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Voter Information
for Upcoming
Runoff Elections

Jacksonville’s next mayor, property
appraiser and several city council
representatives will be decided during the
May 16 election.

Daniel Davis (REP) and Donna Deegan
(DEM) are the candidates who advanced
to the mayoral runoff election following
the Duval County First Unitary Electionin

March. Joining them in
their own respective

2023 runoff elections,
W specific to The Resident
readership are:
Property Appraiser:

Jason Fischer (rep)
AND

Joyce Morgan (DeEm)

City Council At-Large Group 5:
Charles Garrison (pem)
AND

Chris Miller (rep)

City Council District 7:
Joseph Hogan (rep)
AND

Jimmy Peluso (pem)

City Council District 9:

Mike Muldoon (rep)
AND

Tyrona Clark-Murray (0em)

Runoff elections will also be held for city
council seats in districts 2, 8, 11.and 14.

Early voting begins May 1thru May 14.
During this period, registered voters can
visit any of the early voting sites to cast
their ballots. Alist of early voting sites and
operating hours s available at the Supervisor
of Elections (SOE) website (www.
duvalelections.gov).

On May 16, voters must visit their
designated precincts. Voting precincts are
listed on voter information cards; those
unsure of their precinct can look it up on
the SOE website as well by selecting
“Precinct Finder” under “Voter Information.”
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IN HOMES BY MAY 5, 2023

Brittany Glenas, Charlotte Gaffett, Eric Fein and Ashlee Fein

Exuberance at
ExZ00berations

Guests enjoyed French cuisine and beverages
at the 26th annual ExZOOberation.

It was an evening of mystique and wonder at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ 26th annual
ExZ00beration. The fundraising event offered “Cirque de Zooleil”-themed entertainment, food and
garden displays, as well as live and silent auctions.

READ MORE ON PAGE 24

Raymond Reid, Jim Daniel, Shaun Van Rensburg and Steve Pajcic

Fundraising ‘Fore’a Cause

Golfers and friends brought their best clubs and top game to join in the friendly competition
that was the annual Yard Course and Back Nine charity fundraiser event hosted by The Law Firm
of Pajcic & Pajcic in Avondale on Saturday, April 1. The yearly golf event is held to benefit the
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid and offered various elements including celebrity shoot-outs and
closest-to-the-pin competitions. READ MORE ON PAGE 31

\
FOREVER\ETS

Mother’s
Day
May
l 4th
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Friends Marsha und Rundy George and Troy und Mlchele Harris took

advantage of the beautiful weather to bike from ane home to the next.

A DAY OF HISTORY
AND DESIGN

Riverside and Avondale neighbors and visitors walked,
biked and drove throughout the community to visit
the homes and points of interest on the map for the
49th annual Home Tour, hosted by Riverside Avondale
Preservation (RAP). READ MORE ON PAGE 28

Bernlce Parker, Duzanne Perritt and Gloria Thomus

CELEBRATING SPRING

Springisinbloom and the Garden Club of Jacksonville
celebrated by holding its 2023 Blooms Galore and
More Preview Party. This exclusive, ticketed event
was held on Friday, April 7, giving guests a sneak
peek at and best selection of the plants from the
following day’s Blooms Galore and More event, while

enjoying beverages and live music.
READ MORE ON PAGE 33

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WWW.FOREVERVETS.COM | 204.2191 TO HELP CELEBRATE, SOTHE YOUR PET'S SKIN WITH
580 COLLEGE STREET, JACKSONVILLE o frivinmmrierhdl

VALID MAY 1 - 31, 2023
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TO THE EDITOR

| so loved seeing the front cover photo of the
March issue!

| enjoyed reading about the Fun & Flair Fashion
Show event from Dillards at NFSSE’s 12th annual
Heart of the Runway fashion show. Your covering
and highlighting the special people and families in
our community was awesome. My twin was born with
Down Syndrome and it made my heart smile as he’s no longer here.

I travel a lot for my work. I'm so glad | have your newspaper to read on the
plane on Riverside/Avondale/ Ortega/ Murray Hill to keep me informed on our beautiful city.

Simply had to let you know | (we) appreciate you!

Noreen Young -Makeup Artist and Educator

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Have you had a brain check lately? We faithfully schedule
appointments for our physical, visual and dental well-being —but when was the last time you did an
emotional and psychological assessment? In the current climate of discord how could anyone NOT
experience depression, anxiety, and a feeling of hopelessness- the cumulative stress of everyday living?
Add a diagnosed (or undiagnosed) mental illness into the mix and the oppressive emotional responses
can be overpowering.

The NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL ILLNESS (NAMI) states that suicide is the second leading cause
of death for children ages 10 - 14 in the U.S. and the third cause of death for ages 15-24. One in 5 adults
are diagnosed with a mental illness each year. Staggering statistics. But YOU ARE NOT ALONE! NAMI
Jacksonville offers help for those with mental illnesses and their families and caretakers.

EDUCATION- ADVOCACY -SUPPORT ! That is NAMI Jacksonville! Just reach out for help. DO NOT SUFFER
IN SILENCE. NAMI Jacksonville has many resources, workshops, classes, educational presentations, and
support groups for those with mental illness or disorders and their families — free, confidential and led
by NAMI volunteers — with more programming coming to address the needs of our community. Support
groups for families are available in-person or via Zoom. For a full listing go to namijacksonville.org/
programs. Helpline@namijax.org or Call : 904-323-4723 or 904-724-7782. Suicide Hotline: 988 Make
EVERY month mental health awareness month. END THE SILENCE and stigma attached to mental health.

Peggy Harrell Jennings -Mental Health Advocate

Ortega River Run Clarification

In our April edition, in the story “Ortega River Run Success for St. Mark’s,” the total amount of
proceeds from the event should have been reported as $84,000. We incorrectly listed it as
$22,000, which was the donation from the title sponsor, Ascension St. Vincents. We apologize
for the error.

——GOT NEWS? —
EMAIL US AT
editor@residentnews.net

Phone: (904) 388-8839
Fax: (904) 423-1183
1650-302 Margaret St. #310
Jacksonville, FL 32204
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The Resident is a monthly newspaper mailed to homeowners in Riverside, Avondale, Ortega, Murray Hill, San Marco, San Jose and St. Nicholas. For advertising information please call
904.388.8839. Editorial submissions are welcome, but subject to editing at the publisher’s discretion. Facts and statements expressed in the editorial content are not necessarily those of
The Resident. All content i copyrighted and may not be reprinted, copied or reproduced without written permission from the publisher. ©2023. Locally Owned and Operated.

AMARA

MED SPA

PONTE VEDRA BEACH . AVONDALE
TOWN CENTER . FERNANDINA . ST. AUGUSTINE

theamaramedspa.com

Aﬁlga r otted |
at Willowbranch Park

Resident reader Rick Pariani shared photos of an alligator spotted at Riverside’s
Willowbranch Park on April 13. The alligator was an estimated six-and-a-half feet in
length. According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, alligators
are readily found throughout Florida while crocodiles can be spotted in south Florida.

THE ACKERMAN ADVANTAGE IS

NOW AVAILABLE IN RIVERSIDE

Same and next day appointments
Whole patient care, personalized for you
All radiation therapies including

Access the advantages of individualized cancer care

with Ackerman Cancer Center and Dr. Paul Ossi

2 Shircliff Way, Suite 510, Jacksonville, FL 32204 | (904) 990-5250

ACKERMAN

CANCER CENTER

Dr. Paul Ossi
Chief of Radiation Oncology
St. Vincent's Riverside

AckermanCancerCenter.com
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Murray Hill
3 beds | 1 bath | 1,235 sf
$280,000

1379 Rensselaer Avenue

Avondale
2 beds | 1 bath | 829 sf
UNDER CONTRACT

ALISE FERRANTI ANN ABERCROMBIE

(904) 434-0767

(904) 382-1346

NATHAN MILLER
(904) 465-3001

LINDSEY BARTON
(904) 318-6911

ANA JULIAN
(904) 449-2596

SHEILA THOMPSON
(904) 625-7476

Style spotlight:

The Bungalow
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1230 Belvedere Avenue
Avondale
2 beds | 1 bath | 1,322 sf

$379,900

e~/

The bungalow is having a moment! This classic style is well represented in our historic neighborhoods.

Right size, right price, and full of charming details, these homes are all-time favorites for good reason.

1504 Pershing Road

Avondale
2 beds | 2 baths | 1,034 sf
$315,000

fe Street
Avondale

2 beds | 1 bath | 980 sf
SOLD

4813 Colonial Avenue
Lakeshore

2 beds | 2 baths | 1,349 sf
UNDER CONTRACT

We have larger homes available too!

Check our website frequently or set up an auto-search - we are preparing some fantastic homes for availability this summer!

CARRIE INMAN
(904) 707-8038

DOTTIE LOWELL
(904) 535-0136

ELIZABETH MEUX
(904) 704-1576

TED ALEXANDER
(904) 334-1892

TED MILLER
(904) 463-1731

TOM SANDLIN
(904) 237-0458

GRANT COOPER
(904) 878-3529

LESLIE RIOS WILKINS
(904) 476-4188

VIRGINIA OGLETREE
(904) 545-8609

WALTER WARE
(904) 759-8882

2905 CORINTHIAN AVENUE e Ortega Village » 904-388-0000

Savonrumity  REALTOR

MillerCompanyRealtors.com

o1 Like us on
@ n Facebook
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‘What's Up
on The SUP?’

San Marco and Riverside -
communities celebrate

the new Fuller Warren Shared- Use Path
fter a decade of anticipation, the Riverside, Avondale and San Marco communities
celebrated the opening of the Fuller Warren Shared-Use Path, affectionately

A dubbed “The SUP” by neighborhood and community leaders.
The Florida Department of Transportation held a ribbon cutting ceremony on

Thursday, April 6 to mark the bridge’s grand opening; a few days later, on Saturday,

the 8th, Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP) and San Marco Preservation Society
(SMPS) held their own celebrations.

“This represents Jacksonville,” said District 14 Council Member Randy DeFoor.

“It represents connectivity. It represents the fact that we are no longer just one

neighborhood after one neighborhood after one neighborhood, we are one city.

It represents a beacon of hope of our future.”

“I want to give a huge thank you not just to
the men and women in hard hats that actually
built this bridge and got it safe and ready for us
to travel on today but to the neighborhood
advocates — the Riverside Avondale Preservation
staff, the Riverside Arts Market staff that preceded
me — that 10 years ago showed up to the FDOT
community meetings and said if you're gonna
expand the Fuller Warren Bridge, you absolutely
must accommodate bicycles and pedestrians as
apartofthat project,” said RAP Executive Director
Shannon Blankinship. “That wasn't an easy sell,
but when we stick together as neighborhoods
and residents and fight for safer neighborhoods,
it works. So thanks to everyone for being here
today but thanks to everyone who was here 10
years ago and made this day possible.”

Led by the Ronan School of Music marching band, Blankinship, DeFoor, Jacksonville
historian Dr. Wayne Wood and St. Johns Riverkeeper Lisa Rinaman headed a procession
of Riverside community members to the midpoint on the bridge, where they waited
for their San Marco neighbors to join them.

- | think it's great,

Everyone's been
waitingonit.

It makes it more

of alivable city. ]

- STEVE LONG
Riverside Resident

DAVID YURMAN

CABLE EDGE"COLLECTION

AVAILABLE AT

AUNDERWMD'S

Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

© D.YURMAN 2023

| mean look around...

San Marco and Riverside community leaders and representatives gathered at the midpoint of the Fuller Warren SUP alongside
community members to celebrate this pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly connection between the two historic neighborhoods.

The San Marco side of the procession was led by SMPS President Lauren Carlucci,
SMPS Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Chair Brittany Hegi and District 5 Council Member
LeAnna Cumber and her aid, Debbi Pataky.

Participants waved signs and carried banners bearing “The SUP" logo designed by
Wingard. While not an official, FDOT-sponsored design, the branding was created in
collaboration with RAP at the end oflast year in anticipation of the opening of the bridge.

