AVAILABLE
NOW!

JACKSONVILLE’S GUIDE TO PHILANTHROPY —
THE EVENTS, PEOPLE, COMPANIES AND
PLACES THAT DEFINE OUR CHARITABLE CITY.

VISIT CIRCLESCHARITYREGISTER.COM

'm—d
BOLLES TURNS 90

Students across all four Bolles campuses
gathered on Jan. 5 for a special Founders’
Day convocation, commemorating the
school’s establishment 90 years ago,
onJan. 5,1933.

The convocation featured videos
highlighting Bolles’ rich history and the
enthusiasm surrounding the school’s
90th birthday. Students also shared brief
histories of their respective campuses, and
lower school students recited poems about
why they love attending Bolles. Faculty and
staff distributed bracelets to lower school
students that read, “Happy 90th Birthday,
Bolles,” while upper and middle school
students enjoyed Founders’ Day cupcakes.

PINT-SIZED PRIDE

Riverside Preshyterian Day schoolers don
their jerseys in support of the Jacksonville
Joguars.
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A FAMILY AFFAIR ATTHE FLURIDA FORUM

During the reception Carolyn and Clancy Houston, Mary Love Strum, Katie and Whitfield Athey
gathered to toast the final installment of the 2022-23 speaker series. The final celebrity guest
in the celebrated event series is one of TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of 2020
and 2021, a gold medalist and advocate for women’s rights.
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On Thursday, Jan. 26 at Aspire Church in the heart of San Marco, volunteers from the Salvation
Army Women’s Auxiliary were putting their tastebuds to work as they sampled tidbits of delicious
creations. Decisions made during this evening of fellowship help to formulate the menu for the
annual Celebrity Chefs Tasting Luncheon and Silent Auction, which is slated for Thursday, March
23 at the Prime Oshorn Convention Center.

Items present at the auction range from artwork to collectibles, jewelry, dinners, spa treatments,
sports memorabilia, weekend getaways, rounds of golf, designer accessories, to name a few
that will enhance the seasonal Spring luncheon.
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PEELING
BACK THE
LAYERS
OF
SCANDAL

Duval citizens could learn more
details about failed TEA sale

BY LINDSEY GAST
Resident Community News

The Duval County Republican Executive Committee
(REC), which serves as the governing body of the
Duval County Republican Party, unanimously
approved a resolution calling for the creation of a
statewide grand jury to investigate the failed attempt
to sell JEA. The resolution describes the attempted
sale of JEA as “potentially one of the greatest
schemes to defraud [Jacksonville] taxpayers in the
history of our city” and calls on the right of Duval
citizens to know the details surrounding the
culpability of those involved in the sale.

Approved through emergency consideration at
its Jan. 16 meeting, the resolution will be sent to
Gov. Ron DeSantis, asking him to petition the
Florida Supreme Court to impanel the statewide
grand jury to investigate “potential violations of
Florida law” and the “actions of those public
officials, private individuals, and business entities
who intentionally misled the citizens of Duval
County regarding the proposed sale of JEA, who
concealed material facts regarding the proposed
sale, or who attempted to improperly influence
the valuation process and the Invitation to Negotiate.”

“It’s perfectly defensible to say ‘Gee, we want to
do a valuation process and figure out what JEA is
worth to the city as an asset, but the way this
evolved over time, especially when the conversation
began with this notion that JEA was in a death
spiral, clearly indicates there was an intention to
deceive the voters of Duval County. That’s not
good,” said Robin Lumb, REC committee member
and former chair.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BV E *75

ON FILLER

SAVE *50°

BOTOX . DYSPORT

*NEW PATIENTS ONLY

PONTE VEDRA BEACH . AVONDALE

TOWN CENTER . FERNANDINA . ST. AUGUSTINE

theamaramedspa.com




2 | RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

RESIDENTNEWS.NET | FEBRUARY 2023

Darkness
and Light

A beacon of hate unites a
community and reveals the

darkness of politics

BY LINDSEY GAST
Resident Community News

A beam oflight momentarily turned downtown into a beacon
of darkness, as antisemitic actors projected a cross and swastika
across the face of the CSX building on Jan. 14. But
the actors’ intended goal of hate appeared to have had the
opposite effect, as the city of Jacksonville immediately rallied
behind its Jewish brothers and sisters, passing an emergency
bill at the Jan. 24 city council meeting.
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The legislation, originally penned by Council Member
LeAnna Cumber, prohibits messages from being projected
onto a building without the owner’s approval and consent.
Regardless of the content, the light violators could be charged
with a second-degree misdemeanot, punishable by up to 60
days of jail time and a $2,000 fine.

“We know this won't be the thing that stops hate, but it will
make it that much harder,” said Adam Chaskin, CEO of the
Jewish Community Alliance during a press conference. “Iam
very proud that the city of Jacksonville stepped up with this
legislation.”

At the press conference, attended by fellow Council Members
Michael Boylan, Matt Carlucci, Randy DeFoor and Reggie
Gaffney, Jr., Cumber cited six separate incidents over the past
six months as the impetus behind the bill.

“Antisemitism is as old as time, but we must find everylegal
avenue to stop it. We need to be the leader in the state and in
the country to stop these messages. Let me be clear, these are
not isolated incidents,” she said.

“We look at combating hate and bias like an octopus with
numerous arms,” said Mariam Feist, CEO of the Jewish
Federation & Foundation of Northeast Florida. “Elected
officials passing a bill like they did, is one of those. It makes
avery strong statement: There is legal, punitive action if one
does this.”

Feistinsisted that the community is indeed coming together
to combat bias and hate at its roots, noting that David Miller,
on behalf of the Miller family, made a $1M grant to do so.
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Bryan Tucker, vice president curpnrute'communicutions for CSX, addresses the crowd uf a Jan. 19 press conference as, L to R, council members Randy DeFoor, LeAnna
Cumber, Matt Carlucci, Michael Boylan and Jewish Community Alliance CEO Adam Chaskin look on.

Since the inception of the Together Strong Community Fund,
businesses like Florida Blue, Vystar, Haskell, Baptist Foundation,
the Jaguars Foundation, and CSX have all invested, as well as
other philanthropists.

While the passing of the bill was expected to be the highlight
of the city council meeting, public commentary from some
showed frustration over feeling like the problem had been
ignored for other communities. The verbiage in the bill was
intentionally content-neutral in order to protect all marginalized
communities, as well as the central, protected tenet of free
speech.

“This legislation is the perfect intersection of what is right
and what is constitutional,” said Council Member Randy
DeFoor.

The bill also became a sort of political football, shining light
on procedural issues for the council, especially in light of the
upcoming mayoral race. Two identical and competing pieces
of legislation were presented to the Office of General Counsel
(OGC): Cumber’s, 2023-0048, as well as 2023-0044, introduced
by Council Members Terrance Freeman, Ron Salem, Sam
Newby, Rory Diamond, Ju’Coby Pittman, Tyrona Clark-Murray
and Nick Howland.

Council Member Matt Carlucci drafted a Jan. 23 communication
outlining his issues about the filings of the proposals. In it,
he alleged that 2023-0044 circumvented the filing process by
requesting a pre-number, which has historically never been
used for these types of bills. He claimed that the move
introduced an “unprecedented” use of authority by Council
President Terrance Freeman. Freeman denied any wrongdoing,
claiming it is well within the rules to request pre-numbers as
they send out the bill for additional support.

Order is important in that the bills are assigned numbers,
and thereby voted on, in the order in which they are received.
This action resulted in Cumber’s bill being dismissed later in
the meeting, despite being submitted to the OGC first.

Carlucci, at the meeting, said, “This is not a political
statement. If we file a bill and someone jumps ahead of us,
that is not right, that is not fair. Council rules, traditionally,
have always said first-in-first-out. T have never, ever, seen such
behavior in all my life. There comes a point where we need
to give credit where credit is due.”

Council Member Joyce Morgan echoed that procedures ..
do matter. They absolutely do matter”

Notwithstanding the political drama, most all council
members reiterated their support of the bill’s content and
intent, passing the resolution 18-1.

FAILED JEA SALE

CONTINUED FROM COVER ...

The resolution, presented by Duval County
Republican Party Chairman Dean Black, was
initially proposed by Jax Integrity, a group that
advocates for transparency, accountability,
and ethical conduct reforms. Fifty REC members
sponsored the resolution.

In a Jan. 15 e-mail from Lumb to Black and
other partyleadership, Lumb said the reasoning
behind the resolution was “self-explanatory.”

“The key takeaway from these discussions
isthat the current federal grand juryinvestigation
[which indicted JEA CEO Aaron Zahn and
finance chief Ryan Wannemacher in 2022 on
conspiracy and wire fraud] has probably run
its course, and, unlike state grand juries, that
federal grand juries do not issue reports that
detail their findings. Consequently, the citizens
of Duval County will never know what was
happening behind the scenes when JEA was
put on the auction block,” wrote Lumb.

“I’'m not accusing anybody of having
committed a crime,” said Lumb. “All we have
at this point are a lot of unanswered questions

and a thorough need to go back over what
happened and get answers so this kind of
thing doesn’t happen again.”

Florida statewide grand juries can investigate
violations of Florida law that are beyond the
reach of federal prosecutors, issue indictments,
as well as reports that document acts of
malfeasance and wrongdoing that might fall
just short of actual criminal conduct.

“This city has a serious problem with
institutional corruption, influence peddling
and self-dealing,” said Lumb. “I think the
governor would be doing the citizens of Duval
County a favor if he not only petitioned for a

EASTCOAST

Compounding & Pharmacy

Florida’s Premiere

1617 Atlantic Blvd. ] Jacksonville, FL 32207| (904) 648-2262

Independently Owned,
Compounding Pharmacy

grand jury to investigate the failed scheme to
sell JEA, but if he broadened this mandate to
look into corruption generally inside Duval
County government.”

The process depends on DeSantis petitioning
the Florida Supreme Court; Lumb encourages
all Duval County citizens to appeal to him to
do so. Citizens can reach the governor’s office
at (850) 717-9337 or submit their request at
www.flgov.com/email-the-governor.

“It requires Gov. DeSantis to decide he’s
going to act on it, so the ball is in his court. I
think he’ll look at it and give it serious
consideration,” Lumb said.
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IT'S TIME FOR NEW LEADERSHIP - NOT POLITICS AS USUAL

MO I’g an * Business Leader at

A Fortune 100 Company
RO B E R I S * Wife and Mother of Three

BN FOR CITY COUNCIL  * Community Advocate

“Like so many of you, I am tired of politics
as usual. Time and time again, our city has
been let down by empty promises. Rather
than simply complain about it, I decided
to try to make a difference.

As a parent, volunteer and global business
leader, I bring a unique skill set to
Jacksonville’s City Council. Independent
leaders and a strong strategic vision are

critical now more than ever. Working

together, we can make Jacksonville the
very best it can be!”

%W Asbarta

© « < o

Real Solutions Data driven Fiscal Collaborative Common Sense
for Safer Streets Responsibility Enhancements to leadership for real

public education world problems

NO MORE POLITICS AS USUAL,
Vote Morgan Roberts for City Council District 5

Learn more at

VoteMorganRoberts.com
Info@VoteMorganRoberts.com

Political advertisement paid for by Morgan Roberts, Republican, for Jacksonville City Council, District 5.
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Jacksonville’s March elections to use court-ordered
remedial City Council district map

Duval County Supervisor of Elections

City Council District

LEARN MORE:
VISITUS AT
RESIDENTNEWS.NET

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

An estimated 200,000 voters will be impacted
by the new City Council district lines and
precinct locations in the upcoming March
election.

This is the latest development in the ongoing
redistricting lawsuit against the City of
Jacksonville.

At a Jan. 10 meeting, the City Council
approved the new precinct boundaries and
polling locations for nine impacted districts.
The boundaries for the remaining five districts
will remain unchanged.

The impacted districts are districts 2, 3, 7,
8,9,10, 11, 12 and 14.

A press release from the Duval County
Supervisor of Elections Office, issued on Jan.
18, confirmed the court-ordered map, with
these new boundaries, will be in effect for the
upcoming election on March 21.

Last November, the City Council approved
and submitted a redrawn map to the court
for consideration (Maroon Map IIIE Fix).

Three alternative maps were also submitted
by the plaintiffs — the Jacksonville branch of
the NAACP, Northside Coalition of Jacksonville,
Inc., Florida Rising Together, Inc. the ACLU
of Florida Northeast Chapter and 10 private
citizens.

In a court order the following month, the
court rejected the City’s submitted map,
instead ordering the City to implement one
of the plaintiffs’ maps — Plan 3 — as its
remedial map for any upcoming elections,
“...beginning with the regular 2023 Council
and 2024 School Board elections and until
entry of a final judgment in this case.”

The plaintiffs’ Plan 3 map, the court wrote,
“most closely adheres to the legitimate
redistricting criteria advocated by the City
Council and requested by the public.”

The court expanded on the merits of the
plaintiff’s map, stating its boundary lines for
districts 2 and 12 are identical to the City’s
Maroon IIIE Fix map. Per the court, some of
Plan 3’s additional merits include that it:

o “doesnotdivide Springfield or downtown;”

o ‘“keepsthe Woodstock and surrounding

neighborhoods together in District9 to
a greater degree than the Remedial
Plan;”

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF THE DUVAL COUNTY

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS.

o ‘“keeps Murray Hill, Riverside, Avondale

and Ortega together;”
o ‘“unites Chimney Lakes and Argyle Forest
[in District 14];”

e ‘“keeps San Mateo in District 2;” and

e “complies with the provision of the
Jacksonville City Charter that requires
districts to be in as ‘logical and compact
[a] geographic pattern’ as possible.”

In the final days of the year, the City filed
a motion for a stay of “the district court’s
order” and requesting “permission to use
the City’s remedial map for all upcoming
elections.”

OnJan. 6, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
11th Circuit denied the motion.

In an e-mail, Supervisor of Elections Mike
Hogan confirmed all impacted voters will be
notified by mail “well before” the upcoming
election. Each will receive a new voter
information card providing their new City
Council and school board districts along with
their new precinct location and a sample
ballot listing “all the candidates that specific
voter is eligible to vote for”

“Our website has excellent information for
every voter,” he added. “On the homepage of
our website, there is a link entitled WHERE

DOIVOTE [sic], when the voter clicks on that
link, they will be prompted to enter their
residential address which will then provide
them with their precinct information and
location.”

Voters without access to a computer are
encouraged to contact the SOE office at (904)
255-8683 and any available staff member can
provide assistance.

This new map has had immediate impacts
on the upcoming election, including District
10 Council Member Brenda Priestly-Jackson'’s
withdrawal from the election. She submitted
her notice of withdrawal to the SOE on Jan.
12 and shared a photo of the two-page letter
on her Twitter account.

Though she cited “varied reasons” for her
withdrawal, she wrote, “..two overarching
reasons for my decision are that I believe the
current interim remedial map used for
redistricting unjustly draws 85% of Black
neighbors into the new boundaries for District
10 and the waiver of the residency requirements
for nine of the 14 single member council
districts erodes the Jacksonville Charter””

Residents unsure of their City Council
district or polling locations can visit www.
duvalelections.org.
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Conceptual designs in progress for downtown’s Shipyards West Park
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A10-acre park is planned for Jacksonville’s Northbank, between Catherine Street and Hogans Creek.

this underutilized gem, strengthen the con-  people, creating opportunity and embracing While there is no set date for the submission
BY MICHELE LEIVAS nection of the waterfront to the city and the = the beautiful views and majestic aura ofthe = of any conceptual designs, DIA expectsitto be
Resident Community News community, and intentionally link city center ~ St. Johns River. Creating a world-class des-  available for review sometime during this first

to the sports and entertainment neighborhood  tination riverfront park system in downtown  quarter of the year. Public input and feedback
through welcoming, walkable and vibrant isatop priority for the DIA, and the completion  remains a crucial component of this project.
Designs are underway for Shipyards West  connections.” of Shipyards West Park is key to making that “Community engagement is critical to this
Park, anew public park slated for the 10-acre The plan for Shipyards West Park was first ~ vision come to life. We look forward to  project,” wrote DIA Strategic Initiatives
space along the St. Johns River’s northbank  conceived as part of the Jessie Ball duPont  providing the citizens of Jacksonville aspace ~ Coordinator Ina Mezini in an e-mail. “Through-
between Catherine Street and Hogans Creek. ~ Fund’s Riverfront Activation Plan, released they can feel proud of.” out the planning process, there will be many

According to a press release, Agency in August 2022. A panel of specialists will provide support  opportunities for community members to
Landscape + Planning, LLC has joined “a Led by Jacksonville’s Downtown Investment  for the design team, including oversightand  share their ideas and feedback to inform
core design team of designers and engineers,”  Authority (DIA), this project is overseen in  expert advice on “cultural, environmental decisions along the way.’

which includes WXY and Haskell. Thisteam  conjunction with the city’s Parks, Recreation, = and economic” factors as the project moves Mezini added community members
will work together to create conceptual designs ~ and Community Services Department. forward. This panel’s additional dutiesareto  interested in following the project’s progress
and schematics for the park that will “honor “This is an exciting time in history for  ensure “everyvoice in the communityisheard are encouraged to visit www.shipyardswest.
the site’s unique historical and ecological = downtown Jacksonville,” said DIA CEO Lori  and every aspect of the waterfront’s futureis  com, send e-mails to hello@adgmark.com

heritage, transform the identity and use of ~ Boyer in the release. “We are connecting thoughtfully considered.” or call the team at (904) 800-8685.
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Stewarding the urban core:

The Emerald Trail dream becomes reality

BY KAREN RIELEY
Resident Community News

Creating a trail encircling Jacksonville’s urban
core and its surrounding historic neighborhoods
isnolonger justa pipe dream. Local nonprofit
Groundwork Jacksonville has raised funds
and work has begun on The Emerald Trail, a
30-mile urban trail that will engage, educate
and inspire residents and visitors alike.

