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vezzfrom the PUBLISHERS

It seems that just the other day we were contemplating what to name
this newspaper. That was 16 years ago.

Sixteen years of delivering your local paper with pride. Sixteen years
of fostering our deep love for local news and the print medium. And
since the launch of Resident News in January 2007, we've never missed
anissue. That’s 360 straight publications hitting the press on time, and
we're grateful you've given us the opportunity to continue this publishing
tradition in 2023.

We have worked tirelessly to be the reflection of your good works,
to shine the light on our shared value of a deeper connection to
community. And you, the reader, have dug in, shared your news, and
spent your hard-earned money with our advertisers. There isn’t a day
that goes by when we're not thankful for those who have been with
us along this successful journey. This relationship helps make our
community a fantastic place to call home. As entrepreneurs and

publishers, we remain humbled by the grace and courtesy shown to
our fledgling venture, which has grown exponentially through these
many years.

As we shift gears toward 2023, we are pleased to see the return of
annual events, parties and celebrations with family and friends. It is
nice to recognize the good in this world, starting right here in our local
neighborhoods.

With less division, more cohesion, and a goal to strengthen ties
between neighbors, Resident News is thankful to be part of acommunity
that appreciates the value of what we do.

We wish you a Happy New Year full of prosperity and success!
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DCPS approves sex ed supplemental curriculum

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

The Duval County Public Schools (DCPS)
Board recently approved “supplemental health
education materials for reproductive health
and disease prevention” for the 2022-23 school
year.

AtaDec. 6 meeting, board members voted
five-to-two in favor of these supplemental
materials for the district’s elementary, middle
and high schools to complement the state-
approved textbook adopted in 2007.

DCPS Superintendent Dr. Diana Greene
fielded several questions posed by board
members regarding the lessons included in
the supplements and whether or not an opt-out
(or an opt-in) option would be made available
to parents.

Greene confirmed there will be an opt-out
option for parents who do not want their
children participating in the class, emphasizing,
however, that itis a blanket opt-out, not — as
Vice Chairwoman Cindy Pearson (District 3)
inquired, an “ala carte” option to select which
specific lessons are withheld from a child.

“We cannot just say, ‘pick and choose,”
Greene said. “.You're opting out of —Ves, it
is all of it, the reproduction, the instruction
on STDs, HIV. You're opting out of that.”

Greene emphasized these are supplemental
materials, from which certain lessons will be
pulled to complement the textbook already
in use in the district’s health classes and, she
added, not everylesson in those supplemental
texts will be taught.

Greene said, “There are lessons in the book
that we will not teach in our district. That
information will be clearly defined on our
website and, as I stated, parents will know it”
when the opt-out forms are uploaded to their
parent portals.

g

“I'think we have to pass this comprehensive
sex education,” said Board Member Darryl
Willie (District4). “Our kids are talking about
it, they're experiencing it, they have questions
aboutit. This is our responsibility and obligation
to make sure we are educating our youth to
make sure they make healthy decisions and
respect each other for the decisions that other
folks make. That’s the reason why we have
this education and we have professionals to
doit”

Board Members Charlotte Joyce (District
6) and April Carney (District 2) both opposed
the supplemental curriculum, expressing
concern regarding the discussions of gender
identity included in the texts.

“Idon’tbelieve in the state of our world right
now that we need to add this to our curriculum,”
Carney said. “Our children are already being
inundated through social media, through
corporations that are advertising these types
of things. We are creating more confusion and
more mental illness by continuing to promote

something that’s not factual. So for me, I
believe that we can be all-inclusive for every
student by sticking to reproductive health
and HIV and STD prevention.”

When Board Member Lori Hershey (District
7) asked specifically whether gender identity
would be taught from the supplemental
material, Greene responded, “No, we are not
teaching gender [identity] in the middle school.
Do we teach about LGBTQ students that can
be connected to HIV? Yes we do, because that
community of individuals can have a high
risk of contracting HIV. So no, it is not taught
as astandalone...Itis taught related to possibly
contracting a disease.”

The adoption of supplemental materials
must be revisited annually. Typically, it is
introduced in the spring to allow for discussions
into the summer, if necessary, before the
beginning of anew school year. Greene added
the DCPS Board will be revisiting “a statewide
health curriculum adoption” for the 2024-25
school year.
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What are vou most looking forward to for our historic neighborhoods in 20232

Continued investment in our historic
neighborhoods is going to benefit
everyone, and a more stable market
means buyers will have time to make
decisions and sellers will get more
exposure to the marketplace.

The market is returning to equlibrium,
which is a benefit to everyone. | see the
historic areas retaining more of their
value gains than other places because
of the quality of the housing stock and
character of the neighborhoods.

Elizabeth Meux

So many people invested in major
improvements to their historic homes
over the last two years. Riverside,
Avondale, and Ortega have never looked
better. A balanced market will allow
new listings to really shine!

Jacksonville is a net-positive market in
terms of people relocating here. | expect
this trend to continue into the new year,
which should bode well for the historic
neighborhoods. Expect more homes to
become available for sale in the spring.

Ted Miller

Buyers shouldn’t be discouraged by
higher interest rates and should know
they have more leverage in this more
stable market. Sellers should empower
themselves and know what to expect by
getting a pre-listing inspection.

There are some creative mortgage
programs available now so that sellers
can help buyers obtain lower interest
rates for the first two years. Contact
your mortgage lender for details and
get pre-qualified!

Sellers must recognize that the 2021-
2022 market is in the rear view mirror
and recalibrate their expectations.
Buyers should consult with a reputable,
local lender to learn what they can
realistically afford to buy.

Anyone planning to buy or sell in 2023
should take time after the holidays to
clean out clutter, catch up on deferred
maintenance, and make a list of what's |
important to them in their next home.

Tom Sandlin

ALISE FERRANTI ANN ABERCROMBIE ANA JULIAN CARRIE INMAN DOTTIE LOWELL ELIZABETH MEUX GRANT COOPER LESLIE RIOS WILKINS
(904) 434-0767 (904) 382-1346 (904) 449-2596 (904) 707-8038 (904) 535-0136 (904) 704-1576 (904) 878-3529 (904) 476-4188

LINDSEY BARTON NATHAN MILLER SHEILA THOMPSON TED ALEXANDER TED MILLER TOM SANDLIN VIRGINIA OGLETREE WALTER WARE
(904) 318-6911 (904) 465-3001 (904) 625-7476 (904) 334-1892 (904) 463-1731 (904) 237-0458 (904) 545-8609 (904) 759-8882

2905 CORINTHIAN AVENUE e Ortega Village » 904-388-0000
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Source of Murray Hill odor issue still unresolved
City study contlinues

BY KAREN RIELEY
Resident Community News

Since 2018, residents in Murray Hill have
been complaining about noxious odors
they describe similar to the scent of turpentine
that they typically smell late at night, early
in the morning and over weekends. Beginning
in 2021, the complaints dramatically increased
with residents in other urban neighborhoods
such as Ortega, San Marco, Springfield and
Brentwood also complaining about the
smell.

Murray Hill residents contend that the odor

is coming from an IFF factorylocated at 2051
North Lane Avenue, about five miles away.
International Flavors & Fragrances Inc. is a
global fragrance company that uses by-products
from the paper-making process to make
ingredients for fine fragrances and products
for personal, fabric and home care. The sulfur
and turpentine used in its processes are
discharged in wastewater.

“It was a relief to read in Resident News
about the ongoing odor problem, because
now I know this is a real thing and not just
something that only I was experiencing,”

Jessica Jones said. Jones moved in February
to the Westside in the Whitehouse area between
I-95 and SR-23 and north of I-10.

“I know that the smell isn’t natural, because
I getsevere headaches from synthetic fragrances,
and this stink gives me a headache,” she said.

She contacted the City to complain, and a
staff person from the Environmental Quality
Division (EQD) came to her house to follow
up but couldn’t verify the complaint because
she noticed it after work hours.

“On Sundays, in the evenings and most
recently on Thanksgiving Day it was very
strong,” she said.

The City's EQD served IFF with a cease-
and-desist citation on Dec. 11, 2020 and began
working with IFF to resolve the matter. Three
residents of Jacksonville’s historic neighborhoods
filed a civil lawsuit on Jan. 12, 2021.

In July 2021, U.S. District Judge Brian Davis
dismissed the civil lawsuit ruling that it didn’t
belong in a federal court because all parties
involved — both the citizens and the company

— were all Florida residents.

In early 2022, the homeowners filed a class
action lawsuit against IFF. On Sept. 21, Duval
County Circuit Court Judge Robert Dees
dismissed the nuisance lawsuit filed by the
plaintiffs but did not dismiss a negligence
complaint. However, Judge Dees did not
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RIVERSIDE
3338 RIVERSIDE AVE
4BR-5BA- 3,764 SQFT - $1,

dismiss the nuisance complaint with prejudice,
so attorneys were allowed to refile that case
in 21 days.

Meanwhile, in mid-February 2022, the City
of Jacksonville installed sensors throughout
Murray Hill and other locations throughout
the city to help pinpoint the smells' origin
and who or what is responsible for them. It
hired Envirosuite to conduct 24/7 monitoring
through a 12-month study.

The study officially started in April 2022
and is scheduled to be completed a year later
in April 2023. It enables the City to determine
how odors move throughout the area during
the day and night, particularly in early morning,
overnight and on weekends, when its EQD
staff is not physically available to respond
and verify complaints.

Throughout this long aggravation, IFF has
maintained that it is not the source of the
reported odors.

“We are fully cooperating with the City of
Jacksonville and remain in communication
with the City regarding complaints of
objectionable odors,” IFF spokesperson
Michael Munz said.

The City of Jacksonville’s Code of Ordinances
states that it is the City's responsibility to
provide its inhabitants with air that is pure,
wholesome and free from objectionable odors
that cause distaste or annoyance, or which
unreasonably interfere with or impair the full
use, benefit or development of the community.
The Code further describes civil penalties

may be assessed by administrative or judicial
process of up to $10,000 for each violation.
Applicants for a variance who knowingly make
afalse statement or provide false information
and any person who aids or participatesin a
violation will be assessed a civil penalty of
up to $1,000 for each false statement or false
item of information.

Local media, including Resident News,
regularly report on the issue and encourage
residents to call every time they experience
the odor to provide the City with the most
thorough and accurate data possible. The
information gathered will provide valued
feedback to both EQD and the Jacksonville
Environmental Protection Board (EPB).

The monthly data being collected can be
viewed at COJ.net — Urban Odor Study. Total
complaints in the past and current month,
odor events in the past and current month,
complaints by hour of the day and their
locations, number of complaints per day and
top complainants’ addresses are being collected.
For example, the highest number of complaints
in October came from 1754 Edgewood Ave.
S, Jacksonville, FL 32205.

“The study has not been the silver bullet
solution to identifying the source that we all
had hoped for. Several of the sensors have
malfunctioned or been renamed/reassigned,”
Josh Gellers, Ph.D. LEED Green associate and
associate professor of political science &
public administration for UNE, said. “It would
be hard at this point to distinguish one precise

&1 Learnmore:
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location where the chemical smell is emanating
from. For instance, the last update from the
October Environmental Protection Board Air
Branch report states that 'several of the VOC
sensors have been reporting erroneous data.
Envirosuite is considering replacing the
affected sensors.”

Geller reports that EPB is taking action
against IFF for confirmed complaints made
in September and October of 2021 that
has now reached the stage of a consent
order. The order requires IFF to install a
hex floating cover on its wastewater tank
and lists a compliance plan settlement fee
of $14,997 to be paid to the City of
Jacksonville.

In response to questions by Resident News
about the status of the study, Caroline Adkins,
public relations specialist for the City, said,

“All reports are available at COJ.net — Urban
Odor Study. We will not have full results until
the 12 months are up and it would be premature
to comment prior to that."

“We have seen a decrease in calls and emails
with complaints about odor. We encourage
neighbors to continue to report odors
immediately when they smell them by phone
or electronically,” said Randy DeFoor, City
Council member for District 14, which includes
Murray Hill.

Call 630-CITY (2489) or submityour complaint
at www.myjax.custhelp.com. Email odor@
ResidentNews.net to help us keep our readers
informed.
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1710 WOODMERE DR - $689,000
3BR-3BA- 2,012 sqft + Guesthouse
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2BR-2BA-1,385sqft

3225 ST JOHNS AVE #B - $375,000

WADE GRIFFIN

1661RIVERSIDE AVE, 301 - $699,000
3BR-2BA-1523sqft
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COLDWELL BANKER rewade.com
VANGUARD

REALTY, INC. 904.534.0969

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205
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schedule your screening mammogram with -1"@ —
experience is designed for privacy, speed, today with the Buddy Bus,
comfort and accuracy, so you can cross this Baptist Health’s mobile

it!
resolution off your list in 30 minutes or less. mammography unit!

Our expanded hours mean we can get you Visit baptistjax.com/buddy

in sooner. And, most insurance plans cover to learn more and see where the
the cost — but options are available if you Bl [B1VS (5 G vEng M
don't have insurance. To see if you qualify for

a free mammogram and to learn more, visit

baptistjax.com/buddy.

So why wait? Give yourself and loved ones
peace of mind this year.

Baptist Health has seven screening locations plus

a mobile mammography bus. To schedule your .
mammogram, please call 904.202.2222 or visit BAPTIST
baptistjax.com/3Dmammo. UV HEALTH
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Groundwork Jacksonville awarded major grant for waterways restoration
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation issues huge sum for local projects

BY KAREN RIELEY
Resident Community News

Groundwork Jacksonville has been awarded
$5,848,900 through the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) National
Coastal Resilience Fund. The grant will
complete the design and permitting for the
ecological restoration of Hogans Creek.

The project's goal is to reduce flooding,
improve water quality, create habitat for
fish and wildlife and provide nature-based
recreation along the planned Emerald Trail.

“The Emerald Trail Project and the
restoration of Hogans and McCoys creeks
are going to be game changers for the
downtown experience and economy,” said
Mayor Lenny Curry.

Preference was given to nature-based
projects that show clear benefits in terms
of reducing current and projected threats
to coastal communities, improve habitats
for fish and wildlife, benefit underserved
communities, directly engage community
members in project design and implemen-
tation and can be scaled for broader impact
through integration into other government
plans, programs or policies. Groundworks
Jacksonville's was among the largest grants
awarded.

“We are thrilled to receive this major grant
award from NFWF as it will enable us to
accelerate and complete the Hogans Creek

restoration design,” said Kay Ehas, CEO of
Groundwork Jacksonville.

Groundwork Jacksonville is the City's of
Jacksonville’s nonprofit partner in building
the Emerald Trail and restoring Hogans
Creek and McCoys Creek.

Hogans Creek is a 2.6-mile tidal and
freshwater urban creek that begins at the
CSX Railroad, just north of the S-Line Rail
Trail, and flows south to the St. Johns River
at the Shipyards. Hogans Creek frequently
floods and is a top priority for the City’s
Local Mitigation Strategy, just behind
McCoys Creek.

The stream restoration work will restore
organic beds and banks and return the
creek to a more natural meandering pattern
and flow. Additionally, two sections that
are currently buried in culverts will be
daylighted. The plan also proposes the
addition of two city parks along the creek.

Throughoutthe design process, Groundwork
actively engaged residents of Springfield,
Historic Eastside and the Cathedral District,
and other stakeholders in Task Force
meetings, creek walks, public meetings,
and the Hogans Creek Fest to gather
community input that was incorporated
into the restoration plans.

Therestoration of Hogans Creek is expected
to attract a wide variety of birds. It also will
provide habitat for various amphibians,
reptiles and mammals. Likewise, restored
wetland and marsh areas along the creek
will provide foraging and nursery habitat
for many saltwater gamefish and baitfish.
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Hogans Creek near the Vital Statistics Office in Downtown Jacksonville at 1217 N Pearl St
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Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar

New Beginning Roll

Spicy fresh scallops. Avocado roll with
seared salmon on top and wasabi mayo.

Open 6 Days a Week

Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 11:00am - 10:00pm
Fri.- Sat.: 11:00am - 11:00pm
Sun.: 12:00no0on - 9:00pm
Closed Tuesdays

For Pick-up Call 904.388.5688
ﬁm ......... : orDelwery$ ...............

