
artform. He has a history that is tied to the 
festival itself that is also reflective of the 

jazz history that surrounds the City Of 
Jacksonville.”

Now in his thirty-eighth year of teaching, 
Zentz has received a Jazz Education Achievement 
Award from DownBeat, an Outstanding Teaching 
Award from UNF and a TIP Award for Excellence 
in Teaching from the Florida Board of Regents 
and has been a Keilwerth Saxophones artist 
performer and clinician since 1995.

Don Zentz has led DA’s jazz program since 
2016, when he took over from retiring founding 
director Ace Martin. Prior to that, Zentz had 
been the director of fine and performing arts 
at The Bolles School.

Douglas Anderson’s jazz program continues 
to achieve success, earn national recognition

Don Zentz, director of jazz studies, performs with Douglas Anderson jazz students during this year’s Jacksonville Jazz Festival Don Zentz, director of jazz studies, accepts his induction into the Jacksonville Jazz Hall of Fame with DA jazz students’ support

EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE
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The Class of 2022 made its way down the aisle 
at Orange Park’s Grace Episcopal Church for 
a beautiful Baccalaureate service. Seniors and 
their families gathered to pause the craziness 
of graduation activities, to reflect, acknowledge, 
and celebrate the accomplishments of their 
seniors, and to look ahead to the future. 

After an invocation by Owene Courtney 
Weber ‘73, Senior Abbie Campbell read the 
lesson, and Weber returned to deliver the 
Baccalaureate Address. The St. Johns Singers 
sang several pieces, including An Irish Blessing, 
Bridge Over Troubled Waters, and The Lord 
Bless You and Keep You. 

As Weber read each graduate’s name, she 
created a lovely opportunity for togetherness, 
not just for the senior class, but for their 
combined families as well. 

The interlude was brief before everyone 
gathered together again, this time at Thrasher-
Horne Center for Commencement. The seniors 
all looked amazing in their white dresses and 
dinner tuxedos, and after they processed to 
Pomp and Circumstance, the ceremony moved 
quickly to the Presentation of Awards (see 
below) and student speakers. 

After an introduction by 2022-2023 Student 
Council President Hunter Hopkins, two 
speakers, elected by the seniors themselves, 
took the podium. First, Mary Beth Garrison 
spoke from the heart, and from the hearts of 
all the seniors, as she took a collective tone 
in speaking about the School’s mission and 
gratitude—gratitude for the many individuals 
and events that have helped get the seniors 
where they are today. 

“There are so many people and experiences 
that I am grateful for,” said Garrison, “and I’ll 
speak for the class as a whole, when I say that 
we would be completely different people 
without the St. Johns Experience.”

Closing with a raft of thanks for more 
experiences than she could even name, Garrison 
ended her speech with a quote from Eckhart 
Tolle:  Acknowledging the good that you 
already have in your life is the foundation for 
all abundance.

Garrison’s talk was a tough act to follow, 
but the more-than-able Kinley Hall hit it out 
of the park in comparing the class to a circus—

”entertaining, loud, colorful, full of talented 
people, and a little weird. We’re full of athletes, 
brainiacs, survivalists, entertainers, and yet 
we all come together to create one big show.”

“In all seriousness, ya’ll,” she said in closing, 
“these past four years have been an insane and 
crazy mess that have led us to this point. I am 
so proud of what we have all accomplished 
and I am excited to see where life takes us. 
One day in the near and dear future, we are 
going to step into a new circus and we may 
even have a different role. But keep working 
hard and never give up. As Mordecai puts it 
in Esther 4, 'And who knows, but that you 
were made for such a time as this.' "

With that, the diplomas were bestowed and 
the Class of 2022 was presented.  Congratulations, 
new St. Johns alumni!

St. Johns Country Day School Graduates 53

  Mary Beth Garrison

Susannah Goodwin, of Avondale, receives her diploma Ariel Sauer receives the Valedictorian Award

Spartan baseball players Brad Hodges (University of Virginia 
commit) and Jordan Taylor (Florida State University commit) 
jointly received the School’s Captain Borries Cup Award, its 
highest athletic honor
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Angels for Allison spreads “Sunshine”  
Camp raises money for families in need who have lost a child, and provides leadership opportunities to youth.
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We’re here to help with  
every ing you need.

If you think The UPS Store only offers packing and  
shipping serivces, you’ve got another ing coming.
• Faxing
• Shredding
• Computer accessing
• Notarizing

• Designing
• Passport photoing
• Mailboxing services
• Printing Services

1650 MARGARET ST | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32204 | 904-381-6678

Camp Sunshine Counselors Mary Cofran, Ginny Kurlas, Emily Leeper, Emily Drake, Emily Commander, Ellie Smith, Mia Saenz, Fleming Walthour and Campers with Board President, Drew Haramis

 In its ninth year, Camp Sunshine donated $4,650 to The Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation, Angels for Allison, a Jacksonville based non-profit dedicated to assisting with funeral costs 
associated with the loss of a child.

Camp Sunshine is run by high school students from across Jacksonville. This week-long day camp was held at the Cofran’s residence and hosted 25 girls ranging in age from 5 to 10. The 
camp continues to be an opportunity for young women to lead as well as a great display of servant leadership and charitable giving at a young age.
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4th of July Roll 
Shrimp tempura, real 
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and sliced jalapeno with 
special sauce on top.
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Nemiah Rutledge was seven years old when 
he came to The Bridge of Northeast Florida, 
Inc. in 1998.  The Bridge was founded in 1982 
by a group of medical providers formerly 
known as Family Health Services, and led by 
its President and CEO, Dr. Davalu “Davy” 
Parrish.  A comprehensive year-round after 
school and summer camp program for inner-
city children, The Bridge was located at 1824 
N. Pearl Street on Jacksonville’s northside.  It 
was destined to eventually serve more than 
3,500 children, ages 6-18, with medical and 
healthcare needs as well as educational and 
social programs designed to enhance their 
lives.  