“Much like RAM is the name we give to the Riverside Arts Market, henceforth and
forever this is going to be The SUP” said Wood.

By the time Saturday’s community event arrived, Riverside resident Steve Long said
he'd already crossed the bridge a few times since its grand opening a few days prior.

“I think it's great, I mean look around,” he said. “Everyone’s been waiting on it. It
makes it more of a livable city.”

Once united on the bridge, the group posed for drone photographs and video footage
done by photographer Mark Krancer.

“I think the Shared-Use Path is more than just a bridge connecting two sides of a
river, two things,” said Carlucci. “It really connects us as people because a lot of times,
in Jacksonville, we drive places but to have the opportunity to walk and see your
neighbors and wave hello and have impromptu conversations really creates a greater
sense of community. We have that in San Marco and we have that in Riverside and
now that we have this Shared-Use Path, we can have that together.”

“It’s great. It's really exciting and it just shows
that when you have a plan — and a good plan
thatthe community’s behind — the community
will carry it forward,” said Cumber. “I'm just
so excited to have the two sides connected and
I look forward to what we can do under the
bridge to make it really family friendly and
just a really amazing part of the city.”

According to an FDOT press release, the
Fuller Warren Shared-Use Path was part of “the
$126 million operational improvements project
at I-10 and I-95.” The bridge consists of two
six-foot lanes for east/west travel across the
St.Johns River. It is 4,654 feet long. Pedestrians
or cyclists trying to cross it can access it from
Riverside Avenue, across from the Riverside
Arts Market or, alternately, Palm Avenue or the
riverfront sidewalk behind Nemours Children’s
Hospital in San Marco.

The opening of the Fuller Warren Shared-
Use Path marks the beginning of Jacksonville’s
transformation into a more interconnected,
pedestrian-friendly city. Additional projects like the Emerald Trail, the Riverside
Avondale Cultural Trail and the activation of the Riverwalk on both sides of the St.
Johns River are currently underway, all in different stages of design and /or construction.

Pedestrians and bicyclists crossing the
Fuller Warren SUP.

LARGE SELECTION
Finest Quality
Weaving Centers Of The World
Professional Cleaning and Repair _

3571 ST JOHNS AVE.
904)384-7111

Nestled in the Historic Shoppes ofAvondale
WWW. hooshang Iugs.co

Hours: Monday- Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m

lSales and Service for OVer 46 years ) I Like s on Facebook.conhooshangrigs

AT wlse Fa e A H TR £
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Motor and trailer to be included

Tickets purchased for this chance drawing benefit
Wolfson Children’s Hospital

WolfsonBassTournament.com
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A City Council
D[strict 7 Candidate
Jimmy Peluso

IDENTNEWS.NET | MAY 2023

City Council
District 7 Candidate
Joseph Hogan

(DEM) (REP)

with District 7 Candidates

Voters will return to the ballot boxes on May 16 to decide the runoff elections for several city seats, including the
mayor, property appraiser and city council representative for seven districts (2, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14 and At-Large Group 5]

Specific to The Resident’s readership is the runoff election is District 7 and its candidates, Joseph Hogan (REP] and
Jimmy Peluso (DEM). Ahead of the upcoming election, The Resident reached out to these candidates for a QA on
various issues and topics pertaining to Jacksonville as a whole.

Note: The responses below are sorted alphabetically and presented as submitted by the candidates, without any editing by The Resident staff.

Q1: WHAT QUALIFICATIONS/EXPERIENCE MAKES YOU THE BEST CANDIDATE TO REPRESENT DISTRICT 72

HOGAN: I have been around local politics since I was a kid. I understand how the system works and how relationships are key to getting things
accomplished. I intend to develop a healthy working relationship with every council member and the Mayors office to ensure we have the best
chances to direct our city on a positive path. Partisan politics and games are detrimental to the overall success of our city. As a builder [ have over
a decade of experience in planing and executing detailed projects. This skill set will be an asset as we consider and vote on large scale develop-
ment projects around the city. My time in the military has given me the ability to work with people from all walks of life and the structure to
remain focused on the task at hand with the attention to detail necessary to ensure desired outcomes.

PELUSO: I served on active duty in the Navy for 8 years, leading Sailors from diverse backgrounds to complete the mission. Alongside my service
in the Navy, my experience in Government Affairs has allowed me to learn the best practices for navigating the bureaucracy that Government so
frequently comes with. I want to leverage my skills in this arena with my knowledge built up on various boards- including RAP, Changing Home-
lessness, and the NE Florida Literacy Alliance- to improve living conditions for all aspects of District 7.

Q2: IF ELECTED TO THE CITY COUNCIL, WHAT IS THE TOP ISSUE YOU PLAN TO ADDRESS AND BE A LEADER ON?

HOGAN: Jacksonville has an aging infrastructure. We are going to be required to repair and replace major systems over the next several decades.
We need to be proactive and establish a comprehensive plan to pay for and update our systems in every neighborhood. I intend to work with the
council and the Mayors office to create a plan that will ensure our infrastructure is world-class and continues to remain functional and accessible
to the citizens of Jacksonville.

PELUSO: Parks, infrastructure, uplifting neighborhoods, improving transportation, and addressing homeless. Ambitious as it is, there has to be
more voices on City Council that are trying to address these issues. District 7 has a unique opportunity to be a leader on all of these fronts.

Q3: D0 YOU THINK THAT THE BOUNDARIES THAT WERE REDRAWN FOR DISTRICT 7 (AND OTHERS) ARE HELPFUL,
OR DETRIMENTAL T0 THE CURRENT STATE OF CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATION?

HOGAN: I think the process for selecting the new district lines was quite flawed and poorly timed. I do not think the end result created more
representation for certain demographics on the council as was the stated intention. If there was an argument for gerrymandering in the original
maps, I would argue that it still exists. If anything, we should probably except less black representation on the overall council makeup under the
new lines. However, as the saying goes, it is what it is.  am trying my best to be elected to District 7 and will work hard each day to represent every
community and individual in the district.

PELUSO: The purpose of the redistricting was to ensure there was more voting power for minority communities. By packing African-American
voters into four out of fourteen seats, it nearly ensured black and brown voters wouldn't have a large scale impact on district elections, despite
being over 30% of the population. On top of the demographics, I am highly critical of elected officials being so involved in creating a map that
benefits their incumbency. These new maps have the ability to provide more engagement and hopefully break the log-jam of candidates who are
from a political legacy.

Q4: WHAT IS YOUR POSITION ON HISTORIC STRUCTURES? DO WE SACRIFICE LOSING STRUCTURES FOR
GROWTH....OR DO YOU BELIEVE IN REPURPOSING AND PRESERVING OUR HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND TAKING
A STAND ALONG THESE LINES?

HOGAN: This will be a hard question to answer in brevity as it is a topic I am very interested in. I love historic buildings. I have worked on proj-
ects to restore and update older buildings. I also feel strongly about the inherent rights of a property owner to do as they please with their time
and resources, think “pursuit of happiness”. We need to have a mindset that is not intent on destroying the past and replacing it with the latest
and greatest objects of our time while also being intentional about innovation and excellence in our craft. Just because a building is old doesn't
mean it is great and at one point that building was new and on the cutting edge of best building practices. There is a healthy balance to main-

tain and property owners should be aware of any limitations or restrictions to their plans prior to obtaining ownership. I think it is important to
remain flexible and work to ensure that people with varying means are treated with respect and given every means possible to live their version of
life. I also think it is important to develop and maintain the character and charm that we have in so many of our historic neighborhoods.

PELUSO: Preserving our historic structures provides so much more character and investment in our city and we should be protecting these as-
sets where we can. Some of the homes in District 7 especially are over a hundred years old and we should actively work toward their preservation;
the repurposing of buildings such as where the Glass Factory currently occupies helps provide new life and interesting spaces for local growth and
community building.

Q5: IF YOU WERE TO WIN THE ELECTION, WHAT IS THE FIRST PIECE OF LEGISLATION YOU PLAN TO FILE?

The answer to our last question can be found online at residentnews.net
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Ed Alan Mariel Erica Diamond Wade
Akers Aptheker Benn Candlish Cusimano Davis Deazle De Los Santos Griffin Guiler
904-651-6676 904-982-3950 703-473-8082 904-652-5353 904-728-0981 904-219-0954 954-654-2135 954-439-5208 904-534-0969 904-707-7712

Ethel Tiffany Christina Seth Tina Allison Tripp Rosemarie Keith Zeke
Henry Hebert Jenkins Kimball Mattucci Mead Newsom Reynolds Sowin Tayag Van Cleve
904-477-6313 904-855-5495  904-214-6865 904-270-0210 904-710-3641 904-678-7355 904-234-6117 904-553-0015 904-314-4324 904-210-3818 904-535-4420

1056 W DORCHESTER DR - $899,000
5BR|5BA| 3,993 SQFT
Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DR - $2,590,000
6 BR|5FULLBA|2HB|7,341 SQFT
Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

2BR|2BA| 1,643 SQFT
Listed By Wade Giriffin | 904-534-0969

3BR|3FULLBA|1HB|2,574 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

1846 MARGARET ST 13A - $839,000 | 15734 WHITEBARK DR - $405,000

1947 EMILY GAIL CT - $390,000 1011 CATHCART ST - $339,500 10202 OLD KINGS RD - $315,000

12758 DUNNS VIEW DR - $345,000
4BR|3BA|2,437 SQFT 4BR|2BA| 1,967 SQFT 4 BR|3BA|2,147 SQFT 3BR|2BA| 1,872 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676 Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676 Listed By Erica Davis | 904-219-0954 Listed By Robert B Van Cleve | 904-535-4420

R

1285 WOODRUFF AVE - $279,500
3BR|2BA| 1,358 SQFT
Listed By Seth Kimball | 904-270-0210

5506 GALEWIND LN - $305,550
3BR|2FULLBA|1HB| 1,600 SQFT
Listed By Ethel Ann Henry | 904-477-6313

3BR|2BA| 1,425 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

3BR|1FULLBA|1HB| 1,364 SQFT
Listed By Edmund Akers | 904-651-6676

8022 MACINNES DR - $293,000 | 6471 FORDHAM CIR E - $290,000

3524 CORBY ST - $275,000 4428 SHIRLEY AVE - $270,000 2976 DELLWOOD AVE - $264,000 5739 SHOREWOOD RD - $150,000
3BR|1FULLBA|1HB]| 1,380 SQFT 3BR|1BA| 1,035 SQFT 3BR|2BA| 1,315 SQFT 3BR|1BA| 1,376 SQFT
Listed By Wade Griffin | 904-534-0969 Listed By Darlene Mariel Benn | 703-473-8082 Listed By Alan Aptheker | 904-982-3950 Listed By Erica Davis | 904-219-0954

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2023 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell @ 1
Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo and "We [E :
Never Stop Moving" are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. WARRANTY.
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Mosh Genesis Gains L.and and Funds for New
Northbank Facility

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

ast month saw plans progress for the
L new Museum of Science and History

(MOSH) Genesis along Jacksonville's
Northbank.

Atan April 11 city council meeting, the
council voted 15-to-1to approve Ordinance
2023-0184, which outlines, among other
agreements, a 40-year ground lease
agreement between the City of Jacksonville,
the Downtown Investment Authority (DIA)
and MOSH to lease approximately 2.5 acres
of city-owned land to the museum for its
new facility at $1 per year.

Council Member LeAnna Cumber was
the only vote against the legislation. At
the city council meeting, she expressed
her opposition of using public funds for
the new museum.

“We've got to stop expecting the taxpayers
to pay for everything,” she said.

Ordinance 2023-0184 also details plans
to build a city-owned park covering just
over four acres, “...of which 1.5 acres will
beajoint-use park located adjacent to the
ground lease parcel to be maintained by
MOSH.” According to the bill summary,
MOSH must meet a Dec. 31,2023 deadline
toraise arequired $40 million of “non-City
funds” in order to maintain the agreement
or risk termination. It also sets a construction
deadline of Dec. 31, 2027 for the new
Northbank site, at which point the current
Southbank property will be returned to
the city, once vacated.