View Our Menu At SushikoJax.co!ﬁ orderthroug.h DOORDASH

Check out our Organic el

and Vegan Menu "
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Located in the shoppes of Avondale. ébio St. Johns I‘-\ve;

Organic Ingredients!
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4611 Lakeside Drive
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Avondale Office: 3610 St. John’s Avenue 904-394-2316

Ed Alan Megan Mariel Erica Diamond Sonia Wade Glenn
Akers Aptheker Baker Benn Cusimano Davis Deazle De Los Santos Griffin Guiler
904-651-6676 904-982-3950 904-651-2006 703-473-8082 904-728-0981 904-219-0954 954-654-2135 954-439-5208 904-534-0969 904-707-7712

Ethel Tiffany Christina Seth Tina Allison Tripp Rosemarie Keith Robert
Henry Hebert Jenkins Kimball Mattucci Mead Newsom Reynolds Sowin Tayag Van Cleve
904-477-6313 904-855-5495 904-214-6865 904-270-0210 904-710-3641 904-678-7355 904-234-6117 904-553-0015 904-314-4324 904-210-3818 904-535-4420

1661 RIVERSIDE AVE 301 - $699,000
3BR|2BA| 1,523 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969

10202 OLD KINGS RD - $325,000
3BR|2BA| 1,872 SQFT
Listed By Robert B Van Cleve | 904-535-4420

1710 WOODMERE DR - $689,000
3BR|2BA|2,012 SQFT
Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

3338 RIVERSIDE AVE - $1,790,000
4BR|3BA| 3,764 SQFT
Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

3066 VILLA VERA CT - $549,000
3BR|2BA| 1,886 SQFT

Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082

9743 INVENTION LN - $599,000
4BR|2FULLBA|1HB|2201SQFT
Listed By Christina Jenkins | 904-214-6865

2BR|2BA| 1,168 SQFT
Listed By Seth Kimball | 904-270-0210

3BR|2BA]| 1,886 SQFT

| 3072 VILLA VERA CT - $549,000
Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082
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402 E 6TH ST - $395,000
3BR|3BA| 1,944 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676
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3225 ST JOHNS AVE B - $375,000
2BR|2BA| 1,385 SQFT

Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

4253 SAINT JOHNS AVE - $349,900
2BR|1BA|1,122 SQFT
Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

5BR |4 BA|2,935SQFT

| 13165 NOTRE DAME LN - $499,900
Listed By Erica Davis | 904-219-0954
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1661 RIVERSIDE AVE 421 - $335,000 9263 BEAUCLERC CIR E - $645,000 4428 SHIRLEY AVE - $270,000 2000 LIBERTY WAY - $229,900
2BR|2BA| 1,145 SQFT 4BR|3BA|3,461 SQFT 3BR|1BA| 1,035 SQFT 4BR|2BA| 2,052 SQFT

Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676 Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676 Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082 Listed By Christina Jenkins | 904-214-6865

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell @ 1
Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and "We :
Never Stop Moving" are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. it
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Don’t expect the high housing price bubble to burst in 2023

BY MARCIA HODGSON
Communications Director
Northeast Florida Association of REALTORS®

If you are a buyer hoping that the housing
prices might take a dramatic dive in 2023, you
are probably going to be out of luck. Today’s
housing market conditions are fundamentally
different from when the “bubble” burst in
2008, according to National Association of
REALTORS® (NAR) Chief Economist Lawrence
Young, and housing experts in Northeast
Florida tend to agree.

“While there have been some talk suggesting
a ‘bubble’ may burst in 2023, none of the
indicators in Northeast Florida are pointing
in that direction,” said Mark Rosener, president
of the Northeast Florida Association of
REALTORS". “The median price in our region
has remained stable, heading up or down
2-3% month to month for the past six months
or so, and it appears that will remain the
case throughout nextyear. Sellers will need
to turn for advice from a trusted REALTOR®
and to be realistic in their pricing strategy.
Meanwhile, buyers have some wiggle room
to negotiate, again with the counsel of a
REALTOR’® who best understands the hyper-
local marketplace during these extraordinary
times,” he said.

“There is no indication of a widespread
‘bubble burst’ on the horizon,” Rosener
continued. “Inventory is still restricted with
new construction slowing down the pace of

Register here

HOPEHAVEN

WHERE HOPE TRANSFORMS FAMILIES

new builds. Homeowners are reluctant to
give up desirable low mortgage rates to list
their homes unless there is a significant need
to do so. In short, demand has stabilized and
inventory still somewhat restricted. All this
points to a stable median sales price,” he said.

November’s market statistics seem to bear
this out. According to the Northeast Florida
Builders Association, 698 permits were issued
across the region in November, and this is a
significantreduction from the 1,132 that were
issued in October.

with the median days on the market at 51, a
20% increase since October and an active
inventory of 103 homes, a mild 1.9% decrease
since the previous month.

In the Murray Hill, Lakeshore, Hyde Grove,
and Wesconnett neighborhoods, November’s
median sales price for single-family residences
was $250,000, virtually no change from the
month before. Homes spent a median of 40
days on the market, a 25% jump from October.

In San Marco, San Jose, and Mandarin the
median price of single-family homes was

A4

“In general, 2023 should be REFLECTIVE of more historical
seasonality as it relates to the Northeast Florida real
estate market. This should be a welcome RELIEF to both
buyers and sellers as we settle into a more STABILIZED
market. Real estate is still local, in fact, hyper-local.”

—Mark Rosener
President of Northeast Florida Association of REALTORS®

Life skills and job skills training for
students in transition, ages 16-22.
Curriculum includes Self-Advocacy, Goal
Setting, Navigating the Employment
Process, Financial Literacy, Basic Living Skills, Increasing
Independence, and Accessing Transportation Options.
Registering now for the 2023/24 school year.

Does your student have

How can a diploma

Join us Tuesday, Feb. 7, 4:30 p.m.,
or Thursday, Feb. 9, 8:30 a.m. to find out more!

Call today for more info! 904.346.5100

Meanwhile, Northeast Florida’s median
sales price for single-family homes weighed
in at $376,385 in November, a marginal 2%
decline from the previous month. Locally, the
median price for Riverside, Avondale and
Ortega shot up 15.4% to $525,000 in November,

an IEP?

deferral help?

4600 Beach Boulevard,
Jacksonville, FL 32207

904.346.5100 ® Hope-Haven.org
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$376,385 in November, a 2% drop from October.
Meanwhile, the median days on the market
soared 18.4% to 45 days.

“After the frenzied nature of the real estate
market throughout late 2020, all 0of 2021, and
early 2022, the past six-month trendlines of

all the major metrics in the Northeast Florida

point to a more stabilized housing market in

2023, Rosener said. “There is no question

that the spike in mortgage rates throughout

the spring and summer of 2022 along with

other macro-economic factors, such as high

inflation and severelylimited housing inventory,
resulted in decreased buyer demand in the

last half 0f 2022. However, over the past several

weeks the mortgage rate has come down from

highs in the mid 7% range to the mid 6% range,’
he said, "noting that economists project that

mortgage rates may settle in the mid 5% range

by the middle of 2023. As mortgage rates

stabilize so should buyer demand resulting

is stabilized median price.”

As 2023 begins, buyer demand most likely
will settle into a sustainable rate of home
sales both in terms of closed and pending
unit sales and this should continue into 2023
with normal seasonality fluctuation month
to month, he continued, adding that he
anticipates a normal uptick in sales activity
in the spring and summer of 2023 with a
pullback in fall and winter as is normal.

“In 2023, we expect that days on the market
will continue to stretch to perhaps 45 days
and months of supply to move into the four-
month range,” he said.

“In general, 2023 should be reflective of
more historical seasonality as it relates to the
Northeast Florida real estate market. This
should be a welcome relief to both buyers
and sellers as we settle into a more stabilized
market. Real estate is still local, in fact, hyper-
local. The expertise of a NEFAR REALTOR® is
the consumers best friend in navigating the
process and market in 2023
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$14.5 MILLION
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KATHLEEN THOMAS™ V.
GEICO INSURANCE COMPANY

$14.4 MILLION

(VERDICT, 8/5/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: CAR ACCIDENT

*Names changed to protect client privacy

JOHN AND DEBRA SMITH" V.
LOCAL GLASS COMPANY,
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$4.5 MILLION

(SETTLEMENT, 8/17/2021)
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“Names changed to protect client privacy
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The following letter is a response to a letter, written by a reader, regarding a story
in the November edition of Resident News titled “Demolition Ahead for Old Ford
Motor Company Plant”, written by Michele Leivas. We felt it deserved a response
from the Publishers'.

We firmly believe the article took a balanced approach allowing the case of passionate preservationists
to be heard alongside legal representation for the owners [of the Ford Plant] arguing very opposite
positions. We find Michele's story to be carefully curated; any conclusions drawn from the piece were
left for the reader to decide.

While Mr. Poechmann has an opinion about the ‘arc’ of the story, as Publishers, we believe Michele
did a fine job reporting the facts. Whether it is interpreted as unenlightening and ends with a ‘disturbing

conclusion’ about the preservation of structures, or lack thereof, is quite personal in nature.

At Resident News, we serve a portion of the community that's rich in history — from buildings to parks
and interesting people as well. We do our best not to take a position on issues. However, we are also
reflective of our community’s values and traditions and report on related debates when they arise.

The process that plays out between legislators, developers, lobbyists, preservationists, City Council,
and LUZ [Land Use and Zoning] representatives is often difficult to follow; it's not always easy to capture
the breadth of the situation at hand.

We are thankful that Mr. Poechmann took the time to share his knowledge and opinions. We hope
more feedback from readers inspires others to share ideas, curate change, organize and set goals
to engage in the legislative process in the New Year.

I found the arc of Michele Leivas’s piece

“Demolition Ahead for Old Ford Motor
Company Plant” led to a melancholy and
disturbing conclusion for our city. The
piece left me with a distinct feeling Jacksonville
remains unenlightened in identifying
opportunities to make Jacksonville a
destination.

Albert Kahn was a great architect. I studied
him and his buildings in graduate school at
the University of Michigan, where he is
revered for being an expert in industrial
design. Henry Ford was a pioneer of modern
manufacturing and Kahn was Henry Ford’s
architect. It is hard to overstate the impact
of that relationship on the United States in

Sarby oFewelers

OF JACKSONVILLE

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE
FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

the 20th century, and the automobile revolution
led by the Ford Motor Company.
Jacksonville has an Albert Kahn Ford
building. This is like owning a Picasso. Itis
not an imposter, or someone veering from
their lane of expertise—say Michael Jordan
playing baseball or Taylor Swift designing
pottery. This building is a classic vintage of

a famous architect in his prime doing what
he does best. And Jacksonville owns one.
Austin, TX is a hot location now; I visited
recently. Austin is booming and ‘keeps it
weird’ in part by being open minded and
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pushing hard for new businesses to move
into old structures instead of tearing them
down—where a bbq joint will open in a
former Quonset hut, a taco stand in an old
gas station. Austin will demand fifty-foot
trees be balled and moved with cranes to be
replanted. Austin allows food trucks to set
up in unused gravel lots the size of postage
stamps. Austin’s sign ordinance encourages
vintage neon in certain neighborhoods,
instead of backlit plastic and garish LED, and
they don’t guarantee parking for all.

I recently traveled to Washington, D.C.,
which is upgrading in many neighborhoods.
Still, D.C. holds a firm grasp on historic
structures and insists on adaptive reuse. If
an owner wants a seven-story apartment
building, they mustincorporate the four-story
historic boarding school already on site, and
build around and over the existing. I walked
by a church that was a former night club
(sign of the times) on its way to its third use,
but the exterior walls, stained glass, and
unique wrapper were a must-keep demand
by the City for the new project.

There are also medium-sized cities doing
well cashing in on existing historic infrastructure,
creating great neighborhoods by not allowing
solid industrial stock to be razed. Raleigh’s
Warehouse District is enjoying a renaissance
and comes to mind.

I was in Baltimore in August and their
highest rent luxury hotel is not a high rise,
but an adaptive reuse success very similar
to the Ford Motor building on a pier in Fells
Point. Baltimore’s Harbor East, Fells Point,
and Canton neighborhoods command high
rents because they salvaged much of their
abandoned and vacant 100+ year-old wharf
architecture, including uneven cobbled
streets that are not car-friendly. City Council
member Nick Howland’s rationalization for

the Ford building demolition hints that
historic preservation and economic viability
(read: jobs, class A real estate) are mutually
exclusive. Not true. Jacksonville can have
both. Don’t think “either-or”; think “both-
and”. St. Augustine makes economic successes
of buildings from the 1890s, but Jacksonville
gives up on buildings from 1920s.

Authenticity is a key desire today because
our world is getting more generic. Generic
is cheap, imported plastic junk and bulldozing
the unique to put up something that can be
found anywhere. Jacksonville keeps getting
more generic. The Doro project is an example
of this. Jacksonville cannot allow the Doromatic
Building to be demolished and expect to get
anything with one-quarter the design quality,
charm, or character backin return. The same
thing will happen with this Ford Assembly
Plant building.

The developer targeting the Kahn building
says it’s not structurally sound or won't fit
the use. I'serve on acommunity Architectural
Review Board. Our Board is constantly
approached by citizens and builders who
are uncreative and lazy, who would rather
pull a plan out of a book and slap it on a lot
and plead ‘there’s no other way’ than to
spend alittle money on creativity for a superior
product. They want cheap, quick, and easy.
They would rather have an arborist (paid by
the landowner) say a tree is “forked and
uneven” and needs to be taken than to design
around something beautiful, imperfect and
irreplaceable. Which one of us will be a
perfect specimen at 100+ years old? It's no
wonder we flee suburban, clear-cut
neighborhoods and flock to Fort Clinch or
Caroline’s forests of forked and uneven 150+
year old trees.

I don’t know the Kahn building intimately,
but as an architect, | know whatever structural

deficiencies exist in a single-story building

are relatively easy to fix---this is not a high-
rise---and there are multiple ways to do it. I

have been involved with both urban infill in

tight sites, and with projects on the St. Johns

River in Jacksonville. Architects, engineers,
and contractors are skilled enough to build

without bringing down neighboring buildings

as was suggested by the developer. Keep in

mind: it’s not easy or cheap to build on the

river—new or renovation. Whatever failings

the Ford building may have, the new developer
will be dealing with the same type of disruptive,
expensive, and difficult-to-execute foundations

in new construction: driven piles, caissons,
soil stabilization, cranes on barges.

Jacksonville has a real asset now in the
Ford Motor Company building, but only
vague promises of ‘300 high paying jobs’ in
the future. Thinking as an economic
development agent for Jacksonville, the
existing building and its future replacement
are inextricablylinked. It shouldn’t be ‘first
A, then B! I've seen too many trees cut,
buildings razed, and lots left vacant after the
economics for future plans didn’t work. Too
often, the demo happens first, with no recourse
for a project that stalls later. We, the community,
should see the exact quota of jobs. We should
see the salaries. We should see the design
for what will be built: what do we get for what
we are about to give up? And only when the
glossyrenderingis actually designed, engineered
and approved for permit (the built product
always disappoints compared to the sexy
renderings the City approves) should the
Ford building be taken down.

Council Member Danny Becton'’s idea to
accept up to $10,000 from the developer to
capture the building’s demolition must be
a joke. Who will receive any benefit out of
the euthanasia story of the Ford Assembly

Plant building? It’s actually quite perverse
to think the City would memorialize its
mistake by documenting the building’s
demise, as if that somehow makes up or
provides alesson-learned for such a travesty.
Note well: this is not being perpetrated in
ignorance, but with full knowledge the City
is allowing a designated landmark structure
to be torn down. In this arm-wrestling match,
Jacksonville has had the upper hand from
the beginning, and are slowly watching their
arm get bent back for the loss by the property
owner. The owner’s attorneys stole the City’s
girlfriend and are going to send the City a
video of their evening together at the prom!

In Jacksonville, we continue to trade
authenticity for easy. The Ford Motor Company
building is a building, like the Doromatic
before it, you cannot replicate and you cannot
get back. Can the building be saved and
incorporated into a unique project that
satisfies all parties? Most likely. Austin,
Washington, D.C., Raleigh, St. Augustine,
and Baltimore all prove it can be done. Will
it be a challenge? Yes. Will it take money
and creativity and patience? Yes.

The Ford Assembly Plant building is the
hidden treasure pulled out of the attic and
marveled at on Antiques Road Show or Pawn
Stars. If City leadership lacks the vision to
identify and protect prospects like the
Doromatic and Ford that could make
Jacksonville a destination through authenticity,
we will never draw interest from developer
and investor dreamers who can execute
ambitious ideas with these properties. Can
we in Jacksonville finally have some courage
and bold ambitions, and draw a line to stop
provincial concessions like this? Please do
the work. Find a way.

— Lee Poechmann
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BY MICHELE LEIVAS

LOOKING BACK:

1. Jacksonville’s Bicentennial

It’s been a big year for our city. Your 200th birthday only comes once and the City did not miss the opportunity
to celebrate in style. The Resident reported, “Thousands of Jacksonville residents lined the streets downtown
on June 11th to celebrate 200 years of the River City’s rich history.” These celebrations included fireworks,
a parade, and live music. Local institutions, like the Museum of Science and History, hosted historical
exhibits showcasing our city’s first two centuries. Happy birthday, Jacksonville!

2.The Herschel Street Roundabouts

These roundabouts stretch back beyond this last year
— backto 2020, in fact, when The Resident first reported e
discussions about the traffic features — but 2022 can
lay claim as the year the roundabout construction
officially began and ended. This past November, the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) completed
the asphalt stamping on the roundabouts’ truck apron
; and, after a series of inspections, wrapped the final
Jacksonville residents celebrated their city’s bicentennial last summer. component of the State Road 211 (St. Johns Avenue)
from Herschel Street to Canterbury Street Intersection
Improvements Project.

The start of a new year is a combination of closure and anticipation.
In that blink of a moment between 11:59:59 and 12:00:00, we bid 3. Shoppes East San Marco
farewell to the old year, sometimes closing the door gently Ifmedals were being handed out for most anticipated

. . . . . construction, the Shoppes East San Marco would
behind us, other times slamming it and embrace the beautiful probably take home the gold. Discussions about the

(terrifying?) unknown of a fresh 12 months. Herschel Street roundabouts may date back to 2020,

Itis also a time for reflection and we at The Resident are taking but the recently-opened Publix at the new shopping
center at Hendricks Avenue and Atlantic Boulevard
have been talked about since 2002. At the Aug. 11 grand

_ opening event, The Resident interviewed a pair of 15 porschel street Roundabouts are now complete, with the
the coming year. 18-year-olds who said they’d been waiting for that day last work on them being completed in November.

this opportunity to look back at some of the events of 2022 while
turning a keen eye to some of what we can look forward to in

Edwards &/ Ragatz, ra.

| —

Personal Injury and Commercial Trials

Unmatched Compassion.
Record-Setting Results.