“When Nemiah and his younger sister, 
Shemiah, came to us, their mother, Linda 
Oliver, was on our staff,” recalls Dr. Parrish.  

“At that time, we were beginning to expand 
beyond our main campus through the Bridge 
Urban Springfield (BUS) program to several 
school and neighborhood sites.”

During their years at The Bridge, Nemiah 
and his sister attended Holy Rosary Catholic 
School and later became students at The 
Potters House Christian Academy, but it was 
through their after-school and summer camp 
activities that they received what Nemiah now 
calls his “leg up on life.”

“Our teachers at The Bridge were like a 
second set of parents,” recalls Nemiah.  “We 
had a good snack waiting for us when we got 
there, and then we got one-on-one help with 
homework.  Every day, we had special classes 
in art, computers, sports, self-esteem, leadership, 
and more, and before we left for home at 6 
p.m., we got a nutritious meal.  We were the 
best-fed kids in our neighborhoods – both 
physically and mentally!”

Nemiah remembers specific teachers at 
The Bridge, like Mary Bishop who taught sex 
education, and Sabrina McCants, who combined 
art with math and helped him understand 
his multiplication tables.  “Sabrina tricked 
my brain,” he laughs.  “I was ADHD (Hyperactive) 
and I sketched and doodled all the time.  That 
day I was drawing butterflies.  She had me 
draw nine butterflies and taught me my nine 
tables with them.  I became quick with math 
after that.”  

As to the sex education taught by Mary 
Bishop and others, The Bridge partnered 
with The Jaguars Foundation in an age-
appropriate sexuality education program, 
Straight Talk, for youth ages 10-17, which 
was aimed at reducing teen pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted infections.  “I never 
fathered a child or got an STD (Sexually 
Transmitted Disease),” says Nemiah, “and 
for that, I thank The Bridge.”  

Nemiah also thanks The Bridge for giving 
him opportunities he might not have had 
otherwise, such as learning proper table 
manners, learning to dress for success, proper 
hygiene and nutrition, and meeting celebrities 
such as Jaguar Mark Brunell through the “Shop 
with the Jock” program.  “I learned how to 
socialize with others on the next level,” notes 
Nemiah.

Nemiah’s last days with the Bridge were 
when he was 17 and working in his first paying 
job at St. Vincent’s Hospital through the 
Tipping the Scale Mentoring/Job Skills Program, 
a partnership between The Bridge and St. 
Vincent’s, Baptist and Shands Hospitals.  Sadly, 
Nemiah lost contact with The Bridge soon 
thereafter.

 In the meantime, with literally thousands 
of youth on her mind and in her heart, Dr. 
Davy Parrish continued as CEO and President 
of The Bridge until her retirement in 2013, her 
work in the community having been recognized 
by the Governor’s Heartland Award in 1997, 
the One Jax Humanitarian Award in 1999, the 
Florida Times Union EVE Award in 2009, 
Gateway Girl Scouts Women of Distinction 
Award in 2011, and many others, including 
the Women of Color Education Service Award.  
Even after retirement, Dr. Parrish stayed on 
with the Bridge in an advisory capacity and 
as a mentor and volunteer, keeping up with 
many of the former students.  Eventually, The 
Bridge merged with The Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Northeast Florida.  

Fast forward to a warm June afternoon in 
2015 when Dr. Davy Parrish was walking her 
dog Ollie on the sidewalk near her home at 
Christopher Point Road, North, in Lakewood.  
A young man came out of a nearby house 
where he had been providing fitness training 
to a client and he stopped short.  “Are you 
Miss Davy?” he asked.  Within minutes, the 
two were hugging and laughing.  “I recognized 
Nemiah instantly as a ‘Bridge kid,’ even though 
it had been over a decade since we’d seen one 
another,” declared Parrish.  “He was hard to 
forget, with that million-mile smile!” 

For Nemiah, then 28, the decade leading 
up to their fateful meeting that afternoon was 
one of turmoil and challenge, culminating in 
nearly losing his life in 2011 as the result of 
smoking a marijuana cigarette laced with 
battery acid.  Nemiah’s life changed for the 
better after that incident.  At the urging of 
mentor Earnest Maiden, a civil engineer with 
Gibbs Group, Inc., Nemiah attended Heritage 
Institute to earn an Associates degree in Health 
Science and became a certified personal 
trainer.  

Determined, and utilizing a great deal of 
the polish and personality learned through 
his years at The Bridge, Nemiah Rutledge has 
become a successful personal trainer, having 
opened Body Paradox Fitness in 2016, with 

more than 24 certified trainers now working 
for him.  “I’m a fan of The Flash, the super-
hero, who tried to re-write his past by going 
into the future in a comic strip titled Flash 
Paradox,” explains Nemiah. “My Body Paradox 
Fitness helps you change your body, your life 
and your future.”  

There were several catalysts for Nemiah 
Rutledge’s success, in addition to his 
foundational time at The Bridge, his renewed 
relationship with Dr. Davy Parrish, and his 
mentor Earnest Maiden.  He calls his wife of 
five years, Keena, his “rib,” noting that she 
has been instrumental in the success of Body 
Paradox, and he is constantly meeting new 
influencers in his life who make a positive 
difference going forward.  

Full circle, Nemiah is now helping Dr. John 
Parrish, Davy’s husband, with fitness training 
several days a week, and has met many new 
clients through his association with the Parrish’s.  
One such client is North Florida Market 
President Darnell Smith of Florida Blue, another 

mentor.  Body Paradox Fitness is now featured 
at two Florida Blue corporate sites as well as 
at the law firm of Harrell & Harrell.  He is 
currently in line to help create an exciting 
fitness atmosphere at the twelve new Conviva 
Health Centers for Seniors in Jacksonville.  
Body Paradox Fitness is getting more fit with 
each new day!