An April press release from MOSH
announcing the ground lease agreement

904.389.6659 - www.RayWare.com
Monday-Friday 8 am-5 pm
4048 Herschel Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205

| e

Arendering of the future MOSH Genesis facility on the Northbank. At an April meeting, the city council approved a 40-year ground lease agreement between the City of Jacksonville and
MOSH for the land upon which the new facility will be built. Rendering courtesy of MOSH.

stated the project is expected to take 18

months to complete once ground is broken.

“Museums are the mark of a sophisticated
community,” said MOSH Board of Trustees
Chair Christian Harden in the release. “We
are so thankful for the unwavering support
from our public officials and outpouring
of support from our community. Hundreds
of Northeast Florida residents sent letters
of support to the City Council to elevate our
vision for MOSH's future — reinforcing the

AVAILABLE THROUGH

HARDWARE

Purveyor of fine hardware, plumbing and lighting fixtures for over 80 years

widespread interest in bringing thisincredible
project to reality.”

Helping the MOSH Genesis Capital
Campaign reach that $40 million threshold
is a recent $1 million donation by the
Neviaser Foundation.

The new location will feature 100,000
square feet across three floors.

“The Neviaser Foundation is extremely
excited to join many others in the MOSH
Genesis campaign to make the Museum
abeacon on the Northbank and a continuing
fixture of our community,” said Nancy
Neviaser Baker in another April press
release, this one detailing the donation.

“My family and our foundation are proud
to continue our history of supporting
children and families in Northeast Florida,
and we think this opportunity to get behind
MOSH Genesis is fantastic. We encourage
everyone in Northeast Florida to join us
to support this effort.”

Originally known as Jacksonville
Children’'s Museum, the museum was first
based in Riverside before moving to its
current Southbank locationin 1969. In the
interim years, the facility has expanded
from its initial 33,000 square feet. The
MOSH Genesis capital campaign — initially
called MOSH 2.0 — was announced in
March 2019.

“The Neviaser family's experiences at
MOSH symbolize what makes a museum
like ours so important to the community;,
and we are honored to have their support
aswe plan for the future,” said MOSH CEO
Bruce Fafard in the press release. “This
generous donation will help us bring more
complex, modern exhibits to Northeast
Florida. It's an honor to welcome the
Neviaser Foundation as our naming rights
partner for one of our exhibition spaces
planned for the new Museum.”

o
ThePaintingCraftsmen

[nterior & Exterior Custom Painting

HISTORICAL MARKET KNOWLEDGE = PROVEN RESULTS

AVONDALE
3105 ST JOHNS AVE
4BR-3BA- 3152 SQFT - $1,25

4570 ORTEGA ISLAND DR-$2,590,000
6BR-5FBA-2HB-7341sqft

1056 W DORCHESTER DR - $899,000
5BR-5BA - 3,993 sqft

WADE GRIFFIN

1846 MARGARET ST, 13A - $839,000
2BR-2BA-1,643sqft

GRI, AHWD

COLDWELL BANKER

VANGUARD
REALTY, INC.

3610 Saint Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205

wade@rewade.com

rewade.com
904.534.0969




RDS ARE NICE.
BUT NUMBERS
SPEAK FOR
THEMSELVES.

ORLANDO VALLE V.
PROFICIENT AUTO TRANSPORT, INC,, ET AL

$14.5 MILLION

(VERDICT, 5/4/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: TRUCKING CRASH

KATHLEEN THOMAS® V.
GEICO INSURANCE COMPANY

$14.4 MILLION

(VERDICT, 8/5/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: CAR ACCIDENT

*Names changed to protect client privacy

JOHN AND DEBRA SMITH" V.
LOCAL GLASS COMPANY,
OUT-OF-STATE GLASS COMPANY”®

$4.5 MILLION

(SETTLEMENT, 8/17/2021)
PERSONAL INUURY: WORKPLACE NEGLIGENCE

*Names changed to protect client privacy

YOUR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT

COKERLAW

COKERLAW.COM | 904.356.6071
f ¥ in oFFiCES-JACKSONVILLE TRIAL ATTORNEYS
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DDRB Grants
Resounding Approval
for Block Nine
Development in
Brooklyn

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

A new Brooklyn-based mixed-use development by the
Trevato Development Group was brought before the
Downtown Development Review Board (DDRB) last month
for conceptual approval.

The proposed project — Block Nine — will fill the
entire block bordered by Jackson, Stonewall, Park and
Chelsea streets in Brooklyn and will feature 293 multi-
family units with 7,000 square feet of ground floor retail
space and 5,000 square feet of live-work lofts as well as
on-site parking. Exterior areas will provide outdoor dining
for restaurant use.

Given that this project will take up the entire block,
attorney Cyndy Trimmer emphasized deliberate efforts
to create a “different moments” in the design to avoid a
“monotonous structure.”

“With the architecture in this project, recognizing it is
a unified block, we worked very hard for a long time on
theassemblage,” Trimmer explained during her presentation
onbehalfofthe applicant. “But with thatlarge, long building
we wanted to create different moments, celebrate the
industrial heritage of the Brooklyn area, but then also work
so that we don't have a very monotonous structure as we're
going around. So with those you have very distinct moments
along the frontage.”

The primary retail space along the ground floor will
be concentrated along Park Street while the Stonewall
Street frontage will see the co-work space or work-live
units, “depending on what market dictates will go there,”
Trimmer explained.

“But our beliefis that with the change in work structure
that thereisanincredible hole in the market for that type
of product,” she added.
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Trevato Group’s Block Nine mixed-use development will be bordered by Jackson, Stonewall,

Park and Chelsea streets. Rendering courtesy of DDRB application package.

A staff report read and provided for the DDRB
recommended conceptual approval with conditions and
following a very brief round of questions for the applicant,
the board echoed its support for the project as well.

“More of this please,” said Board Member Gary
Monahan. “This is exactly what we're looking for for
multi-family residential downtown. Your efforts to really,
truly activate the street are phenomenal and [we] certainly
appreciate that.”

CHELSEA STREET

ET

STREET

BLOCK 9

JACKSON
~ == _SIRE

_PARKSTREET

M nlow

“You guys hit all the marks here with this one,” added
Board Member Joanna Berling.

DDRB voted unanimously in favor of conceptual
approval with the conditions detailed in the staff report.

The design team includes Atlanta-based Dynamik
Design as the architect and England-Thims Miller, Inc.
as landscape architect and engineer. According to the
Trevato website, the project is estimated to cost in the
“$100 million range.”

We service ALL BRANDS, so give us a call today!

Todd Jones, Owner

Text 1-904-521-9013 for service inquiries
Call 1-904-294-7572 for quotes and installation details
Email tarheel.tjones@gmail.com for correspondence via email

We stick:toyour comfort needs!
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL | SALES, SERVICE & MAINTENANCE
LICENSED, & INSURED! | CAC1818403

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

We are proud residents,

and honored to support our

601 Riverside Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32204

local community.

LFIDELITY

NATIONAL FINANCIAL

Your Preferred
Full-Service
Cremation Provider

BASIC CREMATION OFFER

$995°

NO INTEREST
PAYMENT PLANS

for Before-Need
L Arrangements

(904) 353-3649

The Most Trusted Name in Final Arran gements

Evergreen’s newly constructed state of the art crematory is located on the

beautifully landscaped grounds of Evergreen Cemetery and is nestled under
one of Jacksonville’s most beautiful tree canopies. This setting of unparalleled
serenity along with Evergreen’s exceptional service, ensures that your family
will be treated in the most caring and respectful way possible.

4535 MAIN STREET

*Price does not include cash advance items or cremation container. Cremation containers start at $100.

JACKSONVILLE | EVERGREENJAX.COM

Y
(gavergreen

CEMETERY - FUNERAL HOME - CREMATORY
Security, Peace of Mind & Affordability
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HOMESERVICES ON

“A Home

also where memories-are-made and you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”

- Warren

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

FLORIDA NETWORK
REALTY

KSHIRE HATHAWAY

is one-of the mostimportant assets-that most people will ever buy. Homes are

Buffet, Chairman-and CEO, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

www.Avondale-OrtegaHomes.com | 904-388-5005

Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR
904-710-1550

Clay Hall
REALTOR®
904-729-5363

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
904-616-6425/ 616-6523

Linda Maxwell & Sarah
Leuthold, REALTORS®
904-534-7253/233-5533

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®
904-614-6949

Linda Ohlrich
REALTOR®
904-449-9257

Jane Owen
REALTOR®
904-502-1406

Paula Sheldrick
REALTOR®
720-475-0416

Buy

financi

-
o
o
L]

Liz Bobeck

REALTOR®
904-210-6399

Anne Marie McGowan
Corpora — REALTOR®
904-759-1647

Heather Creel
REALTOR®
904-631-4800

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®
904-910-2782

Lee Sheftall Elmore
REALTOR®
904-699-4503

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®
904-903-8993

Shannon Gullion
REALTOR®
904-686-4312

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
904-434-9771

Leslie Fraleigh
REALTOR®
904-705-6464

Genni Jett
REALTOR®
904-802-0820

PSS

2970 ST JOHNS AVE 8G * $900,00
3Bed/2Bath/ 2,271Sq Ft

3591 HEDRICK ST - $829,900
4Bed/3Bath/ 2,845 Sq Ft

5059 ORTEGA FOREST DR + $1,050,000
4 Bed / 3 Full Bath / 2 Half Bath / 3,802 Sq Ft

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®
904-477-0219

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®
904-304-5458

/

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®
904-755-1911

AT

3914 MCGIR D - $435,000
4 Bed / 2 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 2,450 Sq Ft

2950 ST JOHNS AVE 11 « $395,000
3 Bed/ 2 Bath /1,547 Sq Ft

1319 AZALEA DR - $435,000
3Bed/2 Bath/12715q Ft

The O’Steen Group
REALTOR®
904-465-1706

2936 RIVERSIDE AVE 4 + $319,900
2 Bed/1Bath /1,392 Sq Ft

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®
954-805-0428

3620 MYRA ST - $315,000
2 Bed /2 Bath /1,268 Sq Ft

$276
2 Bed /2 Bath /1,473 Sq Ft

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, REALTORS®
904-463-1898 / 252-5181

Jane Slater
REALTOR®
904-333-3883

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®
904-509-0587

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®
904-445-8170

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®
904-707-6548

Anita Vining
REALTOR®
904-923-1511

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
904-699-4417

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®
904-962-5479

REALTOR®
904-742-8889

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS
- Aligning with one of the most powerful names in business can make all the difference
when presenting a $300,000 or $3,000,000 property to the world.
« We've elevated real estate from transactional to trust—and buyers and sellers are getting the message.

« Everything you need when you need it — coaching, collaboration, easy to use
marketing platforms, CRM, mobile app, and more!

« Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate. Let’s connect today!

' JOSH COHEN
& . Managing Broker

904-422-2031
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

. Meredith Medvec —
INg 4 home? NMLSR ID: 1020414 I PrOSper!ty
Mortgage Consultant HOME MORTGAGE, LLC
Contact me to discuss your gogATmEHz R
o - | eredaitn.ivie VEC@{.'} miloans.com rosperity omznsz:tniarge,cess @
ﬂg OptIOI'lS. Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com mﬁgfniummm‘:om@ ——
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How 1s Jacksonville Thriving?

Blue Zones Project Jacksonville releases data on well-being

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

well-being in cities across North America, has launched the Blue Zones Project

Jacksonville and released Gallup data on how Jacksonville residents are thriving.

This project, led by BZP in conjunction with a coalition of community leaders including

Baptist Health, Brooks Rehabilitation, the City of Jacksonville, Community First Credit

Union, Florida Blue, Jacksonville Jaguars, Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Mayo Clinic, UF Health,

and United Way of Northeast Florida, is a six-year project “to measurably improve
community well-being, resilience, and economic vitality in Jacksonville.”

