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RUNOFF ELECTIONS
AHEAD FOR
JACKSONVILLE MAYOR,
CITY COUNCIL SEATS

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Several candidates will move on to runoff
elections in their respective races later
this spring following the Duval First Unitary
Election on March 21.

Daniel Davis (REP) and Donna Deegan
(DEM) emerged as the two candidates with
the most votes, securing 24.72% (41,505
votes) and 39.43% (66,192 respectively.
Because no single candidate secured the
maijority vote, the two candidates with the
most vote (Davis and Deegan) will face
each other once again in a mayoral runoff
election on May 16. Joining them in their
own runoff elections — specific to The
Resident’s readership — will be:

e Property Appraiser:

JosonFischer (REP, 30.65% — 50,864
votes) and Joyce Morgan (DEM,
47.64% — 79,071 votes)

o City Council At-Large Group 5:
Charles Garrison (DEM, 25.83% —
42,163 votes) and Chris Miller (REP,
36.79% — 60,052 votes)

e City Council District 7:

Joseph Hogan (REP, 31.52% — 4,486
votes) and Jimmy Peluso (DEM,
34.72% — 4,942 votes)
e  City Council District 9:
Mike Muldoon (REP, 47.03% — 3,387
votes) and Tyrona Clark-Murray (DEM,
14.75% — 1,062 votes)
Candidates in Districts 2, 8, 11 and 14 will
move on to May runoff elections as well.

The following candidates all secured seats

on the city council in the March election:

e At-lLarge Group 1: Terrance Freeman
(REP), with 65.13% (100,297 votes)

e At-Large Group 2: Ron Salem (REP),
with 53.22% (88,080 votes)

e At-Large Group 3: Nick Howland (REP)*

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Jacksonville leaders, personalities cook up favorite dishes for charity

Jacksonville celebrities, media personalities, business leaders and government officials traded in the various hats they wear on a daily basis for a chef’s hat as
they served up their favorite dishes at the Salvation Army Women's Auxiliary’s 37th Annual Celebrity Chefs Tasting Luncheon and Silent Auction on March 23.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Roadwork
underway
for Beach
Boulevard

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Motorists traveling down Beach Boulevard (State Road 212) in the
St. Nicholas area will continue to see construction between Schumacher
and San Mateo avenues.

According to the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
website, construction began in this past October.

The website outlines several proposed improvements for this
projectincluding the “installation of a mid-block pedestrian crossing
between Kenneth Street and Camden Avenue; installation of new
mast-arm signals and pedestrian signals at San Mateo Avenue and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Laurie Kirchoff with Jan and LU ulsh, Penny and Bob |Iison,
Connie Tumer, Jamie and Mickey Ross

CELEBRATING THE IMPACT OF SERVICE

Guests gathered at TIAA Bank Field’s Lower East Gallagher Club on Saturday, March
11for Catholic Charities Jacksonville’s annual Black and White Soiree, hosted by the
nonprofit’s Divine Saciety. The fundraising event included a cocktail reception, live
music and more to celebrate the organization’s impactful Feed a Family campaign.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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Sydnee Moegenburg and Kiele Rife

BREAKING BQUNDARJES

Wolfson’s first female wrestlers take to the mat

Juniors Kiele Rife and Sydnee Morgenburg are making school history at Samuel
Wolfson School for Advanced Studies as the school’s first two female wrestlers
to square off on the varsity mat.
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</-TO THE EDITOR

Dear Supporters, Volunteers, Sponsors, Anglers
and Friends -

In March 2007, the one phone call our parents feared, and we fear, became a reality for
the Roberts family. I know where I was when Gary called me that Sunday morning, he
needed the fewest words possible. There is a seriousness when your best friend says his
son is in the Trauma Center at Shands (now UF Health) fighting for his life. After a tragic
and sudden fall, Clay Roberts was gone to soon, never to recover.

Within weeks, the Roberts had assembled a group of close friends at their home and
laid out an ambitious agenda for a nonprofit to be named In River Or Ocean (IROO) in
memory of their son. It happened to be Clay’s email address. A cornerstone of the
organization was a scholarship awarded to a graduating Senior athlete at Bishop Kenny
High School who exhibits Clay’s best attributes, male or female.

The Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship and Inshore Slam Fishing Tournament has
always been an opportunity for volunteers to give back to the Roberts and to provide
local fishermen with nothing but fun on the water with minimal rules, high payouts and
a celebration of Clay’s joy of the water.

To all our anglers and sponsors — we are grateful, and we are blessed — thanks to
your participation and contributions. Through all 13 (Covid caught us too) annual
tournaments, our fundraising projects have grown the scholarship’s fund.

We are happy to announce that we reached our goal this year and the Clay Roberts
Memorial Scholarship has been funded in perpetuity at Bishop Kenny High School.
I know of two smiling faces looking down, and a bunch of board members smiling up.

In 2020, we lost Gary, Clay’s father, my best friend. Gary lost his fight with an illness,
but we all knew he was prepared to go peacefully. He knew that Clay was waiting to greet
him, rod in hand, bait ready, boat and gear aboard a boat bound for the river — or the
ocean — we were all sure there was a joyous reunion for both father and son.

In addition to the scholarship, IROO has created two additional endowments at Bishop
Kenny — a music endowment in Gary’s memory (he loved to play the Trombone) and
a soon-to-be-named marquee on campus.

The bad news is very simple: The Board of Directors of In River Or Ocean has decided to
no longer put on the Father’s Day weekend Clay Roberts Memorial Scholarship Slam
Tournament. Trust me, words couldn’t express our disappointment, but the time has come.

To the contrary, the board has decided to explore other ways to reach out to the angling
community, especially the Junior Anglers that the Roberts loved to see at the weigh-in.
Gary’s wife and mother to Clay, Terry Roberts and her daughter Casey, wanted to be
sure special thanks were reiterated to all who have shared in the enjoyment of the
tournament for so many years — from fellow board members to sponsors and anglers
of all stripes.

I hope everyone who has ever been touched by the Roberts family still holds that
Saturday before Father’s Day as a special day in your hearts and remember all those
good times Gary had with all of us, while Clay watched over us as well.

Please follow us and share our news and updates on Facebook at InRiverOrOcean.

Sincerely,
Bill Parker, Pres/Tres
In River Or Ocean

A family tradition

Yoe Carlucci follows father, grandfather to
City Council aﬁ‘er winning District 5 race

Republican Joe Carlucci has been elected
as the new city council member representing
Jacksonville’s fifth district.

The two-person race pitted Carlucci
against fellow Republican Morgan Roberts,
whom he defeated by securing 63.72% of
the 13,086 votes cast in the District 5 race
for the 2023 Duval County First Unitary
Election on March 21.

District 5 is one of eight districts (1, 3, 4,
5,6, 10, 12 and 13) and four at-large groups
(1, 2,3 and 4) to elect its new city council
representative last month. The two candidates earning the most votes for the remaining
districts and at-large council member. His grandfather, Joe Carlucci, also served on the
Jacksonville City Council before eventually moving on to the Florida State Senate.

Carlucci now follows in his father’s and grandfather’s footsteps to Jacksonville’s City
Hall. His father, Matt Carlucci, ran unopposed to continue serving as the Group 4 at-large
council member and grandfather Joe Carlucci Sr. also served on the Jacksonville City
Council and, eventually, the Florida State Senate.

“I am very thankful for the opportunity to serve this community and have already
started putting together plans for improving our parks and infrastructure starting this
year,” Carlucci wrote in an e-mail. “I appreciate all the prayers and support I received
all along the way of my campaign. Now the work begins and I feel prepared for the job
in front of me.”

Carlucci and the rest of the new city council will take office on July 1.

Joe and Victoria Carlucci with their boyson Election Day.

RUNOFF ELEECTIONS | cONTINUED FROM COVER

e At-Large Group 4: Matt Carlucci (REP)*

e  District 1: Ken Amaro (REP), with 66.36% (6,607 votes)

e  District 3: Will Lahnen (REP), with 53.42% (5,881 votes)

¢  District 4: Kevin Carrico (REP)*

e District 5: Joe Carlucci (REP), with 63.72% (8,307 votes)

e  District 6: Michael T. Boylan (REP), with 64.87% (9,437 votes)
e  District 10: Ju'Coby Pittman (DEM), with 64.56% (6,331 votes)
e  District 12: Randy White (REP), with 64.79% (7,723 votes)

e  District 13: Rory Diamond (REP), with 86.97% (11,310 votes)

*These candidates ran unopposed in their districts.

Election results and statistics for all the races from the March 21 election are available
to review on the Duval County Supervisor of Elections’ website (duvalelections.gov).
The deadline to register for the May 16 general election is April 17. Following that
election, the newly elected city officials and representatives will take office on July 1.
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New life breathed into landmark tower

Adaptive reuse ahead for downtown’s historic Independent Life Building

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

|

COURTESY OF THE DOWNTOWN DE]
REVIEW BOARD FINAL APPROVA

A rendering of the renovated Independent Life building as a
mixed-use multifamily development.

After years of standing abandoned, the
historic Independent Life Building in downtown
Jacksonville can expect a transformation into
a 21st-century mixed-use development.

Last month, a permit was filed with the
city for the adaptive reuse of the 19-story
building at 233 West Duval Street, converting
it into “a multifamily residential [building]
with ground floor commercial.”

The estimated cost for the project is $23.3
million. DFI General Contractors LLC is the
contractor.

According to city records, “interior
demolition of non-[load] bearing walls”
was permitted in 2021, along with the removal
of lead and asbestos and two elevators, at
the cost of $1 million.

The Independent Life building was
designed by KJB Architects and construction
was completed in 1955. It was the home of
Independent Life and Accident Insurance
Agency for 20 years before the company
relocated.

After changing hands several times in the
interim period and standing abandoned for
several of those years, the building was sold
to PEP10 LLCin 2019 for $3.7 million, according
to county records. The following year, the
city council approved the building’s designation
as a local landmark.

This has been a project several years in
the making for developer Augustine
Development Group. According to the
December 2020 Downtown Development
Review Board final approval packet, the
mixed-use development will feature 135
residential units on the second through 16th
floors. Along with commercial tenants, the
basement and firstlevel will feature a grocery
store and restaurant. An amenity deck will

and one of the region’s best variety of
eyewear brands like Cartier, DITA, Oliver
Peoples, Gucci and Lafont.
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occupy the 17th level; the 18th will have a
commercial kitchen while the top level will
be home to a “Sky Lounge.” The designs in
the final approval packet were done by Dasher
Hurst Architects.

Site plans also detail the recreation of the
historic “Independent” sign on the tower’s
south face.

“We look forward to seeing this project
move ahead,” wrote Downtown Investment
Authority CEO Lori Boyer in an e-mail.
“Having the Independent Life Building
restored and repurposed will be beneficial
not just for that building, which has been
vacant for some time, but for the group of
historic properties around it. And once the
work is completed, the building will promote
the growth of Downtown and the entire
community by providing a new housing
option for prospective residents and adding
to Downtown’s mix of dining, nightlife and
commercial options.”

The Jacksonville Historical Society (JHS)
remains a champion of adaptive reuse for
the city’s historic buildings. Last year, JHS
CEO Dr. Alan Bliss argued, unsuccessfully,
for the adaptive reuse of Jacksonville’s Old
Ford Motor Company plant. In an e-mail,
Bliss said JHS “applauds the developers of
the old Independent Life building” for their
plans to adapt and reuse the historic building.

“Preserving historically significant buildings
works best when they serve an economically
sustainable purpose,” he wrote. “After all,
buildings get designed and built in the first
place in order to serve an economic purpose.

Jim Biond, Jewelry Artist, Best in Show 2022
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stands at 233 West Duval Street.

Historic preservation results from the same
calculation. Even though real estate markets
and construction techniques change, old
buildings, when adapted to the 21st century,
continue to generate value for their owners,
their occupants and their neighborhoods.
That’s why the Jacksonville Historical Society
applauds the developers of the old Independent
Life building. The building is a physical
storytelling device about Jacksonville’s many
decades as the ‘Hartford of the South’ — the
regional epicenter of the insurance industry
in the United States.”
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Riverfront activation gets helping hand from Conservancy, nonprofit groups
An update on pocket parks and projects ahead

Downtown Riverfront — a plan “informed by
hundreds of hours of conversation...with
stakeholders from across Jacksonville’s
neighborhoods” to activate and revitalize the
invaluable North- and Southbank real estate
— through both public and private developments
— to create what it believes will be the City’s

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Last August, the Jessie Ball duPont Fund
released the Activation Plan for Jacksonville’s

Holy Week and Easter Mass Schedule
ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH

Holy Thursday, April 6: 7:00 pm
Good Friday Liturgy, April 7: 3:00 PM
Stations of the Gross on Good Friday, April 7: 7:00 PM
Easter Vigil, April 8: 8:30 PM
Easter Sunday, April 9: 6:30 AM, 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 PM

2403 Atlantic Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207

(904) 398-1963
Www.assumptioncatholicchurch.org

“social, cultural and economic spine, bringing
the community together to play, learn, innovate
and celebrate.”

Since then, the riverfront activation has
continued to build momentum as plans for
various developments moved through the
city’s approval and permitting process or
broke ground on actual construction. These
developments include RiversEdge: Life on
the St. Johns, One Riverside Ave and the
Hardwick at Ford on Bay, to name a few.

Additionally, the highly-anticipated Emerald
Trail — the 30-mile urban trail connecting

The Riverfront Parks Conservancy will serve
as stewards of these parks once they come
online, providing support and resources as
needed to maintain them. Part of that stewardship
involves acting as a conduit between the
public and the city, passing along community
feedback, but that is a smaller role for the
organization, explained Riverfront Parks
Conservancy Board Chair Barbara Goodman.

Astime goes on, there will be various things
that the parks will need that the city might
not be able to accomplish,” said Goodman.
“So we would be fundraisers to get funds to

We are looking at how can we activate there and what
are all the various different opportunities, so that is

one place that will receive our focus.’

- Riverfront Parks Conservancy Board Chair Barbara Goodman

15 Jacksonville neighborhoods and linking
to 21 parks, 16 schools and two colleges —
continues to progress. In February, The
Resident reported on the trail’s early phases
of construction taking place in LaVilla while
its “Hogan Street segment between Riverwalk
and FSCJ is in design now with construction
expected to begin in late summer 2023..."

Another vital part of the riverfront activation,
though, is the creation and development of
public green spaces along the river. Achieving
that activation is not something that the city
can accomplish alone, however, and a new
nonprofit hasjoined the numerous organizations
already established to help Jacksonville’s
downtown flourish, with a mission specifically
focused on the downtown riverfront parks.

The Riverfront Parks Conservancy was first
announced in February at Riverfront 2025: A
Look Ahead, a public event hosted by the City
ofJacksonville’s Department of Parks, Recreation
and Community Services and the Downtown
Investment Authority (DIA) in partnership
with in collaboration with the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund, Riverfront Parks Now and Build
Up Downtown detailing the plans in place
for riverfront parks and the organizations that
support them.

help provide something in the parks or to
activate the parks or to help in some other
way — providing volunteers, being there on
the ground. That kind of support to help the
city just in the sustaining of the parks.

Its first area of focus will be the Southbank’s
St. Johns River Park — home to Friendship
Fountain — which is expected to be the first
of the new riverfront parks to come online.

“We are looking at how can we activate
there and what are all the various different
opportunities, so that is one place that will
receive our focus,” Goodman explained. “We
also have received a grant to do family and
youth programming around health and
wellness — no specific location has been
selected for that. We put out an RFQ [Request
for Qualifications] that just closed and we will
be meeting as a board to go through the
applications to hire somebody to assist us
with that effort.”

Several other parks and amenities are either
in design or already under construction along
Jacksonville’s north- and southbanks.

“The destination parks on the riverfront
will be great new places to play and relax, and
they’re also an important part of the master
plan for Downtown revitalization,” wrote DIA

CONTINUED ON PAGES ...
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Still in the infancy stages of design, the Shipyards West Park will provide different areas of focus, from history to community to The ivérsEdge: Lifeon th-e St. Johns development will feature a network of four parks with various trails throughout for

recreation.

CEO Lori Boyer in an e-mail. “The public investment in these
high-quality facilities is a key driver of further private investment
in Downtown. These destination parks will also enhance the
quality of life for Downtown residents and workers, and for
the entire community while providing visitors with new things
to see and do in Jacksonville. We're very pleased to see them
moving forward, and we also thank the many partners involved
in the development of the parks — this was a true community
effort involving both the private and public sectors. The
involvement of the advocates like Riverfront Parks Now and
the recently formed Riverfront Parks Conservancy to assist
with funding, programming and maintenance are key to the
success of this multi-faceted project.”

Other projects discussed at Riverfront 2025 include Artist
Walk, the Music Heritage Garden, Riverfront Plaza, Shipyards
West Park and the Parks at RiversEdge. Below is a brief
summary of each:

the community to enjoy.

ARTIST WALK
Location: Beneath the Fuller Warren Bridge at the park
space between Riverside Avenue and Park Street; connects
to the Emerald Trail
Features: Plaza space for programming/special events;
synthetic turf lawn and areas for food trucks; seating areas;
skate park designed by California Skate Parks; stage area
Commencement Date*: 2023
Completion Date: 2024

According to City of Jacksonville Chief of Natural and
Marine Resources Jill Enz: “These under-the-bridge projects
go a long way in reconnecting neighborhoods. A lot of the
larger freeway projects during the City Beautiful movement
really disconnected neighborhoods and so this is the potential
to reconnect different parts of the neighborhood and really
create interesting spaces that are shaded and that don’t get
rained on.”

APRIL 22-25, 2023

Presented by Joan & Preston Haskell
A VISION FOR ART is a five-day art exhibit showcasing

a carefully curated and diverse group of artists from
the greater Jacksonville area and beyond.

SHOPPING DAYS & TIMES

MUSIC HERITAGE GARDEN
Location: Adjacent to the Jacksonville Center for Performing
Arts
Features: Celebrates Jacksonville’s “rich musical heritage,”
“richly planted,” rebuilt, custom-designed shade structures
on bump-outs.
Commencement Date: 2023
Completion Date: 2024

Enz added, “This garden space and this park space is going
to be dedicated to [artists hailing from Jacksonville] and
interpreting what type of music and different genres of music
that they represent.”