And as to bridging the future … where does 
Nemiah Rutledge go from here?  His five-year 
plan has several goals, including doubling 
his current staff and providing more workshops 
on fitness and nutrition.  One of the values 
he learned from The Bridge is the importance 
of giving back and this he hopes to do by 
eliminating the food deserts on the Northside 
and Eastside, where he grew up, as well as 
promoting physical fitness along with good 
nutrition and recycling.  He wants to find 
practical uses for plastic bottles.  “I hope to 
become known as a harbinger of hope,” he 
declares, “just as the Bridge was for so many 
of us."

Bridging the Years

Davy Parrish and Nemiah Rutledge 

BY SUSAN D. BRANDENBURG 
Resident Community News

Nemiah Rutledge at age 7

Nemiah with Mother Linda Oliver and sister Shemiah

5939 Roosevelt Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32244
ALF# 12509
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com
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Andria and Tom York are no strangers to 
the residents of Jacksonville. Andria works 
for the mother company of TIAA. Tom is 
the president of CastleWise Realty and 
Insurance located in the One Call building 
in San Marco. Before that, he was with 
Citizens Property Insurance. Some might 
even know that when Andria and Tom are 
not in their respective offices, they are at 
home in Ortega with Meara and Tessa, their 
7-year-old and 2-year-old daughters. A few 
might know that they have one pet, Mr. 
Skittles, as named by Meara and her dad; 
the cat showed up four years ago, helped 
himself to their house, and hasn’t left. What 
most residents don’t know about these 
local folks, however, is that they are DIYers, 
home renovators.

“We rehab our houses. That’s one of the 
things we do together,” Andria said of their 
prior house in Riverside and their current 
one in Ortega. They’ve done extensive 
amounts of renovations themselves.

Their Riverside home had been built in 
the 1920s, and the Yorks did all the tile 
work and refurbished the wood floors. 
They liked living on Herschel Street. It was 
walkable, and they loved their neighbors. 
But they felt the area was a bit busy for 
raising young children. They needed a 

quieter neighborhood with more outdoor 
play area and less traffic.

They bought their Ortega home in July 
2021. It had belonged to Dr. Borland of 
Borland Groover, the gastroenterology 
providers. The Yorks took through the end 
of the year renovating it prior to moving in. 

“We’re still in the midst of doing a lot of 
work,” Andria said.

“I play general contractor,” Tom said. They 
do call in professionals when necessary, 
since their current home presents a much 
larger project than their previous one, but 
for the most part, the Yorks are hands-on 
when it comes to their home renovations. 
They have re-roofed, re-wired, and knocked 
down walls. They even filled in an indoor 
exercise pool, believing that to be the safer 
option for their little girls. Tom has a hobby 
of carpentry, including cabinetry and trim. 
Meara likes to paint, and she’s learning to 
hammer and drill with her parents. “It’s 
certainly a family process. We’ve always 
got something going on around here,” Andria 
said.

Tom made a point of confirming that 
they are not flippers. “We were in our last 
house for nine years, and we’re gonna be 
here for 30,” he said. “We’re not doing this 
again,” he and his wife stated simultaneously, 
chuckling.

When the Yorks aren’t working or rehabbing, 
they like swimming together where there 
are lifeguards. They are members of the 
Florida Yacht Club. Tom plays tennis. They 

also spend a ton of time with extended 
family. Tom’s parents moved here from 
Ohio last year and live down the street. 
Andria grew up nearby in Atlantic Beach, 
and her parents still live there. “I don’t see 
us ever going anywhere where we would 
not be close to them,” Andria said, as Meara 
and Tessa adore both sets of grandparents.

“We love Jacksonville! We love the weather, 
the people, the atmosphere. We’re never 
leaving,” Andria said.

LOCAL FOLKS

THE 
YORK 
FAMILY

The York Family: Tom, Andria, Tessa, and Meara

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

Tom York and daughter Meara working on home 
renovations
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Rotarian Pat Mulvihill serving country and community

Padraic E. “Pat” Mulvihill, a 42-year Jacksonville 
resident, is a former infantry officer and 
paratrooper with the United States Army 
Reserve. He served our country in the 19th 
and 20th Special Forces Groups, and he 
continues to serve well our community.

Mulvihill, an advisor to the National POW/
MIA Memorial & Museum at Cecil Field, has 
been a Rotarian for over two decades. As a 
servant leader and the immediate past 
president of the Rotary Club & Charities of 
North Jacksonville, one of 71 clubs from 
district 6970 of Rotary International, Mulvihill 
is making sure that fallen veterans are not 
forgotten. As Chairman and Public Information 
Officer of the Support Committee of the 
Jacksonville National Cemetery (JNC), Mulvihill 
hosted this year’s Memorial Day observances 
there. “I am truly humbled and honored,” he 
said of the opportunity to have participated.

The occasion began on May 26 with the 
Flags In tradition under the direction of 
Mulvihill and Willy Rothrock of Fleming Island 
Rotary, both of whom are members of the 
Special Forces Association Green Beret Chapter 
88 NE FL. Volunteers from various schools 
and military installations throughout Northeast 
Florida, referred to as Friends of Rotary, placed 
in a uniform manner 22,000 U.S. flags into 
the serene and hallowed ground, in front of 
each headstone and elsewhere throughout 
the cemetery. Those interred there include 
several killed-in-action personnel who served 
in various conflicts such as WWII, Vietnam, 
and the Global War on Terrorism.

Memorial ceremonies continued two days 
later with a formal service that included 
chaplain prayers, guest speakers, and colors 
presentation. CPO Rich Possert, USN, Retired, 
who is on the cemetery support committee, 
acted as master of the ceremonies that 
remembered and honored military personnel 
who served the nation and are now buried 
at JNC. Wreaths were placed by a team of 
Rotarians, including LTC Thomas Meissgeier, 
USA, Retired, who was introduced to Rotary 
by Mulvihill, whom he knew through their 
Special Forces Chapter 88 membership along 

with Rothrock. “Pat’s a fantastic person,” 
said Meissgeier, who is also a member of 
Mulvihill’s North Jacksonville Rotary Club; 
he is its newly elected sergeant-at-arms while 
Terry Lee, a healthcare executive, now serves 
as president.