B lue Zones Project (BZP), a research initiative devoted to studying and improving

Jacksonville BZP: Evidence-Based Improvement Metrics (2023 Baseline)

Thriving in Life Evaluation 52.9 51.2
Leader in Life Creates Enthusiasm for the Future 40.0 418
Reached Most of Your Goals in Last 12 Months 36.2 375
" Use Strengths Daily 46.4 49.0
Learn/Do Something Interesting Daily 441 44.7 A
Friends and Family Give Positive Energy Every Day 60.3 @f’) l | "f _iu‘" |
in Your Life You to Be Healthy 56.8 55.4
s City or Area Where You Live is the Perfect Place for You 53.0 ‘J@fﬁ ‘ | 13 .
| Proud of Community 50.4 474 | 438
8 Feel Safe and Secure (% Disagree) 121 %7 | 204
:;;?:J;i:ry?m: Have Received Recognition for Helping to 109 14 1.6

Note: Blue and orange shading indicates statistically better or worse
U.S. Source: Gallup, August-Sept. 2020

than the U.S. (p<.05)

%

&7 BLUE ZONES PROJECT GALLUP

Gallup data collected reveals several areas and opportunities for improved well-being in the four focus areas of Northside,
Westside and East Jacksonville for the Blue Zones Project Jacksonville. Image courtesy of BZP Jacksonville.

Kristin Murray, Blue Zones Project engagement and marketing lead - Jacksonville
explained the Jacksonville project will focus on “typically and historically underserved”
Jacksonville neighborhoods in Westside, Northside and East Jacksonville as well as
Jacksonville as a whole.

These focus areas fall in the zip codes 32206, 32208, 32209, 32210 and 32244.

“By focusing on historically vulnerable and underserved communities in our city,
we can take an equitable approach to foster well-being and ensure that every citizen
and every zip code has the same access to opportunities, resources and support,” said

FIND YOUR PERFECT PROPERTY OR HOME

= UY—-‘/~SELL / RENT / PROPERT_Y

H
— n.m---...
Hl- 3

MANAGEMENT

DITIONS

REALTYLLC

mm

FEATURED HOME
1239 HUBBARD ST
$440,000

4 BR/ 3 BA/ 2,508 sqft.

Located in the highly desirable Springfield
neighborhood with historic touches,
modern upgrades and ample space!

FOR SALE

1801 BAYARD PL - $725,000
4BR/2BA/2,522 sqft.

724 2ND ST S $950, 000
5BR/2BA/2,168 sqft.

1661 RIVERSIDE AVE 121 - $2,200/mo.
2BR/2FBA/1HB/1,280 Sqft.

2064 HERSCHEL ST 104 - $2, 450/mo )
2BR/2BA/ 996 sqft.

904.683.5230 | 1046 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32204

TraditionsJax.com | B @TraditionsRealtyJax.com

City of Jacksonville Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Dr. Charles Moreland during
an April 24 media presentation.

At the presentation, held at Baptist Health, BZP Jacksonville released Gallup data
collected via mail survey between Nov. 30, 2022 and Jan. 17, 2023 revealing areas of

Jacksonville BZP: Well-Being Index and Overall Element Scores
East JAX, Northside, and Westside Share Similar Low Overall Well-being

Gulfport-Biloxi-Pascagoula MSA: Rank of 156" out of 156 MSAs in database; WBI Score of 57.4
Jacksonville MSA: Rank 40" out of 156 MSAs in database; WBI Score of 62.0

Well-Being Index 61.2 ‘ 57.3 |\ i 57.2 |
Career 58.6 59.0 60.3 58.1
Social 59.1 57.1

Financial 62.8 \7 523 i
Physical 61.4 | 578

Community 61.7 | [ ﬁ@u I

Note: Blue and orange shading indicates statistically better or worse than the U.S. (p<.05)
U.S. Source: Gallup, August-Sept. 2020

J%
& /5 BLUE ZONES PROJECT
N2

GALLUP

concern for Jacksonville residents and opportunities to improve their well-being
through the Blue Zones Project Jacksonville.

Collected in various categories, the data created a baseline for the focus neighborhoods
as well as Jacksonville as a whole. According to the data, Jacksonville as a city scored
statistically lower than the U.S. in the five elemental scores of career, social, financial,
physical and community. The data also reflects, however, the “desire to live and age
in community slightly outweighs desire to leave.”

“The overall data shows that we have an opportunity in these specific areas, but
what I like to see is there’s hope, there’s people that care about the community and
there’s a oneness in these zip codes about family and that’s where it really starts,” said
Baptist Health President and CEO Dr. Michael Mayo following the presentation. “So
I'm excited. The numbers were small, but they were telling in what we can target our
work at.”

United Way of Northeast Florida CEO Melanie Patz said the data reflects areas of
improvement that were previously unrecognized in the community.

“The data from Gallup is very, very helpful because it's asking questions we haven't
asked before in our community so we just didn't know the answers, and categorizing
it in ways that help us to actually do things to make improvements,” she said.

With its community blueprint completed, BZP Jacksonville is finalizing and reviewing
its strategic plan with the community organization partners. All this information will
then be shared at a community kick-off party at the Jacksonville Fairgrounds on
Saturday, June 3 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Elder Law &
Estate Planning

Mike Jorgensen
904.619.8890

2318 Park Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204

www.seniorcounsellaw.com

 COUNSEL

Attorneys at Law

SENIO

FOR TIGKETS ANI] MORE INFURMATIIJN GoTo
: SHGJAX ORG/FINFEST OR CALL [904] nr- 6930

PJRE i
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Fishwelir

Creek Project

Nearing
Substantial
Completion

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

The end is in sight for the ongoing project at Big
Fishweir and Little Fishweir creeks.

According to US Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville
District Small Projects Program Manager Jim Suggs, the
construction currently underway at the creeks could
reach substantial completion sometime in August, barring
unforeseen setbacks or discoveries.

“It’s kind of right around the corner,” he said. “The
contractor’s been making good progress.”

Suggs explained that the area he calls the overreach,
between U.S. 17 and the bridge traversing Herschel Street,
is completed. Additionally, the staging area for the
necessary construction equipment for that portion of the
project, created in coordination with the City of Jacksonville,
has been fully restored.

“The city has done the walk-thru with my construction
guy, so we're done up there,” he added.

Dredging is currently underway in both Big Fishweir
and Little Fishweir creeks.

While the construction is underway, Suggs said several
residents have inquired about the possibility of having the

Dredging continues in Big Fishweir and Little Fishweir creeks with substantial completion expected in the fall. Photo courtesy of U.S. Army Corps

of En

contractor dredge around their own private docks, which
Suggs said would be doable once the contractor's fulfilled
its obligation to this project and the residents follow proper
channels and obtain necessary permits to do so.

“As long as they don't impede on the federal project,
it's simply up around those docks, they're good,” he said.

kb The contractor’s been

The contractor for the project is Underwater Mechanix
Services, LLC, who was awarded the contract last August.
What began as an estimated $3.8 million project first
increased to approximately $6.5 million in the interim
years before recent inflation caused the cost to surpass
$8 million, which the Army Corps and the City of Jacksonville
is splitting 65% and 35% respectively.

While there are no plans to replant vegetation or native
plants, Suggs explained a monitoring period will begin

gineers Jacksonville District.

following construction to ensure the creeks’ aquatic
ecosystem is naturally regenerating and its vegetation
and habitat is returning. This monitoring will be a joint
effort between the City and the Army Corps.

“As far as planting of any type of vegetation, any of
that type stuff, that will not happen because the system

making good progress. 'k

—JIM SUGGS

should regenerate those types of things, that'’s the way it
was designed,” he said.

Suggs has been involved with this project, on and off,
for more than 20 years and said it's “great” to see the
project near completion.

“The first time I touched this project was in 2002 so
21years later to be able to tell you that construction should
be substantially complete by August — yeah, that's great,”
he added.

. B SR Rt
Luxurious DOUBLE unit condo, expertly configured into
one! 3BR, 3.5BA, 3,455 SF of intoxicating riverfront bliss,
with views from every room. Two owner suites and more!

Lancaster Street #8AB $1,250,000

Gorgeous riverfront condo with 3BR/38A and 2,365 SF. New
windows, custom built-ins, designer kitchen, newer high-
end appliances, brand new HVAC & 2 parking spaces!

Lancaster Terrace #1A $729,000

BROADVIEW TOWERS ORTEGA YACHT CLUB

UNDER CONTRACT

Spectacular river views from every room in
“Clipper” floorplan, largest in the building wi
2]90SF. Fun, friendly atmosphere with ameniti

Lakeside Drive #902 $675,000

this 9th floor
th 3BR 2.5BA,
ies galore!

Respecled. Experienced. Professional.

Proudly serving homeowners in NE Florida for over 36 years.

ORTEGA YACHT CLU _

Come live the OYC Condo life! Expansive river views
from every room, 3BR, 2BA, 2,024SF. Spacious & bright,
with living room balcony & enclosed balcony off Master!

Lakeside Drive #804 $629,000

BILL SHEFFIELD 904.445.8340

» Congrats to our
Sales Leader!

¥

o PIRATES BAY WATERFRONT

Spectacular views from this 2BR/2BA 1,610SF homein a truly
desirable waterfront community! Bring your own design
ideas and décor and make it your dream home!

Godwin Avenue $535,000

?

UNDER CONTRACT

5BR/1.5BA home with 1,396F, nestled in

tent around the sparkling pool. New roof install

SCOTT FORTENBERRY 904.309.3564 SCOTT FORTENBERRY 904.309.3564
- 4’} hn) = g

8.

x

Y3 \,\—A b Senior Residential
Lee Cathleen Christine Winfield Scott John moggugellender
Norville Lee Allmand Duss Fortenberry Fox
904.707.3030 904.505.3468 904.537.1236 904.710.7948 904.309.3564 904.699.2619

NN

el

o ° : . EQUAL HOUSING
Sheffield Slier lee | Hone Bill Linda David Ellen LENDER us ban k
Gudal Davis Norville Sheffield Shepherd Taylor Wilson
904.525.0816 %& 904.608.6881 904.388.4400 904.445.8340 904.955.0442 904.424.3946 904.445.1846

ROLLING HILLS POOLHOME

a quiet neighbor-
hood but convenient to 1-295. Entertain to your heart's con-

Vale Drive $235,000

[NORVILLE
Really, e,

Since 1980

(904) 388-4400

norvillerealty.com
5335 Ortega Blvd. | Jacksonville

led in 2021!

Contact me to learn
more about home
financing solutions.

904.465.4987 | William.Milne @USBank.com

NMLS ID #648915
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Legislative Services Improving
Integration for Access to Bills, Meetings
Citizens can access with greater ease, instruction

BY JENNIFER JENSEN
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

In an effort to educate the public, the
Jacksonville City Council Legislative
Services Division held its first public-
facing PegTalk on Thursday, April 20 to
show ways to access its updated Legislative
Gateway platform at jaxcityc.legistar.
com. The goal was to teach users how to
access Jacksonville City Council meetings
in progress, current or past legislation,
find abill thata council member introduced
or get a copy of the vote for a certain bill.

Chief of Legislative Services Merriane
Lahmeur said the idea was for this
platform to be a “one-stop shop for all
your legislative processing needs.” New
features and tabs have been added to
allow more transparency in a clear,
efficient and effective way, she added.

They have also included linked archived
materials — items prior to July of 2019
— and the city’s online code and charter.

Jacksonville City Council Director/
Council Secretary Margaret M. “Peggy”
Sidman said this is the first step to getting
the message about the upgraded system
out to the public. The hope is to continue
to do outreach and help residents learn
to navigate the system on their own.

“We've also really tried to make this
as interactive as possible,” Sidman said.