«

CONTINUED ON PAGE6 ...
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Arendering of the skate park that will be a part of the Artist Walk, located beneath the Fuller Warren Bridge between Riverside Avenue and Park  The Music Heritage Garden will celebrate Jacksonville’s rich music history.
Street.

RIVERFRONT PLAZA

Location: Former site of The Landing, adjacent to the Music
Heritage Garden and Main Street Bridge

Features: A large flex lawn in the center, coming from
Laura Street; playground space with one entry/exit point;
cafe area beneath playground space; small splash pad;
beer garden; fountain that can also be a reflecting pool
or play space; rain gardens with boardwalks; open flex
lawn area.

Commencement Date: June 2023

Completion Date: December 2024 (Phase 1)

“This park went through a design competition about a
year ago and this was the design that was selected,” Enz
said. “It was completed and done by Perkins & Will. There
are some design refinements as we went through the
process and those have increased the amount of play
space. The playground has increased in play space and

the lawn has changed slightly different in form, but
holistically the same.”

SHIPYARDS WEST PARK
Location: Between Catherine Street and Hogans Creek,
accessed by East Bay Street
Features:Home to USS Orleck Naval and Jacksonville Fire
museums; food hall; pavilion area; restaurant and dining
terrace; pickle ball and volleyball areas; flex lawn and lawn
games; beach area; chess and bocce ball; grilling and birding
areas.
Commencement Date: Late 2023
Completion Date: 2025

According to Abigail Fiala, landscape architect with Agency
Landscape + Planning, the west side of the park — with the
aforementioned museums — will have a historical emphasis
and the eastern side will focus more on community gathering
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with the remainder of the park “offering moments for flexible
recreation as well as more structured and unique recreation
opportunities.”

“We are still in infancy and looking for feedback,” she
added.

RIVERSEDGE TRAIL & PARK SYSTEM
Location: RiversEdge development
Commencement Date: 2023
Completion Date: June 2024

RiversEdge: Life on the St. Johns, developed by Preston
Hollow Community Capital, LLC will feature four different
public parks, each with different features and amenities
that will create unique experiences for the community

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 ...

Philip
Simonetta
Broker/Owner

IN REAL ESTATE:

GET YOUR REAL ESTATE LICENSE!

Register for our 63-Hour Pre Licensing Course at the
incredible price of $375, and take your pick of either
in-person or Zoom courses. Don't miss out, scan the

code to register today!

Need some extra assistance passing the State Exam?
Join our weekend “Cram Course.” This course is
available to anyone who has passed and received a
certificate for the 63-Hour course no matter what school
they've attended. Live or Zoom courses available.

Scan the code to register today!

Looking for a partnered learning experience? Give us a call to learn more
about our paired partnership course, available for $250 per person.

Are you interested in pursuing a career in real estate?
Join us for our Real Estate Career Day, Saturday, April

22, 2023. All your questions will be answered. One lucky
person will win a FREE 63-Hour Pre Licensing Course!
Scan the code to register today!




APRIL 2023 | RESIDENTNEWS.NET

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS | 7

to enjoy. These parks have yet to be named and
are currently designated based on their locations
within the development.

NORTH WEST RIVERFRONT PARK
Features: digital kiosks; synthetic lawn; leisure
swings; water taxi stop; interactive art piece; gathering
and seating area

“We wanted to ensure this was a relaxing environment
with great views of the river and this is really the
pedestrian entrance in the parks system,” Anna
Walling with Kimley-Horn, the civil engineer for
the RiversEdge development.

CENTRAL RIVERFRONT PARK
Features: plaza areas; walking track; event lawn;
pavilion; central art piece custom-designed for the
park

“This is going to be, as I said, a very unique space,’
Walling said. “It is going to be the centerpiece of
the entertainment district of this development. So
it’s going to be a place where you can connect with
people, it’s going to be a meeting place and it’s also
going to have a world-renowned art piece.”

NORTHEAST PARK

Features: four entrances; enclosed play space with
two different age-based play equipment plus fitness
equipment for adults; synthetic lawn spaces;
interactive play equipment; leisure swings; yoga/
event lawn; misters; flexible open lawn; kayak
stand.

Walling stated, “This is a park that we’ve worked
very closely with the City of Jacksonville Parks
Department and the Downtown Investment Authority
to ensure we were providing a place for play and
activity and creating an environment where you can

MARSH BOARDWALK

Features: 1,400 feet of boardwalk stretching from
the Northeast Park to the Marsh Front Park with
shorter routes leading to a lookout or looping back
to the Marsh Front Park.

MARSH FRONT PARK

Features: medicinal gardens with signage explaining
the medicinal uses for plants in the gardens; synthetic,
flexible lawn spaces; outdoor seating; pollinator
plants

*All commencement/completion dates listed
above provided by the DIA; dates are subject to
change.

At the Riverfront 2025 event, Boyer added, “All
the way from the Fuller Warren Bridge to Metropolitan
Park, the riverwalk is funded and either constructed
or in various stages of design with construction
plans forthcoming. On the Southbank, that entire
loop is either under construction or funded for
construction and has already been designed.”

According to Riverfront 2025, additional riverfront
parks include Gefen Park, McCoys Creek Park, Music
Commons and Metropolitan Park.
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practice health and wellness as much as possible.” The Riverfront Parks Conversancy will first focus on St. Johns Park and Friendship Fountain
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BEACH BOULEVARD | CONTINUED FROM COVER

Beach Boulevard; and new sidewalks, curb, highway
signage, roadway striping and various other safety
improvement.”

Mid-block pedestrian crossings function the same
way crosswalks at a traffic light, providing “a dedicated
safe area for pedestrians to cross the street, utilizing a
signal for vehicle control and street lighting for better
visibility at night. Drivers will get a flashing red light,
indicating they must stop while pedestrians safely cross
the road.”

‘ The accidents are happening
because people are running
the red light, nine out of 10 times. We
will have some cars that are pulling in
front of other cars making a left onto
Walton [Street] but for the most part,
people are running the red on San
Mateo crossing over to Walton and
they're blinded by the overpass.

- Louis Joseph

The new mast-arm signals at San Mateo Avenue and
Beach Boulevard are being installed “to address ongoing
angle and left-turn crashes,” according to an e-mail
from FDOT Community Outreach Specialist Daryl Goss.

In his e-mail, Goss cited several reasons the mast-arm
signals were selected for this project and the specific
location they are being installed, including minimizing
the traffic interruptions during construction. Maintaining
the existing strain pole signals, Goss explained, would
have resulted in necessary right-of-way acquisitions
and the installation of additional poles on all four

SHarby oJewelers

corners of the intersection since diagonal layouts are
prohibited by current FDOT criteria.

Goss added the new mast-arm traffic signals will also
be more wind resistant.

“This is of critical importance to maintaining/restoring
the traffic grid during and after strong weather events,’
he wrote. “It should also be noted that Beach Boulevard
(State Road 212) is a vital transportation artery and a
designated hurricane evacuation route.”

Mudpville Grille, a St. Nicholas staple since the 1990s,
sits at San Mateo Avenue and Beach Boulevard and has
seen its fair share of the car accidents at that intersection.
Owner Louis Joseph remains doubtful the new signals
will help reduce the number of collisions.

“The accidents are happening because people are
running the red light, nine out of 10 times,” he said. “We
will have some cars that are pulling in front of other cars
making a left onto Walton [Street] but for the most part,
people are running the red on San Mateo crossing over
to Walton and they’re blinded by the overpass.”

Goss’s e-mail, however, detailed additional features
of the proposed design to reduce collisions and property
damage and improve safety at that intersection, including:

¢ “moving the southbound stop bar closer to the
intersection for better sight distance;”

¢ “adding nearside, dual signal indications for
northbound/southbound traffic;”

¢ ‘“addingretroreflective backplate borders to the
signals in all directions;” and

¢ ‘“enhanced street lighting at the crosswalks for
the pedestrian safety; and constructing a bulb-
out (extending the sidewalk into the parking
lane to narrow the roadway) at the southeast
corner where the building has been hit from
red-light running”

The cost of the project is estimated at $1 million and

Traffic Control Devices LLC is the project’s contractor.
According to the FDOT website, the projectis expected
to wrap this summer, barring any unforeseen weather
or circumstances.
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Charity Tastes Good for The
Salvation Army

Major Candice Biggers, area commander Jacksonville with Major Timothy Roberts,
St. Johns County, Major Keath Biggers, area commander Jacksonville, Lieutenant
Colonel Melody Davis, divisional women’s ministry leader for the State of Florida and
Lieutenant Colonel Kent Davis, divisional commander for State of Florida.

The Salvation Army Women'’s Auxiliary hosted its 37th Annual
Celebrity Chefs Tasting Luncheon and Silent Auction on March
23 at the Prime Osborn Convention Center. Local celebrities,
media personalities, government officials and business leaders
dished up bites of their favorite recipes, while participants bid
in an eclectic, silent auction filled with artwork, collectibles,
services and getaways. All attendees got to take home a
commemorative cookbook containing the recipes from the
tasting, and all proceeds went to benefit the programs of the
Salvation Army of Northeast Florida.

Chefs featured at the 2023 event were Virginia Anthony, Ron
Autrey, Noble Beckwith, Terrance Freeman, Paige Hakimian,
Joseph Hinrichs, Kawanza Humphrey, Melissa Ross, Rob Storm,
Nicole Thomas and Andrea Williams.

“It’s always an honor for us to collaborate with community
partners and businesses when we work to serve our community’s
needs,” said Major Keath Biggers, Northeast Florida Area
Commander. “We appreciate their support of The Salvation
Army here in Jacksonville. Help at this event helps sustain
program services provided through The Towers Center of Hope.”

Since its inception in 1985, the more than 70 ladies of The
Salvation Army of Northeast Florida Women’s Auxiliary have
provided hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours and raised
more than $2 million for The Salvation Army.

Talk With The Arborist
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JOHN AND DEBRA SMITH" V.
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Planning for a resilient Jacksonville

Comprehensive resiliency strategy for city in the works

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

The City of Jacksonville’s Chief Resilience
Officer (CRO) Anne Coglianese hosted a
series of public meetings in February to
allow residents and stakeholders to learn
more about Jacksonville’s Comprehensive
Resilience Strategy.

Cityresiliency, the presentation explained,
“is the ability of city systems to adapt and
thrive in the face of acute shocks (sudden,
extreme events that threaten a community)
and chronic stresses (long-term pressures
that weaken the fabric of a community over
time).”

According to the presentation, examples
of acute shocks include events involving
intense weather phenomena (hurricanes,
tropical cyclones and other storms), extreme
rainfall, winds or temperatures, energy
insecurity, infectious diseases, cyber attacks
and hazardous materials incidents whereas
chronic stress would include more recurring
or extended, long-term factors like rising
sea levels, coastal erosion, drought, aging
infrastructure, and poverty — to name a
few.

While Jacksonville has faced “its share of
challenges in its 200-year history,” the
presentation stated, it will continue to “face
new and increasing challenges in its future;
particularly those brought on by climate

change...Jacksonville is a city that is constantly
evolving and poised to adapt again to meet
future challenges.”

To meet these future challenges, the city
is preparing a resilience strategy that will
take “a comprehensive approach to preparing
for and adapting to the shocks and stresses
[Jacksonville] may face...”

This resilience strategy plans for a 30-50
year vision “for a resilient Jacksonville” The
presentation broke down the strategy into
the following components:

e Objectives: “Capturing the social,
environmental and economic aspects
of resilience;”

e Risks and vulnerabilities: “Science
and data on threats facing the city;”

e Actions: “Prioritized built projects,
programs and changes to policies
and operations;” and

¢ Implementation: “lead and partners,
timeframe, funding.”

During its assessment of risks and
vulnerabilities, the City will “analyze data
on where and how much shocks and stresses
threaten this vision [for Jacksonville], and
who and what is most vulnerable.”

“Key stakeholders inside and outside city
government will support the development
of resilience opportunities, which will be
evaluated and prioritized based on how
they measurably address risks and achieve
our objectives,” stated the presentation.
“The final resilience strategy will include a
set ofimplementable actions for achieving

FEEDING

NORTHEAST FLORIDA
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GO PM

Strings Sports Brewery

1850 N. Main St.

Jacksonville’s vision for resilience despite
the risks we face.”

As a city comprised 35% by water and
wetlands, flooding remains a major factor
for Jacksonville and its neighborhoods and,
as the presentation stated, that risk of
flooding will only increase in the coming
years.

“Jacksonville will experience more inland
flooding due to more intense rainfall events
(precipitation) and the associated stormwater
runoff [and]...more coastal flooding due to
sea level rise and from stronger coastal
storms.”

A graphic on its website — resilientjack-
sonville.com —depicted where and how
different types of flooding (rain-induced,
riverine, compound and coastal) can impact
different areas of Jacksonville.

Coglianese declined the request for an
interview, however a public affairs
representative for the city confirmed via
e-mail that Jacksonville’s comprehensive
resilience strategy is expected to be completed
by the summer.

Coglianese is the first person to hold this
position for Jacksonville and was confirmed
by Mayor Lenny Curry in September 2021.

Chiefresilience officers first appeared on
the world stage through the Rockefeller
Foundation’s “100 Resilient Cities” initiative
in 2013. The initiative was meant to “help
more cities build resilience to the physical,
social, and economic challenges that are a
growing part of the 21st century.”

Oneday,
UNF part
WAYS

The OneJax Institute Board has
voted unanimously to dissolve its
affiliation with the University of
North Florida (UNF), seeking
instead to re-activate its independent
501(c)3 nonprofit status.

“OneJax is proud to have been a
part of the UNF community and
appreciates the mutually beneficial
relationship we have enjoyed with
the university these past 11 years,”
said Kyle Reese, OneJax executive
director. “The current political
climate in our state is impacting
every state university, and we do
notwant the core mission and vision
of our 53-year-old organization to
be restrained or restricted,” Reese
said.

UNF President Moez Limayem
said it’s been his experience that
affiliations and collaborations like
the one between UNF and OneJax
change and shift over time. Both
parties will be working together to
develop a transition plan.

“[The board’s decision] is not an
unusual occurrence,” Limayem
said. “We part as friends, and I wish
OneJaxwell as it continues to pursue
its work in the greater Jacksonville
community.”
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Bisnow hosts “Jacksonville State of the Market”

Expert panelists discuss factors in Facksonville’s commercial real estate

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

A panel of commercial real estate experts
spoke on several industry topics at the
Jacksonville State of the Market event on
Wednesday, March 15.

The eventwas hosted by Bisnow, a worldwide
business-to-business platform for the

commercial real estate industry, and held at
The River Club in downtown Jacksonville.
Downtown Investment Authority CEO Lori
Boyer made the opening remarks, during
which she discussed the momentum and
growth building in the downtown area, both
inresidential and commercial opportunities.
“Florida remains ones of the fastest growing
states in the country — for a variety of reasons
— and Jacksonville is one of the fastest
growing cities in the state of Florida,” she
said. “That factor alone has major impact
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Moderator Joseph Loretta

; 4
led panelists Mik

e Balanky, Katherine Mosley, Matt Marshall, Adom Moorhead, Melissa Spaeth

i

Banko and Aaron Bowman in a discussion about the growing landscape of Jacksonville commercial real estate at the
Jacksonville State of the Market event at The River Club on Wednesday, March 15.

on the investment opportunities, development
opportunities, business growth, etc. within
the city.”

With 7,500 residents currently living in the
downtown area, Boyer said downtown is on
track to clear 10,000 residents within three
years, at which point, downtown will begin
to generate “self-sustaining momentum” in
terms of retail.

Despite the fact that businesses are reducing
the amount of space they use following the
pandemic with more people working remotely,
Boyer said, the level of activity on the streets
has returned to 2019, pre-pandemic levels.

“That’s a positive data point for us in terms
of downtown overall,” she said.

The expert panel was comprised of Chase
Properties President and CEO Mike Balanky,
Founder and Principal of Banko Design
Melissa Spaeth Banko, JAXUSA Senior Vice
President Aaron Bowman, Tribridge Residential
Principal Katherine Mosley, RISE: A Real
Estate Company Senior Vice President of
Development Matt Marshall, EXP Commercial
Broker Associate Adam Moorhead with Halff
Associates Operations Manager Joseph Loretta
moderating.

The panel fielded questions from Loretta,
ranging from how the region is changing
because of development and projects currently
underway in Jacksonville to what has changed
Jacksonville in terms of demand and job
growth.

“Financially, [the City is] extremely healthy
and extremely strong right now,” said
Bowman, who also currently represents
District 3 on the city council. “Our growth,
our property values, our investment in the
city is making everything...all the plans are
aligning very well on us financially being
able to do what we wanna do.”

The “big thing” Bowman said, echoing
Boyer, is the migration of new residents coming
to Jacksonville. He stated Jacksonville’s
population is growing by 75 people a day —
mainly young people “that want to start a
family, that want to have a quality of life”

“What does that bring — that brings the
need for housing, for product, for supplies,
for schools and that is not gonna change,” he
added.

Mosley expanded on that, adding that the
COVID-19 pandemic “lefta permanent change
in Jacksonville.”

With full-time remote working or hybrid
schedules becoming a more regular arrangement
for many businesses, people are expanding
their radius when it comes to finding a home
and branching out beyond the areas near
their places of business.

“Pre-COVID, people were really tied to
living where their office was around the
country,” she said. “Obviously COVID opened
that up...People moving to Florida, moving
to Jacksonville, so we’ve seen that at our
properties...I'm amazed at where people are
moving from, it’s all over the country.

Mosley also cited what she saw as a shiftin
density from Jacksonville’s southside market
— “10years ago, that’s where you wanted to
be” — to the downtown area as activation
continues in that area as well as the riverfront,
with all the amenities either currently under
construction or planned to come online in
the next few years.

“I'think seeing some of the changes — the
riverwalk, the activation, the smart infrastructure
— hasreally kind of set the framework to have
the lifestyle that people are looking for in
downtown,” she said. “..We really see people
making a choice now where they wanna live
notbased on proximity to their office but the
lifestyle, the personality of the neighborhood.”