One of the largest injury judgments in
Florida’s history: $228 million

Tom and Eric are Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyers that have been
named as a Tier 1 firm in Jacksonville in both Medical Malpractice and
Personal Injury by U.S. News - Best Lawyers® in 2022.

OM EDWARDS
Call Tom or Eric Today R, (904) 399-1609

We Handle: Our Promise:

- Medical Malpractice We understand the incredible challenges our

- Personal Injury clients face when dealing with an injury or

- Wrongful Death death. Don't do it alone. Our talented team will
- Car & Truck Accidents help you through every step of the legal process
- Nursing Home Abuse and fight for the compensation you deserve.

- And more... Schedule your free case consultation today.

4401 Salisbury Rd., Suite 200, Jacksonville, FL 32216

www.edwardsragatz.com ERIC RAGATZ




JANUARY 2023 | RESIDENTNEWS.NET RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS | 13

quite literally their entire lives. More businesses will soon be joining Publix
in the new shopping center, including Orangetheory Fitness, Crumbl Cookies,
St. Johns Eye Associates, Gemma Fish + Oyster and Foxtail Coffee.

4.Memorial Park Restoration
Memorial Park pays tribute to Florida’s fallen soldiers in World War I.
“Spiritualized Life” the famous sculpture by Charles Adrian Pillars, stands
before the St. Johns River, the park’s guardian and icon. This year, in
anticipation of its own centennial anniversary in 2024, Memorial Park
underwent restorations to bring back its original, early 20th century grandeur.
The Resident reported on the construction last August as part of the Memorial
Park Association’s “Master Plan,” established in 2013. The construction gates
were removed later in the year and now park visitors can do their own small
time traveling by visiting this beautifully restored park.

5. USS Orleck

A proud military city, Jacksonville celebrated the highly anticipated arrival
of the USS Orleck, retired destroyer turned museum. The Orleck arrived in
Jacksonville in March and officially opened to the public in September. As
The Resident reported in its October issue, the opening of the Orleck was
like a dream come true for Jacksonville Naval Museum President Daniel
Bean.

Publix celebrated the grand opening of its long-awaited San
Marco location at the Shoppes East San Marco in September.

6. Borowy Family Children’s Critical Care Tower

Wolfson Children’s Hospital and Baptist Health celebrated the opening of
the new Borowy Family Children’s Critical Care Tower in April last year. The
tower consists of five floors for “dedicated intensive care for the region’s
children,” The Resident reported. It was made possible through a “landmark
donation” from the Borowy Family Foundation, received in 2021. In November,
the Borowy Family was recognized at the Association of Fundraising
Professionals (AFP) FL, First Coast Chapter’s National Philanthropy Day

Perits ”Muster Plan,” the Memurral Park Assocrutron oversaw . . . K
Luncheon and awarded its Outstanding Philanthropist award.

renovations of the iconic park last summer to restore it to its [ z R — -
original grandeur. The USS Orleck officially opened to the public in September.

LOOKING FORWARD:

7. One Riverside Groundbreaking
Last year marked the end of an era for Jacksonville as it bid farewell to the
Florida Times-Union building at 1 Riverside Avenue. Demolition of the
building took place last spring and September saw a groundbreaking
ceremony for the incoming mixed-use development named, aptly, One
Riverside. In its October issue, The Resident reported the first of three
constructions phases will include a restaurant and 270 residential units
“while also enhancing connectivity and access to the Riverwalk.” Retail space,
a Whole Foods Market and a city park are also planned for One Riverside.

One Riverside celebrated its groundbreaking ceremony in Arendering of the completed RiversEdge: Life on the St. Johns. Render provided
8. RiversEdge - Life on the St. Johns September. by Preston Hollow Community Capital, LLC.

Excitement continues to grow for RiversEdge: Life on the St. Johns, the
Southbank project currently under construction at the vacant lot once
belonging to JEA. After the project ceremoniously broke ground in May
2021, infrastructure work has been underway for much of 2022. In a June
article last year, The Resident reported vertical construction will begin
once the infrastructure is completed. Preston Hollow Community Capital,
LLC is the project’s developer. The Resident reported, “Once completed,
the 32-acre expanse is expected to offer 200,000 square feet of office space
and 134,000 square feet of retail space as well as 950 residential units,147
hotels rooms and a 125-slip marina.”

9. Jacksonville Historical Society’s Music Museum

Last year, the Jacksonville Historical Society (JHS) shared conceptual
renderings for the Jacksonville Area Music Museum (JAMM), to be housed
in what will be the converted and refurbished Florida Casket Company
building. According to the JHS website, the Downtown Development
Review Board gave final approval for the design plans and “construction
will begin immediately upon issuance of building permits.” The historic,
100-plus-year-old building will be the perfect venue to showcase Jacksonville’s
rich, musical history for residents and visitors.

10. The HUB - Brooklyn

Plans to transform a former Studebaker warehouse into the HUB - Brooklyn,
a “pedestrian oasis,” are more than two years in the making, but architect
Joe Cronk said site work was expected to begin by the end of 2022, early
January with hopes to be open by the end of the year. Cronk is part of Cronk
Duch and CD+urban, the project’s architecture firm and development
group, respectively. Also involved with the project is partner Southern
Grounds & Co., which will open a new coffeehouse there along with several
other dining options with the bulk of the seating al fresco.

11. RD River City Brewery Apartments

Jacksonville bid farewell to another landmark locale last year as the

shuttered River City Brewery was demolished to make way for the RD River

City Brewery. The restaurant closed in July 2021 and a year later, demolition

began to clear the site for the incoming apartments and restaurant

development. In August, The Resident reported, “Miami-based developer
Related Group plans to replace the former restaurant with RD River City
Brewery, an eight-story residential complex with on-site restaurant space.”
Downtown Jacksonville’s website states, “The City will finance the restoration

Jucksonvrlle s landmark River Crty Brewery wus demolrshed last summer to make way for RD Rrver Clty Brewery, whrch erI mclude upurtments
of a 29-slip marina and boat ramp at the site.” and a restaurant.
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The Sarah Schwartz Group joins Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty announced
that Sarah Schwartz and Tabitha
Vazquez, The Sarah Schwartz
Group, hasjoined its metropolitan
office with locations in Avondale
and San Marco. Schwartz and
Vazquez come to Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices from
another local brokerage.

“Sarah and Tabitha are adynamic
powerhouse. Sarah is the ultimate
marketing expert who knows
how important it is to nurture
meaningful relationships with
her clients. Tabitha has a strong
legal background and her focus
and determination to help her
clients succeed is just remarkable,
said Josh Cohen, broker/manager
of the metropolitan office of
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty.

For more information, Sarah
can be reached at 904-207-1209,
Sarah@SarahSchwartzGroup.com and SarahSchwartzGroup.com. Tabitha can
bereached at 904-814-1129, Tabitha@SarahSchwartzGroup and SarahSchwartzGroup.
com.

The metropolitan office of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida can
be reached at 904.296.1737, Josh.Cohen@FloridaNetworkRealty.com and
through floridanetworkrealtycareers.com. The offices are located at 3627 St.
Johns Avenue and 1983 San Marco Boulevard.

”
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Literacy Alliance honors volunteer tutor with Linda Moseley Award

The Literacy Alliance of Northeast
Florida recently honored volunteer
tutor Nancy Walker with the inaugural
Linda Moseley Award “in recognition
of going above and beyond the call of
duty” as a tutor.

Linda Moseley is one of the founding
members of what was then known as
Learn to Read Jacksonville. It was
launched in 1969 and since then has
become “the largest adult literacy

. i — - IR program in the community and one
Volunteer and AmeriCorps Coordinator Clara James (left) with of the largest in the state..”

volunteer and Linda Moseley Award recipient Nancy Walker. . . .
Chief Executive Officer Marcus W.

Haile explained that volunteers, like

Walker, are the organization’s “lifeblood,”
the vital component needed to fulfill its mission to the nearly 600 students it serves each
year.

“Nancy, she has always been a wonderful example of volunteer tutors in the sense that she
will always step up when needs go out,” he said. “[She’s] very good with the students just on
a personal level, very good about understanding where they’re coming from, what their
challenges have been and what their goals are and that was what we really wanted to try and
highlight and recognize in giving her this award.”

Walker received the award at a student and tutor celebration event held at the Jessie Ball
duPont Center on Nov. 17. This was the first time the Literacy Alliance has held the event
since before COVID, Haile said, and the first time the Linda Moseley Award had been given.

“Volunteers are a big piece of what we do here — it was pretty much all we did was work
with volunteers,” he said. “..[We] decided it kind of made a lot of sense to have an award
specifically for our volunteer tutors and naming it after Linda in light of her role growing
everything, even as a volunteer herself.”

Walker has been volunteering with the Literacy Alliance for roughly four years now, she
said, and receiving the award was “overwhelming.”

"Just seeing the different people that I work with: the coordinators, the director of the
Literacy Alliance,” she said. “It was just overwhelming and it was much to my surprise, it

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LITERACY ALLIANCE OF

NORTHEAST FLORIDA.

really was.”
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Ask about our pick-up
& delivery service!

WE APPRECIATE
YOUR BUSINESS!

20%0FF

your next dry cleaning order of
$25.00 minimum or more!

Coupon must be presented with incoming order. Offer Expires January 31,
2023; Not valid for employees; Not applicable to household items.

We look good when you look good!

Two Neighborhood Locations
4312 Herschel St. | 389-8233

2255 Oak St. | 387-0415
MON-FRI 8am-6pm | SAT 10am-2pm

WOMEN
with HEART

to benefit Volunteers in Medicine Jacksonville
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Volunteers 2 0

11'1 e 1C1n€ TWENTY YEARS
JACKSONVILLE  OF CARE & HEALING

Kathy Barbour
Providing free quality medical care for Y

Northeast Florida’s working uninsured.
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WHERE YO CAN EXPECT THE UN-EXPECTED

7th Annual Luncheon * Wednesday, February 1, 2023

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. ® Florida Blue Conference Center

Camille Harrison

Christine Smith Cindy Stover
Sponsors
. - Dr. Jim and Mary Burt
Florida Blue Dottie Dorion (p,

Shavondra Huggins, DNP, APRN ‘ Amber L. Isley, MD Akilah J. Pope, MD

In the pursuit of health Helen Morse and Fritz Skeen

For sponsorship or ticket information call 904.399.2766 Ext 123# « VIMJax.org
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ElderSource recognizes award winners during annual
"ANight with the Stars" event

EdlerSource CEO Linda Levin (left) and Humana’s Principal Population Health Strategist for Humana's Bold Goal
Initiatives Paul Sapia (right) present the 2022 Delores Barr Weaver Elder Advocate Award Winner to Glenn Miller,
representing The Community Foundation’s LGBTQ Community Fund for Northeast Florida.

It was an evening of celebrations and recognitions at “A Night with the Stars” —
ElderSource’s annual event celebrating “individuals and organizations that work with
seniors and their caregivers as well as other outstanding senior advocates.”

ElderSource is a Jacksonville organization devoted to empowering “people to live
and age with independence and dignity in their homes and community.”

Presented by Humana, the event was held at Jacksonville’s Museum of Science &
History (MOSH) on Wednesday, Nov. 16. In a press release, ElderSource noted, “The
highlight of the event was the presentation of the 2022 Delores Barr Weaver Elder
Advocate Award given to The Community Foundation’s LGBTQ Community Fund for
Northeast Florida for its work supporting seniors and caregivers in the LGBTQ community.”

This is the 11th year this award has been given. Its namesakes is noted philanthropist
Delores Barr Weaver, who herself was a “devoted and passionate advocate for seniors.”

Further recognition was given to the Luminary Award winners — businesses and
individuals from agencies providing “essential services and support to seniors in seven
Northeast Florida counties.”

Proceeds from the evening benefitted ElderSource’s Senior to Senior Fund. This fund
provides financial aid to seniors “experiencing unexpected financial crises” — everything
from electric bills to avoid power disconnections or rental fees to avoid eviction as well
as financial assistance installing wheel chair ramps, heating or cooling units and
refrigerators for the proper storage of medicine, among other financial needs and

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELDERSOURCE.
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LeAnna Cumber is a successful Cuban-American small business
owner, political outsider, former public school teacher, and a mom
of two young kids. As a member of the Jacksonville City Council,
LeAnna is making Jacksonville a better and safer place to live by
investing in our parks, infrastructure, and law enforcement programs.
She will continue to fight for fellow small business owners.

Republican, for Jacksonville Mayor

Paid advertisement by LeAnna Gutierrez Cumber Campaign,
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Downtown Vision announces 2022 #DTJax Awards winners

Downtown Ambassador of the Year Duan Julie Simmans

Downtown Achievement  Downtowner of the Year ~ Thompson (center) with Jake Gordon representing Downtown
Awardee Dawn Lockhart  Jason Hunnicutt and Austin Collins ﬁrolgct of the Year FIS
eadquarters

Downtown Vision, Inc. (DVI), Downtown Jacksonville’s nonprofit business improvement
district (BID), has announced the eighth annual #DTJax Award Winners. The #DTJax Awards
recognize community leaders, organizations, businesses and entrepreneurs that worked
to create a vibrant and dynamic 24-hour, pedestrian friendly downtown in 2022. Award
winners are not only excellent advocates for downtown but have also shown their dedication
by supporting economic revitalization efforts, creating jobs, operating beloved amenities
and maintaining a clean and safe #DTJax.

The 2022 #DTJax award winners are:
o Downtown Ambassador of the Year: Duan Thompson, who first joined the Ambassador
team through the Life Builders Program in partnership with City Rescue Mission

¢ Small Business of the Year: Dos Gatos, the legendary cocktail bar, now in its 13th
year, across from The Florida Theatre and known for its hand-crafted drinks
o Retail Project of the Year: Ruby Beach Brewing, which was originally located at the
Jacksonville Beach formerly known as Ruby Beach and now is known for its unique
and inspired craft beers using locally sourced ingredients
¢ Downtown Project of the Year: FIS Headquarters, which opened recently and offers
flexible workspace, an onsite gym and cafeteria, as well as having been built to withstand
hurricanes on a site raised to a 500-year predicted flood level
¢ Downtowner of the Year: Jason Hunnicutt, music venue, bar and restaurant operator,
who is a pioneer of The Elbow entertainment district and owner of the 1904 Music
Hall, Spliff’s Gastropub, Underbelly and Ocean Street Tacos
¢ Downtown Achievement Award: Dawn Lockhart, City of Jacksonville, who as the
director of strategic partnerships for the City of Jacksonville leads the development
of a shared civic agenda for the private, public and philanthropic sectors to help
resultin better outcomes for all citizens and has launched Jacksonville Community
Land Trust, the city’s first land trust, which advances affordable housing opportunities,
as well as playing a key role leading the Mayor’s Downtown Homeless Task Force
This year’s #DTJax Awards also posthumously honored Robert “Mark” Rimmer for his
30 years of commitment to Downtown’s growth and development. Rimmer served as
Downtown'’s parking expert to put parking solutions together for businesses looking to
move Downtown, and for brokers, property managers and building owners.
The 2022 #DTJax Awards were made possible by VyStar Credit Union, First Baptist Church
ofJacksonville, the Jacksonville Transportation Authority, JEA, Steve & Betsy Crosby, Iconic
Real Estate Investments and The Lark.

Busch joins Advanced Neurosurgery & Spine

HCA Florida Memorial Hospital announced neurosurgeon Christopher
Busch, MD, joins HCA Florida Jacksonville Neurosurgery and Spine as
the practice’s newest provider.

Busch comes from LewisGale Medical Center in Salem, VA. He
completed his medical school education at Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine and his neurosurgical residency at Virginia Tech
Carilion School of Medicine.

“Dr. Busch brings a unique thoroughness to detailed patient care,”
said Kenneth Hill, MD, Neurosurgeon from HCA Florida Jacksonville
Neurosurgery and Spine. “His skilled expertise and dedication to his
patient’s health journey is a great benefit to both our practice and our
community.”

Busch will utilize both non-surgical and surgical leading-edge
treatment strategies that target pathologies affecting the nervous system
including brain and spine tumors, herniated discs, spinal stenosis as
well as traumatic spinal and cranial injuries.

premierroofingofjacksonville.com

FREE ROOF INSPECTION

Top Choice for Quality Roofing Servi
INSURANCE CLAIMS - RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - REPAIRS -
Weareareliable, full service roofing contractor with the highest quality team of roofers. Call today! (904) ,'

“ “DR. BUSCH BRINGS A UNIQUE
THOROUGHNESS TO DETAILED PATIENT CARE;
SAID KENNETH HILL, MD, NEUROSURGEON
FROM HCA FLORIDA JACKSONVILLE
NEUROSURGERY AND SPINE. “HIS SKILLED
EXPERTISE AND DEDICATION TO HIS PATIENT'S
HEALTH JOURNEY IS A GREAT BENEFIT TO BOTH
OUR PRACTICE AND OUR COMMUNITY?

Neurosurgeon from HCA Florida Jacksonville Neurosurgery and Spine

— Kenneth Hill, MD
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Bishop Kenny Adds to Academic Team

(L to R) Michael Broach, Jennifer Whitford, Ashleigh Bradley

Bishop Kenny High School (BKHS) added three new members to its academic team: Michael
Broach, vice principal of Academics & Student Services; Ashleigh Bradley, academic dean; and
Jennifer Whitford, assistant academic dean. The academic team works collaboratively with
department chairpersons and teachers to shape the school’s curriculum, maintain instruction,
and support student learning.