For those looking to access agendas
for upcoming city council meetings, a
raw version will appear on Legislative
Gateway under the “Agenda” tab, which
was previously called “Calendars” on
Thursday afternoon, with the marked

agenda posted Friday by 1 p.m. before
the council meeting on Tuesday.

One of the biggest changes to the
platform is the added addendum and
proposed amends and subs tabs. If there
are any amendments or addendums,
those will be posted by noon on the
Tuesday of the city council meeting.

For committee meetings, those items
are posted by 1 p.m. the Friday before
committee meetings.

Under the “Welcome” page, users
can find a place for announcements or
to see if anything has been delayed or
rescheduled.

One of the key functions of the
Legislative Gateway is the legislative bill
search. Under the “Legislation” tab, users
can find legislative bills and corresponding
exhibits back to July 2019. Under each
bill, an effective date and final action
date, which is when the council acted,
were added. Final documents have also
been added under this section. Videos
have been added as well and are
timestamped to jump to the exact moment
when the item is being discussed.

“The system is really meant to be
integrated,” Lahmeur said.

Sidman hoped there will be an
opportunity for additional training
material and education opportunities
that will be publicly shared. This particular
PegTalk on Legislative Gateway will be
recorded and posted on the city council
webpage.

Riverside Presbyterian
Church Raises Funds
to Help Haitian Women

and Children

BY: KAREN RIELEY
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Riverside Presbyterian Church (RPC) offers two
opportunities to learn more about the church’s efforts
to help women in rural Haiti feed, clothe and support
their families.

Two representatives from Fonkose, an international
nonprofit created more than 28 years ago to bring
financial inclusion and development services to
Haiti’s poor, will visit Jacksonville May 19-21 to share
information about how it is supporting the efforts
of women with business skills training, education
and health services. Fonkose is Haiti’s leading
microfinance organization, providing seed money
for Haitians to pull themselves out of poverty.

Marie Claire Dorcely, chief administrative officer
of Fonkose Financial Services, was born in Haiti and
then attended high school and college in the United
States. After college she moved back to Haiti to help
women succeed. Rachel Pierre-Champagne is the
education program director of Fonkose Foundation.
While her family is from Haiti, she was born and educated in the United States.

Both representatives will speak during the church’s fund-raising reception on
Saturday evening, May 20, and during the church’s Sunday School classes on Sunday
morning, 9:30 a.m., May 21, 849 Park St. 32204

“Haiti is the poorest country in this Hemisphere and among the poorest countries
in the world. Most Haitians live in rural areas,” said Susan Humes, chair of RPC’s
Haiti Subcommittee of the Peacemaking Outreach Committee, which is chaired by
Mary Elizabeth Ballentine. “The government remains unstable and there is much
gang and civil unrest and violence.”

“Michael Fisher originally encouraged the church to become involved in Fonkose,”
Humes said. Other key volunteers are Carol Proctor and Arden Brugger.

RPC has a goal of raising $12,500 for Fonkose to meet Haiti's most critical needs
that will be matched one-to-one by a Jacksonville foundation, for a total of $25,000.
The informal outdoor reception is open to the public from 6-7:30 p.m., May 20, at the
home of Mary Elizabeth Nathan Ballentine, in Springfield, 133 W. Third St., 32206.

Marie Claire Dorcely, chief administrative
officer for Fonkose, an international
nonprofit that helps Haiti’s poor

Rachel Pierre-Champagne, education
program director for Fonkose
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Dedalus Wine Bar and Shop will replace the former Liddy Machine Shop on Dora Street in Brooklyn. Rendering courtesy of

Adaptive Reuse Ahead for

Liddy’s Machine Shop
Dedalus Wine Bar planned for Brooklyn

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Plans are in motion to bring a new wine bar and shop to the Brooklyn community.

Jacksonville’'s Downtown Development Review Board (DDRB) granted conceptual
approval to the proposed Dedalus Wine Bar project at an April 13 meeting.

The DDRB application details the adaptive reuse of the former Liddy’s Machine
Shop at 825 Dora Street, transforming the approximately 10,000-square-foot space
into a wine bar, cheese and charcuterie market and wine retail space occupying
7,000 square feet while the remaining 3,000 square feet “will be divided into two
compatible tenant spaces.” Outdoor areas will be redeveloped to feature outdoor
dining and lawn space as well as parking.

The project was met with unanimous and resounding approval — with conditions
— from board members, with DDRB Chair Matt Brockelman stating, “You had me
at wine bar.”

“Ilove seeing adaptive reuse, so thank you for this project,” added Board Member
Linzee Ott.

“I'think thisisan incredible project,” said Board Member Gary Monahan. “...Just
what downtown needs.”

According to county records, Dedalus Re Jax LLC purchased the property last
August for $440,000. Dedalus Wine has locations in Vermont and Colorado. This
will be its first location in Florida.

Thomas Duke Architect is the project’s architect; the engineer is Lowe Structures,
Inc. and the contractor is Lay Duckworth Construction Co.

“We're excited to see this project come forward. It's a very attractive addition to
the fast-growing Brooklyn district, and is a creative idea for an adaptive re-use of
this property,” wrote Downtown Investment Authority (DIA) CEO Lori Boyer in an
e-mail. “We appreciate the developers’ interest in Downtown Jacksonville, and we
applaud them for originating a proposal that will add vibrancy to the community
consistent with our Downtown master plan for redevelopment.”
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DCPS Headquarters Sale Update

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Site visits have been completed and the negotiation team is still processing
information gathered before issuing a recommendation in the potential sale and
relocation of the Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) administrative building at
1701 Prudential Drive.

Last year The Resident reported that DCPS had hoped to have all site visits
completed by early November. DCPS Director of Purchasing Services Terrence Wright
explained that the process experienced a “hiccup” pertaining to compliance with
Florida Sunshine Laws.

“We had initially scheduled for the entire negotiation team to visit the sites as
a group but then we were advised by General Counsel’s office that would be a violation
of the Florida Sunshine Law so we had to not take those site visits as a group; we
had to have the individual committee members go out and visit them individually,
so that threw us off our schedule if you will,
in order to make that happen,” he said.

Details surrounding the six locations the
negotiation team visited, including addresses
interest in thlS from anq locatiogs, arg still ur}availaple for p1.1blic

review at this point. Wright said there is no

the pub"c's perspective set timeline in place for next steps, but added

this is because DCPS is working closely with
and this has been quite the Office of General Counsel (OGC) to ensure
aprocess —a learning

the process is handled properly.
process as well... ”

| understand the

“I understand the interest in this from
the public’s perspective and this has been
quiteaprocess — alearning process as well...
But the main thing is we wanna make sure
that the process is done correctly so that's
been a lot of — the time that it’s taken is
because almost every step of the way, we
wanna make sure we have the guidance to make sure everything is being done
correctly.”

DCPS first issued an Invitation to Negotiate (ITN) in December 2021 allowing
bids for the relocation of the DCPS headquarters, the purchase of its five-story
building atits current location as well as the purchase of several other DPCS buildings
throughout the county. After receiving 16 bids, DCPS assembled a six-person
evaluation committee to independently review and score each bid before creating
a short list of proposers to move on to the next stage of the process, which was led
by the negotiation team.

In addition to the sale and relocation of the Prudential Drive administrative
building, DCPS only received bids for a DCPS building on Philips Highway.

— TERRENCE WRIGHT
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New Designs for RD River City Brewery
Mixed-Use Gain Conceptual Approval from DDRB

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

I’F’

The original designs submitted in 2022 for the RD River City Brewery development. Courtesy of the 2022 Downtown
Development Review Board Final Approval Packet.

e Related Group has submitted new
, design plans for the site of the former
River City Brewing Company.

In March, The Resident reported that
Jacksonville’s Downtown Investment
Authority (DIA) terminated its development
agreement with the Miami-based developer.
In the March article, DIA CEO Lori Boyer
explained the agreement ended because
of the developer’s failure to “meet
performance schedule deadlines in the
contract and all extensions allowed under
the contract had been provided.”

Though that agreement and its
incentives was terminated, The Related
Group still plans to develop the property,

which was cleared last summer in
anticipation of incoming construction.
Its new plans were presented at an April
13 Downtown Development Review Board
(DDRB) meeting for conceptual approval.
The original designs featured an eight-
story residential complex with 333 units,
an attached parking garage and an on-site
restaurant adjacent to the St. Johns River
Park and Friendship Fountain.
According to the April13 DDRB agenda
packet, the new designs propose 410
multi-family units. It still includes an
eight-story residential building, abutting
Museum Circle, but also proposes a
riverfront residential tower of approximately

The new designs for the RD River City Brewery Mixed-Use include the original eight-story residential complex with
a new 24-story residential tower along with a restaurant and outdoor seating. Courtesy of Downtown Development
Review Board Agenda Packet.

24 stories “with a parking deck interior
and wrapped by the complex.” It outlines
an estimated 4,559 square feet for a
riverfront restaurant along with outdoor
seating and a “pool/courtyard area.”

The Related Group declined to comment
on these new designs.

In an e-mail, Boyer wrote, “We're
pleased that Related Group remains
committed to Downtown Jacksonville
and has come back with this upscaled
and redesigned plan. While the change
in design has delayed completion of the
project, it provides both greater density
onasmaller parcel and alarger waterfront
restaurant - both highly desirable changes
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consistent with our Downtown master
plan. As the project enters the approval
process, we're hopeful that it will prove
to be mutually beneficial for Related,
Downtown Jacksonville and the entire
community, and that we will see construction
begin quickly on the site.”

The DDRB unanimously granted
conceptual approval for the new designs
at the April 13 meeting.

The project’s design team includes
MSA Architects, Carlos Ott Architect and
landscape architect and engineer GAI
Consultants.
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NewLiéht Siéal Prop at

Riverside and Margaret

BY MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

In February, the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) held a public meeting to discuss its SR 211 (from San
Juan Avenue toI-95) Resurfacing Project and collect community
feedback on the proposed components of the project.

Asit stands currently, the project plans include milling
and resurfacing of SR 211 (Riverside Avenue) as well as
“bike lanes, shared use lane markings, sidewalk upgrades,
and signage, signal and lighting updates.”

The proposed signal updates include replacing a mast
arm signal at the intersection of Riverside Avenue and
Margaret Street, which currently stands on the southeast
corner near an entrance to Memorial Park, with a new

single mast arm signal on the northeast corner across
from the park entrance, “extending southwest over the
intersection,” wrote FDOT Community Outreach Specialist
Nathan Pick in an e-mail.

That light signal had been replaced in summer 2021
as part of a previous project, which included “installation
of a new signal controller, high visibility crosswalks, and
mast arms to replace the existing concrete poles and span
wire” at a cost of $448,482.75.

“FDOT received community concerns about the new
location of the signal supports (impacting the entrance
to Memorial Park),” wrote Pick. “Based on this community

“Edwards @ Ragatz, PA.
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_Tom Edwards and Eric Ragatz have worked
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RECORD-BREAKING
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
VERDICT

feedback and with the opportunity to make signal
adjustments with the upcoming resurfacing project; FDOT
decided to replace the signal supports to eliminate the
park entrance impacts.”

Riverside resident Spencer Fletcher raised concerns
over this particular component of the proposed SR 211
project at the Feb. 15 meeting, given the signal at that
intersection had so recently been replaced.

“I think first and foremost, it’s just a huge waste of
taxpayer money to just change the signal out,” he later
commented. “It was a significant upgrade to change the
light signal out from the original string pole that was
there...It’s pretty concerning for me just because that
money could have been utilized for another signal, which
there are hundreds in the city that FDOT is responsible
for that need to be upgraded, but instead we're pushing
these funds to an affluent area, a nice area when there’s
signals less than a mile away that are decrepit and not in
very good shape and need to be replaced.”

Pick did emphasize in his e-mail that the SR211
resurfacing project is in its early planning stages and
nothing is finalized as FDOT is still soliciting community
feedback regarding the project’s proposed components.

“This feedback continues to be considered and evaluated
by the project team,” he added.