The trail will highlight the geographic
diversity unique to Northeast Florida. When
completed, the trail will link San Marco,
Brooklyn, Riverside, Lackawanna, Mixon
Town, Robinson’s Addition, College Gardens,
New Town, Durkeeville, Hogans Creek, Phoenix,
Eastside, Springfield, Downtown and LaVilla.
Visitors will travel along the banks of McCoys
and Hogan creeks and walk the riverwalks on
both sides of the St. Johns River. The trail will
link to 16 schools, two colleges and 21 parks,
with 13 additional schools and 17 parks located
within three blocks. Twenty of the trail’s 30
miles will be built new.

“Jacksonville is incredibly spread out, and
the suburbs have little relationship to the
urban core,” said Kay Ehas, Groundwork
Jacksonville’s CEO. “I hope the trail will be a
social connector as well as a physical connector”

Lori Boyer, CEO of Downtown Investment
Authority (DIA), says that the trail will have
major economic impact on the city.

“The Emerald Trail will help us recruit
workforce to Jacksonville, especially younger
workers, which makes the city attractive to
businesses considering moving here,” said
Boyer. “It will increase property values and
redevelopment opportunities in neighborhoods
thatare currently underutilized, which increases
tax revenue to support schools, police and
other city services.”

Boyer says a number of developments,
either planned or already underway, have
access to the trail in mind, including One
Riverside (at the former Times-Union site),
the Lofts at Brooklyn and LaVilla's new Johnson
Common Townhomes.

People can already see the project taking
place in the LaVilla segment. McCoys Creek
Boulevard from Cherokee Street to Margaret
Street has been removed and new culs-de-sac
with parks have been constructed on the
following streets: Sunshine, Crystal, Leland,
Smith and Broward. Nixon Street has been
reconstructed and provides access to nearby
properties and roadways. Greenways,
landscaping and sidewalks have been added.

Bridges on Stockton and King streets will
be replaced with new bridges at higher
elevations. Bike paths and sidewalks will be
added to both bridges.

Groundwork Jacksonville has engaged
with neighborhood stakeholders, business
leaders, funders and the City to plan the
trail. It hopes to have the trail completed
by 2029, with one segment under construction
and one in design at the same time. The
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The R|ver3|de Spur of the Emeruld Trail kICkS off at the FuIIer Wurren Bridge and ends at Memorial Park.

LaVillalink connecting Brooklyn and LaVilla
communities to the S-Line Rail Trail in the
Railyard District should open by the end of
March with opening festivities in April. Cost
is projected at $8.9 million. The Hogan
Street segment between Riverwalk and FSCJ
is in design now with construction expected
to begin in late summer 2023, with a projected
cost of $7.9 million.

The Riverside spur will be the trail’s third
project. Groundwork Jacksonville is currently
raising funds for this link. Local Rotary clubs
have committed to raising $250,000 over the
next three years to fund completion of the
trail from Memorial Park to the Riverside Arts
Market.

“We wanted to be involved because we have
the most government, civic and private leaders
as our members, and we thought it was
important for us to get out front to set an
example for the rest of the community,” said

Jim Agee, president of the Rotary Club of
Jacksonville.

According to Agee, the Emerald Trail fits
into all of Rotary’s focus areas, in particular
community economic development, disease
prevention and treatment and peace-building
conflict prevention.

“This can tie the whole city back to the river
and be transformational,” said Agee. “Ten
years from now people will say this is when
Jacksonville turned the corner and started
using that jewel of a river”

“We will be the first community service
organization to put some investment in the
trail,” said Tommy Grimes said, chairman of
the Rotary’s Emerald Trail Campaign. “We
saw this as an opportunity for all Rotary clubs
to support this together”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 ...

Treat them to something special with a gift card
from The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club.

The gift that’s everything you could want for them and everything they desire.
Call us today at 904.273.7700, come see us at The Spa,
or shop from anywhere at pvspa.com.
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According to Grimes, other cities’ similar
trails are realizing $10 in revenue from
every $1 they have invested in the trail.
Also, for every $1 invested in the trail, there
is a $3 reduction in healthcare costs for the
community.

In late May 2022, the Jacksonville City
Council approved legislation to raise the Local
Option Gas Tax by six cents per gallon to
generate $1 billion over the next 30 years for
major transportation and infrastructure
improvements. The council earmarked $132
million of that revenue to build the trail. It
designated the Jacksonville Transportation
Authority to oversee projects for The Emerald
Trail, with the Riverside link as its first
construction project on the trail.

‘Members of the Rotary Club of Juckéonville with Groundwark Jacksonville CEO Kay Ehus during a tour of McCoy'’s Creek.

A number of corporations have donated to
the project; for example, VyStar Credit Union
gave $275,000. Private donors have stepped up
to the plate as well, like Steve and Michael Pajcic,
who have made a four-year pledge of $200,000.

“My brother, Gary, and I used to put our
canteens on our belt and hike the creek behind
our house to Westbrook Creek which flowed
into McCoys Creek,” Steve Pajcic said.

“When I firstlearned to ride a bike, my dad
would take me to the great park in Murray Hill
behind the Dreamette to ride our bikes down
the incline and into Hollybrook Creek which
feeds into McCoys Creek,” said Michael Pajcic.
“It will be a joy to now be able to ride bikes
with my daughter in the same area and for
everyone to see it reopened to the world.”

Underground progress

Infrastructural work continues at
Southbank’s RiversEdge

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Progress continues for RiversEdge:
Life on the St. Johns, the 32-acre
Southbank project that broke ground
in 2021.

Ramiro Albarran, managing director
of the project’s Dallas-based developer
Preston Hollow Community Capital,
LLC said the infrastructural work,
which began last year, is approximately
halfway complete at this point. Conduit
work for the dry utilities, including
electrical and cable internet, is set to
begin as well.

“We are, I would say, about halfway
through the infrastructure development
cycle,” Albarran said. “We should have
roads in place later this year, visible
paths towards the end of the year as
well”

Once completed, the RiversEdge
development will include 134,000
square feet of retail space and 200,000
square feet of office space as well as
147 hotel rooms, 950 residential units
and a 125-slip marina. It will also
feature four public park spaces.

Work on the public parks is expected
to begin this summer and Albarran
hinted at several surprises in store for
these areas, which he said will be
unveiled later in the spring.

“We’re not gonna reveal all of the
surprises that are coming to the parks
but there’s some spectacular pieces
that are gonna be part of the parks that
should all be in place by summer of
nextyear, he said. “Ithink the excitement
of having the public realizing that
they’re gonna have a very special asset
in their backyard is something we're
excited to bring to the city and we’ll
be making a more formal unveiling of
that sometime in the spring before the
rain and the heat starts in Florida.”

Once all infrastructural work is
completed, the project will move on
to vertical construction. Currently,
Toll Brothers remains the only confirmed
vertical developer for the project.

While the majority of the work and
progress thus far has been underground
and, therefore, invisible to the public,
Albarran added the projectis very near
to a stage where the public will be able
to see visible progress.

“Alot of work and a lot of money has
been spent getting the infrastructure
to where it is today, which is not as
visible but just as important,” he added.

A BETTER PATH BEGINS WITH

—JOE —
CARLUCCI

Real Results for Families

Joe owns one of Jacksonville's fastest growing businesses
and has created jobs, managed million-dollar budgets,

and supported nearly $1 billion in new economic investment
for our community.

Stronger, Safer Jacksonville

Joe is a problem solver with proven experience
our families and businesses need to build a better
future for Jacksonville.

e

v Give law enforcement the resources to keep us safe |

V" Invest in our roads and infrastructure
to support smart growth

v/ Promote business-friendly policies
that attract new jobs and opportunity

v Preserve our quality of life and keep our city affordable

ENDORSED BY:

Paid for by Joe Carlucci, Republican, for Jacksonville City Council, District 5
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Disenchantment over Daily’s
Review board defers approval

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Jacksonville’s Downtown Development
Review Board (DDRB) deferred
conceptual approval of site plans for
Daily’s LaVilla three-story mixed-use
project.

AtaJan. 12 meeting, board members
expressed their resounding dissatisfaction
with the proposed project designs, with
Board Vice Chair Linzee Ott stating
while she loved the mixed-use approach
and Daily’s itself, there “isnot a lot that
Ilove about this conceptual proposal”

The estimated 87,000-square-foot
project is intended for a full block in
the LaVilla neighborhood, bordered
by Bay, Broad, Jefferson and Forsyth
streets. It will feature 16 filling stations
along with a multi-story building offering
a ground-floor market and restaurant
concepts on the second and third floors.
The rooftop will offer an extension of
the dining services along with a full-
service bar.

A Downtown Investment Authority
(DIA) staff report was presented at the
meeting supporting conceptual approval
subject to several recommendations,
including any and all deviations the
project would require.

First Coast Energy, L.L.P., Daily’s
owner and operator, islocal to Jacksonville
and operates Daily’s locations throughout
the state of Florida, primarily in
Jacksonville, St. Augustine, Gainesville
and Broward County. This proposed
project, attorney Staci Rewis explained
during her presentation to the board,
is “intended to be a First Coast Energy
Daily’s flagship store because of the
mixed-use and the importance of it
being right at the entrance and exit of
downtown.”

Rewis, along with Steven Diebenow,
is a partner with Driver, McAfee,
Hawthorne and Diebenow. Both
represented First Coast Energy at the
meeting. Rewis argued Daily’s would
fill a vital need for LaVilla by providing
amuch-needed “urban neighborhood
grocery store,” which, she pointed out,
the area lacked.

Diebenow later reiterated that point
bystating, “For this area, the neighborhood
market concept, the bodega concept

with addressing a need in this
neighborhood is one that I don’t think
should be overlooked.”

While many board members
appreciated the idea of the project, it
was the proposed design thathad them
withholding their support.

“I can’t fault the idea,” said Board
Member Craig Davisson. “The concept
of doing a fuel and market and
entertainment, I can’t fault that idea,
but the project fails completely in
execution.” “The use of a fueling station,
I think it is appropriate and needed in
this section of downtown, but this
combination does not hit the mark,”
echoed Ott. “Downtown has a ton of
really great momentum as does LaVilla,
specifically, and I think if we want to
continue on that trajectory... I think
Jacksonville, we need to hold ourselves
to higher standards with our downtown
development projects and so thatis what
Iwould like to see for this flagship store.”

Additional concerns were raised
regarding the design’s focus on
vehicular circulation and parking
versus pedestrian accessibility, which
Diebenow addressed.

“This is a piece of property that is
traffic-centric because of its unique
geographiclocation, so the notion that
it’s going to become...a pedestrian
garden or the poster child for pedestrian
travel is very, very much a stretch
through no fault of the property at all,
no matter what the useis,” said Deibenow.

“It'snot just a gas station, it’s not just
arestaurant, it’s not just a rooftop bar,”
he continued. “It’s all three uses all put
together in one place. Remember, the
overlay authorizes this use by zoning
exception if it’s a mixed-use project.
Well, the mix of uses requires more
parking; the mix of uses requires vehicular
access. It just does.”

DDRB ultimately deferred the item.

DIA Strategic Initiatives Coordinator
Ina Mezini wrote in an e-mail, “By
code, a workshop is required for
deviation requests — so that the Board
and the public can better understand
the request. The idea put forth at
yesterday’s meeting was that the Board
may be able to vote on the Conceptual
Approval immediately following the
workshop, if they so choose.”

Currently, there is no set date for the
workshop.

COURTESY OF DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD JANUARY 12, 2023 AGENDA PACKET.
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RDS ARE NICE.
BUT NUMBERS
SPEAK FOR
THEMSELVES.

ORLANDO VALLE V.
PROFICIENT AUTO TRANSPORT, INC,, ET AL

$14.5 MILLION

(VERDICT, 5/4/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: TRUCKING CRASH

KATHLEEN THOMAS™ V.
GEICO INSURANCE COMPANY

$14.4 MILLION

(VERDICT, 8/5/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: CAR ACCIDENT

*Names changed to protect client privacy

JOHN AND DEBRA SMITH" V.
LOCAL GLASS COMPANY,
OUT-OF-STATE GLASS COMPANY*

$4.5 MILLION

(SETTLEMENT, 8/17/2021)
PERSONAL INJURY: WORKPLACE NEGLIGENCE

“Names changed to protect client privacy

YOUR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT

COKERLAW
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Incidents highlight alternative actions for JSO, communities
Officials have new measures for combating crime, dereliction

BY KAREN RIELEY
Resident Community News

Repeated gun violence incidents at the
Scottish Inn at 2300 Philips Highway have
underscored the need for increased crime-
control measures in Jacksonville. Early
morning on Dec. 31, 2022, police officers
found a man shot multiple times on Mark
Avenue, a street right behind the Scottish
Inn. The man later died. On Nov. 5, 2022,
officers responding to reports of a gunshot
victim at the Scottish Inn, witnessed a car
pulling into the inn’s parking lot. A man
standing in the parking lot subsequently
opened fire on the car. When the suspect
refused to drop his weapon, the officers opened
fire. During a follow-up investigation into the
officer-involved shooting, officers found aman
inside aroom dead from at least one gunshot
wound. These recent actions have caught the
attention of the Nuisance Abatement Board.

Council Member LeAnna Cumber, who
represents the San Marco area within District
5, took action against matters of violence in
2021, drafting legislation for the creation of
a Public Nuisance Abatement Board to help
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO).

“The crime on Philips Highway is one of
the reasons I ran for election in 2019,” said
Cumber. “Sex trafficking and drugs are

something that the city needs to get a hold
of. The area has dramatically improved during
the past four years thanks to the new apartments
and businesses, but more needs to be done”

Cumber says she went on a SWAT narcotics
arrest with JSO officers, and that led her to
go back to her office to figure out what she
could do to help.

“I drafted the legislation for the Public
Nuisance Abatement Board, modeling it after
the state board, chose what city departments
would be represented on it, and interviewed
all the candidates,” she said.

The nine-member Public Nuisance
Abatement Board is authorized to assist
victims of crime, and penalize those who
commit crimes or those who permit conditions
to exist that give rise to crime or excessive
calls for service to JSO and Jacksonville Fire
& Rescue Department (JFRD). Appointed
members include representatives from JSO;
JFRD; the City of Jacksonville’s Neighborhoods
Department; a Florida Bar licensed attorney;
two developers, property managers or realtors
with extensive experience — one with multi-
family residential property operations and
one with commercial property operations;
public health services or child protective
services; and two community advocates.

Since spring 2021, the board has met five
times and dealt with two nuisance properties:
Downtown East, formerly known as Franklin
Arms Apartments, 888 Franklin Street, and
the Argyle Forest Red RoofInn, 6099 Youngerman
Circle in Orange Park.

DANIEL

Jacksonville Mayoral Candidate

Jacksonville Grown. Ready to Lead.
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SHERIFF T.K. WATERS

CONSERVATIVE PRIORITIES

JACKSONVILLE CAN COUNT ON

Sponsored by Building A Better Economy

In addition to the two businesses that have
gone before the board in 2022, two more cases
are going through the system, according to
Cumber.

In response to questions about whether
the Scottish Inn would be presented to the
board for consideration as a public nuisance,
given the recent shootings occurring there at
the end of last year, Police Lieutenant Robert
Lestrange, who leads JSO’s Blight Abatement
Unit, said, “I cannot address specifically the
cases I will be presenting to the board, but
any property that has experienced violent
crimes and other crimes outlined in 672.04
is subject to presentation.”

“To date, I have not received any other
complaints about properties on Philips
Highway,” he said.

“The board doesn’t see the cases prior to
aboard meeting,” said Josh Cockrell, former
vice chair who is serving as the temporary
chair of the board following the recent death
of Board Chair Bryan Mosier. “I expect to see
anumber of additional problems addressed
in 2023. We can levy fines against their property
that may turn into liens, and charge daily
fines. Properties can be shut down in long-
road scenarios.”

“The board and JSO recommend doing a
CPTED (Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design) study on properties
where disrepair or faulty security systems may
be contributing factors in the overall crime
issues at a property,” said Lestrange.

The Public Nuisance Abatement Board
labeled the Downtown East Apartments a
public nuisance in August 2021 after the
complex had received seven felony arrents
in six months, including charges of murder
and attempted murder, and more than 200
calls for service to JSO.

Ongoing violence at Orange Park’s Argyle
Forest Red RoofInn, including shootings there
on Oct. 8, 2022, led the board to declare the
motel a public nuisance as well.

“I've requested that they start the process
on the Scottish Inn,” said Cumber.

Any place or premises can be declared to
be a public nuisance for issues — called
qualifiers in the code — concerning prostitution
and prostitution-related activities; the unlawful
sale, delivery, manufacture or cultivation of
any controlled substance; unlawful possession
of a controlled substance; criminal gangs;
human trafficking; dealing in stolen property;
pain management clinic violation; or forcible
felonies against any individual.

The process begins with a law enforcement
officer who makes an arrest or confirms an
incident or occurrence of any statutory vio-
lations and submits a copy of any reports or
offenses to the Blight Abatement Unit. The

Blight Abatement Unit thoroughly researches
all of the calls for service received by JSO in
the previous sixmonths, and looks for qualifiers
based on a detailed listin Code of Ordinance
672.04, to determine whether the issue should
be presented to the Public Nuisance Abatement
Board.

The board clerk prepares a case folder for
a complaint, and requests a hearing before
the board. All parties involved have an
opportunity to present evidence and argument
on all issues involved, conduct cross-
examination, submit rebuttal evidence and

be represented by counsel.
‘ ‘ THE GOAL OF THE
BOARD IS TO GET

THESE BUSINESSES TO DO WHAT
THEY NEED TO DO TO STOP THE
NUISANCE. THE BOARD TELLS
THE BUSINESS THE STEPS IT
NEEDS TO TAKE TO STOP THE
NUISANCES.

— LeAnna Cumber
Council Member,
San Marco area within District 5

If the board decides the property is an
unlawful public nuisance, it issues 30-, 60-,
90-day remedies that the offending property
must address in the form of an order, and may
impose afine to be paid to the city. The board
has jurisdiction for one year after the order’s
effective date.

“The goal of the board is to get these
businesses to do what they need to do to stop
the nuisance. The board tells the business the
steps it needs to take to stop the nuisances,”
Cumber said. “JSO will do a free assessment
for any business to help it make sure it is
secure and safe. The goal is to help these
businesses become productive and curb
criminal activity. If they choose not to, there
is a punishment mechanism.”