Broach, M.Ed., is a 1999 BKHS graduate. He returned to the school in a teaching capacity in
2002 and has held multiple, often simultaneous, teaching and administrative positions throughout
the last two decades. As vice principal of Academics & Student Services, he will oversee the
school’s curriculum, academic services, programs and student support systems. He helped
launch the AP Capstone Diploma Program in 2019, and started the Bishop Kenny Bus
Transportation Program in 2004, which he continues to manage as the director of transportation.

Bradley, M.Ed., joined the team as academic dean, bringing both teaching and administrative
experience from her time at San Juan Del Rio Catholic School. She is a 1996 graduate of BKHS,
is the Kenny Angels sponsor, and continues to teach English in the BKHS classroom. Her father
and all five of her children are also proud Crusaders.

Whitford, B.A., M.A T, is a veteran of the BKHS English department. She will continue teaching
creative writing class during her new role as assistant academic dean, where she will support
teachers with instruction and professional development. Whitford also served as the School
Improvement Team Chairperson from 2017-2022.

American Heart
Association names Caitlin
Brunell executive director

of First Coast

Caitlin Brunell is the First Coast executive director
of the American Heart Association.

The American Heart Association
First Coasthas named Caitlin Brunell
as its new executive director. Brunell,
whohasbeen serving asthe American
Heart Association’s vice president
of development, brings 15 years of
nonprofit experience to increase
community heart and brain health
awareness on the First Coast.
Brunell will lead a staff of 12 who
are responsible for the organization’s
initiatives in the First Coast
community, including advocating
for healthier policies and laws,
improving access to food and
healthcare, promoting the
association’s funded research and
increasing awareness of heart disease

and stroke. Additionally, she will oversee revenue, field operations, board of
director development, volunteer recruitment and fundraising and community
engagement initiatives to reduce health disparities.

“Heart disease and stroke run in my family. I recently had a family member
undergo open heart surgery and I'm thankful the surgery performed was
research funded by the American Heart Association,” Brunell said.

Brunell joined the American Heart Association as the Heart Ball director two
years ago, running one of the largest campaigns on the First Coast after working
as marketing and engagement coordinator for the Tim Tebow Foundation.

“Caitlin is a thought-leader, an innovator and a colleague who truly creates
impactin every role she plays. We are excited to see her step into this leadership
role as we continue to build a healthier First Coast community,” said Julie Taylor,
senior vice president of the American Heart Association in the Southeast Region.
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COWFORD

REALTY & DESIGN

Historic Neighborhoods
Are Our Passion

3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com

3705 VIA DE LA REINA - $341,250
4BR / 2BA /1,765 SQFT.

Mid-century modern pool home nestled on a large corner lot
within walking distance of San Jose Country Club! An easy flowing
floorplan with living & dining combo, adjacent kitchen. Living
room has vaulted exposed wood ceiling beams, a wood-burning
fireplace, funnels natural light from a glass door wall. The spacious
kitchen has an abundance of storage lined with wood cabinetry,
a wall oven & granite counter. Owner's ensuite offers a walk-in
shower + 3 add'l secondary bedrooms:
1 with built-in bookshelves, all with wood
beam ceilings & wallto-wall closets. An
oversized 2-car side entry garage offers
a built-in workshop & laundry area. Just
under %4 acre room for RV/Boat parking.
This conveniently located community is near
San Jose CC, Epping Forest, The Bolles
School, San Marco, & Downtown

Buyer's Agent
Leah Tolisano Rand

47 LAKE RUN BLVD - $423,000
4BR / 2BA /2,195 SQFT.

Welcome Home to this Beautiful and well-loved 4 Bedroom/
2 bath home conveniently located close to River City
Marketplace! This exquisite Hidden Lakes home boasts many
features from a BRAND NEW ROOF, BRAND NEW AC, NEW
FENCE, AND NEW WATER HEATER. Relax on your serene
screened in porch and enjoy storing your
goodies in a lovely 3 car garage. You

don't want to miss out on this beauty in

this sought out neighborhood!

Listing Agent
Rebecca Winters

ROMY VANN
Realtor
904-673-2560

romy@cowfordrealty.com

What do you love about Jacksonville2

The access to the outdoors! 1,100 miles of navigable water,
the largest urban park system in the nation, and access to
countless hiking trails and campgrounds! No matter what
part of Jacksonville you live in, there is nature nearby.

What's your favorite part about being a Realtor?

| truly love that real estate offers many different avenues for
people. Some rent while pursuing a dream, some invest to build
wealth, some buy to build memories, and some sell to start a
new chapter. | love being a part of everyone's unique story.

Recent Real Estate Win:

In the last 18 months, I've represented clients (both buyers
and sellers) and closed deals in 12 different zip codes!
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A new century of service:
Florida Christian Center

2022 marked a century of service for the Florida
Christian Center in Jacksonville.

Jacksonville's Florida Christian Center is
celebrating the new year after entering a
new century of providing "ministry and
pastoral care, worship services, classes
on faith and aging, and other programs...’
for Florida Christian Apartments' and
Sundale Manor's residents.

Last October, the faith-based organization
marked its 100th anniversary with a
week-long celebration, including a rock
n roll dance party that had guests out on
the dance floor the entire evening.

Florida Christian Center shared photos
and videos of the centennial celebrations
on Facebook, noting, “Thank you to all
of our volunteers, to all of the local
churches, to the musicians of First Christian
Church of the Beaches praise team, to
Vocal Theory Project, to our donors and
supporters...”

Among its services and programs,
Florida Christian Center provides weekly
activities for its residents including art
classes, chair yoga, bingo and more.

’
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[talian restaurant, Josephine, opens in Avondale

Josh Floyd

to its community.

warm.”

Josephine’s brand and concept.

Historic Avondale has welcomed a new restaurant

Josephine opened this past November in
the space formerly home to Barrique Kitchen
and Wine Bar on St. Johns Avenue. Owner
Josh Floyd was inspired by his grandmother,
the restaurant’s namesake, whom he fondly
remembers always bustling around in the
kitchen, “making everyone feel amazing and

“The more I thought about what I wanted my
restaurant, my staff, everything to encapsulate,
that was it,” he said. “The idea that we're
effortlessly and gracefully making this experience
nice for people, making them feel warm.”

Floyd and his partner, Nicole Prieto, worked
with local vendors and designers to build

“To me, it’s always been important to have it
be super local, support the community, keep
the economic impact local as well,” he said.

Floyd enlisted the help of Executive ChefZach
Preece and Chef de Cuisine John Magsino to
build a menu that was traditional Italian food
with a twist.

“I wanted to have a little bit of fun with it as
well,” he said. “Be a little bit cheeky. So that’s
why you see a couple things on the menu that
will be a little different and interesting.”

The menu will change quarterly, he explained,
though the restaurant will always make their
pasta, bread and gelato in-house. Josephine will
soon extend its hours to include lunch services
daily and brunch on the weekends. Floyd also
hopes to host local musicians for live music on
weekends.

Pajcic donates to The Lead Block
Foundation

Early last month, Jacksonville law firm Pajcic and Pajcic
presented former Jaguar Greg Jones with a $6,000 check for his
charity, The Lead Block Foundation.

Founded in 2012, The Lead Block Foundation was created
in memory of Jones’s grandmother as a charity “that helps
those in need, including single mothers, giving toys to kids or
paying for them to attend sports camps.”

Jones also participated in the 2022 Pajcic & Pajcic yard golf
event and was the “closest to the pin.” The annual fundraising
event benefits Jacksonville Area Legal Aid. Each donation is
match dollar-for-dollar by the law firm. This year’s event saw

more than $100,000 raised.

Created in memory, by memory

Bolles School installs “Flukes” sculpture donated by artist and philanthropist Gordon Gund

i R g (2

Gordon Gund donated his sculpturé, “Flu
late wife, a ‘58 Bartram alumna.

2534 Oak Street | 904.356.6856 | seekhairpeace.com

Artist and philanthropist Gordon Gund donated a sculpture
inspired by his late wife, Llura “Lulie” Liggett Gund (Bartram,
class of '58) — titled “Flukes” — to The Bolles School. The
sculpture, a recreation in cast bronze of a whale’s tail, now
stands in the Bolles Reflection Garden on the Upper School
San Jose Campus.

Gund created the sculpture using only his hands and his
memory as he lost his sight more than 50 years ago.

According to a Bolles School press release, “Flukes” was
installed the Bolles garden on Dec. 7 “via a large crane and
many expert hands.”

The sculpture was inspired by a “powerful experience’
Gund shared with his sons one Fourth of July weekend
when they and their friends worked alongside Nantucket
fishermen and neighbors to rescue a pod of pilot whales

g

that had gotten beached on an exposed sandbar with their
alpha, also beached and dying. Thanks to the group’s efforts,
many of the whales survived.

“The sculpture has so many facades of inspiration for our
Bolles Community, whether drawing from the history of
the artist (Mr. Gund), the partnership between Mr. and
Mrs. Gund in relation to the art and life, the story of what
inspired the sculpture, or the exposure our students have
to seeing a piece of art on campus that is part of a collection
that has been celebrated at a multitude of private and
prestigious public institutions,” said Carol Nimitz, Bolles
chiefadvancement officer in the release. “It is a tremendous
gift that will serve as areminder to students that no matter
where they roam, they always have a home to return to
here at Bolles.”

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL || SALES, SERVICE & MAINTENANCE

HEATIG & AIR CONDITIONING

We service ALL BRANDS, so give us a call today!

Westick to'your comfort needs!

LICENSED!& INSURED! | CAC1818403

Todd Jones, Owner

Text 1-904-521-9013 for service inquiries
Call 1-904-294-7572 for quotes and installation details
Email tarheel.tjones@gmail.com for correspondence via email




Dr. Jacqueline West, DMD

NO INSURANCE
NEW PATIENT

SPECIAL!

Invest in a Brighter, Healthier Future.

* Wait-free appointments

* All routine family dentistry performed

* Metal-free crowns and fillings

* Specializing in smile makeovers

* End your headaches with Neuromuscular Dentistry
¢ Clear aligners, the invisible braces system

* Botox and Juvederm

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

(904) 38/-3333

2301 Park Street | Jacksonville | Just 3 Blocks from 5 Points

YD ADA
MEMBER cademy

of General Dentistry
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Historic preservation on full display during book signing
Highly anticipated Bicentennial Edition released for sale

It was an evening of historic proportions, as author Dr. Wayne i
W. Wood unveiled and signed the second, updated printing of (
Jacksonville’s Architectural Heritage - Landmarks for the Future, e
Bicentennial Edition. The latest volume of the book, originally

printed in January of 1989, made its debut at a recent book signing

in Riverside at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Dec. 8. .

The Jacksonville Historical Society partnered with Riverside
Avondale Preservation to welcome guests to the highly anticipated
release and reception in the Betsy Lovett auditorium. After 45
minutes of book signing, Wood thanked the standing room only
crowd and talked through a slide presentation while sharing
sentiments about the importance of preservation.

“Architecture is a fragile art,” Wood stated, “..unlike poems,
books and operas that live on.” Brick, steel, iron and other
elements can be relegated to demolition and buildings can be
lost in our lifetimes, he surmised, emphasizing the need to
appreciate the unique form of expression.

“Architecture is the one form of art we share as a community,’
he said, “..to encourage preservation, that’s one of the things
we hope to achieve with this book.” The author steadily clicked
through his slide presentation of structures, some remaining,
some lost to the wrecking ball.

The newly minted and printed edition is now complete with
colored photos, the addition of mid-century modern structures
(because of the age of the structures during the first publishing,
they didn't qualify), other quirky landmarks unique to Jacksonville
as well as some of the city’s African American designed and built
structures.

The Bicentennial Edition of Jacksonville’s Architectural Heritage
is funded by the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Preston Haskell, and
the Ida M. Stevens Foundation. The hardback, coffee-table book
is available for $64.95. Proceeds benefit preservation efforts of
the Jacksonville Historical Society and Riverside Avondale
Preservation. For more information about how to order a book,

!
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visit jaxhistory.org. Richard Skinner gets his book signed by Dr. Wayne Wood

Clogging your drain
IS your business.

Unclogglng itis ours.

CALL TODAY!
PLUMBING INC. 904.384.5661

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

We handle Plumbing Emergencies:

Cast Iron Replacement | Re-Piping | Drain Cleaning
Toilet & Faucet Repairs | Slab Leaks

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204 TerryVereenPlumbing.net

GET 25 UF YUUR SERVICE :
CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN JANUARY! *
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661 .

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never been this easy!

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be presented
to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be
made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires January 31, 2023.
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g THIS YEAR, RESOLVE

TODANCE!

SWING, SALSA, CHA CHA, TANGO, RUMBA, WALTZ & MORE!

$5 9 INTRODUCTORY
DANCE PACKAGE

e 3 PRIVATE LESSONS,
1 GROUP CLASS & TPARTY

vondale Dance Directions

add dance to your life

Give the Gift of Dance! Gift Certificates Available

AVAILABLE THROUGH

HARDWARE

Purveyor of fine hardware,
plumbing and lighting
fixtures for over 80 years

904.389.6659

www.RayWare.com
Monday-Friday 8 am-5 pm

4048 Herschel Street
Jacksonville, FL 32205
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“A Home is one of the most important assets that most people will ever buy. Homes are also where
memories are made and you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”
- Warren Buffet, Chairman and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | 904-388-5005
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River Garden
celebrates in style,
shines during a
big night

Debra and Leonard Setzer with Debbie and Jeff Parker

Rachel Morgenthal with Susan Wolchok, Lisa
Ansbacher and Andrea Mail

It was an evening to remember for the River
Garden Foundation, as the organization played
host to a celebratory crowd that helped usher
in its 30th Anniversary Gala. The ballroom at
the Sawgrass Marriott played host to ‘A Time to
Shine’, Sat., Dec. 10, where guests paid tribute
to the almost 77 years of progress that has made
River Garden one of the most sought-
after facilities in the country.

Thanks to committed supporters and gala
Co-Chairs Sue Eaglstein, Debbie Parker, Debra
Setzer, Jeanine Rogozinski and Stacie Wilf, River
Garden continues to deliver superior service
and care to seniors in our community. During
this special evening, a tribute was paid to Kathy
Osterer, the former chief development officer
of the River Garden for more than 23 years.
A friend to many, she not only volunteered
for the first River Garden Gala in 1993, but
played an integral role in planning and
implementing all the subsequent events for
the Foundation and organization.

The night wouldn’t have been complete
without the special thanks and gratitude for all
the committee members, alongside recognition
for the new chief development officer, Christina
Levine and her staff of Michelle Branly and
Gabrielle Margol, who helped with their planning

expertise and collaboration for this year’s : 4 . ‘ Ed and Laura Rhoden with Matt Schellenberg, Debbie and Lathun Brigman, Leonard and Caroline Propper, Chris and Char Miller,
special anniversary. Jackie Goldman with Mariam Feist Jory and Greg Tison

Judy and Herman Paul
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Weintraub and

Jen and Jono Hustis with Zachary Sherman, Chelsea Dasher, Samantha Hotzman with Vanessa Marris, Erin

Brett Dasher and Blair Sherman Jodi Rogozinski

ONE ’ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Don’tjust get it
on the market.
(et it the attention
it deserves.

ROLEX

OYSTER PERPETUAL YACHT-MASTER 42
IN 18 KT WHITE GOLD

est Jeweler

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

904.731.9770

EXPLORE OUR HOMES »
ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

www.underwoodjewelers.com

ROLEX W OYSTER PERPETUAL AND YACHT-MASTER ARE ® TRADEMARKS.




cles REGISTER

Winter Design
Show debuts
new ook,
tradition

The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital rolled out a fresh Opening Night
Party to celebrate the festivities of the
Winter Design Show, which made its
official launch this year Dec. 2. The party
celebrates the holiday season and rolls
out one of the finest galas of the year,
kicking off a weekend of activities. From
lectures and book signings to the children’s
fashion show — complete with a visit
from the Jacksonville Zoo and Garden’s
penguins — all ticket sales and funds
raised benefit the children at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital.

“The Women'’s Board is very excited
about all of the changes,” shared Robin
Albaneze. After a two-and-a-half-year
hiatus for one of the Women'’s Board’s
top fundraising events, there was much
anticipation for the next steps and new
approach to the gala. According to Albaneze,

“..it gave the [Women’s Board] a chance
to regroup and restyle the show. It was a
very successful weekend, and all the
proceeds will go towards the final pledge
for the new NICU (Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit) located in the Borowy Tower.
As outgoing president of The Women'’s
Board, I could not be prouder of the
efforts of our membership.”
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Carolyn Houston with Mary Love Strum
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Chloe Wood with Emily Painter, Emily Magevney and
Serena Schupler

Kendra McCrary with Robin Albaneze
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A tradition for the season: Christmas in Avondale

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Friends, families and neighbors gathered along St. Johns
Avenue for another year of Christmas in Avondale, a
time-honored community event that is a holiday tradition
of more than three decades.

“This is our opportunity to give back to the community,”
said Avondale Merchants Association Vice President
Bronwyn Benoit. “That has been our focus the last six
years is to make it so that it is an opportunity to have
families and neighbors, maybe some folks that won't
have an opportunity to have a big Christmas celebration,
come into the neighborhood and actually celebrate the
holidays.”