The Resident reached out to Memorial Park Association
to see ifit had received community complaints/feedback

FDOT received community
concerns about the new location
of the signal supports...

regarding thelight signal in question, but did not receive
aresponse to inquiries at press time.

The cost of the SR211 resurfacing project is currently
estimated at $10.1 million, with Pick adding, “The mast
arm relocation should be viewed in the context of the
entire estimate as there is scalable value in addressing
the improvement during a larger project.”
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Mother’s Day
Family Concert
First Coast Wind Symphony
Sunday, May 14 « 5 p.m.

Artist Reception
LAIRD: Nature Transformed

Immediately following the concert

The photography exhibition is open to the public
through May 26. All photos are framed and for sale
through the St. John’s Cathedral Bookstore & Gift Shop

Vocal Recital
Rebecca Andrews and
Jonathan Spencer

Sunday, May 21 « 5 p.m.
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The Memorial Park Association added five new community to be able to help bring a recognizable voice to the park that the
leaders toits board of directors: Brooks Dame, executive assistant ~whole community can engage with.”
to Council Member Randy DeFoor; Cheryl Paganucci, retired “This park has always held a special place in my heart. It's a
systems analyst; Katie Quackenbush, marketing manager at true gem in Jacksonville, and I'm excited to be a part ofits legacy
Heritage Capital Group; Bill Shannon, retired Navy Rear Admiral; and the upcoming centennial celebration,” said Quackenbush.
and David Wingard, chief creative officer of Wingard. Paganucci, who had volunteered with the park for several
These leaders, with backgrounds in city government, project  years, credited Memorial Park as one of the reasons she moved
management, strategic management, marketing and design, from New England to Jacksonville, and Dame called the iconic
jointhe current board of 14 in furthering the association’s mission = park a “masterpiece of landscape architecture.”
of enhancing, promoting and preserving the park for the greater “I'love the strong sense of community in the Riverside and
Jacksonville area. Their terms will run through 202s. Avondale neighborhoods and I believe that Memorial Park is
“It's been wonderful to be able to work with the Memorial one of the main anchors that help maintain that sense of
Park Association on the marketing end,” said Wingard. I hope community,” said Shannon.
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Treat them to something special with a gift card
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The gift that’s everything you could want for them and everything
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or shop from anywhere at pyspa.corn, NAIHaIImark We Are the Local Experts

St. Johns Cathedral Unveils Collaborative
Artwork Celebrating Baptisms

Artists Brighton Hakimian and Laura Johnson worked together to create a mixed media work
of art celebrating the newly baptized members of St. John's Cathedral.

The artists completed their piece, titled “Our Baptismal Tree,” last month on April 16. It will be
installed and on display in the cathedral’'s narthex. George Booth, a parishioner of St. John'’s Cathedral,
worked behind the scenes to prepare for the artwork’s installation, both preparing and clearing the
space and creating its framework. Hakimian, a mixed media artist painted the tree in the artwork,
Johnson created the white blooms framing the faces of those recently baptized at the cathedral.

This is the third artwork Hakimian, a Jacksonville native, has donated to St. John's Cathedral. In
addition to “Our Baptismal Tree,” she has completed two murals in the Hakimian Nursery. Johnson
is “best known for her kiln-formed vibrant glass poppy bowls and her touchable fall and winter aspen
scenes,” although she also enjoys participating in “monumental community pieces.” Her recent work
includes her contributions to a reconstruction of the Grove structure in Boise, Idaho.

Rivers Joins the Community
Foundation

Socrates Rivers is the new director of development for
The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida. As an
experienced fundraising professional with more than 17
years in development, finance and business, Rivers will lead
the cultivation, solicitation and stewardship of new funds
and fundholders at the foundation.

“The Community Foundation has distinguished itself
through world-class donor service, and I'm thrilled that

s Socrates will help us continue that tradition,” said John Zell,
&\\, vice president of development. “He brings a wealth of expertise
that will help us in our work to connect people who care with
causes that matter.”

Rivers will help fund holders open new funds, facilitate the planned giving, and
provide ongoing relationship management and philanthropic service. Along his
own line of philanthropy, Rivers serves on the boards of the United Community
Outreach Ministry and the First Coast Tiger Bay Club of Jacksonville.

Socrates Rivers
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A River of
Excellence Award

River Garden receives
Governor’s Gold Seal

Dr. Lawrence Goldberg and Kimberly R. Smoak

River Garden Hebrew Home has again
been awarded the Governor's Gold Seal Award
for Excellence in Long-Term Care - for the
10th time since the award was created in
2002. The award, bestowed by Florida State
Legislature, recognizes Florida's premier
nursing homes that have exceptionally high
standards and display excellence in quality
of care. The award was presented by Kimberly
R. Smoak, Deputy Secretary of Health Quality
Assurance at the Agency for Health Care
Administration, to Dr. Lawrence Goldberg,
River Garden Hebrew Home board president,
during the River Garden Senior Services
annual meeting on Sunday, March 26.

“River Garden haslong-been a recipient of
awards for excellence, and we appreciate every
acknowledgement,” says Mauri Mizrahi, River
Garden CEO. “Our staff dedicates themselves
every day to being the best and they deserve a
round of applause for this success.”

Currently, there are more than 700 nursing
homes in the state of Florida, and only 10 are
recognized with the Governor's Gold Seal Award
for Excellence in Long-Term Care. River Garden
and one other facility have maintained the multi-
year recognition since its inception in 2002.

Sorna Named Professional of the Year

Betty Sorna, CFO and Senior Associate Administrator at River Garden Senior Services, was
named the Association of Jewish Aging Services (AJAS) Professional of the Year on Tuesday, March
21, during the 2023 AJAS Annual Conference. This award is given to honor and recognize an
outstanding AJAS professional who reflects the highest standards of knowledge and expertise,
has shown exceptional leadership and is highly respected by the staff, residents and families served.

“Betty Sorna is a colleague who can be counted upon, all of the time. Over the last 27 years,
Betty has worked with three of the four CEOs of River Garden and led the agency through
multiple complex financing projects. Betty has always stayed laser-focused on River Garden and its mission, and
she has guided our financial and operational programs with a steady hand,” said Mauri Mizrahi, River Garden CEO.

As CFO, Sorna is responsible for development and implementation of annual budgets in excess of $30 million, and
oversees a staff of more than 300. During her tenure, River Garden has successfully opened an adult day program, The
Coves at River Garden senior living facility, River Garden Home Health, and The Albert Z. Fleet Geriatric Training Center.

Betty Sorna

Egan Joins Wolfson Children’s Board

Board-certified pediatrician Anne Egan, MD, has joined Wolfson Children’s Hospital's board of
directors for a three-year term starting April 2023. Egan has been with the Carithers Pediatric
Group since October 2003, and currently serves on the boards of the University of North Florida
and the Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens.

“As a pediatrician in the greater Jacksonville area 20 years, Dr. Egan has faithfully cared for
local children and families and advocated for their physical and mental health well-being as a
healthcare provider and volunteer. As a physician leader and a mother of four, she is uniquely qualified to serve in this
governance role at Wolfson Children’s Hospital as we plan for the future of pediatric health care in our region,” said
Allegra Jaros, president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Anne Egan

Ascension St. Vincent’s Opens Weight-Loss Center

-

Ascension St. Vincent's Southside opened its new Weight-Loss Services center, which
offers comprehensive care for individuals struggling with obesity. The center serves patients
both pre- and post-surgery, and features dedicated weight-loss facilities and equipment,
including two patient education and support classrooms. Services include a range of surgical
options, including gastric bypass, gastric sleeve and adjustable gastricbanding. Patients also
have access to a team of experienced bariatric surgeons, dietitians and exercise physiologists.

“Our goal is to provide patients with the highest level of care and support throughout their
weight-loss journey,” said Dr. Estrellita Redmon, Chief Clinical Officer for Ascension Florida
& and GulfCoast. “By offering minimally-invasive surgical options, pre-surgery and post-surgery
care, and personalized weight-loss support, we can help patients achieve long-term success.”

Ascension St. Vincent's is a Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Improvement
Program and is a designated Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence.

Jody Young and Dr. Paul Bailey
with James Machado
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Stlltner Joins NAI Hallmark

NAIHallmark, a commercial real estate brokerage and
property management firm in Jacksonville, announced an
expansion of its brokerage team with the appointment of
Eugene Stiltner as vice president, specializing in land
leasing and sales, along with tenant representation. Stiltner
has extensive experience in commercial real estate, marketing
and retail, and has clients throughout Northeast Florida.
He has worked on a wide range of projects, from large-scale
multifamily developments to individual retail spaces.

“I'm excited to bejoining NAI Hallmark and to have the
opportunity towork with such atalented group of professionals,”
said Stiltner. “I look forward to leveraging my experience
and expertise to help clients achieve their real estate goals.”

“We are thrilled to have Eugene join our team,” said NAI Hallmark Managing
Partner Christian Harden. “His extensive knowledge of the land market in Northeast
Florida, combined with his commitment to providing exceptional service to his
clients, make him an ideal fit for our team.”

Eugene Stiltner

Chase Properties Hits the Big 3-0

Chase Properties, one of Northeast Florida's premier full-service real estate and
land development companies, is celebrating its 30th year in business. Founded by
Michael Balanky in 1993, the firm has developed award-winning commercial,
residential and mixed-use projects with an emphasis on high-profile urban infill
developments. Chase Properties will celebrate the milestone by rolling out a refreshed
corporate brand, enhancing its corporate offices, and hosting internal and external
appreciation events for clients and team members.

“We launched our company with a vision of working with our partners and
stakeholders to help shape the future of Northeast Florida,” said Balanky. “Over the
past three decades, we've grown by consistently creating high-quality, sustainable
developments...while creating real value for the community. Throughout it all, we
have remained committed to continuous evolution and innovation while staying
true to our core values of quality, integrity and service.”

Chase Properties’ portfolio consists of notable projects like The District, Deerwood
Lake, San Marco Place, Parkland Preserve and King's Avenue Station.

“For me, it is incredible to not only reflect on all of the exceptional projects we've
completed over the years, but to consider that - at a company I named for my son - I
now get to enjoy the opportunity of working alongside him and Michael McGowan as
my VP's of Development Operations. Itisaliving testament to Chase Properties’ enduring
success across generations. It is what I always hoped that we could achieve,” said Balanky.

Jacksonville’s Trusted Shop
for Quality Meats and Eats

Summer (»}m[[mg
is right around

the corner,

get in and

9et your
I on!

From world-famous marinades to barbeque sauces galor
e e N I
we offer flavor profiles from Argentme {0 butter ga garh
S A N ‘g\‘(‘
beer can, teriyaki, buffalo, )erk "bulgogi and more.

Get in and shop our options today,
you’ll be glad you stopped by!

5421 Roosevelt Blvd,
Jacksonville, FL 32210
904-580-7345
SouthernSteer.com

Elijah Daniels

Daniels Joins The Windsor Ortega

Elijah Daniels joins The Windsor Ortega as the new Community Liaison. From
his career roots in the skilled nursing field, Daniels said he is thrilled to be back in
the ALF/Memory Care branch of healthcare.

“When you work in skilled nursing care, you're able to help others; but, after two
weeks, they go back home. In this field, you are the resource for someone, and then
you have the opportunity to see their lives drastically change for the better on a
long-term scale. There’s something profoundly rewarding about that,” said Daniels.

Inhis previous role as the North Florida Regional Director of Business Development,
Daniels was responsible for 10 buildings and over 2,000 beds. He has also served
as a board member for the Baker County Council on Aging for the last nine years.

Kent
Honored
for Arts
Advocacy

Jamie Kent, programming manager of
Theatreworks at the Florida Theatre, was
selected by Florida Alliance for Arts Education
as the winner of its 2023 Excellence in Arts
Education Award. The award recognizes
individuals for their leadership in advocating
for the importance of arts education. Jamie
was selected from a pool of nominees from across the state of Florida, and was
honored for his efforts to improve, promote and enhance arts education in Duval
County. Jamie has been with Theatreworks since 2004.