Citizen complaints can be made by anyone
located within one mile of any location to
allege that a particular property is a public
nuisance by calling (904) 630-2129, or e-mailing
jsonuisanceproperty@jaxsheriff.org. JSO will
determine if the property constitutes a public
nuisance and whether it should be referred
to the Public Nuisance Abatement Board.
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Curtain call

A final farewell to the San Marco Theatre

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

The San Marco Theatre — a nationally-
recognized theater and community icon —
permanently closed its doors on Jan. 1.

The announcement was made on the
theater’s Facebook page on Dec. 28 in a series

of posts sharing the reasons behind the
difficult decision to close, citing a national
decline in theater attendance following
COVID-19 as well as changes in the movie
industry itself as it shifted many movie
releases to streaming services rather than
box offices.

“It’s with sad and heavy hearts that we
share this news with our San Marco community
and the city of Jacksonville,” the post continued.

BEST

NURSING HOMES

More Than a Home
Away From Home

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who
require extra support. Each day features a variety
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical,
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also
provides a worry-free time during the week for
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.
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SENIOR SERVICES

Join us as we host an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group
2nd Wednesday of every month at 3:30 p.m.
(904) 288.7858 | RiverGarden.org

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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“We all have a lot of memories of this place.
We'll miss it

The theater first opened in 1938, making
it one of the oldest surviving theaters in
Jackonsville prior to its closure. It was built
by famed architect Roy Benjamin.

It saw new ownership in 2019 with Ryan
and Leighton Davis, Jonathan Davis, Frank
Sanchez and Andrew Oetjen.

For Ryan and Leighton, taking on the
theater was more of a “passion project” than
anything else. Leighton, who saw her first
movie there as a toddler, said the theater has
held a special place in both their lives, before
and after they met.

“For us living in San Marco, I mean, majority
of our date nights were spent there,” Leighton
said. “That was kind of our go-to place before
we even became involved. So when it came
up that we could partner up with a few other
people in ownership, we were just ecstatic
because it is quite honestly probably our
favorite place in Jacksonville”

When COVID-19 hit, Leighton said the
theater closed for roughly three months —
“until the world said we could start reopening”
— and when it did open its doors once more,
it did so to a completely new world for the
movie theater and movie making industries,
particularly because, at the time, no new
movies were being filmed or released.

“We had to get really creative,” Leighton
said.

Their out-of-the-box thinking included
screening “throw-back” movies or offering
princess meet-and-greets for family or Disney
movies. Despite their efforts, though, itbecame
clear that sustaining the theater was a non-
viable option as their theater attendance
tracked fairly evenly with the national 35%
attendance decrease following COVID-19,
Ryan said.

“It was a business that we got into because
we were excited about it, not because it was
super profitable,” he added. “Justbeing a thin
business to begin with, we just couldn’t afford
that sort of loss of attendance. Despite what
we did, we never really got people to come
back like the business needed them to.”

Though they are devastated that the theater’s
closure happened “under our watch,” Ryan
and Leighton are walking away from the
theater with a lifetime of memories tied to
the silver screens of the San Marco Theatre.

Leighton fondly recalled a sidewalk party
for the 2019 release of the live-action “Aladdin”
featuring Will Smith, where they invited
Princess Jasmine to come take photos with
the children.

“Itwas right before my grandmother passed
away and she came up and just saw there and
watched all the kids getting their pictures
taken with Jasmine and she grew up going to
that theatre,” she said. “It was just like this
crazy full-circle moment.”

The historic San Marco Theatre after more than 80 years of business.

While Ryan and Leighton were co-owners,
along with their partners, of the movie theatre,
they did not own the building itself and said
they are not privy to any plans for the building
moving forward.

TSG Realty, LLC is the current property
owner. San Marco Theatre is included in a
block of properties from 1990 to 1996 San
Marco Boulevard.

Pamela Howard, property manager and
agent for owner with TSG Realty wrote in an
e-mail that TSG Realty is already in conversations
with “some great tenants.”

While the business housed in the iconic
Art Deco building will soon be different, the
exterior of the building is expected to remain
the same.

WE TREASURE THE
ARCHITECTURAL
LOOK OF THIS BUILDING AND
WE ARE TOTALLY COMMITTED
TO FOREVER PRESERVING THE
FACADE/MARQUEE. SEVERAL
DESIRABLE NEIGHBORHOODS
LIKE WINTER PARK, SOUTH
BEACH, RIVER OAKS, AND
ANN ARBOR HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO REPURPOSE CLOSED
SMALL THEATER BUILDINGS
WITH QUALITY USERS WHILE
MAINTAINING THE ORIGINAL
ICONIC LOOK. THAT IS WHAT
WE WILL BE DOING HERE”

—Pamela Howard
Property Manager and Agent
for owner with TSG Realty

“We treasure the architectural look of this
building and we are totally committed to
forever preserving the facade/marquee,”
Howard added. “Several desirable
neighborhoods like Winter Park, South Beach,
River Oaks, and Ann Arbor have been able
to repurpose closed small theater buildings
with quality users while maintaining the
original iconic look. That is what we will be
doing here.”
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Fueling Expansion
Feeding Northeast Florida doubles down

“Getting healthy.
nutritious

food into the
hands of those
In need IS our
top priority

at Feeding
Northeast
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RENDERINGS COURTESY OF FNEFL.

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

2022 ended on a high note for Feeding Northeast
Florida (FNEFL) as it announced the purchase
ofits new food bank facility in the finals days
of the year.

Renovations are in store for the new space at
5245 Old Kings Road — a 121,000-square-foot
warehouse complex covering 12 acres of land
— and FNEFL hopes to see construction begin
early this year and wrap up by the end of it.

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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Jonathan M Leonard, CFP®
Financial Advisor
1950 San Marco Blvd Ste 3

Jacksonville, FL 32207-1201
904-731-0418

4.50

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

According to a FNEFL press release, this
new space more than doubles its current
facility, which “currently operates out of two
smaller warehouses for the collection, inspection
and distribution of food throughout its service
area”” The nonprofit organization is “the area’s
largest community food bank,” serving eight
counties in the northeast region, including
Duval, St. Johns, Baker, Nassau, Putnam,
Bradford, Baker and Clay.

In the press release, FNEFL cited a significant
increase in demand for charitable food bank
reporting a demand 25% higher than “during
the height of the pandemic.”
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At the annual Empty Bowls Luncheon in
October last year, FNEFL President and CEO
Susan King stated, “There’s 25% more people
who are trying to access food assistance now
than those days. It's just not on the news. In our
organization, we refer to this as a silent crisis.
Everythinglooks on the surface to be improving,
and good and hopeful, but there really is a big
part of our community that continues to suffer”

This new purchase for the organization —
which closed in Dec. 2021 — will reduce costs
for the organization while increasing efficiency
and allowing for the expansion of “food assurance
programs such as nutritional education

Florida.’

SUSAN KING
FNEFL PRESIDENT AND CEO

LEARN MORE:
VISITUS AT
RESIDENTNEWS.NET

programming, additional space for partner
agency training and community building, and
expanded volunteer opportunities””

“Getting healthy, nutritious food into the
hands of those in need is our top priority at
Feeding Northeast Florida,” King said. “This
new campus will allow us to expand both the
depth and breadth of our services. We are so
grateful for the support of our community in
helping us continue our mission to end hunger
here at home.”

The Conlan Companies is the project’s
general contractor with Thomas Duke Architect
and Micamy Design Studio as the design team.

COME TO A PARTY
WITH A PURPOSE

SATURDAY | MARCH 11, 2023 | 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Lower East Club | 1 TIAA Bank Field Drive | Jacksonville, FL

Enjoy a cocktail reception and an evening of
dancing while also supporting our Feed A Family initiative to fight local hunger.

Get Your Tickets Today

Visit ccbjax.org/blackandwhitesoiree

Become an Event Sponsor
Call 904-224-0077

CATHOLIC

CHARITIES
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Madam President

From beautlification to boss

i

Leah Ruesler is the new president for the San Marco Merchants Association, fuIIowmg Immedlute
Past President Scott Wohlers.

Give your
home the

protection
it deserves.

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Your home is where
you make some of your
best memories, and
that's worth protecting.
I'm here to help.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc
Matt Carlucci, Agent
3707 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207
Toll Free: 888-339-5544 Cell: 904-703-0999

o StateFarmr

1708136 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

The San Marco Merchants Association (SMMA) has
started the new year by welcoming a new president.
Immediate Past President Scott Wohlers has stepped
down from the position and former SMMA Vice
President Leah Roesler now stands at the assocation’s
helm.

Roesler first joined SMMA in 2018, when she was
initially brought on as beautification chair. She’s
served as vice president for the last two years. Now,
as new president, Roesler plans to “bring a little bit
more cohesion to all of San Marco.”

“Obviously we have a beautiful square and a lot of
the attention of the association goes towards the
square since itis a central location that is notable for
people within the community and outside the
community as well, of course,” she said. “But there
are so many wonderful options for shopping and
dining — everything you can think of. Different
services that are off-square merchants and we want
to make sure we’re providing a lot of value to those
types of businesses as well. Making sure that we’re
not only supporting on-square [businesses] and
increasing value for those members but then also
paying special attention to off-square and services
we can either enhance or add to kind of bring everyone
into the fold and make it an even more vibrant
community.’

Roesler said she will continue building off the “very
strong foundation” established by past presidents,
including Wohlers, Joe Carlucci and Robert Harris,
in order to bring even more awareness of the San
Marco neighborhood to Jacksonville as a whole, both
for locals who aren’t familiar with it, and visitors to
the area. Continuing events like last year’s inaugural
San Marco Beer Festival — or adding new ones, she

said — are excellent ways to elevate San Marco’s
visibility in the area.

“A lot of people in Jacksonville don’t necessarily
know where we are or just what charm there is here,”
she said. “So using events like that, we can not only
bring people in locally to shop or dine or whatever
the event might be centered around, but then gather
attention from the rest of the community as well.”

Roesler spent the last six months of last year working
closely with Wohlers, who brought her into the fold
during that time to give her a feel for her new role.
Wohlers served as president from Jan. 1, 2021 to Dec.
31, 2022.

“Itwas an honor to be chosen to succeed Joe Carlucci
and I knew that I had big shoes to fill in replacing
him,” he said. “I knew that it would take quite a lot
of work to do that. With people like Joe and others
around me, they really helped me grow into my own
as president and I'm proud of several things that we
did as an association.”

Under Wohlers leadership, SMMA has been able
to complete several projects for both the association
and the community at large. The projects he said he’s
most proud of include the new banners for the historic
neighborhood — which were installed last September
— and the new security services for the square and
surrounding areas. Also featured on his list of favorite
accomplishments are the San Marco Beer Festival
and the lighting of the square’s crepe myrtles.

“While we’ve had to turn those off since the end
of July, those should be turned back on in the next
couple of weeks,” he added.

Roesler officially took office on Jan. 1 and Wohlers
said passing the reins on to her “feels good.”

“Especially when you know you did everything
that you could and you worked really hard as an
individual to move the association forward and
you're handing it off to somebody who is totally
capable of taking the baton and doing a better job
than I did,” he said.

Wohlers remains on the SMMA Board of Directors.
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UF Health East

NOW OPEN

UF Health East is part of a new three-story, 54,000-square-foot medical facility,

offering specialty appointments, as well as outpatient surgeries and MRI services.

Multispeciality services at UF Health East include:

« Foot and Ankle « Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

« Gastroenterology « Orthopaedic Surgery

» General Surgery » Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
+ Neurology « Vascular Surgery

» Neurosurgery « Women'’s Specialists

5191 First Coast Tech Parkway
Jacksonville, FL 32224

Visit UFHealthJax.org/east to learn more.
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Radiothon raises S249K for Tom
Coughlin Jay Fund

The 15th annual Tom
CoughlinJay Fund Radiothon,
held on 1010XL on Nov. 30,
raised a record-breaking
$249,784.

“I'm truly amazed at the
generosity of the 1010 XL
listeners in times when a
carton of eggs costs $6,” said
1010XL General Manager
Steven Griffin, “and equally
amazed how the hosts,
producers, radio staff and
Jay Fund volunteers came
together with a singular
focus to, year-after-year,
produce these results in only
one broadcast day.”

Since itlaunched in 2008,
the Radiothon has raised Jay Fund Radiothon
more than $1.5 million for
the Jay Fund.

The Jay Fund provides
financial, emotional and practical support to families tackling childhood

cancer, and the money raised helps First Coast families pay their bills and put
food on the table, so they can focus on caring for their sick child.

During the challenging economic times of 2022, the Jay Fund has seen a
65% increase in requests for help with emergency household expenses compared
to last year.

“Helping families tackling childhood cancer is more important now than
ever,” said Keli Coughlin, CEO of the Jay Fund.
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Personal Injury and Commercial Trials

Unmatched Compassion.
Record-Setting Results.

One of the largest injury judgments in
Florida’s history: $228 million

TIA appoints new board leadership

Debbie Buckland has been

appointed to serve as the

new board chair for the

Jacksonville Transportation

Authority (JTA) Board of

Directors for 2023. Buckland’s

new appointment was

approved at the board’s
nominating committee
meeting in December.

Buckland had previously
served as vice chair since
{\ 2021.

Debbie Buckland Ray Driver, Jr. “Since 2019, Debbie
Buckland’s contributions to
the JTA board of directors
have helped the JTA provide

mobility solutions to Jacksonville and the entire Northeast Florida region,” said JTA CEO

Nathaniel P. Ford, Sr. “I am looking forward to having her as our newest board chair as we

continue to serve the citizens of this region.”

Buckland has played an active role as past chair of several vital Jacksonville organizations,
including the JAX Chamber, Downtown Vision, Inc. and the American Cancer Society, while
remaining an active member with Wolfson Children’s Hospital Women’s Board, Jacksonville
Women'’s Network, the Truist Jacksonville Advisory Board and the Women'’s Giving Alliance.
In 2019, Buckland was inducted into the First Coast Business Hall of Fame and recognized
with the DTJAX Downtown Achievement Award.

Last November, the Association of Fundraising Professional Florida, First Coast Chapter
recognized her as its Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser at its 2022 National Philanthropy
Day luncheon.

At the same meeting, the nominating committee also appointed Ray Driver, Jr. as vice

chair. Driver previously served as the 2022 board secretary. Driver has been practicing law
for over 20 years, and is a founding partner of Driver, McAfee, Hawthorne & Diebenow.

Governor Ron DeSantis appointed both Buckland and Driver to the JTA Board of Directors
in 2019.

Tom and Eric are Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyers that have been
named as a Tier 1 firm in Jacksonville in both Medical Malpractice and

Personal Injury by U.S. News - Best Lawyers® in 2022.
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Call Tom or Eric Today R (904) 399-1609
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- Medical Malpractice We understand the incredible challenges our
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- Car & Truck Accidents help you through every step of the legal process
- Nursing Home Abuse and fight for the compensation you deserve.

- And more... Schedule your free case consultation today.

QLRIL, Best Lnyer Best Lawyers o 2 T
L7 NG — LBAWEF\ST Supezr'OL;m.rlvem 2= L EEK /!
: e “S"E“"g . R ELITE

4401 Salisbury Rd., Suite 200, Jacksonville, FL 32216

www.edwardsragatz.com ERIC RAGATZ




FEBRUARY 2023 | RESIDENTNEWS.NET

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS | 17

Two New Leaders for United Way

Coretta Hill James Ellout

United Way of Northeast Florida added two new members to its
leadership team, which oversees the organization’s work to improve
economic mobility in Northeast Florida.

Coretta Hill returns to United Way on Feb. 13 in the newly created
role as chief operating officer. She will be tasked with strategy
development and improvements to operational efficiency. Hill
previously spent more than 18 years with United Way in Southwest
Georgia and Northeast Florida, where she mostrecently served as
vice president of volunteer and community engagement.

James Ellout joined United Way in January as the vice president
of community impact. He will be responsible for developing and
leading high-impact community initiatives in the areas of basic
needs, financial well-being and racial equity. Ellout comes to
United Way after nearly a decade focusing on student readiness
with City Year Jacksonville.

“Our impact on the community is driven in large part by the
talent on our team,” said Melanie Patz, president and CEO. “Coretta
and James both bring significant insight and experience to their
roles, along with a fresh perspective that will help us transform
the way we work, and how we serve Northeast Floridians.”

Maxey named
Elevate
Facksonville’s new
executive director

George E. Maxey

George E. Maxey has been selected
as the new executive director for
Elevate Jacksonville. With more than
25 years of leadership experience
in the education and nonprofit sector,
he has a proven track record for
guiding children and families toward
academic achievement.

Born and raised in Brooklyn, New
York, Maxey was inspired by a
childhood teacher to pursue his own
career in education. After receiving
his bachelor’s in education from Kent
State University, he began his
professional teaching career. His
commitment to student-centered
learning aligns with Elevate
Jacksonville’s mission to “build long-
term, life-changing relationships with
urban youth, equipping them to thrive
and contribute to their community.”

Wiles to replace Kimbleton as
Director of Public Affairs

Katharine Wiles Nikki Kimbleton

After nearly four years of service to the City of Jacksonville,
Director of Public Affairs Nikki Kimbleton left Mayor
Lenny Curry’s administration in January to relocate to
Denver, Colorado with her family. Curry has tapped
Katharine Wiles, the previous Assistant Director of
Public Affairs, to fill the position.

“It’s been an honor to have Nikki as part of my
administration. Her dedication to serving the citizens
of Jacksonville is second-to-none, and she managed
every aspect of this role with skill and grace,” Curry
said. “I am confident of her continued success as she
moves on to new and exciting endeavors. It's been a
pleasure to serve with Nikki, and she will be greatly
missed.”

Wiles started with the City of Jacksonville in October
2021, after spending the last decade working on local,
state and national elections, as well as public policy
and government affairs initiatives with veteran nonprofits
and hospital networks. She will continue to work in
conjunction with Chief Administrative Officer Brian
Hughes, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Charles
Moreland, and Chief of Staff Leeann Krieg.

fellow small business owners.
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LeAnna Cumber is a successful Cuban-American small business
owner, political outsider, and a mom of two young kids. As your
City Council Member, LeAnna is making Jacksonville a better
and safer place to live by investing in our parks, infrastructure,
and law enforcement programs. She will continue to fight for
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Busch joins Advanced
Neurosurgery & Spine

Christopher Busch

HCA Florida Memorial Hospital announced
neurosurgeon Christopher Busch, MD, joined HCA
Florida Jacksonville Neurosurgery and Spine as the
practice’s newest provider.