Balanky spoke of the evolving downtown
landscape and the momentum generated by
both the increasing migration of new residents
and the major developments planned or
already under construction, adding that once
all these new developments come online “..
we will finally achieve the critical mass that
we’ve been missing for decades downtown.”

Among other topics, the panelists also
touched on howincreasing costs in development
and construction costs are being handled.

“We're grinding through it is probably how
Iwould describe it,” said Mosley.

Marshall said he didn’t see prices coming
down, rather he expects them to continue to
increase a bit, mainly because of rising labor
costs.

“Labor is a bigissue because of inflationary
factors — groceries, etc. that we’re all faced
with — well, everybody that works on these
construction sites are faced with the same
thing so labor is actually increasing,” he said.

Bisnow will return to Jacksonville later this
year in August for another event discussing
construction and development.
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Residential
Roundup for the
Southbank

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
Resident Community News

Recent years has seen the landscape of San Marco undergo
extensive change as it continues to grow as a desirable
destination, both for businesses and residents. Developments
continue to flourish in the historic community and it’s not
an unfamiliar sight to see ongoing construction at various
locations throughout the neighborhood.

The Resident has reported on the progress of several
residential developments over the years. As San Marco and
the Southbank continue to welcome new residents to its
community, The Resident has compiled a list of said
developments, including those completed in recent years,
those currently under construction and expected to begin
leasing shortly and those still in early stages of construction*:

*The following information was compiled from the
developments’ websites. Because pricing and availability
change daily and the websites are updated to reflect the most
up-to-date rates, The Resident only compiled unit types and
square footage in the list please. For details regarding pricing,
please contact the developments directly.

Looking down Bertha Street at The Exchange (on the left) and The Barlow (on the right).

OPEN NOW:
THE BARLOW

Location: 1900 Olevia Street
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 296
Unit Types:

¢ 1B/1BA (four layouts), 632 to 843 sq. ft.

e 2B/2BA (two layouts) 1,156 to 1,166 sq. ft.

¢ 3B/3BA (one layout) 1,450 sq. ft.
Pet Policy: Maximum of two pets per units (no exotic animals)
with breed restrictions; $15/month pet rent with nonrefundable
pet deposit of $300 for the first pet and $200 any additional
animal.
Parking: Unassigned garage parking with the option to reserve
assigned parking a monthly fee.
www.barlowaptsjacksonville.com
Occupcany: 92% (as of the week of March 13)

Atree-lined street shot of Prudential Drive’s Broadstone River House.

BROADSTONE RIVER HOUSE
Location: 1655 Prudential Drive
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 263
Unit Types:
¢ Studio (two layouts), 632 to 634 sq.ft.

e 1B/1BA (four layouts), 651 to 761 sq.ft.

e 2B/1BA and 2B/2BA (four layouts), 909 to 1,149 sq.ft.

e 3B/2BAand 3B/3BA (two layouts) 1,383 to 1,592 sq_.ft.
Pet Policy: Maximum of two pets per unit (cats and dogs;
weight limit per pet: 75 Ibs) with breed restrictions; $20
minimum monthly pet rent with $350 to $700 nonrefundable
pet fee
broadstoneriverhouse.com
Unit Types:92.5% (as of the week of March 6)

THE EXCHANGE
Location: 1810 Bertha Street
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 196
Unit Types:
e 1B/1BA (four layouts), 632 to 843 sq.ft.
e 2B/2BA (two layouts), 1,156 to 1,166
e 2B/2BA Loft (one layout), 1,522 sq.ft.
Pet Policy: Maximum of two pets per unit (no exotic pets
allowed) with breed restrictions; $15/month/pet pet rent with
nonrefundable pet deposit of $300 for first pet and $200 each
additional pet.
www.theexchangejacksonville.com
Unit Types:90.82% (as of the week of March 13)

e

The future site of the Lofts at San Marco East, situated along Philips Highway at
St. Augustine Road, expected to come online in Summer 2024.

THE LOFTS SAN MARCO
Location: 1450 Flagler Avenue
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 38
Unit Types:
o Loft Style 1/1BA, 474 to 922 sq.ft.
o Loft Style 2/2BA, 1,100 to 1,404 sq.ft.
¢ Loft Style 2 (two-story)/1BA, 841 to 878 sq.ft.
e Two-story Townhome with balcony, 1,775 sq.ft.
theloftssanmarco.com

- R 3 443
A ground-floor view of the riverfront Southerly at Southbank, located on
Prudential Drive.

THE SOUTHERLY AT SOUTHBANK
Location: 959 Prudential Drive
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 185
Unit Types:
¢ Studio (seven layouts), 404 to 645 sq.ft.
e 1B/1BA (nine layouts), 671 to 844 sq.ft.
e 2B/1BA and 2B/2BA (10 layouts), 860 to 1,178 sq.ft.
e 3B/2BA (one layout), 1,714 sq.ft.
Pet Policy: Maximum of two pets per unit (no exotic pets
allowed) with breed restrictions; $15/month/pet pet rent with
nonrefundable deposit of $300 for the first pet and $200 for
each additional animal
www.thesoutherlysouthbank.com

EASTBOROUGH SAN MARCO
Location: 1906 Promenade Way
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 226
Unit Types:

¢ 1B/1BA (nine layouts), 632 to 958 sq.ft.

e 2B/2BA (six layouts), 1,097 to 1,293 sq.ft.

¢ 3B/3BA (one layout), 1,473 sq.ft.
Pet Policy: Maximum of two pets per unit (no exotic pets
allowed) with breed restrictions; $15/month/pet pet rent with
nonrefundable pet deposit of $300 for first pet and $200 each
additional pet.
www.eastboroughjax.com
Occupancy: 4% (as of March 22; development opened this
past January)

OPEN SOON:

THE HENDRICKS
Location: 1520 Alford Place
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 133
Unit Types:

¢  Studio (one layout), 614 sq.ft.

e 1B/1BA (five layouts), 602 to 869 sq.ft.

e  2B/2BA (two layouts), 995 to 1,057 sq.ft.
Pet Policy: “All pets are required to complete our Pet Screening
profile which requires vaccination records, medical records,
etc. We do not have any breed restrictions currently at The
Hendricks.”
www.thehendricksapartments.com
Special Note: The Hendricks is slated to open this summer.
According to its website, prospective residents are able to
submit applications or visit the leasing office located at 2016
Hendricks Avenue) for more information.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION:

LOFTS AT SAN MARCO EAST
Location: 3036 Philips Highway
Lease or Own: Lease
Units:172
Unit Types:
¢ Studio (one layout), 476 sq.ft.
¢ 1B/1BA (one layout), 666 sq.ft.
e 2B/2BA (one layout), 948 sq.ft.
¢ 3B/2BA (one layout). 1,183 sq.ft.
www.loftsatsanmarcoeast.com
Estimated completion date: Summer 2024

Aview of the Station at San Marco from Hendricks Avenue. The new development
is expected to begin pre-leasing later this year.

THE STATION AT SAN MARCO
Location: 1230 Hendricks Avenue
Lease or Own: Lease
Number of Units: 345
Unit Types:
e Studio, 577 sq.ft.
e 1B/1BA, 731 to 862 sq.ft.
e 2B, 962to 1,414 sq.ft.
Estimated completion date: Late 2023 (with pre-leasing
expected to begin third quarter of 2023)

TERRACES AT SAN MARCO
Location: 1609 Bridgeton Drive
Lease or Own: Own
Number of Units: 27
Unit Types (Townhomes starting in the upper $600,000s):
o The Atlantic — two to four bedrooms, 3.5BA, 2,085+
sq.ft., four stories, two-car garage
e TheElder — two to four bedrooms, 3.5BA, 1,844+ sq.1t.,
four stories, two-car garage
Estimated completion date: Spring 2003
www.tollbrothers.com (search Jacksonville, FL to find
development)
For more information about the townhomes, interested
parties are encouraged to register for the VIP List.
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City approves right-of-way funding for Lasalle Street pump station

The San Marco community is one step closer to seeing
progress on the long-awaited pump station on Lasalle
Street.

In February, the Jacksonville City Council unanimously
approved the appropriation of $900,000 for the right-of-way
acquisition of a residential property at 936 Lasalle Street in
order to begin construction of the Lasalle Street pump station,
a project that has been in discussion and in the works for
several years now.

The property in question, sitting on 0.12 acres, is a duplex
the City appraised at $480,000, as explained in the amended
bill summary.

At the February 28 City Council meeting, Council Member
At-Large Matt Carlucci countered concerns regarding the
property’s sticker price by arguing this acquisition will, by
merit of the pump station replacing it, save money for the
City of Jacksonville in the long run.

“When this area overflows and floods from water, then what
you have is potholes, you have cracked asphalt, you have
sidewalks that have to be replaced,” he said. This is millions
of dollars of infrastructure work that needs to be done. So by
putting this pump station in place, it will save literally millions
of dollars of infrastructure work.”

“I don’t want the price tag to overlook the importance of
what this will do, the remedy it will provide and the money
it will save in infrastructure repair,” he added in closing.

“It’s great to be able to finally see this project come to
fruition,” said District 5 City Council Member LeAnna
Cumber later in a telephone interview. “It’s really going to
make an enormous difference in the flooding in the San
Marco area during big storms and even some smaller ones.”

Compared to the existing pipes, which rely solely on gravity
to redirect flood water out to the St. Johns River, the pump
station will actively pump water back to the river. There are
currently two other pump stations in the San Marco
neighborhood.

Cumber explained this new pump station will provide
drainage for Lasalle Street and “the whole area of San Marco
Boulevard,” which suffered extensive flooding from Hurricane
Irmain 2017.

“Irma obviously was an incredibly unique and tragic storm,
but then on the commercial side the area that was hit the
most was that stretch of San Marco Boulevard and a lot of
those businesses have had a hard time coming back and that
stretch has kind of struggled in the last few years,” Cumber
said. “It will certainly help and the businesses can know that

the station’s there to be able to pump out the water again in
the Irma-type flooding when you have the river crest over but
also in the storms we get here in Florida where you just have
this massive amount of rain dumped in a very short period
of time.”

In the coming months, residents can expect to see workers
begin to prepare the pump station site, which will include
demolition of the duplex.

Cumber said she expects the site to be ready for construction
by June. The project as a whole is looking at an end date in
2025, from the construction of the pump station and its
facilities to upgrading the piping and the outfall pipe.

“This is a relatively complicated project because we’re part
of the old city and we have a lot of the old pipes. You kind of
peel the top layer of San Marco off and there’s a lot going on
underneath..” she said. “Once you kind of peel that back,
you have to make sure you're connecting all the right pieces
and what we do there doesn’t have an unintended consequence
down the road”

Permitting for the project can begin once the sale of the
duplex has closed and the City holds the title. While the
demolition contractor is yet to be determined, the design
build firm selected for the pump station is Haskell.

North Florida real estate up in February

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES IN NORTHEAST FLORIDA

COUNTY MEDIAN PRICE MEDIAN DAYS ON MARKET INVENTORY
Duval $315,000 49 Up4.3%
Cloy $349.995 66 Down 0.3%
St.Johns  $510,000 48 Up1.9%
Putnam $200,000 62 No change
Nassau §366,000 44 Down3.7%
Baker $285495 99 Down10.4%

Home sales in Northeast Florida increased in February, which
is traditionally rare at this time of the year. The combined
number of single-family homes, condos and townhouses that
closed in the region rose almost 26% from January to February,
demonstrating that the housing market within the six-county
area is alive and well, despite low inventory and higher prices.

“Love was in the air for real estate this February,” said Diana
Galavis, 2023 president of the Northeast Florida Association
of REALTORS". “Closed sales were up...this is a reflection that
buyers are comfortable with the fluctuating market and were
ready to make a move.”

With an active inventory of 4,811 in February, the number
of single-family homes in the region showed a 174% increase

JACKSONVILLE
CAN CHANGE AND THRIVE WITH

DONNA DEEGAN

from a year ago. The median sales price for single-family
homes throughout the region remained at $360,000, the same
as the month before, while the median price per square foot
of homes slightly decreased to $196. This is a sign that a
different product mix may be selling in the market as larger
homes sell for more money, but often at alower dollar amount
per square foot.

As the median sales price of single-family homes stabilized,
so did the Home Affordability Index for single-family residences
in the six-county region. In February, the index again registered
at76. A higher number means greater affordability. An index
value of 100 means that the average family has exactly enough
income to qualify for a mortgage.
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George Saoud joins DIA Board of Directors

Lawyer, real estate entrepreneur and small
business owner George Saoud is the newest
appointment to Jacksonville’s Downtown
Investment Authority (DIA) Board of Directors.

Appointed by Mayor Lenny Curry, Saoud is
set to replace Todd Froats. Saoud’s first full term
will expire June 30, 2026. He has served as the
in-house legal counsel for Fidelity National
Financial for 13 years, where he is currently state
underwriting counsel and vice president. He
owns and manages The George Management
Company and is the creator of The Lark, “an

upscale urban loft that displays and promotes
fine art by local and regional artists.” George Saoud

"As a Jacksonville native, Downtown has always
held a special place in my heart. From childhood memories exploring with my
father to now as a new father, I'm excited to play a role in shaping its future. The
momentum building in Downtown over the past few years is truly inspiring, and
I'm honored to contribute to that progress through my appointment to the Downtown
Investment Authority,” Saoud said in a March press release announcing his
appointment. “Ilook forward to working with fellow community members to create
a vibrant and thriving Downtown for generations to come."

The DIA’s nine-person board of directors consists of members who “serve as
leaders in their respective fields, including real estate, finance and Downtown
business ownership” and “guide the DIA’s projects and initiatives on an unpaid,
volunteer basis.” Of those nine, five are mayoral appointments; the city council
president appoints the remaining four. All are then confirmed by the city council.

“On behalf of the DIA Board, staff, collaborators and the constituents we serve,
Iam honored to welcome George as the newest member of our Board of Directors,”
said DIA Board Chair Carol Worsham in the release. “George brings a unique
combination of real estate, legal, financial and Downtown business ownership
expertise to the board. We welcome his talent, perspective, time, and mostimportantly,
eagerness to serve Jacksonville.”

That’s How the Cookie Crumbls

Crumbl Cookies marked the opening of a newlocation at 2039 Hendricks Avenue, Suite 214,
with a ceremonial ribbon-cutting on Thursday, March 16. The location officially opened to
the public March 17. Locally-owned and -operated by Steve Seegmiller, Chase Zollinger and
Branson Hadfield, the store will provide more than 50 career opportunities to Jacksonville
locals.

The store features more than 275 weekly rotating flavors, including favorites like Milk
Chocolate Chip, Cornbread, Cookies & Cream, S'mores, Key Lime Pie, Peppermint Bark,
Caramel Popcorn, Buttermilk Pancake and Galaxy Brownie. Local residents can enjoy the
cookies in-person, or through delivery, curbside pickup or catering. They can also be shipped
nationwide.

“Istarted to recognize that I wanted to be a part of a company that places value in creating
memories with family, which led to us opening our first store,” said Seegmiller. “Deciding
to open in San Marco was an easy decision! We love the engaging and friendly people, and
couldn’t be happier to be a part of this amazing community. As local business owners, we
are looking forward to sharing delicious cookies with our neighbors.”

The store will be open weekdays 8 a.m.-10 p.m., 8 a.m.-midnight Fridays and Saturdays,
and closed on Sundays.

“Edwards @ Ragatz, pa.
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Record-Setting Results.
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Supporting the Sanctuary

Four new members join board of Sanctuary on 8th Street

Stephanie Day Lara Leinenweber Dwarakesh Ravichandran Rhianna Scyster
The Sanctuary on 8th Street has recently added four new members to its board of directors:
Stephanie Day, Lara Leinenweber, Dwarakesh Ravichandran and Rhianna Scyster.

Day has been in Jacksonville for more than 20 years and works at Episcopal School of
Jacksonville’s Institutional Advancement office. She believes deeply in the mission of the
organization and is eager to join the board and continue its work. Leinenweber, a graduate
of University of North Florida, grew up in Atlantic Beach. Her community involvement prior
to joining the board includes being a mentor for Take Stock in Children as well as a tutor
with Habitat for Humanity’s after school program.

Ravichandran is a project delivery manager with Ernst & Young, and values increasing
the availability of digital resources and knowledge to underserved children. He hopes to
be able to leverage and share his company’s resources to bridge the digital divide with
Sanctuary students. Scyster is a fervent advocate for equitable practices and policies in K-12
education. She is dedicated to improving her community through justice work, policy
development and servant leadership.
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New signage under construction for The
Bolles School’s San Jose campus

il [

Arendering of the new tower under construction at The Bolles School’s San Jose Campus

Drivers traveling along San Jose Boulevard will soon see new signage for The Bolles
School’s San Jose campus in the form of a new tower with a digital sign echoing
the architecture of the campus and its neighborhood.

Construction on the new tower began in January and is expected to wrap up in
May, according to The Bolles School Senior Director of Communications and
Marketing Jan Olson. It is replacing a billboard that was struck down by a vehicle.
In an e-mail, Olson explained it has taken the school nearly two years to move
through “sign ordinances, zoning and other steps.”

“We are excited that this new digital signage will face both north and south on
San Jose to assist us in promoting school activities and events, summer camps,
admission season and other things school related we need to promote to the public,’
Olson wrote.

The base of the tower will also provide storage for the campus’s track and field
equipment.

Luke Architecture, P.A. is the architect on the project; the Mayan Group, LLC is
the contractor.
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The Florida Real Estate School by Pier
21Realty, LLC Hosts Grand Opening

Aiden and Phil Simonetta

Broker-Owner Philip Simonetta and his Realtor son, Aiden Simonetta,
have opened the doors of their new company, The Florida Real
Estate School by Pier 21 Realty, LLC. On March 11, they welcomed
more than two dozen guests to tour the office and classroom spaces
at the Cassat Avenue headquarters. One attendee of note was
Escrow, the black cat who serves as Pier 21’s resident mascot.