Children darted from one tent to another, decorating
cookies or crafting tree ornaments before getting their

[ vy,
faces painted and visiting with Santa. Adults were able -
. P ] . . R David Cash, Jeff Wright and their furry friend Beau,  Avondale resident Jon Congdan channeled hisinner  The Sprague Family of St. Johns made sure to stop at
to mingle over food and drinks while everyone enjoyed who got in the holiday spirit with some festive collar  ‘Buddy the EIf’ with his on-theme T-shirt with wife the face painting station so their girls could transform
live music up and down the avenue. accessories. Delilah. into reindeer for the evening.
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. ,JQ Avondale and Murray Hill residents Heather and Max Carroll and Gayle Lebert and
Jenna Spearman and Sean Corcoran did some curbside people watching. pup Sunday.
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Drew and Scooter Cavins retire, but the Mossfire legend continues

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

Drew and Scooter Cavins, former owners of
the Mossfire Grill on Margaret Street in Five
Points, have retired, but their 24-year-old
restaurant will go on. They sold the business
in November to Ben Franco, who plans to
retain the name, the menu and the staff.

Drew Cavins grew up in Jacksonville. His
family has been here since the 1970s, when he
was a boy. As an adult, Drew moved out of
state. He’d been working in Colorado as a chef
for many years and had a dream to someday
own his own restaurant.

Drew met Scooter in Denver while both were
employed by Rock Bottom Brewery. She had
been teaching 8th grade social studies during
the week and working part-time on weekends
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Halloween 2021, Mossfire staff dressed like Scooter Cavins
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in the restaurant industry, which she had been
doing since she was 16.

In April 1998, now married and with a two-
year-old son named Sean, Drew and Scooter
moved to a rental condo in Ortega to be near
the extended Cavins family. “Day two, my
husband started looking for potential businesses
for sale,” Scooter said. She had intentions of
looking for a teaching job here.

It took Drew two months to secure the perfect
place, the Riverside Grill, as it was called back
then. Drew had seen it listed for sale, so he
went for lunch to check it out. It was early June
when he signed the paperwork. He did some
quick conversions, and by the 15th of the month,
he was open for business.

“For a chef, owning your own restaurant is
always the goal. So, it was a dream. Butitwasn’t
my wife’s dream,” Drew said. “When I got in
there and realized the magnitude of what I
decided to do, I asked for her help. She reluctantly
agreed to help me out”
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“For 24 years, L held to my Yes,” Scooter said.

Atfirst, they had been renting the lower half
of the building. Above them were “a couple of
dudes renting an apartment,” Drew said. In
2002, he and Scooter bought the building and
closed for nine months for major renovations.
They totally gutted the inside and converted
the upstairs apartment into a bar—something
else that Drew had always wanted to own. That
layout has worked well for two decades.

In 1998, when the Cavinses first bought the
business, Riverside Hospital was a vacant
building. And there was another empty building
not far away. Mossfire was one of the first
restaurants to anchor that part oftheneighborhood.
Not too long after those renovations were
completewaswhen the nearby Publixsupermarket
developed and all that came along with it. “It
was fun to see our restaurant be a part of that
growth in the neighborhood,” Drew said. “That’s
been areally great thing,” Scooter added.

A chef by trade, Drew created the Mossfire
menu. Therecipes and specials have emerged
over time, sometimes with staff input and
suggestions. “It’s been a team effort,” Drew
said. The restaurant name and the recipes went
along with the sale. That means that Scooter’s
secret formula for the chocolate chip cookies
isnow in Ben'’s hands.

Scooter’s role had been front of the house.
She was the human resources contact and the
general manager doing hiring and training.
She also had some hits with desserts. “Really,
I'm just a mom who likes to bake,” she said.
She admits to having no formal training in that
area. She just enjoyed doing what she had been
doing for so long.

The Mossfire Grill truly had become a family
business. Sean is a commercial pilot now for

?-iﬁppzf

from

B Kitchen

Malone AirCharter at Jacksonville International
Airport, but he used to fill a lot of roles at
Mossfire, including bartending, cooking, and
managing. His younger brother, Dylan, astudent
at Stanton College Preparatory School, has
washed dishes and is now hosting.

“Over the years, we have had the best support.
And we are both so grateful for that,” Scooter
said. She and Drew, more than anything, have
appreciated the loyal customers and dedicated
staff they’ve had. They have watched resident
children grow up, get married, and have their
own children. “We have employed some
fabulous people, and we have such a loyal,
regular following,” Scooter said. And the Mossfire
Grill continues to, as evidenced by their 6,000
Facebook followers.

Even after the late November sale, Drew and
Scooter remained at the restaurant through
the end of the year to help Ben with the transition.

“He was a customer of ours who was impressed
by the restaurant, and he’s the guy who wants
to keep it going the way it is. For us, that was
areal compliment,” Drew said.

Drew and Scooter were both ready to step
out of the business. And they are both so happy
to have sold the restaurant to someone who
wants to continue it. The neighborhood will
be glad to know that Ben wants to keep the
Mossfire going. All the staff, including Dylan,
plan to stay on with Ben.

Now that the new year is here and the daily
restaurant responsibilities are behind them,
Drew and Scooter plan to take some time to
simply rest and relax. For 24 of the 27 years
that they have been married, they've worked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 ...
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side-by-side at the Mossfire Grill. Scooter is
looking forward to just being marriage partners
now without being business partners. They have
some improvement projects to tend to in their
Venetia home. Come summer, they will take a
family trip, but theywon’t go far. “Our son is still
in high school, so we don’t have plans to do
anything too big right now,” Scooter said.

They will both be available for a time as
resources that Ben can consult with if needed.
They desire to be as supportive as possible of
the ownership transfer. “Any improvements and
changes that come will be changes that are
needed, and they're going to be really positive
because Ben is going to bring in a new, fresh
energy to the business. We feel really good about
this transition,” Scooter said.

Drew and Scooter Cavins 2003

Grants, awards and opportunities ahead in the New Year

Several significant grant opportunities and
awards are coming available for local non-
profits. The Community Foundation of
Northeast Florida has announced the opening
of applications for two significant grants. The
Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville re-
quests Letter of Interest (LOI) for its 2022-2023
Cultural Service Grant Program. And, the
City of Jacksonville is requesting completed
applications for the Mayor’s Strategic
Partnerships Initiative Award.

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF

NORTHEAST FLORIDA

Women'’s Giving Alliance (WGA) is an
initiative of The Community Foundation
of Northeast Florida. The group of diverse
women who pool their philanthropic giving
make alasting impact on the lives of women
and girls in Northeast Florida. WGA is
offering one-time grants for agency workforce
supportand for client basic needs support.
Organizations may apply for a one-year
grant up to $50,000, for only one of the two
opportunities available.

Eighty percent or more of the population
served by the program for which the nonprofit
isrequesting funding must be women/girls.
Grant size cannot be more than 20% of the
organization’s overall budget.

For more information, visit www.wganefl.
org/apply-for-a-grant or contact Nikki
Sabol, WGA director, nsabol@jaxcf.org,
(904) 356-4483. Deadline to apply is Jan.
30, 2023, 5 p.m.

The Community Foundation’s 2023
Competitive Small Organization Grants
applications are now open to nonprofit
organizations in Duval, Clay, St. Johns,
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Nassau, Putnam and Baker counties with
annual operating budgets of $200,000 or
less. Grant requests up to $2,500 will be
considered for funding.

Focus is on community projects and
ways to help organizations become stronger.
Priority in funding is given to projects that
build community (neighborhood
improvement projects, community
engagement), provide support for unmet
basic needs (hunger, clothing and other
basic items), strengthen the nonprofit
(training, planning, coaching), support
under-resourced children or youth
(mentoring, enrichment activities, afterschool
supports) and support diversity, equity
and inclusion.

For more information and to apply, go
towww.jaxcf.org/receive/small-organization,
or contact Reagan Bass, program associate,
rbass@jaxcf.org. Deadline to applyis Feb.
1, 2023, 5 p.m.

THE CULTURAL COUNCIL OF GREATER
JACKSONVILLE
2022-2023 Cultural Service Grant Program
The Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville
is now accepting Letters of Intent (LOI)
for the 2022-2023 Cultural Service Grant
Program (CSGP). The deadline for receipt
of Letters of Intent is Tuesday, March 1,
2022. Letters of Intent must be submitted
online through the Cultural Council’s
website: https://www.culturalcouncil.org/
foundant-online-grant-system.html.
Submission of a Letter of Intent is a
required first step in the grant process. CSGP,
whichis funded through the City of Jacksonville
and administered by the Cultural Council

RING IN A
NEW YEAR OF

of Greater Jacksonville, provides support to
Duval County arts and cultural organizations
which contribute to the quality of life of
Duval County residents.

Visit http://www.culturalcouncil.org/
cultural-service-grant-application-
information.html for application guidelines.

THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE

Mayor’s Strategic Partnerships Initiative
Award previously named the COJ/HUD
Public-Philanthropic Initiative Award, is
an annual award sponsored by the City of
Jacksonville with the purpose of recognizing
excellence in partnerships that have both
transformed the relationship between
sectors and led to measurable benefits for
low-and moderate-income individuals
and families in Jacksonville. This award
highlights the power of collective impact
that can be achieved through strategic
partnerships.

Awardees are selected by an independent
jury panel for completed or ongoing
initiatives that are executed in collaboration
with cross-sector community partners.
The application should be submitted by
the lead 501(c)3 applicant, and the agency
must be in good standing with their
philanthropic and government partners.

Completed applications must be submitted
via email no later than 11:59 p.m., Monday,
February 15, 2021.

Visit https://nonprofits.coj.net/
partnershipsaward.aspx for more information
and for links to the Mayor’s Strategic
Partnership Initiative brochure and application.
Email www.COJPartnershipsAward@coj.
net or call (904) 255-5021 for questions.
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Start the New Year Off Right... by Making Better Resolutions

BY KERRY SPECKMAN
Resident Community News

It's 2023 and that can only mean one thing ...
It's time to start breaking the New Year's
resolutions you just made and swore you
were going to keep this time!

Not to sound like a cynic (which has never
been one of my resolutions, for the record),
but making resolutions is a losing proposition
for those who make them—91% of them, to
be exact, according to inc.com. By no means
am | trying to discourage anyone from
making resolutions. I'm merely suggesting
that you think of them in a different way. That
said, here are 10 resolutions you can keep, if
you just try. | believe in you.

1. LOSE WEIGHT/GET MORE EXERCISE.
Jacksonville is, by no means, a pedestrian—or

cyclist-friendly city. However, you, my friends,
live in one of the most walkable neighborhoods
in the country and the best in the city of
Jacksonville. So, get off your duff, lace up

your sneakers and start incorporating strolls
around our beautiful, diverse and colorful
neighborhoods into your regular routine. Of
course, you could always join a gym, but we all
know how that usually turns out. If that doesn't
appeal to you, try EMsculpt, it's like doing
20,000 sit-ups in 30 minutes.

2. STOP SMOKING.

Newsflash: Smoking kills people, it's expensive
and makes you smell like an ashtray, none of
which | see as a positive. Why not take a tip
from the sober curious movement (shout out
to Wildcrafters in Riverside, Jacksonville's first
booze-free bar), and explore the possibility of
maybe cutting back on the cancer sticks—and
vaping too, for that matter? And if you can't,

/7
[

SUNDAY SERVICES:

9 AM TRADITIONAL SERVICE

ST. JOHNS
PRESBY TERIAN
CHURCH

- A0 D, - 0 ol ; :
onnetl wilh Chrial, CRurth and Commiuni

10 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
11 AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

JOIN US IN-PERSON AND LIVE STREAM @ SIPCIAX.ORG

4275 HERSCHEL STREET JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32270

PHOMNE: (904)384-4501
____________________________________________________________________|

could you at least stop throwing your cigarette
butts all over the streets?

3. SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES.

| realize shopping online is convenient and
getting to a brick-and-mortar store can be
hard when you're busy. But you know what
else is hard? Running a small business. Our
neighborhoods are blessed with so many
incredible locally-owned businesses—San
Marco Books and More, Edge City, Missy
Riley Art, Grassroots, Underwood'’s, Amara
Med Spa, Anita’s Garden Shop, Hair Peace
Salon, the list goes on and on. Why not make
an effort to support them when possible?
(Bonus of shopping local: No porch pirates
stealing your precious Amazon orders.) And
don't even get me started on supporting local
restaurants (talking to you, folks crowded
outside a certain steakhouse on Roosevelt).

4. LEARN A NEW SKILL.

These days, there is no excuse for not
pursuing a passion. Between the internet
and apps, your smartphone is a never-
ending source of knowledge whether you
want to learn basketweaving or Klingon. If
hands-on instruction is more your thing, you
can study floral design at the Garden Club
of Jacksonville or painting at the Cummer
Museum of Art and Gardens; discover your
musical talents at the Ronan School of Music
(where I'm working on connecting with my
inner drummer but that's another story);

and take a stab at stand-up at open mic
nights at local bars. Seize the knowledge and
opportunities around you, my friends.

5. CREATE LESS WASTE.

Recycling is a start, but there are heaps of
other ways to declutter your life without filling
the city dump. Donate used clothes, furniture
and other household items to local charities;
share or trade hand-me-downs with friends;
shop at stores that specialize in gently used
items (Fans & Stoves Antique Mall, The Snob,
Chamblin's Bookmine and Tomato Vintage,
to name a few); and if you're feeling really
ambitious learn how to compost. (I'm sure
there's an app for that.)

6. SPEND MORE TIME WITH FAMILY AND
FRIENDS.

Self-explanatory.

7. VOLUNTEER.

Giving back is one of the best ways to be a good
community steward, and there are so many ways to

do it. Volunteer your time at your neighborhood
library, local nonprofit or school. Donate money or,
y better yet, become a member of a non-profit
organization like RAP, SMPS or MOSH. Pick up trash
on your block. Donate blood. There are no limits to
how your efforts can benefit the neighborhood:s.

Sounds impossible at times, but you can alleviate a
lot of stress in your life by practicing basic principles
of meditation and yoga, learning breathing
techniques and mindfulness (definitely apps for that),
keeping a gratitude journal, seeing a mental health
professional, or just talking to a good friend. | know
of these might sound like corny (I thought so myself
a couple of years ago), but | do every single one of
them now and have never been more at peace.

9. SAVE MONEY.

You already know you can save money by bringing

your lunch to work and not spending $7 on a cup
of coffee every day. Yawn. There are so many other
budget friendly ideas— that are a heck of a lot more
fun—if you just look, like free admission nights at
Cummer and MOCA, $5 Movie Tuesdays at Sun-
Ray Cinema, happy hours (Orsay and European
Street Cafe have two of the best), and free live
entertainment at Riverside Arts Market and Friday
Musicale. And for the love of Suze Orman, take
advantage of frequent customer programs and sign
up for emails or texts from your favorite businesses

to learn about special deals.

10. BE MORE CONSIDERATE.

I admit: This one’s not so much of a resolution as it is
a plea. Allow me to start you off with a few. Stop
littering. Don't park on the sidewalk or block people's
driveways. Refrain from going through the 10 items
or less lane when you have 23. Quit playing on your

phone when someone is talking to you. And knock it
off with the boomer bashing already.

KEEP

CALM
AND !
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“The Butcher’s Boy” tells his story

The autobiography of Harmon Wages

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Growing up delivering groceries from
Pinegrove Market Deli, where his father was
the butcher, Harmon Wages knew everyone
and all their stories. The December release

of his autobiography, "The Butcher's Boy,"

is a way for people to learn all of his.

While many will recognize him as the
former NFL player for the Atlanta Falcons,
others who have never heard his name will
now get to know the “stray bullet,” as he calls
himself, who’s had ups and downs and has
come out the other end stronger for them.

It was a reconnection with former classmate,
Martha Kavanaugh Hunt, that led Wages
down memory road, revisiting youthful
memories and catching her up on the 50-plus
interim years since they’'d seen each other.

“He just told me what he’d been doing and
a lot of things I didn’t even know because I
had not myself followed Harmon’s entire
career,” Hunt recalled, “and I said, ‘You've
gotta write a book, you've just gotta write a
book! I said, “‘What else do you have to do,
really? You're retired, let’s put it on paper.”

With the help of Atlanta journalist and
co-author Stan Awtrey, he did just that and,
with Hunt editing, “The Butcher’s Boy” came
to be. In it, Wages revisits his childhood,
delivering groceries on his 26-inch Higgins,

spending time at his beloved creek behind
the market — “Every boy should have a creek,”
he says — his NFL career and the years
following it up to present day. Being able to
share the bookin Jacksonville, his hometown,
is an incredibly sentimental experience for
him.

"I just wish that some of my buddies that
I grew up with were still around,” he said. “..
The guys that I went to the creek with and
fished with off the top of the Fishweir Bridge.
Having this come out in Jacksonville is just
areal treat because that’s my home.”

Putting these stories to paper has allowed
Wages to relive some of the greatest moments
of his life, including the 1969 game against
the New Orleans Saints during which he
became the fourth player in NFL history to
complete what he called a ‘hat trick’ —
throwing, catching and rushing for a touchdown.
Today, that list is comprised of 11 people,
with San Francisco 49er Christian McCaffrey
becoming the most recent player added to
that list this past October.

While the accomplishment itself was
indeed something to be proud of, Wages
was even prouder of the fact that he achieved
it with his father watching. Earlier that week,
he’d learned that December game would be
the last his father would ever be able to
attend in person because of a severe heart
condition.