Busch comes from LewisGale Medical Center in
Salem, VA. He completed his medical school education
at Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine and
his neurosurgical residency at Virginia Tech Carilion
School of Medicine.

“Dr. Busch brings a unique thoroughness to detailed
patient care,” said Kenneth Hill, MD, neurosurgeon
from HCA Florida Jacksonville Neurosurgery and
Spine. “His skilled expertise and dedication to his
patient’s health journey is a great benefit to both our
practice and our community.”

Busch will utilize both non-surgical and surgical
leading-edge treatment strategies that target pathologies
affecting the nervous system including brain and
spine tumors, herniated discs, spinal stenosis as well
as traumatic spinal and cranial injuries.

Shaneka Ferrell
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Ferrell wins fellowship for
social justice in education

Shaneka Ferrell, six-year counselor
at Douglas Anderson School for the
Arts, was selected for the Wolfburg
Fellowship for Social Justice in
Education. The Wolfburg Fellowship,
established in 2020 through the
Jacksonville Public Education Fund,
provides up to $7,000 for educators
to deepen their knowledge of issues
related to social justice, diversity
and inclusion, and to implement
an aligned action research project
in partnership with students.

Ferrell will use the funding to
attend conferences to discover best
practices in the areas of equity and
social justice. She plans to send two
students to the University of North
Florida Bridges Summer Camp, and
will also conduct a mentorship and
research study with two senior
students to understand howa student-
created, student-led, Black-
performing visual arts production
could lead to greater educational
equity in performing arts schools.

“Thislack of diversity and inclusion
within the educator workforce has
resulted in a lack of sense of
belonging, professionally, which
also does a disservice to students,”
said Ferrell. “A more diverse and
inclusive school climate can be
created through the implementation
of culturally responsive and
sustaining practices.”

G0dJ DISTRICT

Rodriguez
joins

Berkshire
Hathaway

[ -
Amanda Rodriguez

Amanda Rodriguez has joined
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty’s
Metropolitan office, with locations
in Avondale and San Marco. She
brings a strong background in
management and design.

“We are so glad to have Amanda
join our family, and we know that
she will shine here at Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices,” said
Josh Cohen, Broker/Manager of
the Metropolitan office.
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St. Johns Riverkeeper launches
new recreation website

Explore the
STHIOHNSIRIVER;

Screenshot of new site home page

St. Johns Riverkeeper launched a new
website, explorethestjohns.com, where
visitors to the site can search various
activity categories in order to learn
about and plan outings throughout
the St. Johns River watershed.

“An important part of our work at
St. Johns Riverkeeper is to educate
people about the wonders of the St.
Johns, and introduce them to the many
beautiful and special places throughout
the river’s watershed,” said Jimmy
Orth, St. Johns Riverkeeper executive
director. “The St. Johns is Florida’s
longest river, and one of the most
unique and important waterways in
the United States. Our new website is
intended to make it easier for the
public to get out and explore this
national treasure.”

The website allows users to discover
places to explore along the 310-mile
St. Johns, including the lakes, creeks,
tributaries and natural lands that
comprise the river’s nearly 9,000 square
mile watershed. In addition to parks
and outdoor recreation, the site
highlights local businesses that are a
partof the river community, including
waterfront eateries, hotels and fish
camps.

“Through this process of discovery,
we also hope to establish in the
community a greater sense of
appreciation and stewardship for this
amazing river,” said Rebecca Vecera,
St. Johns Riverkeeper communications
specialist, who encouraged users to
provide feedback on their own favorite
spots along the St. Johns.

HUGO’S

INTERIORS

IN HIGH

Hugo’s Interiors | 3139 Philips Hwy. 32207 | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com
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Commumnitly
Foundation
selects 2023 Chair

Michael DuBow

The Community Foundation for Northeast
Florida announced last month that
Michael DuBow will be the 2023 Chair-
Elect of its board of trustees.

As such, he will succeed current Chair
of the Board Judge Brian J. Davis, effective
Jan. 1, 2024 for a two-year term.

ATJacksonville native, DuBow is vice
president of the DuBow Family
Foundation, where his role involves
overseeing grant-making initiatives. He
hasbeen on the board for The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida since
2014.

Additionally, DuBow has been active
in several nonprofit organizations and
initiatives. He currently serves as the
Wolfson Children’s Hospital Board Chair
and is a trustee of The Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida. DuBow
previously served as president of the
Jacksonville Jewish Center.
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MOCA director
leads in D.C.

-

Caitlin Doherty

Caitlin Doherty, the executive director of the
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) Jacksonville,
has been appointed as one of 55 members on the
Meridian International Center’s Cultural Diplomacy
Leadership Council in Washington, D.C.

The council is a network of leaders and advisors
around the United States and the world who
believe in employing the arts and culture as a
tool of diplomacy and global engagement.

Council members include prominent cultural
figures, many representing major arts and cultural
institutions, such as the National Museum of
African American Art, the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts, the Shakespeare Theatre,
the National Gallery of Art, Canada and the
Smithsonian Museums.

This appointment underscores MOCA
Jacksonville’s impactful programming and exhibits
while bringing positive attention to the University
of North Florida, the city of Jacksonville and the
strengths of the cultural sector in Northeast
Florida.
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A new leader for

Miles of Smiles
Women’s Board

The 14th annual Wolfson’s Children Challenge

A very different kind of team took to the field at 121 Financial Ballpark on
Jan. 28: Rather than baseball players, the field was filled with friends and
families participating in this year’s Wolfson Children’s Challenge.

This is the 14th year for this charitable event, which “brings our community
together to help ensure that every child receives world-class care.” Participants
joined in one of several marathons, including the 55K Ultra, 30K Run, the
1-Mile Fun Run or the 55K Relay.

Thisyear’s “Wolfson 55” and their families were honored and celebrated
at the event in ceremonies throughout the day.

READ

USA.
ECEIVES

match

The event comes on the heels of the Wolfson Children’s Challenge
Telethon, held in partnership with News4JAX, which raised more than

$80,000.

This year’s fundraising goal for the challenge was $125,000.

The Wolfson Children’s Challenge was inspired and co-founded by Paul
Wilson, a parent who watched his son Luke undergo two surgeries at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital just hours after his birth. Since that inaugural event,
the annual challenge has raised more than $3 million.

hospital mascot at the 2020 Wolfson Children’s Challenge.

A photo from The Resident’s 2020 Archives: A young family joins the Wolfson Children’s

-

Women's Board President Kendra McCrary and Immediate Past President
Robin Albaneze at Flaunting the First Coast, the Women’s Board 2022 Winter
Design Show.

The Women'’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital finds
itself with a new leader at the start of a fresh new year.
Kendra McCrary will succeed Immediate Past President
Robin Albaneze, who served for the last two years.
“I'was so happy to see The Winter Design Show come
to fruition and enjoy a wonderful Florida Forum,” Albaneze
wrote in an e-mail. “The pandemic had slowed us down
for a while but I am glad to see the new energy that was
created through our events.”
McCrary will now lead the board for the next two years.
“Kendra is the perfect person to lead this organization
for the next two years,” Albaneze added. “She also sees
an exciting Future for The Women’s Board. Ihave left it
in excellent hands

"

READ USA has been selected
toreceive a $1 million match
donation from the Michael
Ward and Jennifer Glock
Foundation, due, in part,
to four-year donation
commitments made on behalf
of their donors. The donation
will help provide a stronger,
more sustainable future for
the organization to expand
its research-based approach
toward solving the literacy
crisis in America.

READ USA aims to close
the literacy gap in the
community through books
and good teaching. Teen tutor
ambassador Jamilah Lipscomb,
17, said the program builds
children’s confidence not
only in reading, but also
learning in general.

“It helps you to not only
shape the lives of the kids
you're helping, but also shape

your own,” she said.

Hats off
to CAP

The Cathedral Arts
Project celebrates
30 years

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Beginning on Jan. 30 — Cathedral Arts Project
Day, by mayoral proclamation — the Cathedral
Arts Project (CAP) launched its “Celebrating
30 Years Empowering Children Through the
Arts” exhibit. This marks the first in a yearlong
series of events celebrating the arts education
organization’s 30th anniversary.

Featuring artworks from former CAP program
students from 2006 to 2022, the exhibit will
be on display at St. John’s Cathedral until Feb.
12. In addition to the artwork, the exhibit also
showcases a CAP historical timeline, marking
the organization’s milestones over its three
decades in operation.

“For 30 years, the Cathedral Arts Project
has stayed true to its mission to make quality
arts education accessible to all children, and
we will continue to expand our programs as
we pursue this goal,” said President & CEO

Rev. Kimberly L. Hyatt in a January press
release. “At CAP, we know from our data that
nourishinga child’s creative spirit and innovative
thinking also supports their ability to reach
their full potential as a student and garner a
better understanding of their own humanity.”

Gail Weltsek first founded CAP in 1993 with
her son and a group of volunteers. While its
very first dance class could accommodate
only 10 students, today CAP has reached more
than 31,000 students and provided these
children “with professional arts education in
art as therapy, dance, media arts, music,
theatre and visual arts.”

In fulfilling its mission “to empower every
child’s creative spirit, elevate arts educators in
their field and advocate for access and equity
in arts education,” CAP recently embarked on
a new objective to fully understand schools’

challenges to provide critical arts education.
To find solutions to those challenges, CAP
launched its “LEAD artlook” map in 2019 to
track data identifying “deficits in funding,
resources and programs in the arts offered by
publicschools” Two years later, CAP’s map was
able to discern that “84% of principals were in
need of art supplies and equipment, while 63%
expressed that a dedicated arts budget would
be beneficial to their student community.”

“CAP is an organization pursuing systemic
change in how we deliver and evaluate the
impact of arts education on children,” said
Kristine Cherek, CAP Board Chair in the
release. “Our important work has impacted
thelives of generations of children in Northeast
Florida over the past three decades and will
continue to build on its incredible foundation
and proven track record.”

1he Most Trusted Name in Final Arran gements

Your Preferred
Full-Service
Cremation Provider

BASIC CREMATION OFFER

E‘ $ E E 5 ]
NO INTEREST
PAYMENT PLANS

for Before-Need
Arrangements

g

(904) 353-3649

__jEV'_ERd"REEﬁ'

~ CEMETERY. Fi

& C

4535 MAIN STREET

*Price does not include cash advance items or cremation container. Cremation containers start at $100.

Evergreen’s newly constructed state of the art crematory is located on the

beautifully landscaped grounds of Evergreen Cemetery and is nestled under
one of Jacksonville’s most beautiful tree canopies. This setting of unparalleled
serenity along with Evergreen’s exceptional service, ensures that your family
will be treated in the most caring and respectful way possible.

JACKSONVILLE | EVERGREENJAX.COM

vergreen
CEMETERY - FUNERAL HOME - CREMATORY

Security, Peace of Mind & Affordability




PajeicéPajeic

Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
GETS RESULIS.

The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic was established in 1974 and has handled more than
10,000 personal injury and wrongful death cases, recovering more than $1.5 billion
for our clients. From the beginning, outstanding service was the signature of our
firm and remains so today. Our 16 attorneys have amassed more than 550 years of
combined legal experience and zealously represent clients in their time of need.

Some of the firm's practice areas include car, 2 u We are especially proud that our
motorcycle, and truck crashes, medical ’ : s lawsuits have initiated product recalls
malpractice, as well as litigation concerning ' /A and federal safety changes were made
dangerous consumer products and unsafe ' ;,./" including strength requirements for
motor vehicles. . Ve ~7 SUV roofs.

Best Lawyers

BEST

LAW FIRMS
PSRN (904) 358.8881 | WWW.PAJCIC.COM

TER1

JACKSONVILLE ONE INDEPENDENT DRIVE, SUITE 1900 | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

[ALLPRACTICEAREAS]
2023 - 2021




R2 |7
| £ I COMMUNITY_N S| FEBRUARY 2023 : »

S OCI AL

OLYMPIC
MEDALIST =,
W
— 1z
WELCOMED ::
BY
heal
FLORIDA
brar
Wy ' FORUM b

; N a
‘ - PATRONS @
Robin Albaneze with Kendra McCrary Michael Kneller with Allegra Jaros, Grace Martin Wooten and Scott Wooten Rive

IPKEAM
$18 PROVIPES

4

$36 ruﬁ

Father Sebastian Mot with Pam Toundas and Father Nicholas Louh of St. John
the Divine Greek Church

i PR e G al a
During the groundbreaking, supporters came together to honor the milestone and Hunger Fight n

- s of dirt to christen the site; on hand for the groundbreaking were (I to ) Stefanie Stark, Hank Duck
Dean Porter with Mary Hamilton and James Pyle Sherri Porter, Dean Porter, Daniel Davis, Dr. Sam Santelices and Thomas Duke.

-

Gayle Curry with Rifchie Pickron

RSt | New Year, New Home

RITTER SOARES 5
TEAM 4009 Cordova Ave, Jacksonville

i - < i s Y o ROLEX

Prepare to be greeted by lush
landscaping and mature oaks
sprawling over a rare half acre

OYSTER PERPETUAL COSMOGRAPH DAYTONA

corner lot revealing this spacious
reimagined Granada home.

4 BED | 4 BATH | 2 HALF BATH | 4,419 SF

Life’s taking vou places,
we will help you get there.

“UNDERWMDD'S

Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202

RITTER SOARES TEAM

KASEY RITTER CATARINA SOARES
904.449.6648 352.222.2224

San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

i h Ity. .
rittersoaresteam@onesothebysrealty.com R TG ETEE d] e leeeom

(® @ @RITTERSOARESTEAM

oNE | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

ROLEX W OYSTER PERPETUAL, COSMOGRAPH AND DAYTONA ARE ® TRADEMARKS.




cles REGISTER

Nomen's Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s Florida Forum
ker series wrapped its 2022-23 line-up with Olympian,
epreneur, women'’s healthcare advocate and mother Allyson
con Jan. 18 at the Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts.
ith 11 Olympic medals and 18 world championship medals
 of which are gold, thus surpassing Usain Bolt’s record-setting
1ld medals — Felix is one of the most decorated track and field
tes in history. Her advocacy and leadership in sport has now
scended into a larger role as she’s become aleader in women'’s
th and maternity issues. Not only an advocate for health and
arity, she’s now crafting her own athletic and lifestyle shoe
d focused on shoes that fit women'’s feet, not the industry
dard built around men’s measurements.
e lineup for the award-winning season included best-selling
or Bill Browder, who appeared back on Sept. 20, followed by
ision news personality, Jenna Bush-Hager, who visited the
r City Nov. 8, followed by Felix’s latest visit in January.
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Faith Elise Norton with Robin Collier Hill

Dr. Michael and Sharon Pentaleri with Will and Karla Newton

o

lission. Special guests tossed the first shovels
worth, Chad Clarke, Christi League, James Pyle,

HUNGER FIGHT FIGHTS HARDER

Hunger Fight is raising the bar — and the roof — in the fight against hunger
in Northeast Florida. The nonprofit broke ground on Jan. 19 on a new
15,000-square-foot warehouse and office space at 404 St. Johns Bluff Road
North. The move will take Hunger Fight out of a small, rented space tucked
back in an industrial park to a large, owned, street-frontage building.

Dean Porter, vice president of operations for Hunger Fight, said transitioning
from a rental situation to building ownership will reduce logistical expenses,
and ultimately turn recurrent rent into a debt-free mortgage, which he hopes
to have paid off within two and a half years through their capital campaign.

“Just at today’s rent rate, we would be able to provide an additional 500,000
meals to children and families in need, as well as 20,000 books back into the
community. Every single year,” he said.

In its current space, Hunger Fight is at maximum capacity for meal
distribution at about 6 million meals. By building the new building to its
preferred specs, Porter estimates they will be able to jump to a capacity of
15 to 20 million meals per year.

Based on renderings, the new design will feature more than 4,800 square
feet of conditioned storage, 7,200 square feet of warehouse space, a 437-square-
foot cheese room, and a wash area and office. The structure will better serve
the growing needs of the organization, with more space for food storage.
Roof clearance is increasing from 14 to 32 feet, allowing them to rack more
than double the pallets. Its pallet bays will increase from 220 to 520.

The external space will also benefit the organization. Available parking
will increase from 8 spaces to 90, allowing Hunger Fight to host its own
signature event in November, as well as others.

“This is a milestone. If you'd asked me 10 years ago where we’d be, Iwould
have never dreamed that...all of our support, our community has come
together to help us and give us support,” said an emotional Porter at the
groundbreaking event. “Without our community, without our donors, our
corporate donors, our community partners, our volunteers, we’re nothing.
We're just a vehicle. The last 10 years, my wife’s dream has come together.
So, thank you.”

Chefan Group

Northeast Florida Top Producers

2669 Holly Point Road East, Orange Park | $5,500,000

i ~
3520 Point Pleasant Road, Jacksonville
5BEDS 5BATHS 1HALF BATH
5,352 SF 871 DETACHED SF $2,625,000

For service that’s as elevated as your standards, nothing compares.