JAX

F'URNITURE

REFINISHING & UPHOLSTERING

Call 904.435.3379

Jamie Kent receiving his 2023 Excellence in
Arts Education Award.

Great renters rates

for any budget.

Cam Anderson, Agent
4555 San Juan Ave
Jacksonville, FL 32210
Bus: 904-381-1206
spiritof1922.com

Protect your stuff at a surprisingly great rate.
Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants subject
to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
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Three Join Baptist
Health Board

Baptist Health appointed three new members to its board of directors for the health system: Mark LaBorde, Ilene
Levenson and Rachael Tutwiler Fortune. The Board plays a key leadership role in advancing the mission of the not-for-
profit, locally owned, locally governed health system.

“We are fortunate to add each of these individuals’ diverse perspective and experience expertise to the board of
directors,” said Michael A. Mayo, DHA, FACHE, president and CEO at Baptist Health. “Their volunteer role in the health
system is a key differentiator - decisions about Baptist Health and its role in the Jacksonville community are made by
respected, local leaders.”

Mark LaBorde, is a Certified Employee Benefit Specialist with more than 30 years of health care management experience.
He retired as senior vice president and head of enterprise sales, product and marketing at Aetna, Inc. in 2017, and joined
the Baptist Medical Center Jacksonville board of directors in 2019.

Ilene Levenson, MD, served as a board-certified internal medicine physician in Jacksonville for nearly 35 years before
retiring from Baptist Primary Care - Baymeadows in January 2023. She also served as the board chair of Baptist Physician
Partners, the Baptist Physician Partners Clinical Transformation Council and the Baptist Physician Partners Accountable
Care Organizations Board.

Rachael Tutwiler Fortune is the president of Jacksonville Public Education Fund and also serves as an adjunct instructor
in Leadership at the University of North Florida. She was recognized by Jacksonville Business Journal as one of the First
Coast’s 40 under 40 in 2020 and is a member of Leadership Jacksonville’s Class of 2022.

L

Dr. llene Leveson

Mark LaBorde Rachael Tutwiler Fortune

Board Changes for Scenic ]acksonvﬂle

Scenic Jacksonville announced its new
2023 board president, officers and two new
board members. Michael Kirwan was named
president; Bill HoffJr., vice president; Susan
Caven, immediate past president; Laura
D’Alisera, secretary; and Tom Larson,
treasurer. New board members Melinda B.
Powers and Rebecca Williams have joined
for the 2023 term.

Kirwan is a partner with the international
law firm of Foley & Lardner, and has been
with Scenic Jacksonville for 10 years, leading the Underground Committee and the Great Cities Symposium. He replaces
the two-term Caven, who has been a longstanding civic advocate for trees, billboard removal, historic preservation and
scenic beauty.

“I'have always valued stewardship,” said Powers, founder and manager of Intentional
Professionals, LLC. “I think that it is all our responsibility to keep the uniqueness of the
city intact without compromising it, and that takes effort.”

“Ibelieve Scenic Jacksonville'simpact will not only lead to more beautiful communities,
but to healthier families, less economically burdened households, and ultimately shift
the mindsets of residents. We must love what we see when we step out of our homesand
commute throughout our city,” said Williams, founder and CEO of Fruit of Barren Trees,
LLC, aneighborhood revitalization firm.

“We are very fortunate to have such talented community leaders joining Scenic
Jacksonville’s Board,” said Kirwan. “These new directors bring energy and enthusiasm
to our already active and passionate board and will help us continue our mission of
preserving, protecting and enhancing the scenic character of our city.”

Michael Kirwan, Melinda B. Powers and Rebecca Williams
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Moody Wins Dr.
Lew Klechak Award

Ron Moody

Ron Moody, former board member and
chairman ofthe Downtown Investment Authority
(DIA), hasbeen named the 2023 recipient of DIA's
annual Dr. Lew Klechak Award. The award
recognizes individuals who have made significant
contributions in advancing the development of
downtown Jacksonville.

“Ron Moody has been a true champion of
downtown redevelopment, both in his service
with the DIA board and as a longtime resident
and business owner in downtown,” said Lori
Boyer, DIA CEO. “With his first-hand experience
and positive attitude about downtown, he’sbeen
an unwavering supporter of efforts to transform
and revitalize downtown Jacksonville.”

Moody is the CEO of the Moody Williams
Appraisal, has served as president of the East
Florida Chapter of the Appraisal Institute, and
spent seven years on the DIA board. During his
time as board chairman, the DIA attracted $170
million in private capital investment within
downtown.

“I am incredibility thankful for this award,
butIthink the true recognition should go to the
entireDowntown Investment Authority organization,
including the leadership, staff and dedicated
board members,” Moody said. “History will look
backand realize that the 10-year period from 2015
to 2025 was one of the most impactful times for
therediscovery ofour beloved downtown Jacksonville
and the many benefits it has to offer.”

Avondale/Ortega Metropolitan

904-434-9777

cececummings.com
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St. Johns Jewelry brings family tradition to neighborhood
Mother’s Day takes on a whole new meaning for owners

Nestled in the heart of Old Ortega next to
Carter’s Pharmacy lies St. Johns Jewelry, owned
and operated by mother-daughter duo Sarah St.
John Flores and Sonja St. John. The pair named
the jewelry store after their last name as a way for
it to live on since Saral’s father is an only son and
only had two daughters. And, it worked out that
the name also happens to be so synonymous with
the area.

“Everything around here is St. Johns,” Sonja said.

The two had talked about potentially opening
a jewelry store one day and then the opportunity
presented itself. Sarah interned with a local jewelry
designer in college, and it eventually turned
into a job and a passion. Through the jewelry
community, Sarah heard that Butch Frazier,
owner of Fraziers Jewelers — a longtime staple
in Ortega — was retiring and his location at 2925
Corinthian Avenue would be up for grabs. Those
in the community and the jewelry community
were especially encouraging of this new venture
for the St. Johns. “The community still wants a
jeweler. Still needs one,” Sarah said. They decided
to check out the space and talk to Frazier about the
possibility of moving in. “Everything just lined up
too perfectly that we couldn’t not do it,” Sarah said.

The pair said they prayed about the decision
and believe God is the reason they are here. And
now, Sarah said with a chuckle, she gets to boss
her mom around, who was a kindergarten teacher
for 19 years. “Most people probably couldn’t work
with their mom and their grandmother,” Sonja
said. But for them, it just feels right.

Recently, ~Margaret St.  John, Sarah’
grandmother, started helping at the store. Sonja
said it has been a blessing to have her at the store
and she does a great job of making the jewelry
displays look beautiful.

“Ilove jewelry, so this is heaven,” Margaret said.

The store has been open for less than a year
and the St. Johns have been impressed by how
well everything has gone and is going. “And I've

to help this small business community live and
thrive,” Sarah said.

Mother’s Day Ideas
The store is currently gearing up for its first

Sarah St. John Flores with Margaret St. John and Sonja St. John

been impressed by how much the community has
embraced us,” Sonja said.

Business is doing well thanks to word of mouth
recommendations and support from other local
businesses. “We are happy to be here to continue

Mother’s Day, which is right around the corner.
One new offering the store has added is permanent
jewelry — a trend that can be seen all over the
place nowadays. They offer lots of different chain
and metal options — gold, plated 14K gold,

sterling silver, etc. They have something for every
style and budget.

Getting matching permanent bracelets would
make for a great mother/daughter bonding
moment. “Its like a level up from a friendship
bracelet” Sarah said. Definitely something a
preteen or teenage daughter would like, she added.

The store also specializes in custom jewelry.
Lately, they have been enhancing and modifying
family heirloom pieces. A woman brought in a
filigree brooch that was recently turned into a
necklace. “You can surprise mom with an old piece
of jewelry they forgot about and give it new life,”
Sarah said.

In addition to these offerings, the store also
does watch repair, battery replacement and band
adjustments. Many stores have stopped offering
this service and it has become hard to find people
who still do it.

They also offer consignment and estate pieces,
diamond and gemstone jewelry, bridal jewelry,
custom jewelry, pearl stringing and jewelry repair.
Repairs are done in-house and offer a quick
turnaround time.

They have also jumped on the new trend:
pickleball. A customer came in looking for a
pickleball charm small enough for a small pendant
or charm bracelet. Sarah said they made her a
custom one and now have them available.

That is just one of the many reasons this store
is different. It caters to the customer and the local
community. The store offers customers a laid-
back, relaxed atmosphere paired with quality work
and a caring attitude. Visit St. John's Jewelry online
at stjohnsjewelry.com, better yet, get in to the store
today to grab a gift, or create something special for
your loved one.

St. Johns Jewelry | 2925 Corinthian Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32210 | (904) 300-3354 | stjohnsjewelry.com | Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @stjohnsjewelry
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Janie @ Boyd

JANIE BOYD & ASSOCIATES
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

904.527.2525

Email: info@janieboyd.com
www.JanieBoyd.com

Buy\With ConfidencerEistwithrSuccess:

4733 Pirates Bay Dr
$448,000
Waterfront lot, 1/3 acre w/200 ft
on the water, new dock
Build your dream home here!

Call Trey Martin,
904-534-7678

4358 T|muquana Rd #150
$176,000
2 beds/1.5 baths
townhouse style

Call Janie Boyd
904-237-9513

1224 Glen Laura Rd
$320,000
Murray Hill w/3 car garage, large lot

3 bedrooms/2 baths
1965SF

Call Janie Boyd
904-237-9513
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FOR MAKING OUR YARD GOLF EVENT
A SMASHING SUCCESS TO BENEFIT
JACKSONVILLE AREA LEGAL AID

YARD COURSE TITLE SPONSOR  BACK NINE SPONSOR

Southern Oak
Insurance

YARD COURSE HOLE SPONSORS

Aguilar & Sieron
Bank of America
Bill Shelton, CPA — BDO
Bishop & Mills,PLLC
Boyd & Jenerette
Citrus Spine Institute
Classic Riverside Cruises
Coker Law
Creed & Gowdy, PA.
Cronin & Maxwell, PL
Edwards & Ragatz, PA.
Farah & Farah, PA.
Fisher Tousey
Greenberg Traurig
Harrell & Harrell, PA.
Harris Guidi Rosner PA.
Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation
Johnson Lambert
Lamb’s Yacht Center, Inc.
Kessler Creative
In Memory of Joseph P. Milton
Matt Carlucci | State Farm

Milam Howard Nicandri & Gillam, PA. | |
Monrge &King -~

LAW FIRMS

DOCK SPONSOR

& Morgan Settlements

#6 ISLAND GREEN SPONSOR
Sallyn Pajcic in
Memory of Gary Pajcic

The Pajcic Group
Jimmy Peluso for City Council
Right Path Behavioral Health Services
Rogers Towers, PA.
Sabal Landscape Solutions
The Schultz Foundation
Southeast Orthopedic Specialists

Spohrer & Dodd

Julia and John Taylor
Thomas F. Slater

Upchurch Watson White &
Max Mediation Group

Law Office of James F Waters, lll

BACK NINE HOLE SPONSORS

Anderson & November PLLC
Bedell
Brecher Mediation

Accident Lawyer John Fagan
Glenn Certain Floral + Event Design
Milam Howard Nicandri & Gillam, PA.