To this day, Wages said, he can stillremember
the sound of his father’s voice when they
spoke after the game.

“My daddy comes up to me after the game
in that old man shuffle,” Wages recalled, “he
comes up to me and says, ‘Sonny boy, I didn't
know you could do that.”

Wage's father is buried with the game ball
from that day.

It's stories like these and more that Wages
looks forward to sharing with his hometown
community and beyond once his book is
released.

Having read the book more the 20 times
asits editor, Hunt said, “I think that no matter

— whether someone has followed Harmon
and has known him all of his life or someone
is young and doesn’t even know his name,
I'think this story is going to engage the reader
no matter what the background is, no matter
whether they know of Harmon personally
or not.”

"The Butcher's Boy" was released last month.
Wages plans to arrange events and book
signings in the Jacksonville area.

Harmon Wages

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HARMON WAGES.

Harmon Wages fondly remembers his childhood in
Jacksonvile, revisiting it in the stories shared in “The
Butcher’s Boy.”

SO (uuo\

YOGA+SPA

PRESS PAUSE

“take 30 classes in 60 days
and win a *100 gift card from us!

Gift Card

“‘ $00

904-680-7344 | 2105 Park Street Suite 1, Jacksonville FL, 32204 | solunayogaspa.com

Arts & Crafts ~ Free Bounce 0

Axe Throwing Toumament
Live Entertainment ~ Cutest

Traln Rides ~ Free Bacon Relay *
Free Hula Hoop Contest ~ Yurm

Adm

With this coupon or a canned

“‘?"% [

agaturda & Sunday 10am-Epm
CLAY COUNTY FMRGRUUNDS

249TSR 16W, Green Cove S
ne BBQ ~ Bee
Family Fun & Festivities ~ Fa ste:a-sgree Frishee Do;&s::;

isherman's Casting Tuumam :
Bih Contest ~ Fresh Strm.o.rl:.g;m.:s

~ Free Petting Farm ~ Pony Rige os ¥
yTeats ~ Free Sack Rﬂﬁﬂ&hlnre'fi

39 Ol‘l
0 B Eove Sy CLAYCDUNTYFEST COM (55860008 Bucir S

ANUARY
21 & 22

ﬂl‘lS

il
b
& iy

& Under Free W w9

HAPPY NEW

Open Tuesday through Saturday
(904) 355-4434 | 1537 Margaret St., Jacksonville, FL | mossfire.com | [ @mossfire

Datily Happy Houh 3-Tpm




JANUARY 2023 | RESIDENTNEWS.NET RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS | 31

Artist honors Jacksonville history, completes Cowford murals

called the narrow St. Johns River crossing at
BY KAREN RIELEY today’s downtown Jacksonville, Wacca Pilatka,
Resident Community News meaning “place of cow’s crossing,” according
to the Jacksonville Historical Society. The
area became known as Cow Ford, or Cowford,
The Cowford murals may have had theirorigin ~ the place where it was possible for ranchers’
as a solution for covering graffiti, but with ~ cows to ford, or cross, the river.
the creative genius of local artist David “I enjoy the challenge of making a mural
Nackashi, they have become a visual history = meaningful to the area,” said Nackashi. He
lesson. This fall Nackashi completed thelast  has noticed that, while the murals seem
of the murals beneath the Acosta Bridge that ~ widely loved, people who don’t know the
he started in 2021. The large murals, 40 feet  area’s history seem confused.
wide and about 32 feet high, portray four “Ithink that is perfectly fine, because then
Florida Cracker cows. they can learn. I kind of hate being too obvious,
The models for the murals - Eunice, Esther, he said. “The Cowford murals are some of %
Prudence and Harmon¥ - ae desc.endants my favorite \‘/vorks thatI've do?e an'd none Local artist David Nackashi photographs the Florida Crucker cows on Llsu Hurmun S furm touse as models for his
of the breed that Spanish conquistadors  of my favorite parts of the city. Since the Cowford murals
brought to Florida from Malaga, Spain, [bridge] columns were in the water, the cows,
centuries ago. Theylive on a farm owned by  given our history, made the most sense.”
Lisa Harmon in Live Oak. Harmon keeps the The murals face out toward the St. Johns
breed for historical purposes. River. They can be seen from the Main Street
“Jim Draper, a former professor of mine  and Fuller Warren bridges and from across
from the UNF art department, did a series  the street.
of Florida Cracker cow paintings that he Nackashi painted the murals in two phases.
displayed in Malaga,” Nackashi said. “When  The first phase was started late December
this project was presented to me, I knewthe 2021 and each column took about a week.
cows would be the perfect subject for the = The second phase began mid-September of
setting. He introduced me to Lisa, and I'took  this year and also took a week.
hundreds of photos of these cows.” “There was a lot of waiting for scaffolding
Downtown Vision and Downtown Dwellers  to be constructed and moved, but the actual
funded the projectand handled the approval  painting took a week for each side of each
process for the art. The City of Jacksonville  column,” Nackashi said. “The location was
Parks, Recreation and Community Services  a very peaceful place to work, and it was
Department of Transportationreviewedand  bittersweet to finish the project. I painted
approved the project, a process that took  the murals with the best paintI know of and

4

about three years. with the best UV clear coat I could find, so : : s
The murals pay homage to Jacksonville’s  these murals should stay vibrant for a long Eunice on the farm Eunice as Nackashi painted her on one of the Cowford
history prior to its founding in 1822. Natives  time.” murals
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ANIMAL HOUSE

JSO Police Dogs — Working & Retired
Protected By Senate Bills &
Dedicated Nonprofits

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
Resident Community News

There was a collective sigh of relief among
those who understand the costs of veterinary
and continuing care for retired law enforcement
canines when Governor Ron DeSantis signed

Senate Bill 226, Care for Retired Police Dogs.

Bill 226 has allocated $300,000 to fund an
annual Florida Department of Law Enforcement
state contract.

“In Florida, we back the blue, and thatincludes
the K9s that are often the first to go into a
dangerous situation,” said DeSantis. “After
dedicating their lives to protecting and serving
our communities, itis important that we ensure
that these K-9s are cared for”

During debate on the bill, which passed by
a 117-0 vote, Senator Bobby Powell, D-West
Palm Beach, spoke of the canines’ extraordinary
physical and intellectual capabilities. He noted
that the abilities of these dogs far exceed those
of any human being or technology available
to fight crime, including their extreme
cost-effectiveness.

TAVERNA

OCEANA.

Kitchen + Raw Bar

A
wv;f\izlloceana.restaura
)

Bill 226 further extends the safety net for
retired police canines following the passage
of Senate Bill 388 in 2021. That bill permitted
medical care by emergency technicians and
transport by emergency ambulances or
helicopters for critically injured canines.

Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office K9 Huk, amember
of the Swat Team, was saved by Bill 338’s
emergency aid and transport provisions. Last
July 22, 2022, K9 Huk and his handler, Officer
Cheth Plaugher, were part of the JSO SWAT
team involved in a high-speed chase and
shootout outside the Jacksonville Zoo.

After three suspects wrecked their vehicle
and ignored police commands, Plaugher
released Huk, who raced to the car. Huk was
shot in the neck, hindquarters, and wrist and
the suspects then fired at police. Two suspects
died in the ensuing gun battle; another was
taken into custody.

Plaugher and Huk appeared at a Dec. 4th
K9s United fundraising event. The event also
honored JSO law enforcement officers, their
canines, the helicopter pilot Officer Jeff Klebert,
emergency technicians, and First Coast
Veterinary Specialists who saved K9 Huk’s life.

Plaugher said that it was only because of
thelifesaving actions of JSO officers, emergency

From the husband & wife team
who brought you Taverna
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From left, Debbie Johnson with First Coast Veterinary Specialists staff Madison Rummel, Leah Matthews, Raynn Wilson,
Michelle Larson, Officer Cheth Plaugher, his wife Cheryl, and K9 Huk.

medical technicians and the police helicopter
pilot that Huk survived. The critically wounded
dog was airlifted to First Coast Veterinary
Specialists, who saved his life. Plaugher praised
the emergency veterinary and continuing care
that First Coast Veterinary Specialists staff
have provided to Huk. Clinic employees were
introduced following a loud, enthusiastic
greeting from Huk and were presented with a
large, framed photo collage of their most
famous patient.

Other speakers told attendees that these
officers and canines have the most dangerous
jobs on the street. When most people flee from
danger, these dogs run straight at the threat
without hesitation to save lives and protect
citizens.

The all-volunteer K9s United was founded
in 2015 by Debbie Johnson. She was distraught
after a fleeing suspect killed JSO K9 Baron on
Oct. 7,2014. Johnson enrolled in a JSO Civilian
Law Enforcement Class to learn more about
the K9 unit.

Inspired to action, along with her husband
BJ and daughter Emma, she channeled her
grief over K9 Baron’s death into building a
nonprofit organization. K9s United fundraises
to provide the best protective equipment
and emergency veterinarian first aid training
toJSO handlers and canines. The organization
supports and promotes the needs of law
enforcement officers, handlers and their
canines during and after their service,
including memorializing canines killed in
the line of duty.

They provide canine safety equipment,
including bulletproof vests that cost $3,000,
tracking harnesses, car heat alarms and
monitoring, canine first aid kits, and other
equipment. Visit their website for tax-deductible
ways to donate or to pre-order K9s United
specialty Florida license plates to help reach
their requirement of 3,000 orders. Sales of the
license plates would contribute $25 per plate
to K9s United mission.

JSO Lieutenant Commanding Officer of
Canine & Mounted Units Jason Bailey said
that JSO is fortunate to have such support for
their 22 canines. JSO canines are mostly German
shepherds and Belgian Malinois selected and
trained by JSO trainers. While all are trackers,
JSO’s top three trackers are a bloodhound and
two dual-trained tracking/narcotics detection
dogs: a golden retriever and one Labrador
retriever.

Nine JSO canines specialize in narcotics
detection; 12 are explosive detection canines
that sweep events, or anywhere large crowds
gather. In 2023 JSO will add four more dogs
because of Jacksonville’s size and numerous
large venues and events.

Every year law enforcement canines must
be re-certified for duty by outside certifying
officials. Detection canines are certified by
the National Police Canine Association (USPCA).
Patrol canines are certified by the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement.

USPCA Region 1 President Sergeant Aaron
Peterman said that most civilians have no
idea of the constant dangers canine officer
handlers and their canines confront. These
highly intelligent, athletic dogs are continuously
trained for specific jobs within law enforcement.
Peterman said that their presence is a significant
crime deterrent and can cause suspects to
immediately surrender without incident.

Peterman said that the cost of an untrained
police canine averages $12,000. Add training
or titles, and the price increases by approximately
$5,000. JSO canines retire at eight years, but
Peterman said that the national average ranges
from five to 10 years of service. Peterman is a
22 year veteran and canine trainer at the
Lakeland Police Department, where he serves
with his partner, K9 Blizzard. He is a UNF
adjunct professor of Canine Management for
the Institute of Police Technology and
Management.

While all law enforcement canines train to
track and maintain perfect obedience, they
specialize in tasks: patrol, apprehension,
evidence recovery, search and rescue, narcotics,
contraband, or bomb detection. Electronics-
trained detection canines can search any
building or car for jump drives, external hard
drives, or secure digital cards.

The Florida-based, national nonprofit Retired
Police Canine Foundation (RPCF) administers
the new Senate Bill 226 funds to support retired
canines. The program is now part of its efforts
toraise awareness of retired law enforcement
and military canines’ needs.

Most law enforcement officers adopt their
retired canines to live out retirement as family
members. However, this best-case scenario
forretired canines can be difficult for adopters.
Veterinary bills for a retired canine range from
$2,000 to $3,000 annually, plus higher food
costs for large dogs. They often face rental and
housing restrictions or eviction. Only active
duty law enforcement canines are legally
permitted and cannot be restricted from most
rental or other accommodations.

RPCF Executive Director Richard Geraci
said that police canines apprehend thousands
of criminals yearly and protect U.S. law
enforcement officers and citizens against crime
or terrorism in communities of every size. Each
year approximately 10,000 of these highly
trained canines retire from agencies that are
notrequired to, and have no funds to provide
continuing care for retired canines.
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Geraci described tragic cases across the U.S.,
where, because of cost and adoption obstacles,
some retired police dogs end up in shelters or
are euthanized. These issues keep Geraci busy
fielding calls from officers across the nation
asking for help providing for their retired
canines. He also reviews Florida officers’
applications and eligibility for financial
assistance from Senate Bill 226 funds.

Geraci said that one JSO officer and retired
canine have already received financial
assistance from the new bill; two others have
been accepted. Senate Bill 226 provides
reimbursement of up to $1,500 of the annual
veterinary costs for a retired police dog,
including yearly wellness checks, vaccinations,
parasite prevention treatments, medications
and emergency care.

For eligibility, retired police canines must
have five-plus years of law enforcement service
with a Florida police department. A dog that
served three-plus years, then suffered an injury

Retlred Pollce Cunlne Foundutlon Executlve Dlrector Richard
Geraci and his retired K9 Ace.
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K9 United Fuunder Debble Johnson with JSO Off icer Cheth Plaugher, h|s wife Cheryl und K9 Huk.

in the line of duty and retired is also eligible.

The dogs must have been tested and certified
for duty by the State of Florida or the United

States Police Canine Association (USPCA).

The USPCA is the nation’s largest organization
that promotes quality trained and certified
canine law enforcement teams.

Retired police canines experience more
severe physical issues and complications than
typical senior pet dogs. They can be compared
to military soldiers and NFL players whose
rigorous physical activities and injuries take
a heavy toll on their bodies.

Geraciretired to Florida after 20 years with

the New York City Police Department (NYPD).

He was a 9/11 First Responder so affected by
the police canines he saw in action during
that national tragedy, the street cop became
a canine handler and trainer with 30,000
instructor hours. His constant companion is
K9 Ace, his retired six-year NYC Transit Police
canine who celebrated his 10th birthday in
December.
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This house shows a HISTORY OF ORTEGA!!! Built in 1909 and over the years it has
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cathedral ceilings open to the kitchen and a dining area which all open to a
fabulous patio overlooking the half acre lot! 4 bedrooms/2.5 baths 2501 sq. ft.
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UNIOR RESIDENTS

Angels for
Allison hosts
annual Holiday
Open House

i
Art contest winners with Board President Drew Haramis.
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

The Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation
— or Angels for Allison, together with the
Miller Company, welcomed more than 100
guests at its Holiday Open House on Nov. 30
in Ortega Village. This annual event recognizes
the winners of its angel art contest, which
had more than 200 entries from local third
to fifth graders. From those submissions, 12
are then selected to be featured on limited
edition stationary sold during the year.

According to a press release from the
foundation, “Guests enjoyed hot cocoa, sweet
treats, and shopped with Anita’s Garden
Shop, C. Pulignano, Meg Grimes Jewelry,
Wholey Hands and local author Peggy Harrell
Jennings.”

The Ronan School of Music played live
music throughout the evening and the night
was kicked off with a cheer performance by
cheerleaders from Episcopal School of
Jacksonville, St. Mark’s campus. Santa and
Mrs. Claus also made a special guest appearance.

A portion of the evening’s proceeds went
to the foundation.

. i) ok

Specialist in
Pediatric Dentistry

904.423.1377 | kidsldentistry.com

4411 Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 594 (Ortega Park)

Most insurances and care credit accepted

“To be or not to be’
Episcopal School sophomores hold Shakespeare Festival

Sophomores at the Episcopal School [Jf Jacksonville hosted a Shakespeare Fe'stival,.celebruting some of
the Bard’s most classic works.

Tenth graders at the Episcopal School of Jacksonville celebrated the Bard and
some of his most cherished plays at a Shakespeare Festival, held last month at the
school’s Munnerlyn Campus.

“Othello,” “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and “Antony and Cleopatra” were
among the works performed for sixth thru ninth graders on the 20 outdoor stages
arranged throughout the campus. Other performances included “King Lear,” “As
You Like It” and “Hamlet.” In addition to performing, the participating students
worked on the production side as well, working on costumes, posters and other
preparations that went on behind the scenes.

"Tenth grade English instructor Carson Strohecker made this event come to life,”
said English Department Chair Cathy Kanaday in a news release. “With his amazing
vision, combined with patience and attention to detail, this project gave us true
Community Theater. Sixth through tenth graders and faculty all across campus
were sharing and learning alongside each other”

“In addition to the celebration of Shakespeare's inherent, timeless brilliance,
this event was also a celebration of how very much our students can accomplish,”
she added. “The sophomores all worked with plays which were outside of our
curriculum. Really, they wound up being teachers as much as performers, figuring
out how to share their research, discoveries, and creativity with each audience."

SCHOOL

OF THE ARTS

A Duval County Public High School

EXTRAVAGANZA 2023

Moran Theatreinthe Jacksonville Centerforthe PerformingArts

Art Exhibition, 6:00 p.m. / Performance 7:00 p.m.

In celebration of the arts, Douglas Anderson School of the Arts (DA) proudly presents EXTRAVAGANZA
in beautiful downtown Jacksonville for one night only! Please join us for our annual production at the
Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts, Moran Theatre on February 10, 2023.

For more than 30 years, DA’s annual Extravaganza has successfully promoted the best of what Douglas
Anderson students have to offer, highlighting a wide range of styles and moods of music, writing, film,
dance, and theatre, as well as a stunning display of visual art. Those of you who have attended previous
Extravaganzas know how special and professional this evening is, and this year promises to be better
than ever! Over 580 students will participate in the production, which will include several collaborative
works as well as some surprises.