N

ONE ’ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

JUST LISTED | RIVERFRONT

~iy " v g

9BEDS 9BATHS 2HALFBATHS 11,860 SF 5.4 ACRES

RIVERFRONT RIVERFRONT

9280 Heckscher Drive, Jacksonville
4 BEDS 4BATHS 7550 SF $2,750,000

$75 Million in Sales in 2021 & 2022

1. Chefan GI'Ollp, Realtors” | Waterfront Experts

JANE CHEFAN, Franchise Founder & JESSICA CHEFAN HANSEN, Broker Associate
chefangroup@onesothebysrealty.com

| 904.463.1179 | 904.200.8855 E?“‘“ :lril
sothebysrealty.com : ﬁ
el

Ot

ully supports the principles of .
d More Information




Y. 2
&WM;U/ZZ TOP PRODUCERS FOR WATSON

SUNBEAM AND SAN MARCO / SAN JOSE OFFICES

()
AL A\TE COMPANIES
%X THE WORLD

L

JULIETTE VAUGHN MARILYN STEWART THE GET SMART TEAM CHARLES ANNO TEAM THE SINGLETON TEAM
SUNBEAM SUNBEAM SUNBEAM SAN MARCO/SAN JOSE SAN MARCO/SAN JOSE

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
°f THE WORLD

©7 4BR13BA[3140SF | - NS - SESESRS. . S 4BR | 3BA | 3,293 SF : 2 Ve

3964 SAN JOSé —F " 814 SGRANADA BLVD f \%
Spacious Granadd Home on Corner Lot Spacious Pool Home in San Marco %
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925 The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925 Neil Bridgers

Branch Manager
904-731-5800

Neilbridgers@watsonrealtycorp.com

5155 ROLLINS AVE
Charming Lakewood Home Turn-Key Investment Opportunity
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925 The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

PRICE REDUCED

David & Clair
TEAM

David Butler
904.716.7863

Clair Corbett
904.521.3288

Victoria Feist
904.400.2164

3BR | 2BA | 1,990 SF ;
9659 WHITTINGT
Backyard Oasis in Mandarin
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

‘106 EUTAWPL i

Historic San Marco Home Ready for Restoration
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

JUST SOLD
PRICE REDUCED

The Anno
TEAM

=——-— [ E B Lorna Anno

S ' l . = ' v 904.485.0675
4BR| 3BA | 2,572 SF 2= = cgoiré%ss ‘7‘? gr;o

3707 EAGLE ROCK RD -

; Immaculately maintained home in the Eagle Landing Golf &

Adorable Bungolow Just South of San Marco COUntry Clubis loaded with deSigner finishes.

% David Butler - 904-716-7863,
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925 Clair Corbett - 904-521-3288, Victoria Feist - 904-400-2164

Jonna Faeth

904.673.9373

Vv e | o)
Realty Corp. REALTORS® ’ | -
Thengn/?ISton 'Q. ’?&

L U X U RY Kirk Johanson Erik Kaldor
P O RT F O L I O Stgsoci?l;lf%%ns 904‘208.:8009 904.226.0433
INTERNATIONAL TV | A

Katherine Wohlers
904.314.7524

www.watsonrealtycorp.com/offices/san-marco-san-jose

904.421.6920 904.599.2369  904.993.3618



FEBRUARY 2023 | RESIDENTNEWS.NET

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS | 25

Valentine s Day: It s not for the faint of heart

BY KERRY SPECKMAN
Resident Community News

For a holiday that has very little (if anything) to
do with religion, politics or history, Valentine's
Day sure does divide people.

On one hand, you've got the lovers who can't
wait to celebrate (translation: brag about) their
soulmate/best friend/life partner (mostly by
blabbing all about it on social media) and the
hopelessly romantic singles who just know
their meet-cute moment is right around the
corner. On the other hand, there are the cynics
who can't help but roll their eyes while proclaiming
Valentine's Day a “fake holiday” and the only
love being celebrating is corporate America’s
love of money.

Valentine's Day is a lot like love itself: romantic,
stressful, confusing, disappointing and full of
surprises. Just take it from these folks.

*Some names have been changed to protect the innocent,
the guilty and the just plain rude.

’ Literally Lovésick

A self-described sucker for romance, K.C. Rogers was thrilled
to be going out for Valentine’s Day at Taverna since it's where
she and her boyfriend, Jason, went on their first date. As the
holiday got closer, however, she said Jason started “acting
weird.” When he called the morning of Feb. 14 to cancel their
dinner plans because he was sick, she could tell something
was really wrong. “He knew it was my favorite day of the year.
Plus, he never gets sick,” she said. “I started thinking about
how he had been acting so distant the previous week, and it
all made sense: He wanted to break up.”

Rogers was so distraught she had to leave work and spent
the day sobbing and trying to figure out what went wrong.
That night, Jason called and asked if they could go to lunch
to talk. Her stomach dropped, but she figured she might as
well get it over with. At lunch he apologized for canceling
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their dinner plans at the last minute and acting weird in
general ... then he got down on one knee and proposed,
something he had been so stressed out about doing on
Valentine’s Day, he literally made himself sick. All’s well that

ends well, though, since they’re getting married this fall.

‘, Retarn o Sender

Long-time Riverside resident Kevin Roberts had his “first real
crush” in seventh grade. The object of his affection was a girl
in another class. Let’s call her Kelly Reynolds. “I went to bed
each night just praying that she would pay attention to me,’
he said. As Feb. 14 approached, Roberts remembers going to
the local drug store and buying “the biggest, frilliest Valentine’s
Day card I could find.”

On the big day, Roberts asked a mutual friend if she would
deliver the card to Kelly on his behalf. “Only minutes later, the
friend returned, with my card still in her hand and simply said,
‘She doesn’t want it” he said. “It hadn’t even been opened.”

And he hasn’t given anyone a Valentine’s Day card since.
(I'm not crying. You are.)

8 Accideity Ferfect

One thing that wasn’t news at “The Florida Times-Union” for
two decades was Robin Hughes, who worked in advertising,
carrying a torch for columnist Charlie Patton. The office gossip
finally found its way to Charlie, and on Valentine’s Day 2001,
he called Robin to ask her out on a first date. “I was beyond
thrilled!” she recalled. “I had such a big crush on him, and
for him to call me ON Valentine’s meant he was thinking about
me.” According to Robin, the date was a huge success and she
was “very smitten.”

One night at a party, Robin was sharing the story of how
she and Charlie met and absolutely gushing about how
romantic it was for him to call her for the first time on Valentine’s
Day. Charlie, who was standing next to her listening to the
story looked right at her and said, “I didn’t have a clue it was
Valentine’s Day.

Charlie and Robin Patton will celebrate their 21st wedding
anniversary in May.

" The ghogT of Friendship Fast

It was an unspoken rule with Kelsey Mitchell* and her friends:
the ones who didn’t have dates on Valentine’s Day would all
go out together. Two years ago, it was only Mitchell and her
friend Jonathan* who didn’t have dates. When they were
making plans, she jokingly said, “This isn’t a real date, right?”
Jonathan responded by saying that going on a date with her
would be like dating his sister. Cut to Feb. 14 which they spent
at a decidedly unromantic pool hall. Jonathan got extremely
drunk, took Mitchell’s hand and confessed he was in love with
her at which point she freaked out and excused herself to the
bathroom. When she returned a few minutes later, Jonathan
apologized for making her feel uncomfortable and offered to
take her home. “After that night, he totally ghosted me, and
we never spoke again,” she said. “I was so confused and hurt
and disappointed. Still am. It’s like he broke my heart and we
never even dated.”

" = ’ Movin' on wp!

“I was dating this guy Gary* who traveled a lot for work and
was going to be out of town on Valentine’s Day,” said San Marco
resident Staci Miller. “I told him it was no big deal since I think
it’s a stupid holiday anyway.” She planned to spend the night
athome alone until a freshly-single friend begged her to meet
her out for one drink. Against her better judgement, she agreed.

Within minutes the friend started talking to a guy at the bar,
so Staci took the opportunity to visit the restroom. On her way
back to the bar, she spotted Gary, who was not only in
Jacksonville but on a date ... on Valentine’s Day ... with another
woman. “I couldn’t believe it! I was shocked to see him — and
her — obviously, not to mention very confused and pissed
off!" she said. She made eye contact with him but decided to
keep walking like nothing happened.” Just then a guy tapped
her on the shoulder. “He said hello and asked me, ‘Do you
have aname?... Or canI call you mine?” Stacirecalled. Despite
it being the “worst pick-up line in the entire world,” she
couldn’t help but laugh. She and Jason spent the rest of the
night chatting, dated for six months and got married last year,
and she invited Gary to the wedding since he’s the reason she
even met Jason. The jerk didn’t even RSVP.
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YMCA announces honoree, details for Giving Tree Gala

BY MIKE BIAGINI
Volunteer Advisory Board Chairman of
Winston Family YMCA

On March 25, the YMCA will hold its 2nd
Annual Giving Tree Gala benefitting the
flagship Winston Family YMCA branch in the
Brooklyn area of Riverside. The event sprang

to life out of the loss of WW. “Bill” Gay in

2020. At the time, the family and city planned
to celebrate his life, but each time the pandemic
made such an event impossible. Late in the
year, volunteers from the Y approached the
family and offered to help plan a virtual event
that would also raise needed funds for
continued services during those trying times.
The event was held in his honor in March of
2021. It was a great success both as a celebration

and a fundraiser for the Y.

In the wake of this success, a committee
was formed to plan an annual event that
would honor the life of Mr. Gay in perpetuity
by creating the WW. “Bill” Gay Community
Impact award. This award would be given
annually at a Gala to an individual based on
the tenants of his life. The recipients are
judged on their Faith, Family, Philanthropy,
and Community Impact. In 2022, the first in
person “Giving Tree Gala” was held. This
moniker was founded on Mr. Gay’s love of
pecky cypress that adorned his office. The
recipient was Hugh Greene, former Baptist
CEO. The community and businesses responded
and over $180,000 was raised! The proceeds
impacted hundreds of families across the
First Coast.

This year, a committee of 26 members
voted on a list of potential recipients and
selected G. John Carey as the recipient of the
award. John’s life mirrors Mr. Gay’s focus on
serving others and viewing his successes as
blessings that should be shared with others.
He found great success in the real estate
industry developing properties on behalf of
St. Joe Company, Flagler Development, his
own firm Whitehall Partners, and culminating
with his recent success leading VanTrust Real
Estate locally. John’s faith runs deep, and he
is fiercely loyal to both his relatives but also
to those coworkers he has adopted as family
over the years. Already we are hearing stories

from those that found him by their side through
the toughest of life’s battles. John has an
immeasurable impact on many organizations,
but none so much as the YMCA. John has
volunteered in just about every role imaginable,
but his two greatest impacts are leading the
charge to revamp the Yates YMCA into the
new Winston location which this event benefits,
and the search and selection of the current
YMCA CEO Eric Mann. Both achievements
helped launch the Y into greater successes
which in turn improved the lives of so many
across our area.

Planning for this year’s event is well
underway. The Jessie Ball duPont Center
downtown will be transformed in an elegant
award atmosphere with fun activities including
live music, a well curated silent auction, a
speakeasy lounge with art on display, and
many other surprises. Inside and outside the
“Party in the Park” motif will include greenery,
lampposts, and more. A who’s who of
attendees will share a superb meal while
learning more about Mr. Carey and the Y and
capped off with the award ceremony. Stick
around for salty and sweet snacks in the
speakeasy, with dancing and live music into
the night. On behalf of the committee, we
invite you to join us in March to honor the
legacy of Mr. Gay, the impact of G. John
Carey, and the community through the YMCA.
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BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

Guy Beard, jewelry designer

Guy Beard, redfish catcher

Guy Beard is the man behind Guy Beard Designs on Hendricks
Avenue. He has been designing jewelry for a very long time, more
than four decades. But he has been fishing even longer than that.
He had a pole in his hand by the time he was four years old.

Guy grew up in the Glynlea area, just a block away from a creek.
That’s where he got his start. By the time Guy was in the third grade,
his dad was taking him to Mickler’s Landing to fish in the Guana
River. He remembers his dad driving them there in their BMW
Isetta, the brand car that fictional character Steve Urkel used to
drive: a single-door, egg-shaped microcar whose front opened like
a clam. Their fishing poles would stick out the top of the sunroof.
“It was just amazing that he even drove that thing that far,” Guy
said. Sometimes, he and his dad would head to Winter Park to fish
there, where Guy’s grandparents had a lakefront home.

When Guy first met his wife, Linda, while they were attending
Sandalwood High School, she liked horses. “She fished, but not
like we fished,” he said. It wasn’tlong, though, before she sold her
horse and took scuba-diving lessons so she could join Guy. He'd

been diving since 15, working for a community center in Holiday
Hill, helping the instructors. He also worked for Pro Dive, a shop
thatused to be across the street from Episcopal School of Jacksonville.
They didn’t know then that, eventually, they would own and then
sell that dive shop. “It’s a RaceTrac gas station now,” Guy said.

While at Pro Dive, Guy met a group of dentists who had a practice
next door. They were also competitive spearfishermen, Florida
state champions, in fact. Guyjoined them, going down to Key West
to compete, even freediving with them. Guy also began working
for them in their dental lab, making crowns and bridges, shaping
gold teeth. That’s how he got his start in jewelry design. His passion
for fishing and his love of the water inform much of Guy’s work.
He now has a nautical line, The Mariner’s Clasp® Collection.

For most of his life, Guy swam on teams and owned boats. He
has gone beach fishing, bottom fishing, inshore fishing and offshore
fishing. He has done a tremendous amount of blue water fishing
out of Jacksonville and St. Augustine. He has fished up and down
the St. Johns River, too. He’s caught tarpon, kingfish, redfish and
that’s not all.

“We catch the fish. We bring them home. And we cook them.
The whole family loves it,” Guy said. Tuna and flounder are Guy’s
favorite fish to eat. He also loves to cook. “It’s another form of
creativity,” he said. He blackens the tuna outdoors. He stuffs the
flounder with grab meat and bakes it in the oven.

Since they’ve been married, the Beards have dived and fished all
over Florida. They have two grown children now. Lately, they've been
taking their two grandchildren to St. Augustine quite a bit to dockfish.
“Thisis the first time in my life since Iwas 16 that I haven’t had a boat,’
Guy said. Buthe has kayaks. He and Linda like putting in at the Beach
Boulevard boat ramp and paddling along Pottsburg Creek.

Guy said, “San Marco is just a wonderful place. It’s like home.
That’s why we put our business here and have kept it here” In the
38 years that he and Linda have lived in San Marco, they have
watched the area grow and prosper. “In the last couple years, it’s
really taken off. It’s a hub of excitement, and it’s just going to get
better and better,” Guy said.
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www.rcmdds.com
Dedicated to helping you maintain your health
and your beautiful smile for many years to come.

Richard C. Mullens James H. Nguyen

DMD

Comprehensive

General Dentistry,
Rehabilitative and
Cosmetic services

»
| .

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Completely New & Remodeled

Manicures
Organic Pedicures
Artificial

Dipping Powders

NAILS SPA

GENERAL RIVERSIDE

ARTS MARKET
PUBLIC 115

RIVERSIDE AVE.

LIVE

MUSIC by
RAMONA +
the RIOT

1-4PM

VIP ADM.
STARTS AT

12PM

ERARKIBEER
EESTIVAL

| SUNDAY EBRUARY 26,2023
FOOD TRUCKS CRAFT BEER FROM LOCAL REGIONAL
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL BREWERIES

——TICKETS ———

RiversideCraftBeerFestival.com

A ticket to the event allows you to sample any brew.

VIP TICKETS: $70.00

VIP’s have access to specialty, limited quantity brews until they are gone.

EARLY-BIRD TICKETS: $45.00 n
GENERAL ADMISSION: $55.00

Iriversidecraftbeerfest

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT: Community p{ Riverside

Community PedsCare®, a nationally recognized program of Community Hospice _d g " Rota r
& Palliative Care that provides comfort and quality care for children with life-limiting Pe ;§( M,%re y

conditions and their families; and the charitable causes of the Riverside Rotary Foundation. mﬁ'ﬁ.’x” Club
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Baldwin cast in The Diary of Anne Frank

Carolina Baldwin, a junior at Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts, will assume the role of Margot
Frank, Anne’s sister, in the Apex Theater Studio’s
production of “The Diary of Anne Frank”” She is the
only Duval County resident in the cast, which consists
of Apex Theater Studio instructors, as well as other

local teens.

Baldwin stated she wanted to be a part of sharing
history, and the message of what hate can do to our

society. Anne Frank’s diary is the foundation of one

of the most famous and haunting stories to emerge
from the Holocaust. Anne, Margot, their parents and
the Van Daan family hid in a secret annex space for
nearly two years as the Nazis deported Jews to their
deaths. Margot Frank, like Anne, also had a diary,

but it was never found.

The show is directed by George Judy, and Ian Mairs
serves as the managing director. This is the first time
Judy and Mairs have produced the show on the First

Coast.

Carolina Baldwin, left, and Eva
Gassert play the roles of Margot
and Anne Frank, respectively.

The cast of Apex Theater Studio’s “The Diary of Anne Frank.”

Mack Motorwerks is a locally owned and
operated European automotive performance
facility. We specialize in the maintenance
and service of all european brand automobiles
including Porsche, BMW, Maserati, Audi,
Mercedes, Ferrari, Land Rover, Aston Martin
and Bentley.

Whether your vehicle needs auto repair
service, performance modifications, or a
simple inspection our highly skilled technicians
are experts at pinpointing problems and
delivering the highest level of customer

service.

Mack
Motorwerks

Owners John McCormick and Mike Buie
are dedicated to delivering excellent customer
service as well as maintaining a family
environment with their staff and customers.
It’s beyond just coming in and working on
your car. “We develop friendships and trust
with our customers to ensure their investment
is running at peak performance!” says
McCormick.

Mack Motorwerks is conveniently located
in Ortega and proud to be one of Jacksonvilles
Premier European automotive shops.

Call General Manager-Charles Crocker to
schedule your appointment today!

Mackmotorwerks.com

4522 Irvington Ave. « Jacksonville, FL
904-900-1671

A keg standing ovation

Remembering the inaugural Riverside Craft Beer Festival’s

unexpected success

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

When the Rotary Club of Riverside hosted
its inaugural Riverside Craft Beer Festival in
2014, rotarian and event co-chair Chris Croft
never imagined it would be as successful as
it was.

He never imagined, for example, that all
the beer distributors would run out of beer,
thus forcing the club to stop selling tickets.
He also never imagined he’d have to stand
guard beside his car while fellow rotarian
Jeff Thompson was quite literally stuffing
cash into the center console of his Expedition
from ticket sales.

“We weren't expecting the turnout we got,”
he said. “It was more than anything we
expected.”

Between event sponsorships and the day’s
ticket sales — mainly in cash but some via
credit card — the Rotary Club netted
approximately “$75,000 after expenses,” Croft
said. This was an astronomical increase from
the profits raised from the golf tournaments
the club had hosted years prior.