The grand opening eventincluded a full Italian spread of baked
ziti, which Phil cooked himself; an array of salads; and sweet
desserts to balance out the taste buds. To close the celebration,
Phil gave a Real Estate Career Day presentation to visitors interested
in joining the profession.

The Simonettas’ unique firm operates as both a real estate
brokerage and a licensed real estate school, authorized by the
Florida Real Estate Commission (FREC) to provide a comprehensive
suite of licensing courses. In addition, Phil will be organizing
weekend workshops as part of a mentorship program. “Through
my travels of all the years being involved with real estate in one
form or another, I decided that with all my experience, it’s time to
give back,” Phil said.

This Jacksonville office is the first of four that the father-son
duo have planned. Though in operation only a short while, the
company has already gotten more than 300 likes and followers
on Facebook.

Library Scores With
Sﬁorts Exhibit

The Bill Brinton Murray Hill
Library at 918 Edgewood Avenue
South has unveiled a new sports
photography exhibit by Nancy
DeLander Beecher. The exhibit
featureslocal professional, college
and amateur sports including
hockey, football and baseball.

Beecher is a resident of
Riverside, studied photography
atthe University of North Florida
and is a member of the Friends
of the Bill Brinton Murray Hill
Library Board. Her extensive
work in sports, nature, events, journalism and advertising
photography has appeared in print publications, exhibits
and online over the past 25 years.

Nancy DeLander Beecher

Frontz Joins Berkshire Hathaway

Ross Frontz has joined Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices Florida
Network Realty atits Metropolitan
office, with locations in Avondale
and San Marco. Frontz attended
Jacksonville University and has
lived in Northeast Florida for
the past 34 years, which gives
him vast knowledge of the area's
various neighborhoods.

“We are so glad to have Ross
join our family, and we know
that he will flourish at Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices,” said Josh Cohen, broker/manager
of the Metropolitan office.

Ross Frontz
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; ; Dordel Named Top Cookie at
Harbinger Signs Turns 60 o

Wendy Dordel has been named
new CEO for Girl Scouts of
Gateway Council (GSGC). She
will provide leadership to girls
and staff across 35 counties in
North Florida.

“The committee wasimpressed
with her dedication to connecting
people to the right work, through
coaching and education, as well
as her commitment to being a
transparentand authenticleader

Steve Williams

Harbinger Sign celebrated is 60th anniversary on April 1 with an on-site event that included a new exhibition Wendy Dordel said April Harrell-Devine, GSGC
opening at the Florida Mining Gallery — Harbinger Sign’s on-site art gallery — as well as live music, food and board chair. “She has a proven
drinks. This exhibition will be the last for the gallery, as the owners’ focus is on the company’s future expansion. record of engaging volunteers and driving membership success.”
Avondale resident Steve Williams, who has helmed the company since 2019, envisions the next chapter of With more than 20 years of Girl Scout executive experience
expansion as one that drives new markets while leveraging technology advancements to better serve their clients. under her belt, Dordel has previously served as vice president
“In many ways, we have the entrepreneurial spirit of a startup,” said Williams. the company’s CEO. “Adaptability of Council Consulting at Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA), oversaw
and versatility have always been hallmarks of our resilience and success over our six decades of operation, and the Girl Scouts Overseas division, and was key in launching the
today we are in a growth mode, expanding into new markets and offering new solutions to support client brand membership and operations team at GSUSA.
activations.” “Girl Scouts has provided me with life-long friends, mentors
In recent years, Harbinger Sign has expanded throughout the Southeast, and now has offices in Atlanta, Dallas, and opportunities. I am delighted to join the amazing staff and
Birmingham, Nashville and the Tampa Bay area, as well as their its headquarters here in Jacksonville. It operates volunteers of Girl Scouts of Gateway Council in delivering the
as a full-service sign company that offers painting and facade refurbishment, and will soon phase in architectural same lasting impact experience to the girls of North Florida,”
lighting. said Dordel.

Northeast Florida'Plumbing Experts for over 25 Years
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TouchtonPlumbing.com | (904) 389-9299 | 416 Ryan Avé., Jacksonville
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Give your
home the
p rOte Ctl O n Solo Piano Concert:

i t d e s e rve s : Friday, April 21, 7:00 pm

Pianist Sean Kennard In Concert

“... powerful music-making, a strong, luminous pianist”
-Washington Post

Masterclass for
Young Pianists:

Saturday, April 22,

Your home is where 10-11:30 am

you make some of your

best memories, and www.seankennard.com

that's worth protecting.

'm here to help. BOTH EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY.

LET'S TALK TODAY. 4171 HENDRICKS AVENUE 32207

904-737-8488 | ALLSAINTSJAX.ORG

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc
Matt Carlucci, Agent
3707 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207

Toll Free: 888-339-5544 Cell: 904-703-0999 A

. ThePaintingCraftsmen

1708136 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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Bolles Website Wins MUSE Award

Seppo Parvrsn Facuiny]
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Screenshot of Bolles’ award-winning site

The Bolles School’s website, Bolles.org, was honored as a Silver
Winner in the Website — Schools/Universities category of the 2023
MUSE Creative Awards, an international competition for creative
professionals who inspire others to greater heights. The redesigned
Bolles.orglaunched in early November 2022 with a fresh, newlook
with streamlined navigation, visual upgrades and powerful video
testimonials to reflect the school’s commitment to excellence and
vision for the future.

The MUSE Award notes that “The Bolles School website offers
prospective families an immersive glimpse into the school’s unique
educational offerings and vibrant, welcoming community. This
has been achieved through a progressive modern design that
delivers impactful messaging using distinctive layouts, bold
typography, impactful photography and expressive movement to
bring the school’s unique story to life online. The website also
functions as an entry point for current families, staff and alumni
to access their internal communication portals.”

Bolles was among The Loomis Chaffee School, Benedictine
University and The New School as award winners in the Website
— School/Universities category.

‘Fellowship,
healing and
hope’

Angels for Allison hosts
memorial service for
Angel Families

The Allison Brundick Haramis Foundation
— also known as Angels for Allison — hosted
its annual memorial service for Angel
Families on Saturday, Feb. 25 for a morning
of “fellowship, healing and hope for the
families of have lost a child.”

The event was held in partnership with
the Jacksonville Public Library and at the
mainlibrary branch in downtown Jacksonville,
at the branch’s outdoor Betsy Lovett
Courtyard.

More than 100 guests attended, including
volunteers, board members and friends
and families who have lost a child — known
by the nonprofit organization as Angel
Families. The name of each child was read
aloud during the service and Angels for
Allison Board President Drew Haramis
— Allison’s mother — and Kimmy Clark,
mother to Chanzc, “poignantly addressed
the families about their personal experiences.”

Live music was provided by the Darren
Ronan Schoo of Music and student artists
unveiled an art installation “of 12 angels
to honor the angel children,” which remained
on display at the library for the month of
March.

o T oalVeN
Angel moms Kimmy, Andrea and Megan

The Berini angel family

HUGO’S

INTERIORS

CROSBY DESIGNS

O loith Flonidu’s Langest Selection of Fino GFuwishings & Clccessaties

3139 Phillips Hwy North | Jacksonville | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com € (©) @
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Celebrating
San Jose

Annual San Fose
Episcopal Day
School gala
raises $94K

San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS) held its
annual gala fundraiser on Saturday, March 18.
Themed “Celebrate San Jose,” the event was attended
by 150 guests and raised more than $94,000 in
support for the school’s ongoing educational
programs and initiatives. The gala featured live
and silent auctions, a paddle-raiser fundraiser,
and live music from Paradigm Party Band.

“The Celebrate San Jose Gala Fundraiser was
not only a wonderful opportunity to support the
school's mission, but also a chance to bring together
the community in a fun and engaging way,” said
Brian Pargman, director of development for SJEDS.
“It is clear that everyone who attended had a
fantastic time, and the success of the event is a
testament to the dedication and hard work of all
involved.

Among those involved behind the scenes were
parent volunteers Shelby Bennett, Forrest Holland
and Courtney Stoner, who worked tirelessly to
decorate the rooms and make the gala a success
for the parents, teachers, trustees and friends in
attendance.
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David and Kate Medill

Michelle and Brian Pargman

“TINA FEY'S
MEAN GIRLS
IS A MARVEL:

AZZLING AND
D HILARIOUS!"

—_—

APRIL 25 - 30

JACKSONVILLE
CENTER FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

fscjartistseries.org

Star
BROADWAY IN JACKSONVILLE
presented by FSC]' HRTIST SEF“ES

LUNCH & LEARN

Demystifying Over-The-Counter (OTC)
vs Prescription Hearing Aids

Learn the signs and causes of hearing loss.

RSVP by Friday, April 21st at 904-399-0350. The event is Wednesday,
April 26th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm. Free event with lunch included.
Presented by J. Douglas Green, MD, FACS, Elizabeth Selle, Au.D.,

CCC-A and Rebecca Burden, Au.D

“My world has changed. | can
hear my phone, the TV, and
have a real conversation.”

- Bruce E., Queens Harbour {

J. Douglas Green, MD, FACS
Otology, Neurotology, Audiology
904.399.0350 « JHBI.org

10475 Centurion Parkway N, Ste 303
Jacksonville, FL 32256

Jacksonville Hearing
M| & Balance Institute
At Center One

A Division of North Florida Surgeons

As the region’s largest medical-based, comprehensive hearing center JHBI offers advanced hearing and balance
evaluations and treatment (medical and surgical) for diseases of the ear and related structures. Its Hearing
Center offers patients industry-leading cochlear implants, hearing aids, bone-anchored hearing devices, and
assisted listening devices.

Dr. Sloane Castleman, Annie Albright, Sean Way and Kim Way

Celebrate Enster
at the Cathedral

Easter Services
Sunday, April 9
6a.m.,,9a.m.and 11:15a.m.
Cathedral Choir sings at all services.
Cathedral Brass at 9 and 11:15 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt
Cathedral Park
10 a.m.

APRIL 2023
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SAINT JOHNS

CATHEDRAL

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF FLORIDA

256 EAST CHURCH STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

(904) 356-5507 * JaxCathedral.org
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Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
GETS RESULIS.

The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic was established in 1974 and has handled more than
10,000 personal injury and wrongful death cases, recovering more than $1.5 hillion
for our clients. From the beginning, outstanding service was the signature of our
firm and remains so today. Our 16 attorneys have amassed more than 550 years of
combined legal experience and zealously represent clients in their time of need.

Some of the firm’s practice areas include car, & NG & ' We are especially proud that our
motorcycle, and truck crashes, medical & L4 3 ~ lawsuits have initiated product recalls
malpractice, as well as litigation concerning  § : and federal safety changes were made
dangerous consumer products and unsafe \ ' "' including strength requirements for
motor vehicles. (e s®’ SUV roofs.

(904) 358.8881 | WWW.PAJCIC.COM Tor 10

= PLAINTIFFS - TIER 1

JACKSONVILLE ONE INDEPENDENT DRlVE’ SUITE 1900 I JACKSONV"—LE’ FL 32202 JURY VERDICTS

2023 . 2021
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YMCA GATHERS
LEADERS, PATRONS AND
HONORS DIFFERENCE-
MAKERS

The YMCA of Florida’s First Coast welcomed guests to the ‘The y :
Jessie’ downtown, to rally around civic leaders at its annual /
Giving Tree Gala. The nonprofit, with more than 14 branch
locations in North Florida, counts on its board, staff and invested

partners to bring value and quality of life services for youth,

families and businesses in the community.

The highlight of this year’s annual event was the Community
Impact Award, awarded to philanthropist and developer G.

John Carey, who exemplifies the character traits of the award’s
namesake, Mr. W.W. “Bill” Gay. Mr. Gay believed in the power k
of giving back, leading by example and providing for those less
fortunate.

“Mr. Gay was committed to serving the Jacksonville community
and I share his passion for providing essential services,” shared
Carey. “I am honored and humbled to be selected as the 2023
W.W. “Bill” Gay Community Impact Award recipient.”

Jane Mandadori with Delroy Parkinson

Steve and Teresa Lovett

il

Crystal Ganpath-Freed with Chinta Perera Honoree John Carey with his wife Ann and son, Whit Carey Ashley and David Auld with Michele and Bill Fitzgerald

RSk Life’s.taking you places,
wgsowes | we will help you get there.

ROLEX

OYSTER PERPETUAL LADY-DATEJUST

Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202

RITTER SOARES TEAM

KASEY RITTER CATARINA SOARES

904.449.6645 359 229 2994 San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741

Jacksonville, Florida 32207

www.underwoodjewelers.com

rittersoaresteam@onesothebysrealty.com

(® ©@ @RITTERSOARESTEAM

onNE | Sothebys

P4 AR A

ROLEX W OYSTER PERPETUAL AND DATEJUST ARE ® TRADEMARKS.
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It was an evening to remember for many guests that joined
Catholic Charities and their Divine Society to celebrate
the work of the nonprofit, its goals and annual
achievements. The Black and White soiree was held
at the Lower East Gallagher Club at TIAA Bank Field,
Saturday, March 11. Guests wandered the outdoor
terraces overlooking the pitch where the Jaguars
take to the field for home games while sipping
wine and cocktails, dining on freshly curated |
meals, while dancing the night away to live |
entertainment by the Bay Kings Band.

The gala raises funds, by way of donor, sponsor
and ticket purchasers, to ensure faith is able to
be putinto action to serve the most vulnerable
in our community. By advocating for justice,
human dignity and quality of life, Catholic
Charities Jacksonville is able to reflect the
compassion and ‘God in Christ’-centered
mission, serving countless residents throughout ; )
North Florida. Antoinette Vitale with Chris Bolen Leslie Quaritius with Lisa Benton Allison Reed with Sam Abbott, Dominick Aurelio, Sumantha Smith,

Patsy and Terry Moore with Murgi and Jorge Morales, Catherine
Childers and Bill Hackelton

Sarah Yeats and Betsy Sloan with Julie and Joe Helow Mike and Shannon McVearry with Burt and Caroline Costa, J.D. and Treena Dinsmore, Kim and Don Alexander with Laurie and Doug Kirchoff

L

ONE ‘ Sotheby’s 2023 AGENTS OF INFLUENCE

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Chefan

Group

RANKED #2

TOP PRODUCERS
SMALL TEAMS

ONE SOTHEBY’S
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

CENTRAL &
NORTHEAST
FLORIDA

For the highest level of service,
expertise, and reach across Florida’s
East Coast, contact us.

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR  BROKER ASSOCIATE
904.463.1179 904.200.8855

CHEFANGROUP@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
© 2023 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. Sotheby's International Realty® and the

Sotheby's International Realty Logo are service marks licensed to Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates
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JUST SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

] 2BR|2BA 1,298 SF

1478 RIVERPLACE BLVD #1103

WATSON

Realty Corp. REALTORS®

3BR| 2BA 1,658 SF MR

104 WHATLEY LANE

Gorgeous Newer Construction in Ponte Vedra Beach

The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

g o

Luxury Condo on the Southbank
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

_an

MLS#1214636

Spacious Granada Home on Corner Lot

The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

" 2‘3?_ -IBA | 1,62-6 7 ‘M/
154 MURRAY DR
eautifully Renovated Murray Hill Bungalow

The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

3BR | 2FBA | 2HB | 3,152 SF [ s

925 ORIENTAL GARDEN

Great Home on Picturesque Street
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

Realtor®

Vice President/Branch Manager

MLS#1196672

MLS# 1218698

Neil Bridgers

904-731-5800
Neilbridgers@watsonrealtycorp.com

Lovely Mandarin Home with Pool

The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

| 3BR/2BA/2,003 SF

4186 BIRMINGHAM RD.

Charming Renovation in Miramar

The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

Y 3BR|2BA|1,643 SF

B ol . - —;:Q"" z >
5155 ROLLINS AVE -
Charming Lakewood Home
The Singleton Team | 904.421.6925

4BR|3.5BA|2,681SF | |

9018 ERNEST STREET

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

MLS# 1218295

MLS#1198647

Stunning Home in the heart of Riverside

Juliette C.D. Vaughn | 904.993.3618

MLS#1216447

5BR | 4BA | 2,904 SF sl 0

11704 PADDOCK GATES DR

Spacious home in the gated Paddock Gates

David Butler- 904-716-7863,

MLS# 1210967

Clair Corbett- 904-521-3288, Victoria Feist - 904-400-2164

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES

°¢fF THE WORLD

The Singleton
TEAM

Susan Hopkins
904.477.2076

Jon Singleton
904.226.3480

Katherine Wohlers
904.314.7524

David & Clair
TEAM

David Butler
904.716.7863

Clair Corbett
904.521.3288

Victoria Feist
904.400.2164

2

The Anno
TEAM

Lorna Anhno
904.485.0675

Charles Anno
904.993.7487

Welcome New Agmlfs./

‘\

StaceyKing TyeParks

904.678.1737 904.762.3691
Kirk Johanson  ErikKaldor
904.208.8009 904.226.0433

gl

Juliette Vaughn Wesley Weeks

904.993.3618 904. 4511210

www.watsonrealtycorp.com/offices/san-marco-san-jose

904.421.6920
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Linzee Ott

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

Community Engagement Coordinator at Office
of the State Attorney, 4th Judicial Circuit. That’s
the somewhat mysterious title held by San
Marco’s very own Linzee Ott. She is often asked,
“What the heck does that mean?” It’s a position
that was custom made for her. She calls it “a
God thing” the way the story unfolded.
When Melissa Nelson was elected state
attorneyin 2017, she recognized the importance
of establishing trust between her office and

"
%

Linzee Ott, photo by Angelica ompy

local citizens. She envisioned forming
relationships with a variety of sectors already
in place, and she looked to create a non-
traditional position to fill with someone who
could help the state attorney’s office better
serve the people who would come through the
criminal justice system — making referrals,
for example, to fill needs they might have for
housing, transportation, education and the
like. Melissa Nelson met Ott, who had a
background in legislative policy in Tallahassee
and D.C., and knew she’d be the ideal person
to fill such a position. Nelson was right. “It’s
been really great. I love people, and Ilove the
community,” Ott said.