As always, we thank you for your gracious support and look forward to you joining us as we showcase
some of Douglas Anderson’s finest! Come and be a part of the excitement.

—Tina Wilson, Principal

For more information about DA and auditions visit DA-arts.org | 2445 San Diego Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32207
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Celebrating . ogn
L.ocal Youth of the
Year receives free

| car through Boys &
children Girls Clubs

through
the arts.

Laniya Flowers, a local Jacksonville teen and 2022 Youth of
the Year for Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida, recently
received the life-changing surprise gift of a Nissan Altima

for her 19th birthday. On Dec. 1, an unsuspecting Flowers
arrived at Greg’s Auto Collision Center in St. Augustine with Lunlyu FIowers, 2022 Youth uf the Ysur for Eoys & Glrls Cluhs uf Northeast Flondu (BGCNF),

. is shown with her Boys & Girls Club “family” after being surprised with a Nissan Altima for
her mom who had convinced her to stay home longer from her 19th birthday through the Recycled Rides Pragram. Shown are The GEICO Gecko;
her Thanksgiving college break. In addition to the car, she Latosha Nightengale, BGCNF Edward H. White Teen Center Unit director; Natasha Skipper,
also received a $1,000 gift card and a complete car wash kit BGCNF Citi Teen Center Unit director; Laniya Ifl_owgrs, BGCNF 2022_Y0uth of the Year; Kevin

. Carrico, BGCNF vice president of strategic initiatives; and Tracy Bishop, executive
from Enterprise Rent-A-Car. coordinator for the Florida Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs.
) i r
| ‘ ‘| i ‘ ”

“Iwas amazed to receive this generous gift. My Boys & Girls
Club experience has taught me that you're bigger than any
obstacle. The mentors I found at the Club taught me how to
turn obstacles into benefits and use them to become a more
wise, influential person,” said Flowers.

The car donation was made possible by the National Auto
Body Council’s Recycled Rides Program, GEICO, The Florida
Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs, Greg’s Auto Collision Center,
and Enterprise Rent-A-Car.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida chose Flowers as the
recipient of this surprise car giveaway because of her shining
example of the organization’s mission to enable all young
people to reach their full potential.

“We are so proud of Laniya and how well she has represented
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida,” said Paul Martinez,
President & CEO, Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida.

Currently a freshman at Florida State University, Flowers
was named the 2022 Youth of the Year for Boys & Girls Clubs
of Northeast Florida in February following a rigorous selection
process including public speaking, personal essays and panel

" ¢ interviews. Local Youth of the Year winners like Flowers rep-
: " resent the organization for that year in additional regional and . °
H ﬁ . ganiz Y L & . Lun|yu Flowers, 2022 Youth of the Year for Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida, is
national Youth of the Year competitions through Boys & Girls shown with her little brother after receiving a surprise life-changing gift of a Nissan
v Clubs of America. Altima for her 19th birthday through the Recycled Rides Program.
capkidsorg B ¢

'SEEKS SOLUTIONS

ACCEPTS RESPONSIBILITY

CREATES COLLABORATION

ST. JOHNS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL sjcds.net/discover
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JCDS Sharks runiin Light Up the House to support

Ronuld McDonuId Hnuse

Jucksonwlle Country Day School s Sharks on the Run participate in the Light Up the House 5K to benefit Ronald
McDonald House.

Thirty students, six faculty members and 17 parents
from Jacksonville Country Day School (JCDS)
participated in the “Light Up the House” 5K on
Dec. 3 to benefit Ronald McDonald House. The
students and faculty are members of JCDS’
afterschool enrichment program called Sharks on
the Run.

“During each of the Sharks on the Run sessions
we try to weave in the mindsets of Passion First,
Everything is Possible, and We Are Connected,”
said Kathryn Krawiec, Lower Elementary School
team lead. Krawiec and Emma LeComte, fourth
grade teacher, lead Sharks on the Run.

“When looking for our end-of-season run, we
tried to find one that would also provide a teachable
moment for our participants,” said Nathan Renstrom,
JCDS’s director of auxiliary services, who ran the
race with his daughter. “By selecting a run that
supported the local Ronald McDonald House, our
students and their families were able to not only

learn about the important mission of the organization
but also help peers in need””

Six students from JCDS’ Sharks on the Run
program took home “Age Group Winner” trophies
for finishing top 3 in their age group. Two faculty
members and one parent also placed.

Two other faculty members completed the
race while pushing their young children in
strollers. Kamryn St. Thomas, JCDS PE specialist,
had twins at the beginning of this calendar year
and placed first in her age group while pushing
her twin boys.

“It’s important to me to be healthy and be a good
example for my students and my boys,” said St.
Thomas. “It was such a great feeling being to be
able to run with my students and encourage them
to do their very best.”

JCDS students are looking forward to their next
race after the winter break and a new season of
afterschool fun.

A sweet nod to history

Episcopal School Students recreate the
Seminole Club for Gingerbread Extravaganza

Third graders at Episcopal School of Jucksonwlle recreuted the city’s hlstorlc Seminole
Club for their annual submission to the Gingerbread Extravaganza.

The Jacksonville Historical Society (JHS) celebrated the 20th anniversary
of its annual Gingerbread Extravaganza last month at Old St. Andrew’s
Church and third graders at the Episcopal School of Jacksonville’s St. Mark’s
campus joined in on the festivities.

Aswith everyyear, students paid homage to their city’s history by selecting
a historic building for their creation. Their 2022 selection was downtown
Jacksonville’s Seminole Club.

An honored annual tradition was made even sweeter with a surprise field
trip to Sweet Pete’s — housed in the same building where their gingerbread
construction once stood — to “make candy and decorate their masterpiece.”

“My class has been participating in the Gingerbread Extravaganza for 10
years,” said Drew Haramis, third grade instructor in a news release. “When
I run into former students, they always ask whether or not we still make a
gingerbread house! It is a wonderful way for students to learn about and
retain information about the history of our wonderful city.”

The Gingerbread Extravaganza ran from Dec. 8 thru the 27th, with proceeds
benefitting children’s programs at JHS.

will become.

Excellence Across Four Pillars

The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond the
classroom. Episcopal prepares students for success in college
and beyond through a balanced program built on Four Pillars:
Academics, Athletics, Fine Arts, and Spiritual Life. Episcopal
students find their passions while shaping who, not what, they

Visit ES]J.org To Explore Your Future

MUNNERLYN GRADES 6 -12

4455 ATLANTIC BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207
904.396.7104
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450 11th AVE. NORTH, JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250
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Cummer Museum and the
Caring Tree
A December snapshot at RPDS

Last month, sixth graders at Riverside Presbyterian
Day School (RPDS) got firsthand experience comparing
art and literature during a visit to the Cummer
Museum, where they studied “End of the Festival,’
a painting by Hughie Lee-Smith and analyzed it for
similartiies in “thematic and atmospheric elements”
with “coming-of-age” novel, “Okay for Now.” By
getting a firsthand, up-close look at the painting,
students were able to “deepen their analytical skills
as they engaged in a slow look at artwork” versus
the digital versions they’d previously examined in
their language arts classroom.

RPDS also hosted its annual Caring Tree Chapel
last month. PreK 3 thru sixth graders worked with
their community to collect more than 200 gifts for
Lutheran Social Services to distribute to refugee
families in need.

RPDS hosted its annual Caring Tree Chupel last month and collected more than 200 gifts for
Lutheran Sacial Services to donate to refugee families.

The spark of innovation:
‘The Bolles School hosts science and technology expo

The Bolles School celebrated innovation and creativity at its Bolles Science and Technology Expo last month.

More than 100 students from Honors and AP biology and other science and technology clubs and classes participated in
the expo — a “more comprehensive approach to an annual science fair” Participating students also included 2022 SPARK
Scholars Riya Kar ('24), Krish Relan (’23) and Sara Wasserman ('24). That same week, these scholars also presented their

projects at the Mayo Clinic.

SPARK — the Science Program for the Advancement of Research Knowledge — was launched at Mayo Clinic in 2017 for
students in Duval and St. Johns counties. The SPARK Research Mentorship Program, as it is known, “provides high school
students with unparalleled mentored research experience in world-class laboratories at Mayo Clinic.”

Kar, Relan and Wasserman are three of the 20 SPARK Scholars for 2022.
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Assumption Catholic School Glee Club earns
top level trophy at Orlando Music USA Festival

Singers with Assumption Catholic School’s Glee Club
earned a “Superior rating” — top level trophy — for
their performance at the Music USA Festival at
Universal Studios Orlando last month.

This is an annual trip for the school’s seventh and
eighth graders and music teacher Katie Rewa said
she is “so proud of our students for pulling off high

1”7

school level harmonies!

Rewa shared “extra congratulations” to soloists
Erin Trull and Alex Weed and thanked parents for
their continued support.

The Assumption Catholic School Glee Club with their trophy
following their top performance at the Music USA Festival at
Universal Studios Orlando.

The Assumption Catholic School Glee Club.
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Sarah Marshall is the spearhead of JAX
Story Art Studio for homeschool families,
where a team of three teachers offers
classes and workshops all based around
stories—reading them, writing them, and
depicting them in visual art. The downtown
classes and workshops are meant to help
local homeschoolers grow a community,
to connect with other kids over something
they’re interested in—art, which is the
driving force behind it all. It’s a unique,
integrated learning experience.

Sarah and her husband, Dean, along
with their two children arrived in Jacksonville
this year on the Fourth of July after four
years of travel along the east coast of the
U.S. and the Bahamas on their sailboat.
They chose Jacksonville for all it has to
offer homeschool families. “And it’s a good
hurricane hole for Florida,” Sarah said.

The idea for the studio blossomed out
of what was originally intended to be a
free teen art group for her twelve-year-old
daughter, Jacqueline, who enjoys sketching
and digital art in addition to writing and
reading. The group was a way for Jacqueline
to connect and create with other
homeschooled peers. “We’d been removed
from society for a while,” Sarah said. The
art group allowed her daughter to engage
with what she loves doing while at the
same time building community. Several
local teens joined her.

“It went really well!” Sarah said of the
teen group. It was meant to be a free social
situation, but parents began requesting

for their children other types of art classes,
which are not easy to find for students
who are not involved in a school system.
And the parents were willing to pay. So,
Sarah secured a rental space downtown
at The Art Center Cooperative (TACC), 800
West Monroe Street.

In addition to being a mom, Sarah is a
licensed teacher. She holds degrees in
visual art and elementary education. She
had served as an elementary reading
specialist for 15 years at a school in Palm
Beach County, where she designed arts-
integration curricula, which infuse content
with art—whether that content be for
science or social studies or writing. She
has educated teachers and parents on
how to enhance reading instruction. She
has taught the foundations of reading to
countless students, in groups and individually,
including her own son, Cohen, who is
now nine. Sarah is founder, owner, and
operator of New Bern Tutor. [NewBernTutor.
com] She offers private reading lessons
online for beginning and struggling readers
and leads in-person homeschool reading
workshops for parents. It’s this extensive
experience, and her training from Harvard’s
Project Zero and from The Kennedy Center,
that Sarah draws on when planning the
classes and workshops that she leads at
her new studio.

Sarah has taken two other professional
teachers onto her team at JAX Story Art
Studio: Mark Montgomery, a local artist
who taught in China at an international

school, and Erin Sumner, a writing specialist
from the Orange County school district.

The curriculum that Sarah is planning
for the studio is “a true integration of
reading, writing, and art,” she said. There
will be art print talks, where students will
observe pieces and have conversations
about what they’ve noticed. These talks
will provide opportunities for vocabulary
expansion. The studio will provide classes
on descriptive writing about the pieces of
art studied. Art history classes will be
offered, which will integrate reading about
the artists and writing about what was
learned. Students will create art using
different techniques thathad been employed
by the artists the class studies. A variety
of paints, fiber, clay, and more will be
explored. “You name it; we’ll be using it,”
Sarah said.

JAX Story Art Studio is a creative space
for all homeschoolers. “I do it because I
love it. There’s nothing like this out there,
and I wanted my kids to have this,” Sarah
said. Most classes and workshops maintain
a low student-teacher ratio, 8:1 for
elementary, 18:1 for teen groups. All
offerings are co-ed.

Find out about classes, workshops, and
events by joining the private Facebook
group JAX Homeschoolers Story Art Studio,
calling 252-327-9785, or visiting
JAXStoryArtStudio.com.

“The focus is about helping these
homeschoolers connect,” Sarah said. The
goal is to create community.
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BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
Resident Community News

I am grateful for the shops and restaurants
in our neighborhoods and - bust out the
confetti and noise makers - my most important
New Year’s resolution is to be a better buy-
local consumer in 2023.

I decided this after my first experience in
IKEA just before the holidays. TBH, I'm
surprised I lived to talk about it. Having been
absolutely lost in the bowels of the store with
an empty, wobbly-wheeled cart for more
than an hour - spitting and quiet-cussing - I
managed to find the exit and score two sleeves
of sugar-low-soothing Swedish cookies on
the way out. It was there - in the hot expanse
of the store parking lot, slouched behind my
steering wheel with a dribble of crumbs in
my bra and on the pavement below - that I
contemplated the blessings of neighborhood
retail.

Our local businesses are everything an
IKEA is not. Pop the cork!

Before all you IKEA-lovers start getting
uncomfy, I will not be throwing shade on
big box, buy-it-all-for-less-under-one-roof
shopping adventures - nor will I be talking
about the perils of buying of cheap furniture
you have to assemble from Swedish instructions.
That would be petty and unrealistic, because,
let’s face it - there are perks to these places.
And sometimes - many times - there is no
way to avoid NOT going. All I'm saying is,
neighborhood retail is BETTER, and we are
fortunate to live so close to it.

Local shopping and dining centers like
San Marco Square, Five Points, the Shoppes
of Avondale (and in more recent years,
Brooklyn and Lakewood) are “anchor tenants”
to the thriving residential communities
around them. No doubt Telfair Stockton
knew what he was doing when he developed
many of these neighborhoods in the mid-
1920s. People then - and now - want to live
near a “gettin’ place.” Places where you can
get a haircut or get your food and drink on.
Places that make gettin’ of any kind quick,
easy and familiar.

Let’s start with that last word - familiar.
Local shopping is personal! At local gettin’
places, business owners and customers know
each other by name. You might have kids
who go to the same school, you might be in
the same Pilates class. Heck, you might be

RELY ON THE DENTISTS
YOUR NEIGHBORS TRUST

neighbors, or related, even - a common
occurrence if you're a Barton in these parts.
It feels good to know and be known when
you're on the retail prowl. I guarantee you
no one would have known my name at IKEA
if it weren't for the invisible “MY NAME IS
SUSANNA BARTON, HELP ME” sign I taped
to my forehead. What I wouldn’t have done
to be known, found and whisked away to
the check-out line that day. Familiarity, I
think, is the foundation of good community.

In the first year of our marriage nearly 30
years ago, David and I lived in the top floor
of an apartment home on Landon Avenue
one block from San Marco Square. Our
landlord was the legendary Gene Starling,
who owned Starling’s Market where Rue
Saint Marc is located today. What a hotspot.
So pre-Publix, so farm-to-table and early-
organic. In addition to purchasing perishables,
neighbors would visit Starlings to stock up
on good conversation with Gene and his
wife Margay before scooting across the street
to the corner Pic ‘n Save for toothpaste and
expired medicine. There have been so many
memorable relationships on the buy-local
scene over the years. Skin care maven Casey
Lee (who now owns the successful Skin Spa
Eco Luxe Beauty spa in Jacksonville Beach)
shaped my eyebrows at Luxe Lounge while
infants napped on my chest. When I still had
one foot in the hometown nest, Krista Eberle
would send bills to my father in Texas (!!! I
have no words for myself). I loved visiting
Rosie True in San Marco Square because
Angie Sparks was happy to let Ben and Marley
lick her showroom mirrors while I puttered
around the store escapingitall. And of course,
Saturday morning excursions and weekday
lunches at Whiteway Deli were a must no
matter what - because it was always a treat
to see the Salems and old friends and put
back a Barton Special or Anne Beard.

Local shoppingis also - quick. Patronizing
neighborhood stores and restaurants can
make for a real get-in, get-out, get-on-your-
way kind of experience. Exactly the opposite
of IKEA. Whenever a kiddo birthday present
or shower gift was on my get-list, I would
race into the Shoppes of Avondale’s Hobbie
Horse or White’s (later known as the Green
Alligator) because they’d wrap it up real
quick like and make my offering look nice.
Talk aboutlooking nice - I'd be remiss to not
mention local manly man stores. Sometimes
there were - and still are - those “why isn’t
this fixed already” moments that required
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FROM MY EMPTY NEST PERCH

David to make haste to the Curry-Thomas
Hardware store in St. Nicholas or Ace - rarely
the Lowe’s or Home Depot. We have been
blessed with “quick stop” retail over the
years - including the Blockbuster Video and
8 ‘til Late convenient store. Today, I enjoy
the whiz, bang, pop of zipping through the
Miramar WD in for big, oaky chardonnays
and Busch Lite - refreshing rewards for
wrapping up those punishing home
improvement projects.