Mulvihill and his fellow Northeast Florida 
Rotarians welcome the resumption of large 
ceremonies that invite the public to participate 
in events at national cemeteries and other 
memorials. Such events are fixtures of previous 
Memorial Day commemorations that had 
been curtailed for the past two years due to 
COVID-19.

Mulvihill and his fellows were also 
instrumental in the paving of the Gold Star 
Family Parkway that leads to JNC on Lannie 
Road from the I-95 Pecan Park interchange. 
He and other Rotarians spoke to Congress 

about the need for a direct route to the cemetery 
rather than having to travel 15 miles around 
the airport to gain access. The new road 
opened on November 30, 2021. Mulvihill is 
now leading a group of Rotarians involved 
with the City of Jacksonville in the process of 
tree-lining that parkway.

Amidst all this, Mulvihill is mourning the 
loss of three integral members of his Rotary 
Club who died in the past year: Dick Chelius, 
Doug Register, and Ray Moore. Chelius served 
for 22 years as an aviator in the US Navy and 
Naval Reserve and had achieved the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander. Register was active 
as a multi-talented volunteer and project 
leader, building infrastructure specifically 
designed to serve veterans and their families. 
Register also left his footprints at the Sulzbacher 
Center, UF Health North, and Community 
Health Outreach. Moore is known throughout 
Northeast Florida as Father of the Wall, referring 
to the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Wall, 
a historical landmark located adjacent to 
TIAA Bank Field. The Wall honors almost 
2,000 soldiers, marines, merchant marines, 
sailors, airmen, and coastguardsmen from 
Duval County. The local Wall is second in size 
only to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall 
in Washington, DC.

Mulvihill and his Club also lost two Friends 
of Rotary: Johanne “Jodie” Raymond and 
Steve Spickelmier. Raymond served veteran 
families as one of the original Jacksonville 
Ladies who make certain that no veteran is 
buried alone at JNC. The Ladies are present 
when family or friends are unable to attend 
the burial services of a local vet. Raymond 
was also a distinguished member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and 
of the National Society United States Daughters 
of 1812. Spickelmier had served in the US 
Navy and Air Force for 26 years before retiring. 
He was the chair of the support committee 
of the Jacksonville National Cemetery, with 
Mulvihill stepping in to fill temporarily that 
vacant post. Spickelmier was also a member 
of the Veterans Council of Duval County, 
president of the Air Force Sergeants Association, 
and field operations director of the State of 
Florida Missing in America Project.

Service Above Self is the motto of the 1.4 
million Rotarians in over 200 countries 
worldwide. In 2018-2019, Mulvihill was one 
of 75 members to have received the Service 
Above Self Award, a much-deserved recognition 
for the strategic planner who focuses as much 
on charity as he does on business development. 
He admitted that he has an extraordinary 
team of teams helping him to assess local 
needs and viable funding to fill them. “Rotary 
opens doors, and we focus on health, education, 
and wellness for elders, infants, and families 
as well as for refugees,” he said. In fact, Mulvihill 
is a member of a Rotary action group by that 
same name: Health-Education-Wellness 
Rotary Action Group (HEWRAG). “A lot of 
organizations talk about doing it, but we 
actually do it,” Mulvihill said of the Rotary.

Larry Daley, CIV USN NETC, a member of 
the Rotary Club of West Jacksonville, said this 
of Rotarian Mulvihill’s efforts as a servant 
leader in the local community: “He does it 
because it is the right thing to do. It is in his 
DNA. We are very fortunate to have Pat here 
in Jacksonville.”

Pat Mulvihill checking flag placement at a columbarium wall

Richard Possert, Tom Meissgeier, and Steve Muskett, wreath placement team members

Rotarian Pat Mulvihill

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

Northeast Florida
Plumbing Experts
For Over 25 Years

STATE CERT. #CFC056489

Residential &  
Commercial

24 Hour Service

TouchtonPlumbing.com   |   (904) 389-9299   |   416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville

1511 Stockton Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

RELY ON THE DENTISTSRELY ON THE DENTISTS
YOUR NEIGHBORS TRUSTYOUR NEIGHBORS TRUST

And See Why We Have Nearly 500 5-Star Google Reviews And See Why We Have Nearly 500 5-Star Google Reviews 

 • Exams & Cleanings
 • Same-Day Crowns
 • Dental Implants
 • Cosmetic & Aligners
 • Periodontal Treatment/
Gum Grafting

Call to make an appointment today 
at 904.389.1376 and visit 
BerdyDentalGroup.com. 
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4522 IRVINGTON AVENUE 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210

(904) 900-1671
MACKMOTORWERKS.COM

EUROPEAN
AUTO REPAIR
We are a full service automotive repair facility specializing in European  
performance and exotic vehicles. Let’s work together to protect your investment.  
Call us today to schedule an appointment!

The Salem Centre auditorium was filled to 
capacity on June 4 during a D-Day Tribute to 
Our Heroes hosted by We Can Be Heroes 
Foundation. Purple Heart veteran Frank 
Purpura, from Jacksonville, was the guest of 
honor. 

Purpura is an active member of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 524. Al 
Ferraro, Jacksonville City Council member, 
District #2, presented Frank Purpura with a 
Certificate of Commendation for his service 
to veterans and the community. 

“Thank you for being here today.  I am 
humbled to be remembered and be in the 
presence of so many heroes,” Purpura said. 

When World War II veteran Purpura was 
18 years old, he was aboard the LST 356 while 
his ship and many other ships loaded with 
men, supplies and ammunition began their 
deployment to France’s beaches in terrible 
stormy weather for the D-Day invasion on 
June 6, 1944. Purpura was struck with shrapnel 
from flying debris, patched up and quickly 

returned to duty. As a Higgins boat driver, he 
then made over 50 trips between Utah, Sword 
and the other Normandy beaches. The LST 
356 participated in several different actions 
earning three battle stars. 