When not working at the prosecutor’s office
for her livelihood, Ott is heavily involved with
the San Marco Preservation Society, and has
been for the past six years. In 2019-2020, she
was the youngest person in the organization’s
history to hold the role of board president, only
27 at that time.

“As aresult of my volunteerism with the San
Marco Preservation Society, I discovered alove
for and an interest in urban planning and
design,” Linzee said. She sought independent
education in those topics and, as a result, was
appointed to the Downtown Development
Review Board (DDRB) in April 2022. She
participates in projects that come to DDRB for
review of design standards. “I've really been
enjoying that,” she said.

Linzeee’s community service work has also
included a stint on the board of Theatre
Jacksonville, the longest continuously running
community theatre in the state of Florida.

(R)
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symptoms in the early stages.
Preventive breast examinations

Dr. Sohrab Afshari

MD, FACS

W/

Breast cancer shows no

may save your life.

GENERAL SURGERY
AMERICAN BOARD OF SURGERY
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

2311 University Blvd West | 904.636.0200 | afsharisurgical1@gmail.com

SATURDAY,

MAY 6TH,

SAVE theDATE:

ROOT BALL:o

VOBLVIBAVIMAVILAVISMAVIAAVILALVILAYVIS

2023 | 6:00 PM

FUNDRAISER FOR GREENSCAPE OF JACKSONVILLE,
A COLLABORATION WITH LATE BLOOMERS GARDEN CLUB

www.greenscapeofjax.org

“They’re areally fantastic local organization!”
Linzee said.

“It’s such a wonderful city,” Linzee said of
Jacksonville. “It’s not the same city it was 20
years ago when I was growing up. There’s a lot
going on here, and I'm happy to contribute to
it”

Linzee does have a soft spot for the San
Marco section. She appreciates how well
designed it is, made with the pedestrian
experience in mind. The commercial square,
the sidewalks, the tree canopy, signage, and
on her list goes. “All of these things make a
place enjoyable and comfortable,” Linzee
pointed out. She felt she liked it here before.
Since taking those urban planning and design
classes, now she knows the reasons why.

Another endearing aspect of San Marco for
Linzee has been the San Marco Theatre. For
her 30th birthday last year, she was surprised
to see her name on its marquee, a gift arranged
by her best friend and her mother. “It was very
special to me that they did this,” Linzee said,
as she had been attending movies there for
her entire life. “I'm very sad,” she said about
the recent closing, and will continue to hold
fond memories.

With the small slice of time that Linzee has
left after her work and volunteer hours, she
enjoys eating. “I'm a foodie,” she admitted. “I
love eating at new Jacksonville restaurants that
I haven't tried before” And she loves that in
San Marco she can walk to many of them. “I'm
spoiled because my activities are all within a
seven-minute radius, and I have access to
really great stuff near me,” she tells people.

[inzee 0tt kayaking at Alexander Springs

Linzee enjoys being on the water, too. “I'm
abigkayaker,” she said. She also paddleboards.
Linzee's desire is to see most of Florida’s springs
someday. It’s not quite a bucket list because
there are so many springs throughout the state
to visit, more than 700 in fact. “That’s an
ambitious goal. But I do want to see a lot of
them,” she said. She’s already been to about a
dozen, and Silver Springs stood out to her as
“absolutely beautiful” and “stunning!” There
she saw alligators, turtles, monkeys, manatees,
and more that she had not expected.

Linzee admits to being one of those people
who swore she would never live in the same
town where she grew up, not even in the same
state. And yet, this is where she resides and
works and volunteers and recreates. She said,
“Ialways thought Iwanted to live internationally,
butIhave ended up right back where I started,
and I love it!”
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River City Dancing With The Stars spotlights local dancers,
benefits Jacksonville Children’s Chorus

Seven local leaders and their professional
dance partners will face off on April 15in a
friendly dance competition for the mirror
ball trophy and the title of River City’s favorite
dancer. The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
(JCC) began producing River City Dancing
With The Stars (RCDWTS) to raise money
for singer scholarships and ongoing
programming for the chorus.

This year’s competitors include Tamara
Baker, Mark K. Bennett, Ashley Folladori,
Melissa Fulmore-Hardwick, Adrian Rust and
Sarah Small, who are working with professional
dancers William Brand, Brian Brocato,
Roseanna George, Heather Kornick, Zeljko
“Jake” Lukic, Gilberto Maldonado and Daniel
Nicolaescu from All About Ballroom dance
studio.

One of the contestants, St. Nicholas resident
Tamara Baker has been an entrepreneur
since the age of 12 when she started a dance
camp for young girls. Her engineering and
construction career began in 1992, and since
then she has held many different positions
including rodman on a survey crew, draftsman,
drill-rig manager, truss designer, geotechnical
engineer, structural engineer and business
owner. She can run business meetings or
crawl under dusty buildings.

After working at a national design-build
firm, Tamara decided to start her own business,
Baker Design Build, in 2004, at the age of 32.
Her company is a successful design-build
consulting firm with average annual revenues
0f $12,000,000. Baker Design Build recently

topped the Florida Fast 100, an annual list
highlighting Florida’s growing business.

Tamara has been an adjunct professor at
the University of North Florida, teaching
mechanical and electrical systems, structures,
surveying, drafting and estimating. She is a
member of the Southside United Methodist
Church, Assumption Catholic Church, St.
Nicholas Preservation Society, the Associated
Builders and Contractors, the Florida Structural
Engineering Association, The Rotary Club
of South Jacksonville and the Cathedral
District of Downtown Jacksonville. She has
three children, Brandyn Baker, Olivia Belle
Baker and Nathanial Banks Baker.

“Tam hoping to represent the architectural,
engineering and construction industry well
this year and hope to inspire other downtown
businesses to support the Jacksonville
Children’s Chorus,” Baker said.

“We have a shortage of engineers and
scientists today, and I truly believe that when
children are exposed early to music and the
arts, they are more open to scientific careers
in the future,” she said.

Baker is taking dance lessons one to two
times each week and has started running
again three times a week.

“I feel great,” she said.

Another contestant, Sarah Small, who lives
in Jacksonville Beach, is vice president of
membership, sales and marketing for Gate
Hospitality Group. She has personally set a
goal of raising $25,000 for Jacksonville
Children’s Chorus.

APRIL 22

WINE DOWN
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She is a trustee member of the Chamber
of Commerce, supporter of the FSCJ Artist
Series and The Florida Theatre, and an
alumna of the Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce’s Hightower Emerging Leaders
Fellowship. She also serves on the executive
board for the Northeast Florida Chapter of
the Professional Club Marketing Association,
Mason'’s Voice and is an avid supporter of
the American Heart Association and Make
a Wish Foundation.

“JCC enriches lives, encourages creativity,
culture and teaches a sense of confidence
that its alumni can take with them for a
lifetime,” Small said.

Small practices at least two hours a week
with her dance partner to help learn the
dance and genre style that she has selected.

“Ithas been a journey thatIwill remember
forever,” she said.

To vote with a donation for your favorite
dance team, visit www.rivercitydwts.com/
contestants. All proceeds benefit the
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus. JCC’s
scholarship program ensures that every
child who desires to participate may do so
regardless of a family’s inability to afford
tuition. More than 44% of children who
participate receive financial aid.

The 2023 River City DWTS will be held in
UNF’s Lazzara Performance Hall on April
15, 6:30 - 9 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. General
admission tickets are $50 each; reserved
tickets are $80 each; and VIP tickets are $150
each.

Tamara Baker rehearses with professional dancer William
Brand to prepare for the River City Dancing With The Stars
competition.

Sarah Small
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HELP FIGHT

LOCAL HUNGER

As thousands of First Coast families continue
struggling to make ends meet, Catholic

Charities Jacksonville has continued to be a
resource for our most vulnerable neighbors.
We provide fresh food to more than 140
families per week and assist food-insecure
children, seniors and groups in underserved
neighborhoods.

But we need your help. Please support our
current Feed A Family campaign today!

Donate at ccbjax.org/feedafamiily, text the
keyword “CCBJAX" to 801801, or scan the
QR code.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
SMPSJAX.COM

CATHOLIC

CHARITIES

Transforming Lives

FAMILY '

* CATHOLIC CHARITIES ¢



BUSINESS PROFILE

A Real Estate Brokerage and Real Estate School
Both Under One Roof, A Unique Combination,
Right Here in Jacksonville

Real estate education, though essential, is
not typically provided by brokerage firms.
Real estate professionals, traditionally, practice
under one company and fulfill their licensing
requirements through a separate institution.
But welcome to a new era. Enter Pier 21
Realty, LLC. Family-owned-and-operated by
Broker Philip Simonetta and his Realtor son,
Aiden, Pier 21 is a unigue combination of
brokerage and school, an independent non-
franchised company headquartered on Cassat
Avenue.

Phil Simonetta has over two decades of
expertise in Florida’s real estate, having
been involved in consulting, financing, and
structuring businesses in the entertainment
and restaurant fields. He draws on knowledge
from this broad background that average
agents just don’t have. He has seen real
estate professionals through a variety of
trials and tribulations.

“The national statistic is 80% of people
who are in this business now will not be in
it in two years,” Simonetta said. He believes
the reason for that is no one truly trains and
mentors them through the practical application
of the theories and principles they are
mandated to learn. “A book can teach you
how to get a real estate license but not how
to deal with a client on a personal level during
a transaction,” he said.

Simonetta’s goal is not only to help clients
find their dream homes and acquire their
investment properties but also to empower
real estate professionals with the knowledge
and skills needed to thrive, thereby improving
the industry success rate. That’s why he and
his son operate Pier 21 Realty, LLC as both
a real estate brokerage and a real estate
school.

BROKERAGE

Pier 21is a full-service brokerage that represents
buyers as well as sellers. The firm handles
both residential and commercial transactions,
including but not limited to strip malls and
development communities. Simonetta has
access to available programs and grants, and
he taps into creative solutions that address
auctions, short sales, and foreclosures.

“Most real estate agents enter a property
into the MLS and pray that buyers will come
and see it,” Simonetta said. He’s different.
He takes a more personal and proactive
approach, and his reach extends much farther.
Pier 21 advertises properties in 140 countries
and in 18 different languages, catering to
foreign investors as well as people searching
the nationwide MLS listings.

Pier 21 clients also benefit from a bit of
complimentary consultation, which comes
naturally to a man like Simonetta, who himself
has owned a variety of businesses. He’s
happy to offer hints and tips to his clients
on how they might make their establishments
more profitable. “I've literally turned empty
fields into homes. I've started cigar lounges
from nothing and sold them to major
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corporations,” he said. One of Simonetta’s
restaurant successes is that a sandwich shop
he owned earned the 2009 Best of Philly
Cheesesteak Award from Fox 29 News
Philadelphia. He is no stranger to successfully
turning properties.

“Real estate is a simple business. From
the back end, there are 23 steps to closing
a deal, 12 pages to a contract, 4 pagesin a
listing agreement, and there are addendums.
But it’s a hard job,” Simonetta said. The
paperwork is the same no matter the size
of the deal. It’s the connection that’s
established, the communication between
the parties, and the expertise brought by
the professional that make all the difference.
That’s the difficult part. And that’s where
Simonetta stands out.

“Every client | have ends up being a friend,”
he said. He sees the industry from a different
perspective than most. For Simonetta, it’s
not only about making money and closing
deals. It’s more about empathy for him. He
values relationships and puts his clients
above himself, but it’s never his intention to
solicit property owners already listed with
other brokerage firms. It's a philosophy of
integrity that he’s passing on to his son and
to their Pier 21 agents.

SCHOOL

In addition to offering a broad spectrum of
brokerage services, Pier 21 Realty, LLC is
authorized by the Florida Real Estate
Commission (FREC) to provide a comprehensive
suite of professional education options
meant to meet state requirements.

As a qualified real estate school, Pier 21is
an optimal choice for pre-licensing classes,
ones intended for those aspiring to become
certified agents. Once the state test is passed,
Pier 21 educates agents to advance toward
broker status. The school then provides the
required continuing education classes for
both agents and brokers to maintain their
credentials. Pier 21 also offers the post-
licensing enrichment that is mandatory for
license renewals.

Classes are available in multiple formats
to suit participants’ learning styles and
scheduling needs. The Florida Real Estate
School by Pier 21 Realty, LLC brings one of
the highest quality distance education
programs available with on-demand virtual
modules if traditional classroom courses and
live Zoom sessions are not preferred.

There’s also the convenience of a virtual
store on Pier 21's school website. It carries
study materials that are specifically designed
to help advance a real estate career. Available
are textbooks written by industry experts
and published by preeminent names such
as Dearborn. Also find there a list of links to
a wealth of other real estate resources,
whether you’re an enrolled student or not.

Because Simonetta is such a proponent
of quality relationships, he offers paired
pricing at The Florida Real Estate School.

That means couples desiring to pursue their
real estate education together at Pier 21 are
granted tuition discounts. At Pier 21, a couple
might mean a military member and spouse,
a brother and sister, two friends, or business
partners. Students decide whom to pair and
enroll with.

FUTURE

A visionary, Simonetta already has his sights
set on what the future holds for himself, his
son, and others who are passionate about
the real estate industry. Though he chose
Jacksonville to launch this unique realty
concept of brokering and educating within
the same firm, he plans to establish Pier 21
satellite offices by the end of next year in
Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, and Naples.

Pier 21 Realty, LLC | Family owned and operated.

Call 844-474-3721| Email Pier21Realty@gmail.com | Visit 2200 Cassat Ave., Jacksonville M-F 9-9, Sat-Sun 12-3

Browse www.Pier2IRealty.com | Enroll www.Pier21Realty.School
“Because Our Relationship Is Worth It”

Beyond the FREC-approved curriculum,
Simonetta also intends to organize weekend
workshops as part of a mentorship and
apprenticeship program with topics like
‘Walking through Contracts’ and ‘Acquiring
and Relating to Clients.’ Though Simonetta
is currently licensed in Florida and North
Carolina, these general classes applicable
to all states will be held nationwide online
and locally in person. They will be open to
all real estate professionals, no matter whose
company they work for.

Simonetta is eager to engage with other
real estate brokerages and support the
industry at large because he has a heart to
help people. As good as Simonetta thinks
the real estate business is today, “l want it
to be better tomorrow,” he said.

DISCLAIMER: THE FLORIDA REAL ESTATE SCHOOL BY PIER 21 REALTY, LLC IS OWNED AND OPERATED BY PIER 21 REALTY, LLC. THE SCHOOL PERMIT LICENSE IS #ZH1002951 | BROKERAGE LICENSE IS #CQ1063251 | BROKER OF RECORD IS PHILIP SIMONETTA | BK3291616 | INSTRUCTOR LICENSE PHILIP
SIMONETTA IS #ZH1004130 | THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DESIGNATION NUMBERS ARE OFFERED: SALES ASSOCIATE PRE LICENSE COURSE #0027658, 0027659, 0027668, 0027783, 0027782, 0027781 | SALES POST LICENSE COURSE #0027667, 0027576, 0027575 | REACTIVATION COURSE #0027573,
0027578, 0027665 | CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE #0027660, 0027577, 0027574 | BROKER POST-MANAGEMENT COURSE #0027670, 0027580, 0027571 | BROKER POST-INVESTMENT COURSE #0027552, 0027581, 0027666 | BROKER PRE LICENSE COURSE #0027572, 0027579, 0027669 | HOME
INSPECTION COURSE #0027743 | ETHICS COURSE #0027742, 0027741, 0027740 | CORE LAW COURSE #0027739, 0027738, 0027737 | ESSENTIALS OF TECHNOLOGY AND DATA SECURITY COURSE #0027744
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Heartworm Disease Updates

BY JULIE KERNS GARMENDIA
Resident Community News

During a conversation with Dr. Howard Acree
of Cedar Hills Animal Hospital, the question
came up regarding the necessity to continue
monthly heartworm treatment for my senior
dog Sylvia, 17. Sylvia is in excellent health
for her age but only enjoys brief walks
outdoors due to anxiety caused by her near-
total blindness. Staying indoors limits her
exposure to the mosquitoes that carry
heartworm disease, which prompted the
discussion.

Dr. Acree assured me that monthly heartworm
prevention medication is still necessary
year-round for all dogs, even indoor dogs
and especially in Florida. He said heartworm-
infected mosquitoes could survive Florida's
mild winters and fly inside homes through
open windows, doors, or into cars or garages
to infect unprotected pets. It only takes one
mosquito bite to transmit microscopic
heartworm larvae, causing heartworm
disease. Dr. Acree began his veterinarian
practice in 1987 and is a former Veterinarian

PROMOTION VALID APRIL 1 - 30, 2023

of the Year, honored by the Florida Veterinary
Medical Association.

Because heartworm disease is found in
every state, with consistently high numbers
of cases throughout the U.S., heartworm
prevention, early detection and treatment
is an ongoing scientific focus of veterinarian
research. Heartworm experts strive to reduce
the number of confirmed cases while improving
diagnosis accuracy, prevention choices,
treatment options and safety. The American
Heartworm Society (AHS) provides regular
disease prevention updates that explain how
mosquitoes transmit heartworms, how to
prevent and treat the disease, and what pet
owners must know to protect pets.

Atthe 17th Triennial Heartworm Symposium
presented by AHS in New Orleans last
September, 40 speakers from three continents
convened to present their heartworm research
and related clinical topics. This international
symposium comprised the latest scientific
data on all aspects of heartworm disease.

“Heartworm disease continues to be one
of the most common and costly diseases
confronting the veterinary profession,” said
veterinary cardiologist and triennial symposium
co-chair Dr. Marisa Ames. “The fact that

HEARTWORM
TESTS

7

RIVERSIDE | 204.2191 580 COLLEGE STREET, JACKSONVILLE
BAYMEADOWS | 733-5100 8505 BAYMEADOWS RD., JACKSONVILLE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | WWW.FOREVERVETS.COM

heartworm incidence remains far too high
— year after year — makes it clear that
veterinarians need forward-thinking
innovations and practical approaches to this
disease.” Ames is an associate professor of
medicine and epidemiology at the UC Davis
School of Veterinary Medicine.