Sometimes, local restaurants fall into the
quick category. Ilove ordering home delivery
from Taverna. It takes no time at all and the
folks who deliver are always “regulars” -
including some of our kids’ classmates from
Bolles. Of course, getting ice cream or grabbing
a coffee are quick culinary experiences, but
sometimes eating out is as well. Back in the
Dark Ages of attempting restaurants with
small children, our favorite dash-dine
experience was at the original La Nopalera.
We observed one nonnegotiable rule every
time: order and slug the Nop’s extra-large-
size giant margarita, IMMEDIATELY. This
was a must because there was no telling
when the kids would emerge from their
under-the-table soiree in screechy tears
about some misdeed - forcing a hasty exit
and thereby ending the big night out. That
way, at least we scored a buzz. There is
something super reassuring about always
being a five-minute car ride away from home
when you're out - especially with unpredictable
kids in tow.

That’s a perfect segue to the last major
perk of sticking closer to home for your retail:
local shopping is easy, it's convenient, it’s
close. When Ben and Marley attended
Riverside Presbyterian Day School and I
began working for The Resident at its Park
and King area “headquarters,” I really
expanded myretail repertoire. A pre-carpool
line swing through Grassroots market helped
me check the “only the freshest, healthiest
and most organic for my kids” box. And
because I was RIGHT THERE ANYWAY, I
could pop into 5 Points’ iconic Edge City to
elicit some direction from Gunnel Humphrey
and Tom McCleery on how to maintain a
hip mom image despite, well, despite the
fact there was nothing hip about checking
boxes while your kids wait for you in the
carpool line. Perhaps a little more apropos
for the occasion and the time, no pun intended,
were the infrequent dashes to Lanny’s Jewelry
Works in the Shoppes of Avondale for a new
watch battery or necklace clasp. Lanny could
fix the little stuff on the fly and what a bonus
to observe the fishpond (koi pond maybe?)
inside his store. I miss that guy!

The more I write, the more nostalgic I get
for all the neighborhood retailers we’ve
enjoyed patronizing over the years. There
are so many fantastic and unique places to
go! Don’t even get me started on all the thrift,
resale and consignment stores we have in
our hoods. Or the movie theaters. Or the
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specialty cuisine shops. There are too many
to list! But I have to close with a shout out
to Solomon Ventures on Art Museum Drive.
It is hands down one of very best examples
oflocal retail greatness. David and I are late
to this party. In fact, Solomon’s has been on
the neighborhood scene for half a century
or more - some might say the Solomons were
among its founding members. Today, you
can go into the local overstock/retail salvage
store (Where shopping is an adventure!) and
meet three generations of Solomons - Raymond,
Kristin and on occasion one of her precious
20-something-year-olds - working behind
the counter and managing this successful
business. Can you imagine saying howdy-do
to three generations of IKEA owners while
you're, say, in the lighting section? That’s
about as likely as finding your way out of the
store in under an hour. Buyinglocal is personal
- and has history!
We can be so fortunate this is the case. All
I know is that these wonderful stores,
restaurants and small businesses make our
neighborhoods valuable, desirable places
to live. I'd be lying if I said I don’t enjoy the
convenience of an Amazon purchase, but it
is my sincerest New Year’s resolution to be
a more dedicated local shopper and take
stock in the fond memories these places
have made for our family. That’s something
to hum Auld Lang Syne over. Happy New
Year’s and Cheers to neighborhood businesses
- may your sales be prosperous in 2023!

Susanna Barton loves a good bargain,
and a big oaky Chard. She has lived in a
house on Granada Park with her hushand
David, their children Ben (The Bolles
School ‘18, Washington € Lee University
'22) and Marley (The Bolles School 20,
Sewanee The University of the South ‘24),
and geri-dog Dot for 25-plus years. She
has written for The Jacksonville Business
Journal, The Resident, Jacksonville
University and The Bolles School during
her professional life in Jacksonville and
is now exploring the realms of early
retirement. She really enjoys embarrassing-
mom-walk exercising later in the morning,
napping, reading and catching some rays
when she’s not watching terrible reality
television, particularly Dr. Pimple Popper.
Each month, she will share reflections
on neighborhood qualities for which she
is grateful.
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Cookie Davis

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

Carranna Shirley Faling was quite along name
for such a cute little girl. It was a mouthful for
amother to say, too. The year was 1941, when
Dagwood and Blondie Bumstead were popular
comic strip characters. They had a daughter
named Cookie. So, Cookie Faling it is, her
mother had decided.

Cookie Davis

Since there was no hospital where the Faling
family lived in Neptune Beach, Cookie was
born at St. Luke’s on 8th Street in Jacksonville.
Her dad was Robert “Bob” P. Faling, an
accountant who worked for the shipyards and
then in private practice. Her mother, Edith
Vivian Faling nee Copeland, was a woman
ahead of her time who owned her own laundry
and dry-cleaning business at the corner of
Walnut and East 3rd Streets.

Cookie grew up with one younger sister,
Sandra, in Oceanway where their parents
owned a large fishing camp and restaurant
at the end of Starratt Road. It was called
Shady Rest, and itincluded a dock, bait house,
and boat rental business. “Ilived at the end
of a dirt road on a fish camp, while the KKK
burned a cross on property just up the road,”
Cookie said. She lived there when neighbors,
who were farmers and cattlemen, along with
zoo staff captured a tiger that had escaped
during a storm and was roaming the woods.
There, Cookie had been chased by a turkey,
a bull, and a wild pig. “I loved living out
there,” she said.

At age four, Cookie began dance lessons at
Hinson’s. Within a couple of years, she had
been chosen to dress like Minnie Mouse and
burst out of a cake during a recital at the
Florida Theatre. Movies at Brentwood back
then costa dime, and they included cartoons
and newsreels. “You got your dime’s worth,”

Cookie said. In the late '50s, she swam and
lifeguarded at the Springfield Pool when it
was segregated.

Cookie had begun elementary school in
Oceanway until she and her sister went off
to boarding schools, their mother believing
that to be the most advantageous option for
them. Cookie returned to Jacksonville during
her sophomore year and graduated in 1959
from Andrew Jackson High School. She
proceeded to Florida Junior College and then
to the University of North Florida (UNF) where
she shot on the national Olympic-level archery
team. “I had taken every art and art history
course thatI could as electives while attending
college and was continuing to paint in my
free time,” Cookie said.

Cookie had always been particularly interested
in artand sports. But her dad was determined
that she get a college education that would
lead to doing something to make a “real” living.
So, she earned at UNF a degree in education.
While in school and afterwards, Cookie worked
in the radio business. By the 1960s, she was
serving as vice president for WOBS, a Jacksonville-
based chain of Black stations throughout the
Southeast, which allowed her to use her artistic
talents designing logos and required her to
travel to places where there were some real
racial struggles, particularly in Alabama. “It
was a very interesting and enlightening time
in my life,” she said.

When Cookie was a young woman in the
1960s, Jacksonville was so small that residents
knew the names of every lawyer and every
doctor in town. Most thoroughfares were only
two-lane roads; there was no expressway. The
deep horn that people called Big Ben could be
heard all over town every morning and evening.
These were the days when Cohen Brothers,
which is now City Hall, was the place to shop.
And diners at Morrison’s Cafeteria were greeted
by Charlie McRoy—the doorman in white
gloves—assuring, “No waiting. There’s a short
line in the Carriage Room.”

In addition to her success in the radio
business, Cookie held a position with Swisher
International, the maker of King Edward cigars.
She worked in marketing and publications
for the company, which allowed her to remain
connected to art. For a dozen years, Cookie
ran her own graphic design and printing
business, Take It To Press, in Riverside’s 5
Points area. Cookie realizes that women of
her generation were not often given the

cookie Davis and John Glessner atan Avondale Dance
Studios competition, circa 2000

UNF Archery Team, circa 1972, training for Olympic trials in California: Cookie, Claude, Gene, William, and Donna

opportunities that she has enjoyed, and she
attributes a great deal to the influence of her
mother.

In the 1970s, Cookie took a clay class from
Christy Rogers at a museum on Art Museum
Drive. “I had always wanted to make a clay
pot,” Cookie said. After throwing some cups,
saucers, and vases, she decided she would go
to Woolworth’s and buy those
items. Instead, she began hand-
building and manipulating the
clay, working with Ruby Floyd
and Vina Schemer.

During this period, Cookie
was also doing research for a
jazzstudies project at Jacksonville
University with Bill Davis, whom
she married, of the Bill Davis
Trio. The further they delved into
the roots and history of the blues,
jazz, and other music forms, the
more interested Cookie became
in African music and culture.

“The Story People were born,” she
said. That’s what Cookie calls the
sculptured pieces and paintings
that she exhibits and is known for

could make aliving as an artist,” Cookie said.
But she did. And she remains immersed in
the art community, now as a volunteer. “My
goal has been to encourage women to find
their place, whether itis in business or in the
arts,” Cookie said. She has surely done that.
And more.

throughout Jacksonville’s art
community. Her works are stories
without words. She has filled
sketch books with ideas and themes
for sculptures. In early 2016, she began
translating some of them into paintings, “Story
People on Canvas.” Her work can be found in
permanent collections nationally and
internationally.

In addition to being an exhibiting artist,
Cookie is a volunteer chairperson and board
member of several cultural organizations and
events. She administers many programs and
solicits outreach opportunities in the community.
In 2014, the Cultural Council of Jacksonville
presented her with the first Robert Arleigh
White Award for Advocacy to
honor her efforts at educating
the general public, business
leaders, and elected officials
about the intrinsic and
economic value of the arts
and culture. Every Wednesday
for the past several years,
she’s been teaching classes
at The Art League of
Jacksonville. Cookie’s dad
had not envisioned this is
how she would use her
education degree.

Though her dad didn’t
want Cookie to be an artist,
she found a way to satisfy
both of their desires. She
had several “real” jobs,
as he had insisted. And
she infused every one
of them with art. “He

Cookie Davis teaching at The Art League of Jacksonville, 2019

Cookie has completed the local River Run
13 times, but these days, she’s a walker—two
miles at least five times a week throughout
her Murray Hill neighborhood. “One year I
walked 1,037 miles,” she said. Cookie also
likes to cook and owns a lot of cookbooks. She
often tries new recipes as requested by her
friends. Twice annually, she hosts a fish fry,
harking back to her roots in Oceanway.

Amid itall, Cookie is the mother of two, Eva
Christina Porter and Kimberly Edith Brown;
grandmother of two; and great-grandmother
of six.

couldn’timagine a girl

Linda wi i i i
0 Wilder & Cookie Davig running the inaugural Disney World Marathon 1994
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INMEMORIAM

Elise Bancroft McQuaid

NOVEMBER 12, 1932 - DECEMBER 7, 2022

The world haslost a greatlady. Elise
Bancroft McQuaid died on December
7, aged 90 years old. She was
surrounded by her family: husband
and best friend, C. Murray McQuaid;
children David, Matilda, Anna and
Patricia; grandchildren Ben and
Lisey, and nephew Bill. Six other
grandchildren - Alex, Jack, Matylda,
Matthew, Ravenel and Hiraani - along
with nephew Douglas, nieces Lori,
Anne, Susan, Tricia, and grandnieces
Elisabetta and Katy, were there in
spirit. Her precious dogs, Fly and
Flea Roy, were appropriately underfoot.
Elise was born November 12, 1932,
in Albany, Georgia, where she lived
with her older sister, Patricia, her
mother, Anna Lange, and stepfather,
Winthrop Bancroft, until 1946, when
they moved to Jacksonville, Florida.
She attended Bartram School and
then transferred to St. Anne’s in
Charlottesville, Virginia. She graduated
from Mt. Holyoke College in 1954.

A chance meeting of mothers, Anna
Bancroft and Henrietta McQuaid,
led to Murray accompanying Elise
to her debut in 1951. Despite
boyfriends along the way, Murray
won Elise over and they married on
April 28, 1956.

Elise was a devoted wife, mother,
friend, teacher, and volunteer. She
was a member of the Junior League
and served on the board of the
Children’s Home Society in
Jacksonville. During the time Elise
and Murray lived in Miami, Florida
in the early 1970s, she dedicated
herselfto the Save the Palm Society,
a not-for-profit organization she
started in response to the yellow
blight that was swiftly robbing Florida
of the picturesque Jamaican Tall
palm trees that graced beaches, parks
and streets. With help from plant
enthusiast Paul A. Drummond and
many tree sales along the way, Miami
was replanted with Malayan Dwarf

Palms resistant to the disease. For
her extraordinary efforts, Elise
received the Fairchild Tropical
Garden’s prestigious Montgomery
medal.

Elise McQuaid was a humanitarian
in the truest sense of the word, selfless
and generous of time and devotion.
A master networker and lover of all
people, she was always interested
in others and humble to a fault, with
no trace of ego or pique.

We will miss you, Elise and Mom,
but we know that you have left this
world a better place.

At her request funeral services
will not be held; a celebration of her
life will be planned later. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to
the Children’s Home Society of
Florida (https://chsfl.org) or to a
charity of your choice. Funeral Home:
Schnauss Northeast Funeral Home
& Cremation Services; 904.683.9288
(for verification)
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Discover the
right plan to meet
weight-loss goals

close to home. Appointments are available.

Ask questions during your one-on-one
consultation with a doctor who listens

The decision to have weight-loss surgery is personal. So is how we
care for you. Our experienced weight-loss specialists are ready to

answer your questions and be a partner in your journey. Your doctor
will work with you to create a personalized plan. Schedule a consultation

ﬁ Schedule a consultation.
ascension.org/StVincentsWeightLoss

Ascension
St.Vincent’s

Weight-loss results may vary depending on the individual. There is no guarantee of specific results.

© Ascension 2023. All rights reserved




No matter how you choose
to spend your time,

may your passions always reflect a
LIFE WELL CELEBRATED with

for you and your loved ones.
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Let us help you celebrate your way,
we can show you how today!

“Hardage-Giddens shares its Core Values of Respect, Integrity, Enduring Relationships, and Service
Excellence and thanks you for Generations of families served here in Jacksonville and the surrounding

areas. Please allow us the honor in creating a lasting Celebration of Life for many Generations to come.”

NJ W, President

. %aw 7'ucca, Director of Operations

HARDAGE-GIDDENS ST JOHNS HARDAGE-GIDDENS OAKLAWN HARDAGE-GIDDENS, RIVERSIDE HARDAGE-GIDDENS EDGEWOOD  HARDAGE-GIDDENS GREENLAWN
FUNERALS & CREMATIONS CHAPEL & CEMETERY MEMORIAL PARK & FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
1285 St. Johns Pkwy., St. Johns 4801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville 7242 Normandy Blvd., Jacksonville 729 S Edgewood Ave., Jacksonville 4300 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville

904-342-1011 904-737-7171 904-781-9262 904-388-2711 904-396-2522

HARDAGE-GIDDENS RIVERMEAD HARDAGE-GIDDENS MANDARIN HARDAGE-GIDDENS HOLLY HILL BEACHES CHAPEL HARDAGE-GIDDENS CHAPEL HILLS

FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL HOME & MEMORIAL PARK BY HARDAGE-GIDDENS FUNERAL HOME & GARDENS

127 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park 11801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville 3601 Old Jennings Rd., Middleburg 1701 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach 850 St. Johns Bluff Road N, Jacksonville

904-264-2481 904-288-0025 904-282-9336 904-249-2374 904-641-9755

HARDAGE-GIDDENS Dignity

MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOMES, CEMETERIES & CREMATIONS C% LIFE WELL CELEBRATED’ (&)




FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME
mMpmﬂmmm

TRADITIONS

REALTYLC

WE'A'gE‘I,'JACKS@NVILLE EXPERTS

& A -

2% AND_ WORK EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE FIRST.COAST. COMMUNITY.

The dedlcatlon knowledge and experience W|th Jacksonwlle real estate is what creates the Traditions Realty difference.

'PROPERTY MANAGEMENT at its finest, a cornerstone of our work in residential real estate.

For many years, our team of real estate experts has been serving the area, ensuring assets and investments are handled with care.
By way of proprietary software, an outstanding team of maintenance and management professionals,
we provide real estate investors with the highest level of service.
A seamless experience requires the resources, knowledge of market conditions, and experience to get the job done right, from start
to finish. We are a leader in the industry because we know how to handle any situation you may encounter as a property owner.

TRUST...

is the cornerstones of our operations - our track record speaks for itself - let us help you manage your assets successfully and seamlessly today.

TRADITIONS...

are what you'll pass on, so let us manage the assets that help you build upon the foundation you've built - or are currently building - for generations to come.

1423 RENSSELAER AVE - $245,000
1BR/1BA/477 sqft.

This beautifully renovated cottage in historic Avondale
is a gardener's dream and was featured on the 2019
Riverside Avondale Preservation Home Tour. HVAC,
electric, plumbing replaced in 2017 and roof replaced
in 2021. This property is complete with custom finishes
that make this tiny house easy to live in - built-in
bookshelf, custom closets with roll-out shoe shelves,
and even a dog-food bin in the kitchen - every detail
has been thought out!

FOR SALE

1827 LANDON AVE - $335,000 4601 HERCULES AVE- $285,000 1050 CONGLETON TER - $269 900
2BR/2BA/938 sqft. 3BR/1BA/1,450 sqft. 2BR/1BA/910 sqft.

3562 PINE ST 1 - $2,475/mo. 3623 VALENCIARD - $1,950/mo. 2716 OAK ST 3 - $1,900/mo.
2BR/2BA/1HB/1,800 sqft. 2BR/2BA/1,985 sqft. 2BR/2BA/1HB/ 1,365 sqft.

904.683.5230 | 1046 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204 | TraditionsJax.com | B} @TraditionsRealtyJax.com