Several unsung heroes were recognized for 
their sacrifices by We Can Be Heroes Foundation 
President Beth Heath and the foundation’s 
national spokesman, C.S. Bennett. Each of 
the following unsung heroes was presented 
the foundation’s Thanks to the Unsung Hero 
Who Lives Here yard sign: the late Jacksonville 
Navy Chief Petty Officer Clarence Roach, 
Maryland’s Volunteer Extraordinaire Barbara 
Montgomery, Jodi Tipton from Jacksonville 
and Carolyn Bennett from Interlachen.

Police and community heroes were recognized 
as well. Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Assistant 
Chief Chris King introduced 2021 Police Officer 
of the Year Jean Kleber and Assistant Chief 
Josh Benoit introduced the 2021 Corrections 
Officer of the Year Edwin Rivera.

Retired Navy captain and historian James 
Ransom III presented stories and pictures of 
the D-Day invasion, Unsung Heroes of the 
invasion and the founding of the National 
D-Day Memorial in Bedford, Va. The Atlantic 
Coast Young Marines presented colors and 
the Let Freedom Sing Choir performed. 

BY KAREN RIELEY 
Resident Community News

D-Day Tribute honors local heroes

Following the Heroes of D-Day presentation, police and community heroes were recognized. Pictured from the 
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office are Assistant Chief Josh Benoit, Assistant Chief Chris King, We Can Be Heroes Foundation 
President Beth Heath, 2021 Police Officer of the Year Jean Kleber, Officer Hartt and 2021 Corrections Officer of the Year 
Edwin Rivera

Purple Heart Chapter 524 members

Al Ferraro, Jacksonville City Council member, District 2 
(right), presents Frank Purpura, D-Day Purple Heart 
veteran and guest of honor, with Jacksonville City 
Council’s Certificate of Commendation for his service to 
veterans and the community

Takima Porter-Roach accepts recognition by Beth Heath, We 
Can Be Heroes Foundation president, of her husband, the 
late Jacksonville Navy Chief Petty Officer Clarence Roach as 
a role model, community volunteer and mentor

Beth Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation president (left), 
and C.S. Bennett, We Can Be Heroes Foundation national 
spokesman (right) recognize Maryland’s Volunteer 
Extraordinaire, Barbara Montgomery for 54 years of 
volunteer work in establishing and serving the Waldorf 
Little League and volunteering with a senior center, doing 
public library book sales, fundraising for a rural carriers 
charity and serving as judge for an Election Precinct

Beth Heath, We Can Be Heroes Foundation president (right) 
recognizes Carolyn Bennett (left), from Interlachen, as a 
visionary leader and volunteer for decades in 20 community 
service and government organizations for the youth, elderly 
and those in physical or spiritual need
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THE WAY WE WERE

BY MARY WANSER 
Resident Community News

a section where females could sit separate 
from the males. “We were segregated,” she 
said.

The family settled in Deerwood once their 
home construction was complete. Back then, 
the neighborhood consisted of over 10,000 
acres of woods, some of it swampy, with only 
25 or so houses built on dirt roads. There wasn’t 
a grocery store in sight. And all the lakes were 
loaded with alligators. Armadillos, deer, and 
boar pigs rambled the golf course. “It was 
kinda like the Wild West here,” Dorion said.

She and her husband would encounter 
snakes on their walks through the acreage. 
Their kids’ entertainment at night was hunting 
the grounds with flashlights and fetching golf 
balls from the lakes, which disconcerted Dorion, 
considering the abounding wildlife. On occasion, 
a buffalo would roam the streets, having escaped 
from the yard of the Davis family, the ones who 
eventually gave a lot of their land to Mayo Clinic. 

In the 1970s, Southside Boulevard had only 
two lanes. It was a safe and friendly area. Dorion 
would bike and wave to neighbors as she rode. 

“There was no worry about traffic. But eventually 
all of that changed,” she said.

Dorion holds an active license as a graduate 
nurse and is co-founder of Jacksonville’s 
Volunteers in Medicine Clinic. She is one of 
the early founding members of Hospice of 
Northeast Florida, recalling its humble beginnings 
with a table, a chair, and one file cabinet under 
the stairs in the Red Cross building on Riverside 
Avenue. Dorion has also worked at Riverside 
and Hope Haven Children’s Hospitals among 
others.

 Although her registered nursing license was 
transferable from Puerto Rico, her teaching 
license was not. In 1972, Dorion began taking 
classes at the University of North Florida (UNF) 
to be re-certified in the state as a special 
education teacher. UNF was totally unknown 
at that time. The school was a single building 
on a dirt road in the woods. “It was another 
Wild West,” Dorion said. The staff was so small 
that the teachers were also the administrators. 
Today, Dorion considers some of them her 

friends, as together they had instituted the 
school’s athletic department in the early 80s.

While Dorion’s four children were attending 
Jacksonville Episcopal High School, she had 
the opportunity to meet parents from Ortega, 
St. Augustine, and other areas. But it wasn’t 
common in those days for ladies to mingle too 
far outside one’s local neighborhood. By her 
late 30s, Dorion had become bored with the 
local women’s tennis scene—she had been a 
ranked player when she lived in California and 
in Puerto Rico; so, she began running 
track with her youngest son. “That’s 
when I realized what bad shape I was 
in. I was huffing and puffing,” she 
said. Dorion vowed that she would 
one day run a marathon.

She became involved with the 
Jacksonville Track Club and Fun Run 
events at what was then called 
Jacksonville Community College (JCC). 
She helped organize the first River Run. 
While working on her fitness, Dorion 
simultaneously worked on her career, 
heading a summer day camp at 
Jacksonville Country Day School for 
children with learning disabilities. She 
ran Kadis Learning Center in Orange 
Park for a time and taught at Hope 
Haven. She also supported her husband 
with his family’s business, including 
growing the bottling plant on Ocean 
Way in Northside, which began as a 
trailer in the woods when they first 
arrived in Jacksonville, one that served 
as a quality control laboratory.