New approaches presented at the symposium
included tactics learned from managing
malaria, where the mosquitoes — instead
of pets — could be treated in the future.
Treatment of the favored host pest would
prevent them from carrying or transmitting
live heartworms.

Speakers stressed the importance of better
information for pet owners about heartworm
disease in cats, which can be fatal. Cat owners
need to know how often indoor or outdoor,
homeless, and feral cats are diagnosed with
heartworm disease and that it can be fatal.
There was also an emphasis on developing
more accurate diagnostic protocols for feline
heartworm disease.

Speakers also noted that climate change
has contributed to the heartworm disease
crisis. Historically, traditional winter freezing
temperatures throughout the mid and
northern U.S. reliably killed mosquito
populations. Now dramatically fluctuating
winter temperatures allow mosquitoes to
survive.

Urban sprawl has also contributed to the
robust heartworm population by creating
"heat islands." Urbanized areas experience
higher temperatures than undeveloped land.
Paved surfaces, rooftops, buildings and
infrastructure absorb and re-emit the sun's
heat far more than natural landscapes such
as forests, grasslands and water. The "heat
islands" create perfect year-round survival
zones for mosquitoes to breed and spread
heartworms even during colder weather.

Untreated heartworm disease can be fatal
to dogs, cats and ferrets. When an uninfected
mosquito bites a heartworm-infected animal,
itbecomes infected, ensuring the continuous
cycle and spread of heartworms. Heartworm-
infected mosquitoes bite pets and transmit
microscopic heartworm larvae into the pet's
bloodstream. The heartworm larvae travel
to the heart, lungs, and blood vessels, where
they live and mature. They can grow up to
12" long and continuously breed.

Prevention treatments, oral, injectable,
or topical prescription products, are necessary
for indoor and outdoor pets and may include
other ingredients to protect against fleas,
ticks, and parasites. Monthly heartworm
prevention medications can be safely given
to puppies and kittens at eight weeks old.
Pets must have the proper amount of heartworm
prevention medication circulating in their
bloodstream to kill heartworms. Heartworm
prevention medication will not kill adult
heartworms.

If an animal tests positive for heartworms,
the goal is to first stabilize the pet's overall
health and any symptoms before treatment.
Then the veterinarian will administer the
FDA-approved medication determined to
be safest for that pet based on its physical
condition, stage of heartworm disease, age
and other contributing factors. Heartworm
disease medication kills all parasitic adults
and immature heartworms carried by infected
mosquitoes.

Once a dogis infected with adult heartworms,
the veterinarian may administer one of the
FDA-approved arsenic-containing drugs,
like injectable Melarsomine. Arsenic-containing
drugs quickly kill adult heartworms but are
dangerous treatments that pose risks to pets
and can have side effects.

Some veterinarians consider doxycycline
safer because it is less toxic with fewer side
effects than arsenic-based heartworm

treatments. Doxycycline is a slower process
that gradually eliminates all heartworms.
However, the additional time required by
doxycycline to eliminate heartworms, permits
internal damage to continue. This delay
causes some veterinarians to reject this
treatment option except in specific cases.

Pets are monitored during heartworm
treatment for possible side effects. After
heartworm treatment, the pet should be
re-tested for heartworms before resuming
monthly heartworm preventive medication
to ensure successful treatment.

Some pets never show signs of heartworm
disease until its advanced stages, while in
others, there are noticeable symptoms:
persistent cough, tiredness after mild activity,
labored breathing and decreased appetite.
If untreated, heartworm disease damages
the pet's heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys,
eventually causing death.

Overheating must be avoided during
heartworm treatment and recovery, and
exercise restriction is necessary to minimize
cardiopulmonary complications. Research
has documented a direct correlation between
the pet's activity level and the severity of
heartworm disease, according to the AHS.

If a pet tests positive for heartworms,
discuss treatment options with your
veterinarian. Ifyou foster or consider adopting
a heartworm-positive dog or cat, discuss
care and treatment with the agency
representatives. Pets in foster care receive
all veterinarian treatment free from their
shelter clinic until they are adopted.

Pets with heartworm disease that receive
proper veterinarian treatment and care can
recover and live normal lives with low chances
of any long-term effects, according to the
U.S. Food & Drug Administration Center for
Veterinary Medicine (FDA) and the AHS.
Heartworm disease is not contagious between
pets.

Current guidelines from the AHS also
recommend that using an Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) registered mosquito
repellent can increase protection from
heartworms by repelling mosquitoes.
Additionally, pet owners should remove any
standing water to eliminate mosquito breeding

CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 ...
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sites and restrict outdoor walks to daylight hours, avoiding
prime mosquito feeding periods.

There is no FDA-approved treatment for killing adult
heartworms in cats or pet ferrets, but heartworm prevention
medication treatment is available. Pet owners should consult
their veterinarian regarding the best options for these pets.

Although cats are susceptible to heartworm disease, they
naturally resist infection, unlike dogs. However, because of
complications with diagnosing and treating heartworm
infection in cats and ferrets, misdiagnosis or failure to diagnose
is common.

Due to their smaller size and other factors, cats can become
acutely ill even from a single-worm infection. They may never
show any clinical signs of heartworm disease, and even a
small number of heartworms can cause severe disease and
are potentially life-threatening.

The FDA warns pet owners that heartworm prevention
medications require a veterinarian's prescription. Internet
sites or stores that sell these medications without a prescription
are notlegitimate sources for heartworm prevention medication.
They could be selling dangerous products with toxic ingredients
of unknown origin that could harm pets.

At a pet's annual veterinarian check-up and vaccination
visit, there should always be a yearly heartworm blood test
done on all dogs seven months and older. Annual testing
ensures that any infection is detected and treatment can
begin to minimize harm to the pet. If the pet is negative for
heartworms, the vet will provide the prescription for monthly
prevention medication.

Experts remind pet owners that no drug is 100% effective
and even one missed monthly dosage could result in an
infection, especially for pets living in heartworm-hotspot,
Florida. The sunshine state is ground zero for heartworm
disease that has reached epidemic-confirmed case rates
throughout the warm, temperate Southeastern U.S. Unfortunately,
some isolated pockets of drug-resistant heartworms have
also emerged here.

The AHS invests hundreds of thousands of dollars annually
in heartworm research and provides updated recommendations.
The society publishes free current guidelines for Canine and
Feline Prevention, Diagnosis & Treatment of Heartworm
Disease on its website.
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Celebrating
West Point
Founders Day

The West Point Society of North Florida hosted its
annual Founders Day Dinner at San Jose Country
Club on Friday, March 10. This year marks the 221st
anniversary of the founding of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point in March 1802.

The guest speaker was the academy’s 61st
Superintendent Lieutenant General Steve Gilland,
joined by his wife, Betsy. Both were 1990 graduates
of West Point. The society hosted more than 75
graduates, several current cadets and their parents,
aswell as rising North Florida cadet candidates who
will join the Class of 2027 this summer.

The ceremonial “Beat Navy” cake-cutting was
performed, per tradition, by the youngest and oldest
West Point graduates present: Josh Cooksey (Class
of 2014) and Robert Morris (Class of 1954). The
society’s president, Zach Peyton, served as emcee.

Zach Peyton, Steve and Betsy Gilland, Tammy Roper, Jason Kirk Steve Gilland with members of the West Point Parents Club of North
and Bill Beiswenger Florida
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Tuesday * May 2, 2023 ¢ 5:30-7:30pm

Casa Marina Hotel
691 Ist Street North, Jax Beach, FL

and disadvantaged people in our community receive
the healthcare they need!

Tickets & Sponsorships: SulzbacherJax.org/Fiesta2023
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visit a VooDoo Lounge, dance with The Band Be Easy, and more.
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For more information email AllisonWenzel@
SulzbacherJax.org or visit SulzbacherJax.org.
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Scott Named Player of the Year

PHOTO CREDIT RICHARD NICHOLS

Taliah Scott

Taliah Scott, senior at St. Johns
Country Day School with a
high school career 2,733 points,
hasbeen named the 2022-2023
Gatorade Florida Girls
Basketball Player of the Year.
She is only the third player
from the First Coast to achieve
this honor.

The award, which recognizes
not only outstanding athletic
excellence, but also high
standards of academic
achievement and exemplary
character demonstrated on
and off the court, distinguishes
Scott as Florida’s best high
school girls basketball player.
The selection process is
administered by the Gatorade
Player of the Year Selection
Committee, which leverages
experts including coaches,
scouts, media and others as

sources to help evaluate and determine the state winners.

“Taliah is a great basketball player,” said St. Johns Girls Varsity Basketball
Coach Yolanda Bronston. “But she’s more than a great basketball player. She’s
a National Honor Society member, and the hardest working, most committed

player I've ever coached.”

Scott has volunteered more than 100 hours of her time teaching basketball
to young girls at summer camps, weekend training sessions, and the local
YMCA. She has also donated her time at the Ronald McDonald House of Central
Florida and as a peer mentor. As Player of the Year, Scott receives a grant to

give to one of Gatorade’s social impact partners.

The “In” Club

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida Honor
Youth of the Year

Paul Martinez, Cornell Penn, Rona Welch, Youth of the Year Jordyn W. (elementary school), Ambrosia C. (high school), Tyler H.
(middle school), and Lendward Griffin

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida announced the winners of their local 2023 Youth of the
Year competition, the organization’s highest honor for young leaders, at the Youth of the Year
Awards Ceremony and Alumni Club Reception on Feb. 23 at the Florida Blue Conference Center.
The winners are Ambrosia C. for the high school category, Tyler H. for middle school and
Jordyn W. for elementary. All three local Youth of the Year winners attend THE PLAYERS
Championship Boys & Girls Club in St. Augustine.

As the local high school Youth of the Year, Ambrosia will represent Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Florida in upcoming state, regional and national competitions through Boys & Girls
Clubs of America. She will also be the local teen spokesperson, advocate and voice of her peers
throughout the year.

“If not for the club, I know there are many kids and teens who would get into trouble out on
the streets. Instead, these young people have a safe, fun place to be after school where they get
their academic and emotional needs met. I'm thankful for the club staff who lend a helping
hand and show all young people that they have a chance to be their best selves and dream big,
no matter how out of reach their dreams may seem. They encourage young people that they
can do anything they put their minds to doing,” Ambrosia said.
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Four Wolfson Seniors Sign Letters of Intent

ry - - 5

Mo Alamo, Alijah Robinson, Joseph Rainbolt and Kaili Wery

The first Wednesday in February traditionally marks National Signing Day, when high school
seniors sign letters of intent to play a particular sport for a member school of the United States
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). This year, Samuel Wolfson School for Advanced
Studies proudly recognized four of its student athletes who will play at the college level.
The Wolfpack student body, family members, teammates, friends and faculty gathered at a
special assembly to celebrate the following four seniors:
¢ Mo Alamo, who will play baseball for Oklahoma Wesleyan University in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
¢ JosephRainbolt, who will play baseball for Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland.
¢ Alijah Robinson, who will play baseball for Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia.
o Kaili Wery, who will play lacrosse for William Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri.

Balek Shines Knowledge on SJEDS Students

San Jose Episcopal Day School (SJEDS) alumna Mary Beth Balek returned to
campus in March to speak at the Library Media Center and share her experience
with sixth graders. Balek spoke of her journey to earning a degree in civil engineering
at North Dakota State University and her successful career in solar energy. Her
presentation covered a range of topics, including her early influences, importance
of preservation, class requirements and the science of solar farming.

Balek’s presentation provided soon-to-be SJEDS graduates with a unique
perspective on the opportunities available to them after graduation, and how the
skills they learn in school can be applied to a wide range of fields. Her story served
as a powerful reminder that with hard work and dedication, anything is possible.

Bolles Students “Break a Leg”

Upon well-wishes of “break a leg,” Bolles middle school students
enchanted audiences with their production of “Once Upon a Mattress:
Youth Edition,” an adaptation of the beloved musical famously
anchored by actress Carol Burnett. The musical, a spin on the classic
fairy tale “The Princess and the Pea,” was filled with raucous comedy,
melodic songs and powerful performances from Bolles middle
schoolers. The performances were held Feb. 24-25 on the Parker
Auditorium stage at the Betsy Lovett Arts Center on the Bolles Middle
School Bartram Campus.
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SUMMER ACTING
BOOT CAMP!

Improv, Acting Techniques, Scene Study,
Monologues, Acting Exercises,
Acting for the Camera Overview,
Stage Directions and more!

Each 2 week session will conclude with a
special performance for family & friends at 5:30

Snack and Drinks provided Daily!
Pizza Lunch Party every Friday!
(Students bring own lunch Mon-Thurs.)
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HELP US MAKE
LOCAL CHILDREN
SMILE AGAIN

By Suppovting Dowmiel Today

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional issues,
there are local children who face too many troubles
to experience the happiness they should. Daniel’s
experienced team can provide the support and tools
to restore their smiles, but we need your help.

YOUR DONATION CAN

» supply counseling for abused children

+ connect neglected children with foster families

« provide homeless teens with shelter and support
.+ strengthen and reunify high-risk families

Please Dowarte
danielkids.org | 904.296.1055

The cast performing in Once Upon a Mattress: Youth Edition

Let our backyard be
your next vacation.

Few things feed the soul like the warmth of the sun, fresh air,
a sparkling blue pool and being together with friends and family.

Stay, play & enjoy a
membership today!

We look forward to welcoming you with
gracious hospitality and being your next
staycation. Let us help you put the last few
months behind you and create cherished
memories for years to come.

EPPING-FOREST

YACHT & COUNTRY CLUB

Rediscover the value of life’s simple pleasures. Contact Kimberly Patterson for more information.
904.421.2236 | kyounkin@gatehospitality.com
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Wolfson Band and Chorus Earn Superior Ratings

s Eaad

Wolfson Chorus

The 37-member Wind Ensemble of Samuel Wolfson School for
Advanced Studies performed with absolute professionalism at the
District 17 Music Performance Assessment (MPA) on Friday, March
3.The band earned a rating of Excellent for their on stage performance
and a straight Superior for sight reading with numbers like “Scholastics
March” by Joseph Compello, “Benediction” by John Stevens, and
“American Cameos” by Jay Dawson. The public is invited to hear
them play again at Wolfson’s annual Spring Concert on May 16 at 6
p.m. in the school’s auditorium.

Wolfson’s Concert Chorus and Chamber Singers recently attended
the Florida Vocal Association District 4 MPA. They, too, received a
rating of Excellent for on stage and a straight Superior in sight reading.
Conversely, the Treble Chorus earned a Superior rating on stage and
an Excellent for sight reading; they will perform again at the State
MPA in Tallahassee later this month.

Directors

' F

Citycouncil President, Terrnce Freeman, with the TPA and AMI Duval Executive
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The Performers Academy hosts book signing after publishing
an Anthology of Poems written by teen authors

The Performers Academy (TPA) hosted a
bookrelease attended by many of Jacksonville’s
biggest supporters of education, the arts
and youth services. Together they celebrated
the publication of an anthology of poetry
written by 15 teen boys enrolled in AMIKids
Middle School, an alternative education
environment for children with troubled
pasts.

The event represents the culmination of
work through Project P.O.M.E (Product of
My Environment), a unique curriculum
designed by The Performers Academy to
teach poetry writing as a path to mental
health and emotional healing.

Lessons in contrasting trending pop
culture with classical literature and poetry
allow teens to learn to express themselves

in a healthy way. In addition, the students practice their writing and public speaking skills by creating original
poems and then sharing with the group. The workshops are conducted for high-risk youth using poetry and
other creative writing to guide the young voice towards its own empowerment and to furnish participants
with the internal tools that it takes to positively show up for self in often discouraging environments. The
learning objectives are accessible and adaptable for all students and can be monitored by the teaching artist
and classroom teacher. The outcome for students participating in this workshop series is self-empowerment,
especially the courage to tell one’s own story and challenge society’s narrative.
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Flipper Friends

Assumption Catholic dives
into dolphin experience

Assumption Catholic School students enjoyed their
annual third grade field trip to Marineland in St.
Augustine on Thursday, March 9. Along with third
grade teachers Mrs. Alligood, Mrs. Elliott and Mrs.
Plemons, parent chaperones and students got to
enjoy an interactive experience with the dolphins
and trainers.

The three classes mimicked simple commands
performed by the trainer, and delighted at the
dolphins’ performance response. For many, the
highlight of the day was the ability to touch the
dolphins up close. They also had classroom time
and got to practice a real-life dolphin “rescue.”
Called a mock stranding, the dolphin rescue teaches
students how to help a dolphin if they come across
one stranded in the wild. They work as teams to
call rescue, keep the dolphin cool with water and e # ets
even carry away the dolphin on a stretcher. Marian Darling, Stella Fullerton and Allie Kling perform a dolphin “rescue.”

Students Devan Sylvestre, Marian Darling, Christian Singletary, Levi Dillow, Daphne
~ Duncan and Sophia Gjergji dance alongside the dolphins.

Group shot

Three senior students at Samuel Wolfson Bright futures await Charlotte at Harvard
School for Advanced Studies have been = University in Massachusetts, Cameron at the
named National Merit Finalists. Those = United States Air Force Academy in Colorado,
Wolfpack members are Charlotte Caccam, and Campbell at the University of Florida in
K Cameron Day and Campbell Scharer. Gainesville.
3 N atl O n al They are three of the only 15,000 students For his thoughts on the National Merit Finalist
. in the United States who have been  honor, Cameron said, “First and foremost, it
M e rlt recognized as finalists of the 1.5 million  isagreathonor to be recognized on a national
students across the countrywho completed  level. On a more personal level, it is very
Fin ali StS oy Ll the 2022 PSAT/NMSQT qualifying test rewarding to see all the effort that I have put
Cameron Day, Charlotte Caccam and Campbell Scharer for entry into the scholarship competition. — into my academics over the years paying off”

Wolfson
Celebrates
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Torkzad Team Takes to Space

Celine Torkzad and Elaine Giles

Celine Torkzad, Class of '27 at St. Johns Country Day School, proved her ideas are out of
this world when she participated in a 4-H program, 4-H In Space: Mission Command
Team. Torzad is a member of the winning team of Go For Launch! 4-H In Space, and the
team's experiment will be flown to the International Space Station on SpaceX-27, which
launched Wednesday, March 15, 2023.