“At the time we were happy to make $20,000
at our golf tournament,” he said.

Croft organized that first festival with Ben
Davis, rotarian and founder of Jacksonville
brewery Intuition Ale Works. In the years
since, the Riverside Craft Beer Festival has
evolved to accommodate the growing crowd
the Rotary Club has come to expect at this
annual event, which has garnered the
attention from breweries, distributors and
visitors from across the country. Some
things, however, have not changed, including
the reason the club hosts the festival in the
first place.

Proceeds from the beer festival are reserved
for charity, Croft explained. Some of the
funds raised are earmarked for the club’s
foundation to support its own charitable
projects, but the bulk of the money is donated

to the Community Hospice and Palliative
Care’s Community PedsCare program.

“Our club is always focused on helping
children so it’s worked out great,” he added.
“..We were excited to be able to help [the
Community PedsCare program] as much as
we have!”

“Over the past seven years, the Riverside
Rotary Foundation has raised over $450,000
for the Community PedsCare® program
through the Riverside Craft Beer Festival,”
wrote The Community Hospice and Palliative
Care Foundation Executive Director Annie
Tuttle in an e-mail. “The impact this has had
on Community Hospice & Palliative Care® is
quantifiable- from this partnership, 19,142
days of care have been provided to children
with life-limiting conditions. Community
PedsCare’is a nationally recognized pediatric
program that provides palliative and hospice
services to children (prenatal to age 21)
without a financial burden to families.”

With the recent growth Jacksonville has
seen and the growth it’s projected to see in
the coming years, Rotary Club of Riverside
Incoming President Tim Gaskin said the
Riverside Craft Beer Festival provides an
opportunity to showcase the Jacksonville
craft beer and food scenes to both new visitors
and residents.

“Twenty years ago, we may have seen 400
or 500 people,” he said. “Now we’ll see 1,000.
It makes a tremendous difference and it
does give all these newresidents an opportunity
to see what Jacksonville’s all about. There’s
plenty of parking. It’s easy to get to. It’s just
an all-around good event for people to visit
and partake in a lot of the area’s breweries
all in one place.”

The festival is free and open to the
public, although a wristband is required
to sample the beers. The ninth annual
Riverside Craft Beer Festival will be held
on Sunday, Feb. 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
Riverside Arts Market. Details, including
ticket purchases, can be found at www.
riversidecraftbeerfestival.com.
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The Resident Archives: The $75,000 check presentation from the third annual Riverside Craft Beer Festival. Shown in the

photo are former festival co-chairs Chris Croft and Matt McLauchlin and Past Rotary Club of Riverside President Teresa
Risley alongside John Erstling, former senior vice president of community engagement and philanthropy at Community
Hospice and Palliative Care and Terry Eason, former director of Community PedsCare.

From The Resident Archives: Mario Baugh, Eustachius Roberts and Ali Brin with Bill Hallowes, 2019 Rotary Club of Riverside
President Rob Alexander, Michael Reddaway and Emma Newton. Taken at the 2019 Riverside Craft Beer Festival.
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United Way shares ‘next chapter’ at luncheon

where every person has a chance to do better
than the generation before, regardless of the
color of their skin or the zip code in which they
were born. That’s the community [ want to call
home and the one I knowwe can build together”

Patz also announced the allocation of the
from $1 million of philanthropist MacKenzie
Scott’s $20 million gift, received late 2020.
Scott’s gift constitute’s the largest one-time
donation in the organization’s history.

That first $1 million from that gift will be
distributed into three separate investments,
all of which will go towards affordable housing
in Jacksonville. The decision to allocate the
funds thusly emerged from a two-year period
of deliberation, research and conversations
with business, nonprofit and community
partners “to better understand their most
pressing concerns and how United Way and
this gift could play a role in addressing them,’

.
Way K¥7

United Way
of Northeast Florida

United Way of Northeast Florida President and CEO Melanie
Patz addresses guests at the Jan. 10 luncheon.

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

four times that of the entire United States,” he
said. “..As we surpass the one million resident
population mark, we’re truly cominginto our own
as a city, however as we continue this ride, it is
important thatwe do notleave anyone behind”

Affordable housing, he added, has become
a “humanitarian issue.”

In a pressrelease following the event, United
Way broke down how the $1 million allocation
will be invested: $600,000 will be invested “in
a home improvement program operated by
Groundwork Jacksonville in partnership with
the North Riverside Community Development
Corporation (CDC) to support the rehabilitation
of owner-occupied homes in the Lackawanna
and Mixon Town neighborhoods.”

An additional $300,000, the press release
explained, will go into the Restore & Repair
program — a program run by the Historic
Eastside CDC and Lift Jax. These funds “will

help longtime Eastside residents make
improvements to their homes, ensuring they
can stay in place and prosper in safe, stable
housing in the neighborhood their families
have called home for generations.”

The press release said the remaining
$100,000 will go to LISC Jacksonville “to
scale a successful program that creates and
preserves homeownership by resolving issues
with heirs’ property rights.”

“This money will help keep these homes in
the hands of their owners, reducinghomelessness,
building wealth and strengthening our
community,” Wallace added at the luncheon.

The luncheon ended with a performance by
Reese the Poet, a spoken word artist who
specializes in storytelling. Reese brought his
audience to their feet after his performance
during which he reminded them:

“One changed life can change the world.”

United Way of Northeast Florida kicked off
2023 with a luncheon officially introducing
Melanie Patz, its new president and CEO, and
sharing several announcements for the coming
year.

The luncheon was held at the Jessie Ball
duPont Center on Jan. 10, which, coincidentally,
also marked the end of Patz’s first 100 days as
president and CEO.

She spoke of the great need that continues
to exist here in Jacksonville, citing the 97,000
calls United Way’s 211 helpline responded to
in the last year.

“We envision a different future,” she said.
“One where Northeast Florida is a community
of opportunity, a community where everyone
has hope and can reach their full potential;

FRANCESC
THE NEXT GENE
OF DANCE

HARPER ARTIS

FEBRUARY 21
7:30 p.m.

JACKSONVILLE CENTER FOR

Get Tickets at fscjartistseries.org

P VyStar
BEYOND BROADWAY

presentod by FSCJ| ARTIST SERIES

Cnristophar Taylor. Photo by Nir Arisli

Patz explained.

“Unsurprisingly, the issue of affordable
housing quickly rose to the top of the list,” she
said, “particularly when we go deeper into the
racial disparities in home ownership.”

To help determine recommendations for
additional investments, United Way created
the Affordable Housing Task Force, co-chaired
by Aundra Wallace and Mari Kuraishi. Wallace
is a United Way board member and the
president of JAXUSA Partnership; Kuraishi
the president of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund.
Attheluncheon, Wallace discussed the rising
problem of affordable housing as Jacksonville’s
population continues to grow.

“It is projected that the Jacksonville region’s
population will grow by approximately 84
residents per day through 2025 — a rate that’s

PHOTOS COURTESY OF UNITED WAY OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA;

PHOTOGRAPHER ROB FUTRELL

Grant recipient partners: (From left to right) Gloria McNair, Groundwork Jacksonville; Suzanne Pickett, Historic
Eastside Community Development Corporation; Melanie Patz, United Way of Northeast Florida; Dylan Ford, Groundwork
Jacksonville; Kay Ehas, Groundwork Jacksonville; Travis Williams, Lift Jax; David Garfunkel, Lift Jax; Dr. Irvin PeDro
Cohen, LISC Jacksonville; Padrica Mendez, North Riverside CDC.

The Berea College
Bluegrass Ensemble

7:00 pm
Monday, March 6
FREE ADMISSION

4171

904-737-8488 | ALLSAINTSJAX.ORG

SPEIALIZING IN ANTIQUE RESTORATION

All Saints

RSSO PAL CHURCH

Music through the Ages
Concert Series presents

From Kentucky and the heart of Appalachia,
join them on their 2023 tour!

HENDRICKS AVENUE 32207

JAX
FURNITURE

REFINISHING & UPHOILSTERING

Call 904.435.3379

Did you know that St. John’s Cathedral
hosts dozens of free concerts every year?

JACKSONVILLE UNIVERSITY
CONCERT CHOIR

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 « 6 P.M.
Performing parts of Benjamin Britten's
Rejoice in the Lamb with Tim Tuller
accompanying on the organ.

LENTEN CHORAL EVENSONG
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 « 5 P.M.

A service of reflection so that
God may speak through Holy
Scripture, prayer, and music.

53 5 SAINT JOHN'S
CATHEDRAL

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF FLORIDA

256 EAST CHURCH STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 * JaxCathedral.org




30 | FEBRUARY 2023 RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS RESIDENTNEWS.NET

JUNIOR RESIDENTS

Debutante Coterie presented Eight YoungArts winners for
at 145th Christmas Ball Douglas Anderson

L to R: Samantha Nelson, Giovanni Martinez, Maurice Chakour,Camille Faustino, Jessie Doherty, Trinity
Quito, Gianna Yaccino. Not pictured: Ryan James.

Eight students at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts (DA) have been named
YoungArts winners for 2023. Winners in the Merit category are: Maurice Chakour,
Jazz/Guitar; Giovanni Martinez, Jazz/Trumpet; Ryan James, Film; Jessie Doherty,
Theatre; Samantha Nelson, Theatre; and Gianna Yaccino, Modern-Contemporary.
Receiving the Honorable Mention award are Camille Faustino, Visual Arts; and
Trinity Quinto, Pop Vocal Performance.

YoungArts is an arts development nonprofit that invests in the creative freedom

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANET MASTERSON PHOTOGRAPHY

The 2022 Debutante Coterie made their final, formal bow Dec. 21, 2022, at the Florida Yacht of exceptional young artists. Students ages 15-18 receive cash prizes between
Club's 145th Christmas Ball. Debutantes presented were, front row, L to R: Peyton McDade $100-$10,000 for the award levels of Finalist, Honorable Mention and Merit.
Philips, Shelby Gray Flanigan, Chloe Nichole Schiavone, Arabella Rhyne McCart, Ashley They also receive space, funding, mentorship and professional development.
Howton Eller; back row, L to R: Julia Knox Auchter, Brooke Anne Geddes, Caroline Vason Winners are selected by discipline-specific panels of artists through a blind
Lyerly, Hadley Jane Hodge. adjudication process.

Academics, Arts, Athletics
and Activities for All.

" " PARENTS CAN BE
| ' ‘ CONFIDENT THEIR
CHILD IS GETTING
&« _A SUCCESSFUL
$%--_EDUCATION THAT WILL
L PREPARE THEM FOR
ENSTUDENTS GET
- THE HIGHEST QUALITY
" EDUCATION THAT
PROVIDES FOR THE
ROADEST INTERESTS

- AND EXPERIENCES.

Students Discover Their Passions,
Learn and Grow—All at Bolles.

SCHOOL

ALL THINGS POSSIBLE

Bolles.org | Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.
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A legacy of Eagle Scouts

Luke V. Whipple has achieved the prestigious rank of Eagle Scout, the highest
honor for the Boy Scouts of America. Whipple held his Court of Honor at
his family’s parish, St. John’s Cathedral, on Jan. 7. This ceremony capped a
family tradition of Eagle Scouts dating back nearly 100 years.

Whipple is the eighth Eagle Scout for the Searcy family, who lives in the
San Marco area. Patriarch William H. Searcy took a Boy Scouts course in
1925, eventually becoming a Scout Master and winning the Silver Beaver
Award. He and his wife, Mildred I. Searcy, had three sons: William H. Searcy,
Jr., Howard L. Searcy and John V. Searcy. Each son became an Eagle Scout.

John V. Searcy continued the heritage. He and his wife, Nina, had two
sons: Kevin V. Searcy and David L. Searcy. Each son had a son, Christopher
V. Searcy and John D. Searcy. These fathers and sons are all Eagle Scouts.
John and Nina'’s daughter, Jill S. Whipple, is the mother of the family’s newest
Eagle Scout, Luke.

Eagle Scouts pledge to live their lives according the 12 Boy Scout Laws
and Oath. To become an Eagle Scout, scouts must earn a total of 21 merit
badges and demonstrate scout spirit, service and leadership.

L to R: Kevin V. Searcy, David L. Searcy, John V. Searcy, Luke Whipple, John D. Searcy and
Christopher V. Searcy.

Sixth graders know how to lead

Sixth graders at Riverside Presbyterian Day
School (RPDS) annually commit to over two

and a half days of community service each
January through Project LEADS. This year,
students volunteered with Sanctuary on 8th
Street, MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation,
Family Promise, Catholic Charities, Jacksonville
Humane Society, Ortega Gardens, Presbyterian
Social Ministries and UCOM.

Project LEADS is a servant leadership
program designed to build students’ desire
to serve, and a belief that anyone can serve.
RPDS begins teaching about servantleadership
in pre-K, and Project LEADS is the capstone
service moment for students to celebrate and
demonstrate how they've grown as leaders.
Many students return to their chosen nonprofits
in the spring to continue volunteer service.
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L to R: AJ Franklin, Ryan Correia, Margot Pedrick and sixth-grade teacher "'?"'"“ ‘
Parke Jones at Catholic Charities.

Emily Morena at Sanctuary on 8th Street.

W NOW AUDITIONING GRADES 2ND - 12TH!

62 N MAIN ST | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202 | JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG | 904-353-1636

NO FEE TO AUDITION  NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

With the support of “en @ E&’?HUILL}E

Cultural Council

do you know a CHILD
who LOVES to SiNG?

Pre-K3 through 6th Grade
Accepting applications for the

Limited spaces available | 2023-2024 school year.
Call today for your personal tour.

e o and instagram @ 7423 San Jose Blvd « (904) 733-0352 » sjeds.org

SJEDS welcomes qualified applicants in grades Pre-K3 through 6th without regard to race, sex, creed, religion or national origin.
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RIVERSIDE

Preshyterian Day School

S
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RPDS is committed to developing the whole child and
celebrating childhood. Submit an online application for
Prel 3 - 6th Grade for the 2023-2024 school year.

www.rpds.com/applytoday | 904.353.3459

Submit an online application by January 27 for first round consideration.




32 | Jr.Residents | RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

RESIDENTNEWS.NET | FEBRUARY 2023

Wolfson’s gol lalent

Wolfson Winter Band Concert

Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced Studies took several opportunities last month to
showcase the immense talent of their students.

On Saturday, Dec. 3, Wolfson students took part in the Northeast Florida Speech and
Debate Tournament. It featured over 200 students from throughout the region. The
participants, as well as their debate coach, Ms. Losure, worked hard to prepare the
school for the competition.

Wolfson’s annual Winter Band Concert was held on Wednesday, Dec. 6.

The Dec. 9 Winter Choral Concert showcased Wolfson'’s treble, concert and chamber
choirs.

Dual wins for Diaz
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Andrew Diaz

Andrew Diaz, a junior at Wolfson School for Advanced Studies, recently received two
awards for his outstanding essay writing skills.

The first win was for “The Constitution Over Time” Essay Contest, sponsored by the
United States District Court, Middle District of Florida. The prompt asked students to
choose one of the 27 amendments to the U.S. Constitution and explain how it promotes
the goals of the Founding Fathers. Diaz’s essay on the 15th amendment took 3rd place
of 176 entries.

Diaz was also one of two winners in Florida for the Hispanic Heritage Month Essay
Contest. He received a framed certificate and a $500 award.

“Iwouldn’t consider myself to be very superstitious, but I am very lucky to have such
a supportive and helpful atmosphere of people that inspired me in writing these essays,”’
Diaz said.

In addition to his impressive writing skills, Diaz is actively involved at Wolfson as a
member of the Ping Pong Club, the Wolfson Debate Team, Interact Club and Student
Government, among many others. He volunteers within the greater community, too, at
TPC Sawgrass, nursing homes and Humble Harvest.

Excellence Across Four Pillars

The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond the
classroom. Episcopal prepares students for success in college
and beyond through a balanced program built on Four Pillars:
Academics, Athletics, Fine Arts, and Spiritual Life. Episcopal
students find their passions while shaping who, not what, they
will become.

Visit ESJ.org To Explore Your Future

MUNNERLYN GRADES 6 - 12

4455 ATLANTIC BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207
904.396.7104

BEACHES PRE-K 3 - GRADE 5

450 11th AVE. NORTH, JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250
904.246.2466

ST. MARK’'S AGE 1 - GRADE 5

4114 OXFORD AVE., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210
904.388.2632

EPISCOPAL

SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE
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Larson and Milkes Awarded Scholarships

Bishop Kenny seniors Ava Larson and Abby Milkes have been awarded the
Gator Bowl Charities Award of Excellence Scholarship. They were among
the four student-athlete winners, each receiving a one-time gift of $2,500
for use at any accredited university or college. Students are selected based
on their scholastic record, community service, sports participation, leadership,
involvement in extracurricular activities and a written essay.

Larson plays soccer, is an AP scholar with distinction and a member of
the English, Mu Alpha Theta, Rho Kappa, Science, Spanish and National
Honor Societies. She is also amember of the Family, Career and Community
Leaders of America, Interact, History, Science, and Spanish Clubs. Larson
isamember of the BK Student Ambassadors and an Extra Ordinary Minister
of Holy Communion. She would like to attend the University of Florida and
go on to law school in the future.

Milkes is a member of the cross-country, and track and field teams. She
is an AP Scholar, editor-in-chief of The Shield newspaper and a member of
the English, Mu Alpha Theta, Quill & Scroll, Rho Kappa, Science, Spanish
and National Honor Societies. She is also a member of the Family, Career
and Community Leaders of America, Interact, History, Science and Spanish
clubs. Milkes participates in the St. Vincent de Paul Society, the BK Student
Ambassadors and an Extra Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion. She
would like to attend the University of South Carolina or Florida State
University for public relations and journalism.