After suffering a running injury, Dorion 
became an avid cyclist. She amended her vow 
from a marathon to a triathlon. The only issue 
was that she wasn’t a swimmer. So, she joined 
the Y in Riverside and learned in the pool there 
before hiring a private coach. She was over 40 
when she completed her first triathlon locally 
in 1980, using a red 3-speed Schwinn. She was 
51 when she completed the Ironman in Hawaii 
in 1985, placing 6th.

Dorion remained a member of the USA 
Triathlon Team for 17 years. She headed the 
World Triathlon Women's Committee for a 
time and co-authored Beyond Triathlon: A 
Dual Memoir of Masters Women Athletes, 
which is currently being adapted into a 
documentary film.

Today, Dorion is near 90 years old. In addition 
to being a retired teacher, a former triathlete, 
and a nurse who still offers sports medicine 
consulting, Dorion is an artist. Many might 
recognize her from a recent exhibit she held 
at St. John’s Cathedral. As far as creative training, 
Dorion took whatever art classes she could as 
electives while she majored in nursing.

Dorion still resides in the same Deerwood 
house, and she has three grandchildren scattered 
throughout the country. Her husband of sixty-
three years succumbed to cancer in 2021. As 
a nurse, she had always told her kids, “If you 

don’t have your health, you don’t have anything.” 
Dorion misses his sense of humor.

She continues to live out the philosophy she 
shared with her husband: It’s more blessed to 
give than to receive. She has eight endowed 
scholarships at UNF, several at Columbia 
University School of Nursing—her alma mater, 
and a few at Williams College. There’s an 
established scholarship program for the children 
of their Bacardi employees.

She has been, and remains, involved with 
committees too many to mention and served 
on a long list of community Boards. Dorion is 
still passionate about trying to gain equality 
for women in sports. She put in much effort 
on Title IX issues back in the 70s and now 
communicates with people in decision-making 
positions, even in Europe, regarding the current 
transgender issues in sports. “We still don’t 
know how it’s all going to shake out,” she said. 
But she plans on sticking around to find out.

Dottie S. 
Dorion

Dottie Dorion is a Long Island native, born 
Dorothy Simpson in Floral Park, New York in 
1934, but she has lived in Jacksonville for over 
five decades. She came here in 1971 from Puerto 
Rico so that her husband, George, could build 
a laboratory for his family’s company, Bacardi. 
Prior to their stint in Puerto Rico, the couple 
and their four children —Mark, Christopher, 
Timothy, and Lisanne—had lived in several 
other locales throughout the US. 

They came here at the urging of Charlie 
Towers, the legendary lawyer and civic leader. 
For shipping purposes, Bacardi needed a body 
of water and a railway station. Jacksonville had 
both in addition to lots of reasonably priced 
land. At the welcoming party that Towers had 
insisted on, Dorion was “blown away” by the 
fanciness of it all—the elaborate spread, the 
enormous bouquets, the beehive hairdos. She 
realized then that even the attire was quite 
different in the South than anywhere else they 
had lived.

For their first six months in Jacksonville, the 
Dorions stayed at Baymeadows, which was 
made up of one gas station and a single housing 
complex. The apartments there were all one-
bedroom layouts, so the Dorions rented two. 
Half the family lived in one apartment and half 
in the second.

“When we moved here, all the stores were 
downtown, all of them. Nothing was convenient. 
And our only restaurant was The River Club, 
but women weren’t allowed to be members 
there at that time,” Dorion said. She recounted 
lunchtimes when a curtain would cordon off 

The Dorion family

Dottie Dorion, 2015 Rowing Championship

Columbia University School of Nursing, 1957

Dottie and George Dorion engagement, 1957

Dottie Dorion painting, 2022
Dottie Dorion kayaking on lake
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Edward L’Engle Baker, affectionately 

known as Ted, peacefully passed on 

April 28, 2022. The 87-year-old was from 

several generations of Ortega Baker 

family members. A great contributor 

to local, state, and regional causes, he 

was the most senior member of 

Jacksonville’s Baker dynasty.

A lifetime resident of Jacksonville, 

Baker was schooled in Virginia and 

North Carolina where he was a track 

star before serving in the United States 

Marine Corps from 1957 to 1960. He 

attained First Lieutenant rank before 

returning home to Jacksonville and 

beginning a half-century-long career 

in the construction materials and mining 

industries, working alongside generations 

of family members at Shands & Baker, 

Florida Rock Industries, and Patriot 

Transportation Holding. He served in 

superior-level capacities in these 
companies—President, CEO, Chairman.

Baker is credited for much of the growth 
and expansion throughout the 1970s of 
Florida Rock, which basically began as 
a sand pit owned by his father in 1929. 
Baker’s contributions and accomplishments 
in the industry did not go unnoticed. He 
received the Florida Trucking Association’s 
Man of the Year Award in 1984 and was 
inducted into the Pit & Quarry Hall of 
Fame in 2022. Baker retained active 
interest in the family business and its 
subsidiaries until his end.

As dedicated as Baker was to his career, 
he was dedicated to his community, 
locally and beyond. Throughout the 
years, he held seats on the boards of 
The Jacksonville Port Authority, 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, 
Orange Bowl Committee, Florida Council 
of 100, The Florida Chamber of Commerce, 
Davidson College, and many more. A 
golf enthusiast, he held membership 
at multiple clubs, including Timuquana, 
Ponte Vedra Inn, Tournament Players, 
Roaring Gap in North Carolina, and 
founding membership at Pablo Creek.

Baker was predeceased by his wife of 
54 years, Ann McDonald Baker. He was 
father to four and grandfather to 10.

A formal service was held at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church on Oxford Avenue, 
where Baker was a member. It was 
followed by a reception, attended by 
family, friends, and associates. Memorial 
gifts are being accepted by St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Garden Fund.