“Through participating in the 4-H In Space: Mission Command Team program,
three Clay County youth were able to explore the future of space exploration and space
industry jobs, meet an astronaut, and work with other 4-H youth to create a science
experiment to test out an idea on how to make living on the moon and Mars a reality
for humankind” said Elaine Giles, 4-H STEM Extension Agent with UF/IFAS Extension
Clay County.

Through the program, students explore STEM and space topics while working on
a viable experiment design that could be successfully researched in space. Torkzad’s
winning team, team Space Goats, consisted of Torkzad along with Krish Nangia, Cove
Searle and Nolan Williams. Their experiment will look at the effects of microgravity on
the growth of spirulina in space. It is being developed in partnership with Higher Orbits
payload integration partners Space Tango.

Team Space Goats’ experiment will be flying with three other Go For Launch! student
experiments aboard SpaceX-27, bringing the grand total of experiments sent to space
from this program to 17. Torkzad's is the first from St. Johns Country Day School.

“It was certainly my pleasure to work with these future architects of our space
industry. They will shape our country’s future in space,” said featured Astronaut of Go
For Launch! 4-H In Space, Jim “JR” Reilly.

Cultural Diversity Curates at Bolles

Bolles students in St. Augustine for Afro-Latino trip.

Bolles upper school students embraced cultural diversity through the recent celebration
of Japanese Week, enjoyed alongside exchange students, as well as the exploration
of the historical contributions of Afro-Latinos by Bolles’ Spanish students.

During this year’s Japanese Week, Feb. 27-March 3, students enjoyed dynamic,
educational videos about Japan and listened to Japanese music during the change
of classes on the San Jose Campus. The week was highlighted by the participation
of three exchange students from the Keio School in Japan. During their visit, the Keio
students enjoyed taking classes alongside their host students, visitinglocal landmarks
and attending school functions, including athletic games and the Upper School
Winter Dance. They also added their valued perspectives in activities that ranged
from practicing calligraphy to making Japanese rice balls called onigiri.

Students in Spanish 4 and 5 traveled with members of the Bolles Black Student
Union on Feb. 23 to St. Augustine to explore Fort Mose State Park, the first free Black
settlement in North America, and the Best-Richardson Museum of the African
Diaspora. At the park, students were given the site’s history by a guest speaker from
the Fort Mose Historical Society, and they collaborated in groups to complete a
digital scavenger hunt. The group then visited the Best-Richardson Museum of the
African Diaspora, where they were treated to a presentation from founder Gigi Best,
who described her own journey with African-American history, culture and literature,
as well as her exploration of her ancestry.

NEED PART TIME EMPLOYEE
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Rotarians raised bets, while raising funds

Rotary Club Members and guests enjuyed poker with friends, pn:tured are Jeume Turus with Teri Wanamaker, Trum
Jenks and Renee Parenteau

The Rotary Club of Jacksonville gathered members for a fun, Gatsby-themed night
out at bestbet, the region’s poker attraction for a No Limit Hold Em’ event. The glitzy
evening, chaired by members Pete Hicks and Pete Denholm, will help raise funding
that goes back into the community in many forms, by way of the Rotary Club of
Jacksonville Florida Foundation, Inc.

The evening event was held March 2, at bestbet, at 201 Monument Road in the
Arlington area. Patrons, both experienced and inexperienced, learned ‘when to hold
em!..and when to fold em; all in one night.

Winners of the evening were Tim Burrows, Sadat Jaffrey and David Rey, who placed
first, second and third in winnings, respectively. The support of the Foundation will
help in the disbursement of grants and other programs aimed at enriching the quality
of life of citizens in Jacksonville and other portions of the world, where giving is
helping fight polio and providing aid in devastated areas, where Rotary funds help
mitigate disaster impacts as well.

]ACKSONVILLE
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Corks and Coughlin
The Tom Coughlin Fay Fund Hosts Annual Wine ‘lasting Gala

ET Thalerand with Coach Tom Coughlin Charlie Hunt and Caitlin Brunell

More than 800 wine enthusiasts, gourmets, philanthropists, friends and local celebrities
joined two-time Super Bowl-winning Head Coach Tom Coughlin at Venue 841 on the Downtown
Jacksonville Riverfront for the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund Wine Tasting Gala on March 2. Attendees
had the opportunity to sample food from some of the area’s top restaurants, enjoy a selection
of hundreds of wines, and bid in an exclusive silent auction that included rare wine, sport
memorabilia and travel packages. Proceeds benefited the Tom Coughlin Jay Fund, which
provides financial, emotional and practical support for families tackling childhood cancer.
To date, the foundation has provided more than $17 million in financial assistance t more
than 5,000 families.
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to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be
made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires April 30, 2023.
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BY KERRY SPECKMAN
Resident Community News

April is National Volunteer Month, and if
you're one of the 60.7 million Americans
who formally volunteer, thank you. Our
community is a better place because of you.

Giving back to the community also comes
with significant benefits not just for the
organization or individuals receiving assistance
but also to the volunteers themselves.

Volunteering can improve your health
— both physical and mental. People who
volunteer find a sense of meaning and
appreciation in the work they do, which can
lead to reduced stress and decreased physical
and mental health issues like heart disease,
high blood pressure, anxiety and depression.
It provides a sense of purpose and allows
you to gain valuable experience. And by
volunteering you are creating new relationships
and strengthening existing ones. By
participating in a positive activity together,
volunteers grow closer to each other and
the community members they are serving.

As beneficial — and necessary — as
volunteering is to our community, not all of
us have the time or the resources to devote
to an on-going volunteer position. Not to
worry, my good-hearted neighbors. There
are plenty of other ways to give back without
the commitment of becoming a full-fledged
volunteer.

Give Back and
You'll Get Back.

“Locals Care” explores what it means
to “live local” and how we can help
each other make our community
even stronger by supporting each
other. Send your ideas, questions,
topics — and even your complaints
— about living local and showing
our neighbors we care to editor@
residentnews.net.

* The most obvious way to supportlocal
charities is to give money. It can be a
one-time gift, a recurring pledge or, if
you're feeling really generous, add a
charitable bequest to your will.

* Another no-brainer is donating clothes
and shoes to alocal thrift shop or church.

FULL SERVICE
MOVING &

HUGO'S
INTERIORS

CROSBY DESIGNS

CALL 904.396.2233

SPECIALIZING
IN HIGH END
FURNITURE,
ANTIQUES
AND ART

A/C and climate controlled

Open Monday - Friday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm

HUGO’S INTERIORS

3139 Philips Hwy. 32207 | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com

(Pro tip: Make sure they are accepting
donations before you pack them up.)

* Purchase items from an organization’s
wish list, like Wolfson Children’s Hospital
and Friends of Jacksonville Animals,
and have them shipped directly. You
don’t even have to leave your house.

e Leave books at a little freelibrary or
non-perishable items at a mini food
pantry. (Check out littlefreelibrary.org
and littlefoodpantry.org for locations
and keep an eye out for them while
you're exploring the neighborhood.)

* Contribute artsupplies or other classroom
necessities to your child’s classroom.
(Better hold on to any book donations
for the time being. Wink-wink.)

 Patronize businesses that give back to
the community like V Pizza, that donates
free meals and other resources to
individuals undergoing cancer treatment
and their families; Bitty & Beau'’s Coffee,
that employs individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities; and
Hamburger Mary’s, that hosts Charity
Bingo every Monday with funds raised
going to local non-profits.

* Become a member of a cultural
organization like MOSH or the Cummer
Museum of Art & Gardens or give a
membership as a gift. (Bonus: Members
get free general admission for a year
and other perks.)

* Give blood. In just 30 minutes, you can
save two lives.

¢ Attend a special event like Fin Fest,
benefitting the Jacksonville Speech and
Hearing Center, coming up May 13 at
Timuquana Country Club. (Pick up a
copy of our free Social Date Book and
Charity Register, and you'll find plenty
other charity events to choose from.
And don't forget to bid on those silent
auction items!)

* Buy gift cards from local nonprofits like
Theatre Jacksonville or Goodwill.

¢ Join Target Circle (it’s free) and earn
votes for local charities to split $15,000
quarterly. Recent recipients include
Volunteers in Medicine, Girls Who Code
and NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness).

e Talkto afriend or share a post on social
media aboutanonprofits thatis important
to you.

¢ Finally, eat at one of 14 Jacksonville
restaurants, including bb’s, Biscottis,
Black Sheep, Carmines Pie House,
European Street-San Marco, The Garage,
Hamburger Mary’s, Lola’s Burrito Joint
and Restaurant Orsay, on April 27 for
Dining Out for Life. As part of the event,
participating restaurants are donating
a minimum of 25% of sales to NFAN
(Northeast Florida AIDS Network).

And for those of you who are interested in
an ongoing volunteer experience, there are
more than 50 nonprofits located in The
Resident’s service area ranging from animal
rescues to art galleries including:

AIDS Memorial Project of Northeast Florida:
jaxaidsmemorialproject.com, Aging True:
agingtrue.org, American Red Cross: redcross.
org, Angels for Allison: angelsforallison.org
Animal Care and Protective Services: bit.ly/
COJACPS, Ascension St. Vincent's Riverside
Hospital: healthcare.ascension.org, Baptist
Medical Center: baptistjax.com, Boy Scouts
of America: nfcscouting.org, Champion
Women: championwomen.org, Changing
Homelessness: bit.ly/changinghomelessness,
CIL (Center for Independent Living):
ciljacksonville.org, Cummer Museum of Art
& Gardens: cummermuseum.org, DLC Nurse
& Learn: dlcnl.org, Family Support Center:
fssjax.org, FemArt Gallery: femartgallery.org
Friday Musicale: fridaymusicale.com, Friends
of Jacksonville Animals: friendsofjaxanimals.
com, Friends of the Library: jaxpubliclibrary.
org, Gateway: gatewaycommunity.com, Girl
Scouts of Gateway Council: girlscouts-gateway.
org, Girls on the Run: gotrnefl.org, Greenscape:
greenscapeofjax.org, Garden Club of
Jacksonville: gardenclubjax.org, The Honey
Pot Bike Collective: facebook.com/
honeypotbikes, Hope at Hand: hopeathand.
org, Hope Haven: hope-haven.org, Hunger
Fight: hungerfight.org, JASMYN: jasmyn.
org, JCA: jcajax.org, Junior Achievement of
Florida's First Coast: northflorida.ja.org,
Junior League: jljacksonville.org, Kamp
Kritter: kampkritter.com, Life South Community
Blood Centers: lifesouth.org, The Lotus
Flower Project/Kamala’s Kloset:
thelotusflowerproject.org, Love Cleans:
instagram.com/thewelljax, Memorial Park
Association: memparkjax.org, Murray Hill
Preservation Association: murrayhilljax.
com, Museum of Science and History:
themosh.org, Northeast Florida Healthy
Start Coalition: nefhealthystart.org, One
Blood: oneblood.org, Pine Castle: pinecastle.
org, PFLAG: pflag.org, Riverside Arts Market:
riversideartsmarket.org, Riverside Avondale
Preservation: riversideavondale.org,
Renaissance Jax: renaissancejax.org, Ronald
McDonald House Charities: rmhcjacksonville.
org, San Marco Preservation Society: smpsjax.
com, St. Johns Riverkeeper: stjohnsriverkeeper.
org, Stronger than Stigma: strongerthanstigma.
org, Theatre Jacksonville: theatrejax.com,
Wolfson Children’s Hospital: wolfsonchildrens.
com, Yellow House: yellowhouseart.org
Yoga 4 Change: y4c.org.
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BY SUSANNA P. BARTON
Resident Community News

Last month, we wagged our tails with gratitude
forall the house pet friends in our neighborhoods.
This month let’s give some love to the creatures
who make their homes in hidden dens, nests
and holes and share the dark, wild spaces
beyond our fences and hedges. As author
Maurice Sendak said in his famous children’s
book, “Let the wild rumpus start!”

First, I acknowledge this could be one of
the more controversial “Thank You Notes”
columns. I'will say straight away I LOVE seeing
foxes in our neighborhood and consider them
a harbinger of good fortune. I am grateful
they exist. They remind me that nature was
here before my pollen-covered yard, weeds
and old landscaping. You may not feel this
way. You might have small crusty white dogs
or chickens that have been taken out by foxes,
hawks and other wildlife. I am so sorry that
was your experience. Butit does not diminish
the gratitude I feel for these furry, feathered
neighbors and I plan to prattle on about them
for atleast a few more paragraphs. So, if this
offends you or compels you to call your local
wildlife removal service in an angry panic,
save us all an apoplectic moment and just.
Stop. Reading.

So back to the foxes. They are beautiful,
mythical animals. From time to time, a skulk
will take up residence on an empty lot in the
neighborhood. Life is good when this happens.
They scream bloody murder at each other at
night, which is invigorating and makes us feel
like we are pioneers living on the edge of
wilderness, like the Duttons from “Yellowstone.”
If you're willing to wake up before sunrise
— especially on trash days (which is now
WEDNESDAYS, by the way) — you will
encounter them loping across the streets from

one box bush and lamp shadow to the next,
often pausing to lock their gaze with yours - if
you are lucky and still and awed.

Ifeel lucky when I see foxes on early morning
loops through Granada. I always stop and
admire their saunter. There’s something so
purposeful and regal about their neighborhood
walkabout. Like the rest of us, they’re just
trying to provide for their families — and like
most of us, they can get down on some fresh
chicken, too, which unlike humans, gives
foxes a real bad rap.

Sadly, this fox-magicis usually a short-lived
experience. Empty lots make way for new
homes, concerned residents make calls for
extermination or the foxes simply make their
way to another neighborhood — and then
it’s boring and quiet in our neighborhood
again for a long spell. I'm always happy,
though, when they return. I love watching
nature win.

My friend, Laura Carriere, sent me photos
recently of a coyote sneaking around a
neighbor’s yard near Vale Orchard and San
Jose Boulevard. My reaction was “omg, cool!”
Her response was, “Is it though?” While I like
itwhen nature reclaims its territory and messes
with our sense of comfort boundaries, I can’t
deny it imperils our beloved small dogs, cats
and chickens. Something to consider, I suppose.

Raccoons are another story. They are smart,
and super cute with freakishly adorable tiny
hands — but they are very messy. They love
trash days more than foxes do and are not shy
about pilfering through your cans for the good
stuff. We have family in Ortega who spent
months trying to keep raccoons out of their
trash and I’'m not sure how that was resolved,
but it was a process. I do think if you make
your trash cans inaccessible, racoons eventually
will move on and rankle someone else’s litter
program.

Possums are not my favorite either, but they
can provide some evening entertainment
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when you let the dogs out in the backyard,
and they are discovered. Like foxes, they scary
scream. A ruckus always ensues if dogs are
involved. I'll never forget our springer spaniel,
Bud, prancing out into the floodlights with a
possum in his mouth. We hollered and stomped
for Bud to drop the darn thing — you should
have seen that creature’s death-defying
performance. Creepy. But very Mutual of
Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, nonetheless. It was
definitely more exciting than those run of the
mill squirrels and rats, which tend to build
nests in our crawl spaces before they die and
leave gaggy bad smells - and take up residence
in Karen, my pristine little Lexus. (Yes, this
happened and yes, itwas TERRIFYING.) [am
generally NOT grateful for squirrels and rats.
Or skunks. Or snakes. I did see some nutria
atthat gamey pond behind the Walgreens on
St. Augustine Road a few years ago and I was
grateful their habitat was a good three miles
away from my house.

Bring on the birds, though. There’s nothing
more bucolic than watching cardinals and
bluebirds and other small birds zip around
through the trees and bushes. I even appreciate
those confused song birds that start chirping
at too-early-thirty right by my bedroom
window, calling sunrise in the dark of night
when I want to sleep in. And don’t get me
started on the bigger birds — the owls, the
hawks, the eagles. Their presence way up in
the tallest trees and streetlights is regal beyond
measure. Plus, they airlift those nasty rats out
of our yards and into their gullets. I also love
seeing egrets and herons and lost seagulls
swooping over busy roadways and medians,
just doing their Florida thing.

AndI'd be totally remiss if I didn’t mention
the TURKEYS — yes TURKEYS — we had in
San Marco a few months back. These
neighborhood sightings made my turkey-
hunting-husband go mad. He stalks these big
dumb beautiful birds all year long in the deep
Florida and Georgia woods, sleuthing out
their habits and their mating patterns and
their turkey ways so when turkey season opens
in the spring he is READY. All that, and those
gobblers were strutting around just down the
street in Alexandria Oaks Park. That’s some
nerve.

Ducks are also pretty cool. Apparently, a
couple of ducks have made their way back to
the Duck Pond south of San Marco Square.
That’s good news, because what'’s a duck pond
without ducks? Their return also means the
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water is regaining its health, which also is
good news. I wonder if the same is true for
Riverside Park?  haven’t been there in a while,
butIthinkithad some workto do in the water
cleanliness and duck friendliness department.

I'll end on alligators. Nothing represents
#FloridaLife more than these large reptiles of
the Crocodilian order. They remind us that
Florida nature — especially in the swamps
and waterways around our beautiful
neighborhoods — is powerful and wild,
uncompromising and robust. Alligators are
the species nominated by their animal peers
to keep us human folk in check. That’s why
every now and then they gobble up a big dog
or take down an adult human or small child
loitering too close to the water’s edge, even
at Disney World. So, we go on about our lives,
mindful of their presence, respectful of their
strength — and cognizant of our pets’ proximity
to them.

Wildlife is a blessing — a “wild rumpus” of
the highest order — and we are fortunate to
share our community with so much ofit.

Susanna Barton secretly hopes
she’ll see a sasquatch, yeti or
chupacabra on an early morning
walk one day because that
would really take living in this
neighborhood up a notch. She
has lived in a house on Granada
Park with her husband David,
their children Ben and Marley
and geri-dog Dot for 25-plus
years. She has written for The
Jacksonville Business Journal,
The Resident, Jacksonville
University and The Bolles School
during her professional life in
Jacksonville and is now
exploring the realms of early
retirement. She really enjoys
embarrassing-mom-walk
exercising later in the morning,
napping, reading and catching
some rays. Each month, she will
share reflections on
neighborhood qualities for which
she is grateful.

e Network set-up

rtega Computer Repair

\ ® Computer clean-up
e |nstallation & consultation
® Small business & home

Bryan Arnold
904.410.0127

Ocr.410.0127@gmail.com
www.OrtegaComputerRepair.com

2 ime for & Ve Pattress!