Larson, on left, and Milkes
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Deppe wins
Lincoln Essay
Contest

San Jose Episcopal Day School’s (SJEDS) Blake
Deppe won first place for literary excellence
in the Abraham Lincoln Essay Contest, winning
a $5 bill and recognition certificate. His award
was part of the Jan. 17 presentation on Abraham
Lincoln at the Duval County Main Library.
The SJEDS students also watched a performance
about Lincoln’s life from Dennis Boggs of
Nashville. He included anecdotes that were
relevant to the fifth-grade audience and adults
alike. In his performance closing, Boggs
reminded the audience, “You're fighting wars
every single day against hunger, poverty and
racism. You're fighting wars against crime, £
drugs and violence, against diseases.” Blake Deppe

Sixth graders hit the
hay(ride)

Sixth graders at San Jose Episcopal Day School
partookin a cherished tradition for their grade
— the Annual Hay Ride. By day, the students
donned jeans and cowboy hats and enjoyed a
selfie station. In the evening, students rode the
hay ride to Jacksonville Carriage Company, and
fed some farm animals. Parent volunteers helped
host the event, which also included a barbeque
dinner and fireside s'mores.

Charlie, Langley and Charlotte

For more information
about DA and auditions
visit DA-arts.org

2445 San Diego Rd.,
Dou g las Anderson Jacksonville, FL 32207
School of the Arts Where Arts and Academics
—— A Duval County Public High School Meet Excellence

TRANSFORMING LIVES,
ONE ARTIST AT ATIME.

If your child has a special talent in the arts, Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts can help foster their growth and excellence
as students, grades 9 through 12, are carefully nurtured through
intensive study.

Established as an arts school in 1985, the school attracts students
from all parts of North Florida and South Georgia who have talent
in dance, instrumental or vocal music, performance or technical

theater, film and video production, creative writing and visual arts.

A high academic standard — coupled with broad arts curriculum
— offers students an opportunity to excel in a chosen discipline
while preparing them for post-secondary education.

To learn more about the school and its programming, go to
douglasandersonSOTA on Facebook, or online at da-arts.org.

Please visit the www.da-arts.org
for more information and audition requirements.
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Harvard offers Wolfson senior
Charlotte Caccam early acceptance

The future is bright for Charlotte Caccam after
she graduates from Samuel Wolfson School for
Advanced Studies this spring. In December 2022,
Caccam learned that she is one of only 722
students from a pool 0f 9,553 students who have
been accepted in Harvard College’s Class of 2027
under the college’s early action program. In
2022, Harvard accepted a record-low 3.19% of
all applicants to the Class of 2026.

Caccam credits her family for being supportive,
loving and caring and for giving her good advice.

“My brothers taught me where my values
should be and how to be a kind, respectful
person. Family values are very important to me,”
Caccam said.

She also points to the collaborative atmosphere
at Wolfson for her success as a student.

“I have had an amazing time at Wolfson.
Academics were right up my alley, but yet I still
got to do a lot of extracurriculars,” she said.

Caccam was president of student government
in her freshman through junior years and then
became president of the student body as a senior.
But she prefers to be thought of as a servant
leader, rather than president.

“Charlotte is everything that we want as the
face of Wolfson. She is not a person who thinks
of herself first or what she can personally gain
from a situation; she thinks of how she can use
the situation to help someone else. Harvard is
blessed to be receiving her as a student,” Chris
Begley, Wolfson's principal, said.

Caccam started the Active Minds Club during
the pandemic for students who wanted to talk
about the misinformation around current events
and global issues. She is a breaststroker on the

DENTAL CLEANING

Varsity Swim Team, a Sunshine State STEM
scholar and a member of the school’s National
Honor Society, Model UN, Interact Club, Brain
Brawl and Debate Team. She volunteers for the
Museum of Science & History and Baptist
Hospital, participated in a CDC summer program
andis an alumna of Youth Leadership Jacksonville.
She has also played the piano for 13 years.

Wolfson selected her to be a student ambassador,
for which she had to apply and was selected on
the basis of academic and merit-based criteria.

“Charlotte is a standout applicant who
navigated an extremely competitive admissions
process. Watching her journey through the
college search has been such a rewarding
experience. She epitomizes leadership, and
her future is truly bright,” said Jane Courtney
Davis, college counselor for Wolfson School
for Advanced Studies.

Caccam, her parents, Evaleen and Ian Caccam,
and two brothers, Abram and Isaac, are longtime
residents of San Marco. Her father is an emergency
physician at Baptist Health, and her mother is
an OBGYN physician and business owner of
FABEN Obstetrics & Gynecology Inc.

“I'm really interested in public health and
economic inequalities in the medical industry,
and I thought Harvard would give me an amazing
opportunity to have access to a lot of different
resources and people who can help me work
towards that goal,” Caccam said.

“We were excited for her and told her to go
for it,” Evaleen Caccam said.

“Honestly, I see Charlotte in government and
maybe politics one day. Just my opinion,” Ian

Caccam said. recent family vacation.

Charlotte’s brother, Isaac; Charlotte Caccam; other brother, Abram; parents Evaleen and lan Caccam enjoy a
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And that’s no bull:
Malewicki’s Shark Week
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Tuyfor Malewicki .ulwicki tagsa bUII shark.

Bishop Kenny teacher and alumna, Taylor Malewicki, got up close and personal with
bull sharks, and others, during a once-in-a-lifetime, shark-tagging experience with the
University of Miami’s Shark Research Program. The program is designed to catch, tag
and release the sharks, allowing the team to gather important research data on their
feeding and migration patterns.

“It was beyond amazing to get this up-close, hands-on experience working with sharks
in Florida. We really need to learn more about sharks and better understand their
behaviors to save them from extinction,” said Malewicki. “We were able to tag two Atlantic
sharpnose, three bull, and three nurse sharks that day, which was an incredible day.”

Malewicki is a marine biology teacher who spends an enormous amount of time
focusing on her field of study when not teaching. She has volunteered with the Mayport
Ocean Rescue and would like to continue with the shark tagging research project, a
lifelong goal for her.
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There s so much to love about
The Covenant School of Jacksonville

There’s a distinctly different school in town that is
adored by all. Faculty and students from all across
the city share their perspective about the difference
they have found on campus at The Covenant School
of Jacksonville.

“l am thankful for our beautiful, God-given campus
where children have an opportunity to learn,”
Mrs. Michele Lueders, a Covenant grandmother shared with us. “Whether they
are in-side or outside the classroom, the learning environment is God-centered,
biblically-based, pleasant and inviting. The teachers and administrators are loving
and truly care about all aspects of the students’ lives. | love Covenant and all it has

to offer my grandchildren and our whole family.”

Covenant cultivates a Christian community that lovingly educates and edifies.
“Teaching at Covenant is unique because we are all running with the same goal
in mind - bringing God the glory and serving these precious children and their
families.” Mrs. Jamie Vaughn, a fifth grade teacher shared. Former Miss Covenant,
Delaney Ferguson, credits Covenant for “an amazing education, which will
undoubtedly help me excel in college and succeed in life. However, | have gained
something far more important than knowledge in different subjects — | learned
to be confident in myself, and more importantly, in my faith.” Luke Akerstrom
started his school career at the school and found a place of love, support, and
compassion. When he returned to Covenant for high school, he found the same
place. “There isn't anything more comforting than knowing your child spends his
days being encouraged in God's love and His plan for his life,” his mom said in a
recent interview.

Student after student has willingly shared things they love about the school.
From endearing coaches and fine arts teachers, unique environments and
caring faculty and staff, there is so much to love about Covenant. You can
experience the difference yourself via tour or the Open House event this month.

Visit www.wearecovenant.org/now-enrolling for more information.
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The end of an era

Terry Roberts soon to retire; Terry’s Kitchen coming under new ownership

Terry Roberts never imagined 23 years would go by quite so fast.
BY MICHELE LEIVAS And yet, here she is — soon to be retiring sometime in
Resident Community News March and looking forward to this next chapter of her life.

In her wake, she will leave Terry’s Kitchen — a neighborhood
institution on St. Johns Avenue — under the new ownership
of Anita Adams, butretaining the same name, staffand menu
the community has grown to love over these last two decades.

“We’ve shared a lot of good things, sad times, everybody’s
been so kind and so good,” she said, emotion welling up in
her voice. “It’s just kinda crazy.”

“It’s been great being a part of the community and knowing
so many people, feeling the support and being a part of their
lives,” she added. “Helping them cook and helping them to
help other people — a lot of times they pick something up,
it’s for somebody because they’re having a hard time and it
makes me feel good to help them help somebody else.”

Roberts began thinking more and more about retiring in
the latter part of 2022 and had even signed with a broker in
October to begin searching for a new property owner when
Adams walked into her shop to deliver a resume. It would be
another two weeks before Roberts was able to call her back
and when Adams joined the team, Roberts knew she would
be a perfect addition — though she didn’t know just how
perfect until one day, Adams raised the question: Had Roberts
ever thought about retiring?

Roberts recalled, “The next day, I said, ‘Well can we talk?
Actually I've thought about it more than notlately. I think it’s
getting time. Why are you interested? She said, Absolutely.”

Terry’s Kitchen will officially pass into Adams’ hands
sometime in March, although a specific date has not been
set. The transition leading up to her official retirement is “a
little chaotic,” Roberts said, as she has to move her belongings
from their normal places and find new homes for them all,
but knowing she’s leaving Terry’s Kitchen in such competent
Terry and her late husband Gary Roberts. hands is making this move that much easier for her.

“Anita just is gonna be a great fit,” she said. “She’s already
known the community from Let Them Eat Cake — [her former
Avondale-based] business. She started working with me in
October and we just clicked...I've had a good time getting to
know her: She’s got a great sense of humor, loves to cook as
I do. I think it’s gonna be a really good transition and the
people who have seen her behind my counter are really excited
to see her”

Moving forward, Roberts has a few projects in mind to fill
her time. Her late husband, Gary, was a collector of many
things and Roberts said she has no fewer than nine trombones
to sell along with some other items.

“I'm excited to see what is my future,” she said. “I guess
[I'll be] looking for open doors and open windows.”

Roberts and her late husband Gary, with Perry Russell at Terry’s Kitchen when it
opened in March 2000.

A cancer diagnosis can be overwhelming. With Ascension St. Vincent's Cancer Care, you

have an entire care team by your side including a cancer care navigator from diagnosis
through recovery. Every appointment with your cancer specialist starts with a compassionate
conversation. You and your doctor work together on a care plan with the goal of getting you
back to home, family, life and self sooner. With a plan, comes hope.

Talk to a care navigator.
ascension.org/StVincentsCancerCare

© Ascension 2023. All rights reserved.
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BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
Resident Community News

Any parent who has raised children in our
neighborhoods is grateful for one community
asset above all others — Wolfson Children’s
Hospital. Whether you live in Ortega or south
San Jose or somewhere in between, you are
justa car seat-click away from one of the best
children’s medical facilities in the country.
This is a blessing of the highest order. And
this is not normal. Most sick children and
their families must travel great distances —
sometimes by helicopter or ambulance or
traumatic transport — to receive the lifesaving
care they need. As residents of our neighbor-
hoods, we are practically next door to it.

Ibetyou have an “I'm Grateful for Wolzfson
Children’s Hospital Story.” I know I do —
several in fact! So, here’s the plan: I'll jump
in with mine, while you sit there quietly and
reflectonyours. Then we'llend with arecounting
of the greatest Wolfson Children’s Hospital
story of all — one that trumps (and inspires!)
your story, mine and everyone else’s.

So here goes — I am grateful for Wolfson
Children’s Hospital because:

o ...theyfix Cat Scratch Fever there! Yes,
it's a thing. (And apparently, it’s kind
of a Jacksonville thing because Dr.
Hugh Carithers Sr., one of the founding
doctors of Riverside-based Carithers
Pediatrics, came to Jacksonville as a
Cat Scratch Fever expert in the 1940s
— who knew?) Our daughter, Marley,
developed a golfball sized bump under
her 18-month-old armpit one time
after Christmas in 2002, on a Sunday
of course, which incited a panicked
dash to Wolfson Children’s Hospital
for a look-see. Admission to Wolfson
was like getting whisked up into a
Ritz-Carlton hotel where smart, calming
people appear out of nowhere and
take care of everything in such aloving
way, which was so amazing and perfect
because all I could muster in that
moment was to stare slack-jawed at
Marleyin her crib cage and daydream
of wheeling thatinescapable bed home
with us — to take naptime up a notch.
This mom was of no help. Thank
goodness for all the non-freak-outable
medical professionals in the room who

diagnosed Marley with Cat Scratch
Fever, removed her swollen lymph
node and sent her home a few days
later good as new (sans cool crib cage).

...when the Little Sister challenges
8-year-old Brother to swallow the fake
handcuffs key right before the big Texas
road trip and he eagerly accepts,
Wolfson will show you where it is in
his tummy and reassure you it will
come out the other end tout suite, no
pun intended.

...they also fix Big Baby Adults. Years
ago, my husband David was really
ticking me off because he kept getting
the bends every time he went scuba
diving, which was often and super
annoying and potentially deadly, gah.
He’d end up in a hospital hyperbaric
chamber for the day to decompress
and I'would deeply covet his situation
because, with two young children at
home goading each other to eat fake
handcuffkeys and such, that sounded
like a real vacation. Turned out, David
had a small hole in his heart, also
known as a Patent Foramen Ovale, or
PFO. They are no bueno for scuba
divers and are very common — in
INFANTS. So, when time came to repair
that heart hole, David was wheeled
into a surgery suite at Wolfson Children’s
Hospital — in little socks and an ill-
fitting child-size gown, lol. The surgery
tools and expertise, however, were just
the right size. Thanks to the heart
doctors who treated my big 40-year-old
hubs at Wolfson Children’s Hospital,
David now sleeps with the fishes — just
kidding, he swims with them...and
real deep, too, with that patched-up
heart of his.

...they can alter the outlook of lives
around the world. That hospital forever
changed the smile of our 12-year-old
Afghan houseguest, Hikmat, a decade
ago. A disfiguring cleft pallet brought
shame on her family in their remote
Afghan village. Hikmat hardly stood a
chance between her gender and her
appearance. Thanks to the nonprofit
Solace for the Children, which brought
Hikmat and a dozen other young patients
from Afghanistan to Jacksonville for
respite and medical treatment, Hikmat
got alife do-over at Wolfson Children’s

FROM MY EMPTY NEST PERCH

Hospital. She was seen and treated by
one of the best plastic surgeons in
Northeast Florida— Dr. Dean Glassman,
God rest his soul. Like every other
Wolfson patient at the end of her
treatment, Hikmat was wheeled out to
the parkinglotin alittle red wagon with
all the balloons and flowers she’d gotten
during her stay. And she went back to
Afghanistan a few weeks later with a
new grin — and renewed hope.

Hope is at the center of it all — whether
you were hoping for a crib bed, a key sighting
in the potty or opportunities a healed cleft
pallet mightlend your family. Wolfson Children’s
Hospital is that place for so many people in
our neighborhood and around the region.
There is no story that more poignantly explains
why than the story of a neighborhood family’s
experience at Wolfson Children’s Hospital
many decades ago. The Cavert and Martin
families’ tragedy is the genesis of Wolfson’s
renown today.

I will quote liberally from the history page
of the Women'’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital website:

“Extraordinary undertakings can spring
from extraordinary loss. In 1972, Richard
and Ray Martin lost a premature twin daughter,
Abbie. At that time, Wolfson Children’s
Hospital did not have the equipment necessary
to support one premature infant, let alone
two. Surviving twin Annie had to be transported
in the back of her parents’ station wagon in
anincubator to Shands Hospital in Gainesville,
where she stayed for almost five months.
Rather than place blame or hide from this
overwhelming tragedy, Abbie’s family faced
ithead on. Ray’s mother, Ellen Cavert, worked
with the late pediatrician Dr. J. W. Hayes to
find a way to bring visibility to Wolfson
Children’s Hospital and raise funds to
strengthen it. The result was The Women'’s
Board, which would become a powerhouse
in Jacksonville philanthropy.”

Ellen Cavert and her family were San Marco-
area long-timers and change-makers. Like
many neighbors you may know, the Caverts
took their pain and turned it into a blessing
for others. The article “Sweet Spirit Still Soars,”
written by Nancy Belote Felton and published
in the Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital’s “Flaunting the First Coast” 2022
Winter Design Show magazine, articulates
how Cavert’s faith and dedication to others
created a legacy of hope in Northeast Florida.

RESIDENTNEWS.NET | FEBRUARY 2023

“’Until I'was placed in these circumstances,
IThad noidea so little equipment was available
in Jacksonville to care for critically ill newborns,
Cavertreminisced during an interview more
than 20 years ago. This evidence forever
changed the focus of her community
involvement. ‘I wanted to do everything I
could to prevent this situation from being
repeated in other families’ lives.”

Cavert’s formation of the Women'’s Board
of Wolfson Children’s Hospital - which began
as ahumble act of grace and community spirit
— helped transform Wolfson into the lifesaving,
healing place it is today. Let’s be grateful for
that first and foremost! I would love to hear
how you answered the “I am grateful for
Wolfson Children’s Hospital because...”
prompt, I know we’d hug and cry ugly happy
tears for days over these shared experiences
of mending and renewal. I imagine your list,
like mine, also includes gratitude for the top
shelf doctors, healthcare workers, nurses,
administrators and volunteers who restore
children’s health (and parents’ sanity!) in our
community each and every day. And together,
as residents of our wonderful historic
neighborhoods, we can thank our lucky stars
we live just down the street from a place built
on HOPE. Grateful, indeed.

Susanna Barton never did find that key,
but she also never really looked. She has
lived in o house on Granada Park with
her husband David, their children Ben
(The Bolles School ‘18, Washington € Lee
University "22) and Marley (The Bolles
School '20, Sewanee The University of
the South"24), and geri-dog Dot for 25-plus
years. She has written for The Jacksonville
Business Journal, The Resident, Jacksonville
University and The Bolles School during
her professional life in Jacksonville and
is now exploring the realms of early
retirement. Each month, she will share
reflections on neighborhood qualities for
which she is grateful.
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Marcis Borum shares photos of the old Ford Mator Plant, when it housed Borum High
Performance Boats.

)
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An exterior shot of the old Ford Motor Plant during the 1970s, when Borum’s father
and grandfather — Don and Otis Borum, respectively — manufactured boats at the
former automobile plant.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARCIS BORUM.