Edward “Ted” L’Engle Baker
FEBRUARY 2, 1935 TO APRIL 28, 2022

IN MEMORIAM

Larger than life is now in heaven dancing 

with the Angels 

Dean was born in Chicago to Dr. Jacob 

Abraham Glassman, MD and Elinor 

Goodman, and grew up in Miami Beach 

where he excelled in sports and mischief. 

Like his older sister, Marsha Glaziere, 
he had a passion for art and sculpture. 

The ever-popular Dean attended the 
University of Florida to study architecture 
and was a member Tau Epsilon Phi 
fraternity. Following his summer intern-
ship under award-winning architect 
Paolo Soleri, Dean had a change of heart 
and decided to follow the advice of his 
big brother, Dr. Stuart Glassman. Dean 
studied medicine at the University of 
Michoacán in Morelia, Mexico.  

Dean thrived in Morelia for seven 
years and founded the rural area’s first 
health clinic in La Mora. Following 
medical school, he entered surgical 
training at Georgetown University and 
elected to specialize in plastic surgery 
at University Hospital in Jacksonville, Fl. 
He pursued a Craniofacial fellowship at 
Johns Hopkins/ University of Maryland 
Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore, 

where Dean met his wife Lisa, a com-
passionate nurse and love of his life for 
over 34 years.   

Dean returned to Mexico to work with 
world renowned plastic surgeon Fernandez 
Ortiz Monasterio. Dean became Chief 
of Plastic Surgery at University of Florida, 
Jacksonville. Eventually, Dean established 
his own private practice in Jacksonville 
where he has long been a leader in the 
medical community. Dean is especially 
known for coordinating a team of medical 
professionals who performed countless 
cleft lip and palate operations around 
the world and in Jacksonville which 
changed the lives of hundreds of 
children. 

His legacy lives on through his chil-
dren— Sienna Graulich, a teacher of 
children who is married to James Graulich-

-loving parents of grandson James Dean; 
Dr. Gabriella Glassman, a plastic surgery 

resident at Emory in Atlanta; Julian 
Glassman who is in Wake Forest’s 
Physician Assistant program; and Jacob 
Dean Glassman who recently graduated 
from University of Georgia and is now 
applying to medical school.  The rest of 
Dean’s story can be found in his auto-
biography entitled “It Must Have Been 
A Case Of Mistaken Identity.” 

Dean loved his patients with all of his 
huge, humanitarian benevolent heart. 
He gave children a chance at a normal 
life by repairing their congenital abnor-
malities and cleft lips and palates. 

Dean’s friends and family celebrated 
his life as a generous and gifted healer, 
artist, inventor, tree surgeon, and lover-
of-life on Saturday, June 18th at Hardage-
Giddens, Oaklawn Legacy Lodge, 4801 
San Jose Boulevard.

Donations may be made in Dean's 
honor at:  www.themosesproject.org

R. Dean Glassman M.D.

Raymond Lamar Walden passed away 

on June 11, 2022 at the age of 81.  He 

is survived by his wife, Susan Walden, 

daughter Lori Ann Mortensen (Ken), 

son Raymond L. Walden, II (Dianah), 

son Henry K. Brown (Jennifer), son 

Daniel A. Brown (Jacqueline), ten 

grandchildren and eight great-

grandchildren.  He is pre-deceased 

by his father Eugene Franklin Walden, 

mother Bessie Haisten Lust, brother 

Mike Lust, and sister Charlotte Lust.

Ray graduated from the NECA-IBEW 

Electrical Apprentice Program in June 

1963 and was a long-time member of 

IBEW Local 177.  He was a legend at 

Miller Electric Company where his 

career spanned 47 years until his 

retirement in 2004.  He mentored 

generations of electricians and project 

managers, and his work set the standard 

for field leadership and project 
management at the company. 

Ray was always active and loved 
playing tennis, running, and fitness 
training.  It was always important to 
him to be the best that he could be, 
whether it was in his work or play.  One 
of his proudest accomplishments was 
running the Marine Corp Marathon 
in Washington, DC at age 50.  He also 
became a champion ballroom dancer 
after age 50.  After he retired he became 
a competitive trap shooter.  He competed 
at all levels of the sport, including the 
world championships for many years.  

Ray loved to travel with his wife 
Susan.  After his retirement they 
traveled all over the world, his favorite 
places were Rome, Italy, New Zealand, 
and Bora Bora. 

Ray was an avid University of Florida 
football fan.  He loved the Gators, and 
traveled to every National Championship 
game.  

His greatest accomplishment was 
as a world champion grandfather.  It 
was an honor he wore proudly and 
his love for his grandchildren can 
never be replicated.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to Community Hospice 
& Palliative Care, 4266 Sunbeam Road, 
Jacksonville, FL 32257 or give online 
at support.communityhospice.com

A memorial service for Raymond 
was held Monday, June 20, 2022 at at 
Hardage-Giddens, The Oaklawn 
Chapel, 4801 San Jose Boulevard.

Raymond Lamar Walden 
OCTOBER 30, 1940 TO JUNE 11, 2022 
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Kernan R. Hodges
SEPTEMBER 25, 1937 - June 12, 2022

Kernan R. Hodges, 84, of Jacksonville 
passed away peacefully at her home 
on June 12, 2022.  A native of Franklin, 
Tennessee and lifelong equine 
enthusiast, by her teenage years, 
she was already widely known for 
her equestrian expertise.  She was 
a founding member of the Middle 
Tennessee Pony Club, the first such 
club chartered by the United States 
Pony Club, where she was the 
first member in the United States 
to earn an “A” rating.  Later, after 
studying equitation at Southern 
Seminary in Buena Vista, Virginia, 

she returned to Nashville to complete her education at Peabody Teacher’s 
College.  In 1962, she moved to Jacksonville to accept a job managing the 
newly-established Deerwood Riding & Hunt Club, where she worked until 
shortly after her marriage to George H. Hodges, Jr. three years later.  