We also just received tons of

\b
o

paStrleS & gOOdleS for &{te}"/f‘/ One of Jacksonville’s best kept secrets

Come see our HUGE selection at . Jor discount furniture & morel

VIKTOR'S
PAYLESS

UE | HOURS: TUE-SAT 9-5:30 | 904.786.5424 | VIKTORSPAYLESS.COM




Stop by and browse our wide selection of
WATCHES, RARE COINS, JEWELRY, STAMPS and
COLLECTIBLES, or trade your valuables for CASH.

A-Coin offers the finest rates in town on all sorts of
valuables. Simply pay us a visit as soon as you can!

Our friendly and knowledgeable staff
members are prepared to offer an honest
rate that will be difficult to pass up.

H00001898 *
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JACKSONVILLE'S PREMIER DEALER OF COINS, CURRENCIES AND COLLECTIBLES

A=-COIN & STAMP

WWW.A-COIN.COM | 904.733.1204
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, FL | Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm

Bank and House Calls Available for Large Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”

WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX CORPORATION OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES NOR ENDORSED BY ROLEX IN ANY WAY. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS. A-COIN IS KNOWN WORLDWIDE, AND OUR INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS ASSURE YOU OF SELLING TO THE COMPANY WITH THE WIDEST CLIENTELE OF ANY OTHER. WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST CASH PRICES. PLEASE NOTE... THERE IS NO
OBLIGATION TO SELL.. NO CHARGE FOR OUR EXPERTS TO EVALUATE YOUR TREASURES. MINIMUM PURCHASES APPLY. A-COIN IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX USA. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES
ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS.
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THEWAY WEWERE

Mary Virginia
Skinner Jones

BY MARY WANSER
Resident Community News

Mary Virginia Skinner Jones came into the
world at St. Vincent’s Hospital in May 1928
as the youngest child and only girl of Chester
and Virginia Skinner, natives of Georgetown,
South Carolina. Four years later, her father
founded Meadowbrook Farms Dairy in San
Jose Forest.

Mary Virginia Skinner Jones in 2022 at her
childhood home on Meadowbrook Farms

The family home sat adjacent to the dairy,
and so it was on that land that Mary Virginia,
atomboy, shared the adventures of farm life
with her two older brothers, Chester and
Brightman, the middle names they were
referred by. She loved growing up in the
country, where she always felt safe. Playing
in the haybarn, riding the horses used for
herding cows, roller-skating on the milking
floor, and floating in wooden washtubs down
Christopher Creek were among the simple
pleasures the three enjoyed while their mom
welcomed folks through the back kitchen
door to share her home cooking, as these
were the days of the Great Depression.

At 13, while sitting with her family in their
study and listening to a sporting event on
the radio after Sunday service at Riverside
Park Methodist Church, Mary Virginia heard
the interrupting news announcement that
Pearl Harbor had been bombed. Soon after,
Chester and Brightman entered the military,
and high school girls started dating the Navy
men training in Jacksonville.

Mary Virginia’s early schooldays were spent
at South Jacksonville Grammar School, now
The Lofts San Marco. Her parents had intended
for her to attend Bartram School for Girls
afterwards, but Mary Virginia persuaded
them that co-ed Landon High would suit her
better. She joined the Lionette drill team and
the cheer squad, finding it great fun. Often,
her cheer friends would drive over the red
bricks of Old St. Augustine Road to practice
in the Skinners’ front yard. They usually
performed locally at what was then called
Fairfield Stadium, but once, they cheered at
the Miami Orange Bowl.

By 14, Mary Virginia was working in the
family business, driving a tractor to bring
cornstalks from the field to the silo so they
could be used as fodder. At the end of the
week, she enjoyed standing in line with the
other workers to collect her paycheck.
Sometimes, Mary Virginia would hunt on
that land with her dad. One day, she killed
two turkeys with a single shot.

At 16, with both brothers off to college,
Mary Virginia gained use of Little Henry, the
family’s black Model A Ford. It had four doors
and plenty of room for transporting her
friends to San Marco Theatre for a movie, to
the drug store next door for sodas and snacks,
or the lanes nearby for bowling. Though Mary
Virginia considered herself somewhat shy,
by senior year in 1945, she was so popular
that she won the Best All Around trophy and
had been elected president of Senior Girls.

With psychology as a major and sociology
as a minor, Mary Virginia completed college
at Agnes Scott in Atlanta, Georgia. Upon
returning home, she taught third grade for
a short while at what was then duPont
Elementary School. In January 1952, at the
same Methodist church she would attend
with her family, she married Mac Jones,
whom she had met on a blind date.

The newlyweds moved to Elizabeth City,
North Carolina, where Mac was stationed as
a midshipman. While there, their first child,
Malcolm, was born. The family of three moved
backto Jacksonville, and Mac joined his father
at Graham-Jones Paper Co. near Myrtle Avenue
and Logan Street. They soon became a family
of four when their second son, Ned, was born,
and then five with the birth of Ginny.

Mary Virginia raised her three children in
the same San Jose area where she and her
two brothers had grown up. As a family, they
were active members of Southside Methodist
Church. Once her youngest had entered
school, Mary Virginia picked up a tennis
racket and has been a member of San Jose
Country Club’s team ever since. She’d be on
the court whenever she wasn’t serving in one
school leadership role or another.

Just as she used to cheer for Landon’s team
in years prior, Mary Virginia would cheer for
Malcolm on the football field, Ned in the
pool, and Ginny on the volleyball court. All
three had inherited her love of sports. She’d
even feed honey to Ned’s swim team at meets,
whatever it took to support her children and
their activities, whether locally through

Mary Virginia Skinner Jones on hunting day, circa 1940
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The Skinner Family,

elementary and high school, or out of state
for championship events at their respective
universities, where she later established
endowment funds in their names.

Now, at 94, Mary Virginia retains her love
of sports and fun. She’s still a Gator fan and
has plenty of paraphernalia to prove it. She
still joins her tennis team for Thursday lunches
when she’s not able to play,
and she would never think to
boast that none but she had
one time dined with Virginia
Wade on Wade’s English estate.
She’s part of a two-table bridge
club with a group of lifelong
friends, including Nancy Mahon
and Nancy Edwards.

Mary Virginia still travels,
too, and can be packed in five
minutes, just as Mac had always
joked. She says that the
destination doesn’t matter.
Sometimes, it’s to their home
in Cashiers, North Carolina.
Sometimes, it’s shopping in
Atlanta, Georgia. Sometimes,
it’s to Ginny’s in Tampa. Soon,

1940s: Charles Brightman, Virginia Brightman, Arthur Chetr, Arthur Chester Jr., Mary Virginia
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has enjoyed seeing Jacksonville grow into
the city it is today.

Since Mac died in 2019, Mary Virginia has
sold their San Jose Forest home and purchased
an Epping Forest townhouse, which she had
renovated. She described her new neighbors
as kind and sweet. She introduced herself to

she’ll be traveling to the
graduation of one of her five
grandchildren in Birmingham,
Alabama. In earlier days, she had sailed on
the QE2 to Europe and flown to Japan.

For many years, Mary Virginia had
volunteered as a Pink Lady at St. Luke’s
Hospital and served on the board of the
Y.W.C.A. She supports Seamark Ranch, The
Bolles School and the Jacksonville Symphony,
too, believing that every city should have
one. She holds membership in the Watsonia
and Hibiscus Garden Circles of the Garden
Club of Jacksonville.

Though in her modesty Mary Virginia
usually prefers her generosity be concealed,
her lineage is woven into the fabric of the
city. Portions of the
thousands of acres of
land that her father
had owned hold
today’s St. Johns Town
Center, Seven Pines,
and the University
of North Florida
(UNF) — making
the Skinners
instrumental in
Jacksonville’s
history and
particularly that
of the school, as
Mary Virginia and
her brothers
donated the land
for UNF’s original
campus and

The Skinners: Mary Virginia, Chester, and Brightman

them by hosting a cocktail party for everyone
on the street. She walks through the
neighborhood daily, visits the mansion for
a glass of wine occasionally, eats well always,
works out with a trainer regularly and drives
herself wherever she needs to go.

Mary Virginia has always loved fulfilling
the role of hostess and cooking for her close
friends, whom she chooses wisely, as well as
her large family, which now includes eight
great-grandchildren. With the approach of
her 95th birthday in May, she is planning a
luncheon for 50 girlfriends and a gathering
for family at her home in Atlantic Beach.

subsequent

expansion. She Mary Virginia Sk

Landon High School, 1945,
Inner Jones is 3rd from right, 7th from left



The medical specialists at our JTB Kernan facility
are available for preventive health screenings,
injury and illness visits, and surgical consultations.
Imaging services are also available by appointment or referral.
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UF Health East
NOW OPEN

UF Health East is part of a new three-story, 54,000 square-foot medical facility,
offering specialty appointments, as well as outpatient surgeries and MRI services.

« Foot and Ankle » Orthopaedic Surgery
Multispecialty services at General Surgery « Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
UF Health East include: *Neurology » Urology
- Neurosurgery «Vascular Surgery
» Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery ~ «Women's Specialists

e E
: 5191 First Coast Tech Parkway
UFHeal&l : Jacksonwville, FL 32224

EAST

Visit UFHealthJax.org/east to learn more.
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Samir Boulos Salem

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
Resident Community News
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FEBRUARY 7, 1951 - MARCH 9, 2023

COMMUNITY! The dictionary has a lengthy definition of
community which includes fellowship and commonality,
but the best definition is summed up as: SAM SALEM and
WHITEWAY DELI. Since 1975 after taking over his dad’s
business in Riverside, Sam and Hanan Salem with his sister
Anne and his mother, have welcomed generations of people
from all over Jacksonville to enjoy the sandwiches and
camaraderie of the family-owned gathering place. Known
far and wide for the “best tabouli on earth,” and the friendliest
faces, Whiteway was a home away from home for several
generations. On his retirement in 2016 Sam stated in his
Letter to Whiteway friends: “Three things make Whiteway
special: the familiarity, the comradery and the food. People
call Whiteway an institution. I don’t see it that way. Our
customers are the real institution.”

PHOTOGRAPHS! Over 70,000 photos of customers and family
were displayed on the walls, posters and in albums. Stuart
Boline said, “These photos reflect Sam'’s love of people and his
great spirit. Sam touched so many lives and always beamed a
smile to all he knew and those he just met” Dr. George Trotter
remarked, “Sam was so dapper and pleasant. He and his family
are wonderful people. We joked about the photos. I always said,
“NO. I'm on the witness protection program.”

Sam Salem was born in Ramallah, Palestine and immigrated
to the U.S.in 1957, grew up in Riverside and graduated from
Robert E. Lee High School in 1969. Besides helping his father

after school at the deli, he played basketball and baseball at
Willowbranch Park with his brother Charles and friend Billy
Finch. Billy recalls going into the Salem’s store 60 years ago
to buy comic books and an RC Cola. He said, “I walked from
our house on Forbes Street to their house on Green Street
and Mr. Salem would drive Charlie, Sammy and me to John
Gorrie and then take Anne to Lee. Sammy was always ‘the
little brother” We played ball all over the neighborhood. My
dad would stand at the deli counter and talk to Mr. Salem
for hours.” Cousin Louis Ballantyne wrote in a remembrance
that he enjoyed courtside chats at Boone Park while watching
Ryan, Paul or Hanan play tennis. “Sam’s favorite topics were
The BOSS, Daytona 500, cycling and of course, family.” Pat
Hazouri, a high school friend, remembers that Sam loved
fast cars and scooted around in his Rambler. (Later on, he
advanced to a Porsche.)

On a trip to Buffalo, New York to visit relatives Sam met
his beautiful bride-to-be Hanan. She told of how they dated
long-distance for about a year. “I graduated from high school
in June and got married July 26, 1975, then moved to
Jacksonville. Eventually my parents followed me here. We
have an extended family, and our customers were our family.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 43 ...
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Discover the
right plan to meet
weight-loss goals

Ask questions during your one-on-one
consultation with a doctor who listens

The decision to have weight-loss surgery is personal. So is how we

care for you. Our experienced weight-loss specialists are ready to
answer your questions and be a partner in your journey. Your doctor

will work with you to create a personalized plan. Schedule a consultation
close to home. Appointments are available.

ﬁ Schedule a consultation.
ascension.org/StVincentsWeightLoss

Ascension
St.Vincent’s

Weight-loss results may vary depending on the individual. There is no guarantee of specific results.

© Ascension 2023. All rights reserved.
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MEMORIES: There is an outpouring of
stories and love for Sam and his family on
social media and the Legacy website all noting
his generosity and kindness. The Salems have
three children — Amanda Salem Mackoul,
Ryan, and Paul (Jamie.) True to form Sammy
and Hanan (called Cedo and Tata — Arabic
for grandfather and grandmother) posted
photos of their grandchildren — Jackson and
Alden Salem and Olivia and Frank Mackoul
on social media at every opportunity —
jumping on trampolines, getting awards,
acting and singing in productions, swimming,
playing basketball, at the beach, the zoo,
pretend sword fighting at Riverside Park and
Sam riding bicycles with the kids. Each photo
is a testimony to love and family devotion.
When Frank was born Sam remarked in a
post “another joy in my life.”

Bicycling as well as tennis was a lifelong
passion for this exuberant man. Riding buddy
and friend Tony Nasrallah explained that they
started out at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church at
6:30 am twice a week and traveled 10 or 12
miles through Ortega Forest and back. The
men have alonghistory as Nasrallah’s grandfather
and uncles developed the Nasrallah building
which is Whiteway Corner. Tony reminisced
about skipping school atlunch time and hiding
out in the back room at Whiteway to eat.

THE BACKROOM: The gathering place for
reunions, planning sessions, including meetings
for the Jacksonville Artists Guild, board meetings
(as well as a hideout for errant schoolboys.)
Jim Love held his monthly business sessions
at Whiteway. Daisy Miller Davidson recalls
family meetings in the back room. Called River
Club West, Whiteway was the gathering place
for the “high rollers, the Big Shots and the
everyday Joes.” Davidson said, “The regulars

— prominent men in the community — sat
at the center table and talked. You could get
all the local news just by listening. All the
critical moments of my life have been
accompanied by a sandwich from Whiteway.
Every day while a student at Riverside Baptist
Day School I ate a sandwich from Whiteway
(Sam was so handsome — all of the girls had
a crush on him); we got food for picnics, for
football games, every occasion. Sam always
knewwhatyouwanted, remembered everything.
The first place I went after my engagement
was to Whiteway. Of course, Sammy took a
photo. While recovering from a car wreck and
hobbling around on crutches I'd go in the
back door and eat in the kitchen to avoid the
crowd. His mother would be in the back
chopping parsley for the tabouli. I've walked
in, no wallet, he’d say pay me later. You were
fed in so many ways. Not just physically but
spiritually. Sam and Hanan and Sam’s sister
Anne were the heart of everything.”

THE SANDWICHES: Hanan said the first
named sandwich was “The Amanda Special”
named after their daughter. Then there was
“The Anne Beard Special” Shaara Swallow
said she would drive all the way from the
beach to get the “Dr. Long.” The Drs. McClow,
Clark and Berk ordered 20 sandwiches a week
for their meetings according to Becky Rood
who worked for the group at St. Vincent's.
She said, “I always got the same thing Turkey,
tabouli, and slaw on pita bread with the
famous potato salad. The “Dr. Berk” sandwich.
After Saturday rehearsals, dancers from Baggs
Studio of Ballet chasséd down King Street to
Whiteway for lunch. But it wasn’t just a
sandwich. Sam’s compassion and kindness
provided nourishment for the bodies and
spirits of his Whiteway friends.

The Salem Family

THE LEGACY: Besides his personal
contribution to people’s lives, Sam was a
trustee for MOSH, active in St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church, Riverside Avondale
Preservation Society, the Park and King
Merchants Association, St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, the Ramallah American Club and
was supportive of the former Riverside Arts
Festival. Cookie Davis remarked, “He believed
in his community and supported it ”

Sam’s service, with several hundred attendees,
was held at St. George Antiochian Orthodox
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NOW OPEN
A beautiful place to celebrate special lives.

We’'ll help you plan a celebration of life defined by professionalism,
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compassion and attention to detail that is second to none.
> Celebration of life event center
> State-of-the-art technology
> Full catering and alcohol/beverage services
> Venue customization options

NJ ’ , President
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Church with the Very Reverend Father Kamil
Al — Rahil officiating and daughter Amanda
delivering the moving eulogy. He is survived
by his siblings Lily, Anne, Charles (Sharon)
and his wife, children and grandchildren.

Sam fed Jacksonville with wonderful food,
his smiling face, his humor and stories that
made you smile. A friend commented that
he hoped to touch as many people’s lives in
a positive way as Sam did.” Gordon Terry
stated, “He left this world a little better with
a life well lived.”
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Visit us today for more information.
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1285 St. Johns Pkwy. | St. Johns
904-342-1011 | HGStJohns.com




Peace of mind that comes to you.
Book the the Baptist Health Mobile Mammography Unit.

The Buddy Bus provides breast cancer detection services
across Northeast Florida including Baker, Clay, Duval, Nassau,
Putnam and St. Johns counties.

The Buddy Bus will come to your office, event or venue and
provide 3D screening mammograms in a convenient setting.
Our bus offers a comfortable waiting area, private dressing
rooms and a complete exam room staffed with board-certified
technologists.

Once you've booked the Bus, Baptist Health will schedule

3D screening mammograms using the same insurance
authorization process used for our other brick-and-mortar
locations.

To learn more and request the Buddy Bus for your —_
organization or event, visit baptistjax.com/buddy BAPTIST

or scan the QR code. L HEALTH

© Baptist Health 2023