P " |
An interior shot of the old Ford Motor Plant, filled with Borum boats in various stages
of completion.
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From the open road to the open sea
Borum Boats’ chapter at the old Ford Motor Plant

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Since last October, Jacksonville has
been preparing to bid farewell to the
old Ford Motor Plant as time inevitably
draws it closer and closer to total
demolition.

In November, The Resident reported
on the Land Use and Zoning (LUZ)
committee ruling supporting Amkin
Hill Street LLC’s appeal of Jacksonville
Historic Preservation Commission’s
denial ofits application for a certificate
of appropriateness to demolish the
factory. The following week, the City
Council upheld the LUZ ruling, thus
allowing the property owner to move
forward with the demolition.

Since the publication of that article,
Marcis Borum — the son and grandson
of former tenants of the old Ford Motor
Plant — reached out to The Resident
to share his memories of his family’s
10 years manufacturing boats in the
former automobile plant.

In the 50 years it was in business
— from 1940 to 1990 — Borum High
Performance Boats manufactured more
than 10,000 boats, Borum said, but the
10 years the business was housed at
1900 Wambolt Street remains a special
time for him. A three-ring binder of
sales documents, news clippings and
old photographs serves as the legacy
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of his family’s business — the binder
his father took with him on every
business trip that was then given to
Borum by his mother after his father
passed.

Seated at the conference table at The
Resident’s office, Borum pulled photos
from the binder in their protective
plastic sleeves showing the old Ford
Motor Plant as it was in the 1970s, when
his family was there.

“There was still black paint in
underground tanks, oil in underground
tanks,” he recalled. “And if I remember
right, whenIwas akid, Iremember there
were rails, like train tracks but they were
just in the concrete for the assembly
line”

“The building was so much nicer,”
he added. “It was almost like Ford
hadn’t left that long ago and it was so
well maintained.”

‘Bright’ may not be a word that
immediately comes to mind as one
views the rundown structure sprawling
outover the St. Johns River beside the
Mathews Bridge today, but Borum said
that’s precisely what it was when sunlight
came streaming through the skylight
and windows lining the sides of the
building. Light filled the open space,
bouncing off the walls and ceilings and
illuminating everything so well, not a
single light bulb was needed to enhance
it during the day.

“Well they didn’t have fluorescent
lighting [when the plant was built]

TAVERNA

OCEANA.

Kitchen + Raw Bar

— you're looking at Edison bulbs back
then — so you had to have as much
natural light and that’s what was really
cool thatI remember, that kinda stuck
to me, how much natural light there
was. It was so well-lit, naturally...
Everythingjustlit up and it would glow”
he said, pointing to a photograph of
the building’s exterior and all of the
intact windows running the length of
the building’s side.

Later, his grandfather and father —
Otis and Don Borum, respectively — did
install fluorescent lighting, he added.

Borum said he’s sad to see the
building go, but acknowledged that
kind of riverfront property has become
extremely valuable commodity.

“I think if it wasn’t on the river,
Jacksonville would probably do
something about it,” he speculated.
“Butnow we need to probably sacrifice
that history and that building being
there to move forward and for Jacksonville
to grow. Because we gotta grow, right?”

In accordance with a flooramendment
at that October City Council meeting,
the Jacksonville Historical Society (JHS)
has conducted its documentation of
the plant, engaging the services of
photographer Mark Krancer and
preservation advocate Ennis Davis to
complete the project.

JHS Chief of Staffand Communications
Director Kate Hallock confirmed
demolition of the building has already
begun.
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THE WAY WE WERE

Hooshang

Harvest,

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

Dr. Hooshang Harvesf came to the United States
from Persia as a young, educated man in the
early 1960s but took his schooling even further
by completing the Ph.D. program in economics
at The University of California, Berkeley. His
father had always stressed this advice: “Getan
education first. Then, do whatever it is that
makes you want to wake up in the morning
and do it” To honor his father’s wish, that’s

exactly what Hooshang did. While earning his
degree, he knew that someday he would open
a shop. Once he was handed his diploma, he
immediately set out to realize that goal. He
became the owner and operator of Hooshang
Oriental Rug Gallery, Inc.

“To this day, to this minute, I don’t know
why Ilike whatIdo. I have noidea,” Hooshang
said. Perhaps it’s the daily being surrounded
by hand-knotted pieces of art, anywhere from
300 to over 1,000 knots per inch. Perhaps it’s
the natural fiber—wool, silk, and cotton—that
has him intrigued. Maybe it’s the nostalgic
pull reminiscent of his boyhood. Maybe it’s
the yearslonglabor of love that has gone into
each design somewhere overseas that Hooshang
appreciates; he has a natural eye for quality
and uniqueness. Whatever it is, it has kept
Hooshang wanting to wake up every morning
for the past 45 years and get to his business
of selling and servicing oriental rugs.

On Sept. 15, 1977, Hooshang first opened
the doors of his retail shop to the public. And
every day since then feels to Hooshang as if
it’s his first. An excitement still wells within
him as he turns the key in the lock at 3571 St.
Johns Avenue, as it did that Thursday morning
more than four decades ago. Hooshang is a
humble man, but there is one thing about
which he boasts. His is the only store in the
Shoppes of Historic Avondale that has retained

Ph.D.

the same business, the same name and the
same owner at the same location for such a
long period of time.

When he first arrived on St. Johns, there
were only two or three restaurants around.
The other establishments were all retailers.
“What has happened since is that the nature
of business in Avondale has changed. Now,
it’s less retail and more entertainment,”
Hooshang said. Today, there are 16 or so
eateries nearby, whereas 90% used to be
retail shops.

Beyond Avondale, Hooshang commented
that the Jaguars have made a big change in

exhibited is through Hooshang’s holiday
window display. “God knows, if |had a penny
for each picture taken of this window, I would
have millions of dollars from it,” he said.

Jacksonville atlarge. “I am a fan like everybody
else is,” he said. And it’s not only because he
lives here that he says that. He likes them!
Because of his longevity in the community,
many residents refer to Hooshang as “The
Mayor of Avondale.” The truth, however, is
that he has never held public office despite
his love of the people here and their love for
him. One of the ways the mutual affection is
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While touring Royal Street in New Orleans
in 1978, Hooshang spotted two Superman
figurines in a store window. He was neither a
fan nor a critic of the superhero, but Hooshang
purchased both pieces. He still does not know
why. When he returned to his hotel room with
them, herealized they were
nutcrackers. When he
arrived back home to
Jacksonville, he set them
inhisshop’s window. That'’s
how his collection started.
Today, he owns over 1,000
nutcrackers. “I feel like
they are no longer mine;
theybelongto the people,’
he said.

Those first two turned
into hundreds that
Hooshang has been
displaying annually for
so long that each
nutcracker has its own
followers who come
religiously at Christmas
to visit. If a particular
piece happens not to
be in the window that

enter Hooshang’s shop and inquire about it.
“It’s a challenge because we cannot take
certain nutcrackers out of the window without
upsetting some people. Seriously,” he said.
The challenge is to add new ones every year
without taking any away. Carolyn Patterson,
the window dresser, has designed shelving
in an attempt to make that possible. The
nutcracker display brims, and Hooshang
recalls overhearing one visitor telling his
girlfriend on the phone, “Eat your heart out!
You think you have a collection?”

Hooshang is not sure where that young
man was visiting from. People come from far
and wide to visit Jacksonville and the Shoppes
and his store. Over the course of four-plus
decades, Hooshang has made an interesting
observation about the residents of Jacksonville.
It has been his experience that the people
who live at the Beach, stay at the Beach. They
seldom cross over. The people who live in
Southside, it seems, have a hard time crossing
the bridge to the other side of town. For them,
it’s like crossing into another state. “I never
understood that,” he admitted. But they do
cross. And Hooshang is grateful.

What initially drew Hooshang here to
Jacksonville after Berkeley is that his brother
had established a pediatric practice here.
Hooshang had just earned his doctorate, and
his mother was coming to visit the United
States for the first time. He and his brother
had hoped she might feel as comfortable here
as they did. They wanted to convince her to
stay, and she did. She lived out the last 18
years of her life here.

One of the many reasons Hooshang likes
living and working in the Avondale area of the
city is that itis well maintained. “It has always,
always been kept up,” he said. Also, Memorial
Park is close by.

“Ilove Avondale! And I love the people.”

year, the visitor will
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| IN MEMORIAM

Hans
“Harry”
Frisch

JULY 5, 1923— JANUARY 13, 2023

Mr. Hans “Harry” Frisch, 99, passed away
peacefully on Friday, January 13, 2023, at his
home surrounded by his loving family. He
was born on July 5, 1923 in Vienna, Austria.
As a child, Hans lived in a large, four-level
home with his family. His family ran their
business out of the central part of their home
on the ground floor. Close and extended
family lived in the home and all were involved
in the family business. Residing there were
his parents, his older brother Alfred, maternal
grandparents, aunt, uncles and cousins.

Sufficed to say that family and business have
always been a part of Frisch Family life.
Harry’s father passed away when Harry was
9 years old. Several years later, when his
mother remarried, his stepfather also joined
alongside Harry’s mother in the family
business.

There is much to the story of arduous travel
for Hans “Harry” Frisch from Austria to the
United States via Israel, which can be read
in his book USE YOUR HEAD, Copyright 2018,
which can be found on Amazon (he would
have wanted that shameless plug). When
Harry left Israel with his wife Lilo and their
two young sons, Ben and Karl, he rejoined
his mother upon arrival to the United States
in 1953 after the unexpected 15 year separation.
While in Israel, Harry learned to be an
automobile repair mechanic for defense
forces and eventually opened his own garage
with partners. Upon arrival to the U.S., Harry
again opened a repair garage but later
closed-up shop since his stepfather passed
away, so he could join the family business of
the little fresh seafood shop called Beaver
Street Fisheries with his mother and brother,
Fred. Once again, the Frisch Family was
together in business. Beaver Street Fisheries
grew through much hard work - it was a labor
oflove for the family and succeeded through
good and hard times.

Harry continued to come to the office of
Beaver Street Fisheries, Inc. until 3 days before
his passing. His work is what kept him going.
This is where he engaged in the business,
signed PO’s and checks and often spoke to
employees about the state of the business and
how they were doing. He always said, “I'm
not thinking about today... T am thinking about
5 years down the road... where are we going
to be and how can we make sure that we have
consistent supply for our customers?” Harry
knew BSF had approx. 400 employees and
therefore supported hundreds of families in
Duval and the surrounding counties. Harry
was always a huge fan of the Jaguars and
enjoyed having friends and family join in the
BSF suite for the games. Being a business

leader in the community for many years, Harry
had the privilege of seeing several Jacksonville
Mayors and Sheriffs come and go; he was
always interested in what he could do to make
Jacksonville better and offered his support to
each one, some more receptive than others.
He always made himself available for friendship
and support.

Harry had an amazingly wonderful life with
hisloving wife, Lilo. They were married for 68
years. When she passed in 2016, a spark left
his eyes, never to return. Harry always said
that he was the “head of the family’, but Lilo
was the “neck that turned the head” They
made a great team in the business and in the
family. Even though Harry had a great support
system from his sons and family, he was also
cared for by Thora Rose, his house manager
of 30+ years, care giver and “mother” as he
affectionately called her. Her unwavering
dedication and care for him and all things
home related was beyond question. He was
also cared for by Tammy Pate, his assistant at
Beaver Street Fisheries, Inc. He lovingly referred
to her as his “adopted daughter”. The feeling
was mutual and reciprocated as her care went
beyond that of the office to the home, hospital
or wherever he was at the time. Laura Rhoden
was also ever present as a caregiver at the
office. Her participation was extremely valuable
and made it possible for Harry to be at work
daily. There was constant care for him in the
later years. The family appreciates the long-
term caregivers that were with him 24/7. It
availed him the opportunity to remain
independent for as long as possible.

Through the years, as he exercised the
wisdom of “using your head’, the business
grew and with his family, Harry was able to
contribute to many philanthropic organizations,
for many causes in our city and abroad. He
was a supporter of River Garden Hebrew Home
and was very fond of the work, good will and
blessing of River Garden. He also contributed
to The Mayo Clinic and he had full confidence
in their care. He facilitated introductions to
as many people as he could because he was
so proud of their care for him. He was also a
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supporter of St. Vincent’s Hospital and Baptist
Hospital. Harry received many awards and
honors over the years: November 14, 2006,
First Coast 50 Award by KPMG, April 2012, the
Thomas S Baker SOLID AS A ROCK Award by
Junior Achievement, November 2013, The
Legacy Award for Harry and Lilo Frisch for
National Philanthropy Day, November 2014,
Induction into the First Coast Business Hall
of Fame by the Florida Council on Economic
Education, November 2014, the Service to
Agriculture Award by the Duval County Farm
Bureau, Dec 2015, Resolution Honoring Harry
Frisch by the City of Jacksonville, April 2016,
Humanitarian Award, Silver Medallion by
OneJax, May 2016, Honorary Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business Administration
by Florida State College of Jacksonville and
Nov 2017, Lifetime Achievement Award by
Junior Achievement. Harry was also a lifetime
honorary Board Member at Frosty Acres, Inc.
and previously on the Board of Etz Chaim and
River Garden Foundation.

Harry was preceded in death by his parents,
his wife Lilo Frisch and his brother Alfred
Frisch; He is survived by his sons, Ben Frisch
and Karl Frisch (Missy); also Pat Frisch, seven
grandchildren: Mark Frisch (Meredith), Adam
Frisch (Sierra), Steven Frisch, Daniel Frisch
(Amanda) and Erin Frisch, Britney Norton
and Eddie Norton; seven great-grandchildren:
Lyla, Hannah, Abby, Emmitt, Jacob, Jeremiah
and Jack, also nieces and nephews in Florida
and in Israel.

Graveside services were held at Arlington
Park Cemetery (entrance through the Lillian
Rd gate), Etz Chaim section, on Monday,
January 16, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. with a meal of
consolation and visitation with the family
immediately following at River Garden Hebrew
Home (masks required indoors) until 5:00
pm. There was also a Mincha/Maariv service
at 5:20 at the same location.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
contributions be made to the Etz Chaim
Synagogue, The River Garden Hebrew Home,
Hadassah, Jacksonville Jewish Center or the
charity of your choice.
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JANIE BOYD & ASSOCIATES
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com
www.JanieBoyd.com

Buy With Confidence: List with Success:

2519 Iroquois Ave. ¢

This house shows a HISTORY OF ORTEGA!!! Built in 1909 and over the years it has
kept its original details and yet it ends with a new addition of a family room with
cathedral ceilings open to the kitchen and a dining area which all open to a
fabulous patio overlooking the half acre lot! 4 bedrooms/2.5 baths 2501 sq ft.

Janie Boyd, Broker/Owner: 904-237-9513

» $648,500




I IN LOVI N G MEM 0 RY ...brought to you by Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes
JANUARY 28, 1967 - JANUARY 14, 2023
‘ vy JSO assistant chief James
FOUGHT
AN EXTREMELY ]Udge PasSES away alter
WREOS hattling ALS
FIGHT IN HIS &
BATTLE AGAINST The Jacksonville community has lost a beloved member and honored
ALS HE WAS First Responder. On Jan. 14, Lieutenant James Judge passed awa
p gep y
WIDELY LOVED’ after a valiant and courageous battle against ALS.
In the wake of Judge’s passing, Jacksonville Sherift T.K. Waters
AND HIS PASSING released the following statement:
IS DEEPLY FELT "Today, the Jacksonville Sherift’s Office lost a valued member of
THROUGHOUT our family. Jimmy Judge was a nearly 32-year veteran of our agency
CURRENT who served with honor and distinction. Jimmy was the longest-
tenured lieutenant when he was appointed by Sherift Mike Williams
pp Y
AND RETIRED to serve as Assistant Chief. immy fought an extremely courageous
MEMBERS OF fight in his battle against ALS. He was widely loved, and his passing
is deeply felt throughout current and retired members of not only
N UT 0 NLY THE the Jacksonville Sherift’s Office, but the Jacksonville community."
JACKSONVILLE “On behalf of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, I send my
SH ER| FF’S condolences to his wife, Shannon, and their son, Jakie. Please join
: &l me in keeping Lt. Judge’s family members and loved ones in your
' i OFF CE’ BUT THE thoughts and prayers at this difficult time”
3 JACKSONVILLE In 2020, The Resident featured Judge as its “Community Hero”
— COMMUNITY after being nominated by the community nonprofit organization,
i ) the Downtown Dwellers. The Resident shared the Downtown
E 3 Dweller’s nomination of Judge, whom the organization called “the
R 3 - Sheriff TK Waters, embodiment of the police services we value”
- Jacksonville Judge is survived by his wife and son.

A beautiful new place to
celebrate special lives

<, COMING SOON!
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We're proud to introduce Hardage-Giddens St.
Johns Funerals & Cremations to the

St. Johns community. This beautiful,
state-of-the-art multipurpose event center
can accommodate a variety of events,
including life celebrations, receptions,
community gatherings and traditional
funerals. We'll help you plan a celebration of
life defined by professionalism, compassion
and attention to detail that is second to none.

Hardage-Giddens St. Johns

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
1285 St. Johns Pkwy.
904-342-101
HGStJohns.com

Jody Brandenburg, President
Matt Tucci, Director of Operations
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Visit us today for more information.




Caring for your heart, -
so you don’t skip a beat. (WA

Trouble exercising, shortness of breath and
heartbeats that skip are just some of the symptoms
you might experience if you are living with a heart
rhythm disorder, such as atrial fibrillation (Afib). While
not life threatening alone, Afib can lead to further
complications down the road, such as stroke, and is
best treated immediately — so you can live your life to
the fullest.

Now Open: The Heart Rhythm
Center at Baptist Health

That's why we opened the Heart Rhythm Center, a
one-stop destination for the care and treatment of heart
rhythm disorders. The center houses a team of medical caregivers specializing in heart
rhythm abnormalities and is located near downtown Jacksonville at the Baptist Heart
Hospital, the only freestanding heart hospital in the region.

To request an appointment, call 904.202.AFIB (2342) or visit baptistjax.com/afib.

Physicians providing care at Baptist hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals. Baptist Heart Specialists are employed by Baptist Cardiology, Inc. © Baptist Health 2023