In 1966, Kernan and George founded the aptly-named Deep Forest Stables, 
Inc. located in the heart of the Hodges family’s 5,000 acre timberland 
property on the south side of Jacksonville where she personally directed 
the raising, training and boarding of Hunter-Jumpers.  There, Kernan’s 
down-to-earth personality and countenance of a Southern matron were 
evident alongside her willingness to do the physical labor necessary for the 
wellbeing of her horses and the land she lived on. 

In 1968, she helped establish the North Florida Hunter-Jumper Association 
and thereafter served on its Board of Directors for near fifty years.  She was 
an “A” rated judge, Life Member of the American Horse Shows Association, 
and a member of the Thoroughbred Owners & Breeders Association and 
the United States Equestrian Team.

Anyone who knew Kernan quickly came to accept her complete and never-
ending devotion to husband George, and in their 54 years of marriage, they 
never spent a night apart.  Together, they traveled the Hunter-Jumper Horse 
Show circuit for a number of years, enjoyed various athletic activities and 
shared hands-on management of the family holdings in Florida and across 
the country.  As an active business partner with George, she served as a 
corporate officer and Director of Hodges Blvd. Development Group, Inc., Glen 
Kernan Realty, Inc., Excel Air, Inc., Fox Air, Inc. and various other enterprises. 

Through the years, Kernan and George continued the Hodges family’s 
philanthropic support of numerous benevolent and educational 
organizations, including among others, Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville University 
and the University of North Florida, The Bolles School, Children’s Home 
Society and Hodges Boulevard Presbyterian Church.  In 2016, they were 
named to the UNF Athletics Department’s Hall of Fame for their contribution 
and development of the Hodges Track & Field Stadium and the Browning 
Rehab Center located at the stadium.

In addition to her husband George, she was preceded in death by her 
parents, Clair D. and Elizabeth Faw Regen, and sister Betty Claire Regen 
(ABe) Cathey, all of Franklin, Tennessee.  She is survived by a nephew, John 
Regen (Leia) Cathey of Jacksonville, and niece Carrie Elizabeth Melson of 
Franklin, Tennessee, in addition to a great niece and nephew and numerous 
cousins.

A private funeral service and internment was held at the family mausoleum 
with Rev. Thomas Borland officiating.  Honorary pallbearers were Leonard 
L. Abess, Lloyd E. “Gene” Barton, Jr., Dr. A.W. “Buster” Browning, Jr., Gen. 
Douglas Burnett, Michael W. Garrett, Phillip W. Gibson, Paul M. Harden, 
John H. “Johnny” Randolph and Thomas C. Rorrer. In lieu of flowers, gifts 
can be made to Hodges Boulevard Presbyterian Church or Community 
Hospice of Jacksonville.

Hardage-Giddens, The Oaklawn Chapel, 4801 San Jose Boulevard had the 
honor of serving the family.

COMING SOON!
Pending State Board Approval

A beautiful new place to 
celebrate special lives

We’re proud to introduce Hardage-Giddens St. 
Johns Funerals & Cremations to the  
St. Johns community. This beautiful,  
state-of-the-art multipurpose event center 
can accommodate a variety of events, 
including life celebrations, receptions, 
community gatherings and traditional 
funerals. We’ll help you plan a celebration of 
life defined by professionalism, compassion 
and attention to detail that is second to none.

Visit us today for more information.

Hardage-Giddens St. Johns
FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

1285 St. Johns Pkwy.
HGStJohns.com

Jody Brandenburg, President 
Matt Tucci, Director of Operations
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FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

TRADITIONS
R E A L T Y LLC

The dedication, knowledge and experience with Jacksonville real estate is what creates the Traditions Realty difference. 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT at its finest, a cornerstone of our work in residential real estate.
For many years, our team of real estate experts has been serving the area, ensuring assets and investments are handled with care.  

By way of proprietary software, an outstanding team of maintenance and management professionals,  
we provide real estate investors with the highest level of service.

A seamless experience requires the resources, knowledge of market conditions, and experience to get the job done right, from start 
to finish. We are a leader in the industry because we know how to handle any situation you may encounter as a property owner.

TRUST… 
is the cornerstones of our operations – our track record speaks for itself – let us help you manage your assets successfully and seamlessly today.

TRADITIONS… 
are what you’ll pass on, so let us manage the assets that help you build upon the foundation you’ve built – or are currently building – for generations to come.

AT TRADITIONS REALTY, WE ARE JACKSONVILLE EXPERTS 
AND WORK EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE FIRST COAST COMMUNITY.

2304 ERNEST ST - $2,500/mo.
3 BR / 2 BA / 2,439 sqft.

1721 MEMORIAL PARK DR #1 - $2,500/mo.
2 BR / 2 BA / 1,406 sqft.

1815 VAN WERT AVE #7 - $2,150/mo.
3 BR / 2 FBA / 1HB / 1,700 sqft.

3112 RIVERSIDE AVE - $750,000 
5 BR / 4 BA / 3,090 sqft.

1267 DANCY ST - $375,000
2 BR / 1 BA / 1,050 sqft.

5339 COLONIAL AVE - $260,000
2 BR / 2 BA / 1,156 sqft.

2034 HERSCHEL ST - $600,000  
4 BR / 2 FBA / 1HB / 2,672 sqft.
Don’t miss the opportunity to own a piece of Riverside history. This 
Charming Riverside Duplex, in the heart of Riverside’s Historic 5 Points area, 
is loaded with history & charm. This unique property is perfect for anyone 
who wants to Live & Invest in Riverside. Live in one unit and Rent out or Air 
BnB the other unit. The units feature 2 bedrooms, 1 bath ( downstair units 
also has a half bath), Bight and Airy Rooms throughout, Living Room, Dining 
Room, Foyer, Updated Kitchens, Updated Baths, hardwood floors, and 
laundry both units. The property has a beautiful entrance way with wrought 
iron fencing & Brick walk ways, charming garden areas & a Gazebo for 
entertaining. Upstairs has a screened porch across the back & downstairs a 
large open deck. Walking distance to 5 Points & Riverside.
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