Ortega Neighbors Magazine

Rodney & David Margol
Seth DeBriere
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Mimi Stephens, Beverley
Brooke, Karla Newton
and Tara Lee

ExZooberation
Returns
withWonder

The Jacksonville Zoo’s premier annual fundraiser, ExZooberation, returned
Saturday, April 1, from 6-10 p.m. under a tent of wonder and intrigue. The 26th
celebration of ExZooberation was themed Cirque Du Zooleil, where supporters
immersed themselves in a world of beauty with larger-than-life gardens, interactive
Cirque-style entertainment, traditional French cuisine, and a live and silent
auction. Proceeds from
the event benefit the
care and feeding of
the zoo animals,
maintenance of the
lush botanical gardens,
educational programs,
and conservation
initiatives, both local
and international.
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Chefan Group ONE

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Experience the Best of Waterfront Living

UNDER CONTRACT

PRICE IMPROVEMENT

¥ TN a7
3958 BAYMEADOWS ROAD #2603, JACKSONVILLE 2669 HOLLY POINT ROAD EAST, ORANGE PARK
3BEDS 2BATHS 1,972 SF 9BEDS 9FULLBATHS 2 HALF BATHS 11,969 SF

OFFERED AT: $649,900 OFFERED AT: $5,200,000

N

ARTFULLY SOLD

3520 POINT PLEASANT ROAD, JACKSONVILLE 1912 GROVE BLUFF ROAD, ST. JOHNS

5BEDS 5FULLBATHS 1HALFBATH 5,352 SF 4BEDS 3BATHS 3,266 SF SOLD FOR: $1,481,000
871 DETACHED SF SOLD FOR: $2,250,000

Top Producers | $75 Million in Sales in 2021 & 2022
For service that’s as elevated as your standards, nothing compares.

x ’ f‘_w‘J Chefan Group, waterfront Experts

A JANE CHEFAN JESSICA CHEFAN HANSEN
GLOBAL REALESTATEADVISOR  BROKER ASSOCIATE
904.463.1179 904.200.8855
CHEFANGROUP@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

SOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
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Elli Zimmerman with Kim Vincenty
and Samantha Hayes

Brooke Sams with
Rachael Murphy

Javier Garcia with Debbie Castroverde, Nate Pennington, Brianna Rivas,
David Marco, JJ, Nicolette and Nicky Miranda with Scarlette Caraballo

Lesa Cook with Valerie Callahan and Lonnie Margol
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\ Charity Takes

> Flight at
Jacksonville
Executive at

Craig Airport Sponsors, Friends and Golf Enthusiasts Gather
menmswarcecanoaeysessioens — j) PONte Vedra Beach

of camaraderie, compassion and shared stories about the

impact Gabriel House of Care has upon the recovery of It was a night to celebrate celebrities of the golf world as 17-time PGA
cancer and transplant patients. Guests in attendance were TOUR winner Jim Furyk and 7-time LPGA Tour winner Michelle McGann
treated to afirst class, front row seat to hear testimonials took on 2014 FedEx Cup Champion Billy Horschel and 2-time Korn Ferry
while celebrating the nonprofit with Tour winner Luke Guthrie for some friendly competition at The Yards in

honorary host, Leslie Bacardi and Ponte Vedra Beach, March 30.
friends on Saturday, April 15. . The event kicked off with live music by

Patronswere welcomed by aviation
surroundings, unique cocktails,
vintage cars and airplanes while
encouraged in invitations to don
their best aviation-themed attire.
Aviator hats, sunglasses and other
unique outfits helped to deliver a
fun evening for the organization the “Beer Loop” under the lights with comical

and its programs. Gabriel House's il commentary by ESPN's Michael Collins, cracking
mission is to promote a “community of healing” Erin and Cody 0'Steen up the competitors and guests along the way:.

Danielle Todd and Grady James, as guests
enjoyed the facilities while dining on Bearded
Pig, Estrella Cocina and 3 Palms Grille, not to
mention, an open bar full of unique libations,
wine and beer.

The evening wasn't complete until the golfers

.. Michelle and Jarret Dreicer with Allegra Jaros,
wrapped up the three-hole competition around Rick Tresmond and Laura Collins

environment by providing affordable, temporary Billy Horschel and Luke Guthrie won the match, with $10,000 going
lodging for adult organ transplant and cancer patients to Feeding Northeast Florida and $10,000 went to The Michelle McGann
as well as their caregivers who come to Jacksonville Fund following the match.
for medical treatment. The event highlights sponsor benefits and gathers supporters of the
Funds raised will help to sustain and grow Furyk and Friends presented by Circle K tournament in town, which is
programming that fund and fuel the mission for in its third year in 2023.
excellence for those in their care to recover and take The event is slated for October 2-8 in Jacksonville at the Timuquana
flight for a brighter, healthier future. To learn more Country Club. Tickets and related packages for the tournament are _
visit gabrielhouseofcare.org. now onsaleand can be purchased by visiting constellationfurykandfriends. Luke Guthrie with Michael Collins, David Miller
com /tickets. and Billy Horschel
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WWW.A-COIN.COM | 904.733.1204
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, FL | Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm

Bank and House Calls Available for Large Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”

WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX CORPORATION OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES NOR ENDORSED BY ROLEX IN ANY WAY. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS. A-COIN IS KNOWN WORLDWIDE, AND OUR INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS ASSURE YOU OF SELLING TO THE COMPANY WITH THE WIDEST CLIENTELE OF ANY OTHER. WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST CASH PRICES. PLEASE NOTE... THERE IS NO
OBLIGATION TO SELL.. NO CHARGE FOR OUR EXPERTS TO EVALUATE YOUR TREASURES. MINIMUM PURCHASES APPLY. A-COIN IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX USA. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES
ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS.
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The interior of Aura Plant Studio is a tropical plant paradise.

RAP Garden
Tour Preview

What started as a pandemic work-
around now has a life of its own.

BY WINDY TAYLOR
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

They say that April flowers bring May showers, but
for Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP), the April
Home Tour brings the May Garden Tour, which will take
place on May 13 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

The Garden Tour, which is in its third year, began
during the COVID-19 pandemic when the Home Tour was
suspended. It was so popular that RAP decided to continue
it, even after the Home Tour resumed in 2022.

“The biggest difference [between the Home Tour and
the Garden Tour] is that, because it’s only one day, we
really try to curate the back yards to create spaces where
people just want to chill,” said Shannon Blankinship,
executive director of RAP. “We want to make each stop
fun. With the home tour, you make your own fun. With
the garden tour, we're able to program it so that there's
more to do at each location, like hired musicians.”

This year, the tour will feature 10 locations, with a mix
of residential, commercial and public spaces showcasing
avariety of gardening styles.

One of the residential spaces, on Pine Street, will
display before-and-after photos of its total transformation.
Wacca Pilatka, a local landscaping company, took a
standard suburban turflawn and created a Florida-friendly
yard using almost exclusively native plants. Signs will be
placed throughout identifying the various plants used,
for information and inspiration.

FREE ROOF INSPECTION

Top Choice for Quality Roofing Service

The side of the building at Aura Plant Studio
is anideal location for self-portraits.

premierroofingofjacksonville.com

&

Another home, on Fitch Street, uses color to create
atmosphere. “We call it the Cottage Kaleidoscope,”
Blankinship said. “[The homeowners] have planted flowers
around stone pathways in a whole range of colors. We
didn't program anything extra at that house because it’s
so peaceful and calming. People will be able to sit and
relax and really enjoy the space.”

Three of the sites will have artists working en plein
air, or outdoors, and three will feature live musicians. A
home on Riverside Avenue will have students from the
Darren Ronan School of Music providing a soundtrack
toanurban farm. The homeowner “has taken a very small
side yard and is growing fantastic vegetables,” said
Blankinship. “He has on-site compost and teaches about
using leaves and food scraps to grow more food.”

Aura Plant Studio is a commercial space featured on
the tour this year. The shop, which opened in June 2022,
is located on McDuff Avenue at the north boundary of
the neighborhood, behind the fire station. “It's a little
plant shop that focuses on indoor tropical plants, with
an outdoor space perfect for events. They'll have a workshop
on how to grow and maintain tropical plants indoors,”
said Blankinship.

Near the other end of McDuff Avenue, the Friends of
the Peace Park Labyrinth will paint a full-scale rendering
of their proposed installation on the ground at the Peace

This historic charmer is on Oak Street.

Memorial Rose Garden Park across from the Willowbranch
Library. During the 2022 Garden Tour, the group announced
their intention to revitalize the park by installing an 11-
circuit labyrinth, which will be wheelchair-accessible.
Food and drink will be available at the park, and the
Friends of the Peace Park Labyrinth will be on hand to
answer questions.

For those looking to improve their own gardening skills,
the Garden Club on Riverside Avenue will have workshops
running through the day on gardening and landscape design.

Like the Home Tour, visitors can plot their own route to
each ofthe gardens, but guided tours are available through
local vendors. Pre-sale tickets are $25 each, and the price
increases to $30 on May 13. Tickets can be purchased online
at 904TIX or on the Riverside Avondale Preservation website.
“This is Mother’s Day weekend,” Blankinship pointed out,
“and the garden tour is a great thing to do with your mom
instead of buying her another candle.”

Even those with black thumbs can find something to
appreciate on the Garden Tour. “Thinking about the
neighborhood, it's notjustabout the homes, it's the landscapes
too. We're doing the work of showing people that your
flowers, your shrubs, your trees - they're all part of the
neighborhood, too. The yards and gardens benefit everyone.
Thisisjustadifferentwaytoapproach loving thisneighborhood,”
Blankinship said.

FINANCING AVAILABLE
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Beth Rabison, Carol McArthur and Rebecca Sale
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Marcy Stoudt, Michelle Knox and Benham Bishop Dee Loop, Susan Britt Macon, Mary Jane Evans and Ann Carey
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A Vision for Art kicked off its 2023 event with a
sold-out opening night celebration on Friday, April
21. Presented by Joan and Preston Haskell, the five-day
art event showcased and sold works from more than
40 established and emerging artists from Jacksonville
and beyond, in support of community arts and the mission of Episcopal School of
Jacksonville. It was held at the school’s St. Mark’s Campus.

Susan Britt Macon, a multi-year participating artist, was chosen as the 2023
Featured Artist. The Artist Selection Committee consisted of: Ann Evans, Dustin
Harewood, Preston Haskell, Jennie Hugo, Elizabeth Rodrigues and Ryan Schwarz.
Event committee members included: Kristin Bulgin, CeeCee Cassidy, Sharlene
Herrera-Diocares, Brittany Jones, Karthik Krishnamurthy, Matt McCullough, Rebecca

Sale, Claire Smith and Callie Sprague. A Vision for Art was founded in 2018, attracting
both avid art collectors and casual buyers.

Tori Seay, Barrianne Green

DIAMOND SOLITAIRE NECKLACES
EAR STUDS & PENDANTS

SAVE 15%

For a limited time our entire selection of regular
Underwood quality diamond ear studs and
pendants has been reduced 15%.

Ear Studs Savings Examples

Reg. Sale
Y carat® S 495.00 $ 420.75
% carat® $ 995.00 S 845.75
1 carat* $ 3,150.00 S 2,677.50

Pendant Savings Examples
(Includes 14 karat rope chains)

Reg. Sale
% carat*® $ 500.00 $ 425.00
% carat* $ 1,795.00 $ 1,525.75
% carat™® $ 3,300.00 $ 2,805.00

*Total weight may vary by 5%.

¢ |nterest Free Terms Available.
*Trade-Ins Accepted.

AUNDERW@MD'S

Serving Excellence Since 1928
Member American Gem Society

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406
San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

www.underwoodjewelers.com

b e e et b T

3404 St. Johns Avenue, owned by Michael and Lynn Israel, Glenn Jones
was the featured home for the 49th annual RAP Home Tour.

Home Tour Offers Inspiration,
Treasures to be Discovered in
the Historic District

BY: MICHELE LEIVAS

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Riverside Avondale Preservation (RAP) hosted its 49th annual Home Tour on
April 15 and 16, allowing residents and visitors to enjoy beautiful homes and other
points of interest in the Riverside and Avondale communities.

Ten homes, a church and a local business participated in this year’s tour. The
featured home was the nearly-100-year-old mediterranean revival residence at 3404
St. Johns Avenue, owned by Michael and Lynn Israel.

Michael's mother, Judith Israel, was a first-time volunteer for this year's RAP
Home Tour and said she was very proud of the home her son and his family have
created within the walls of the historic structure — from converting the basement
into an apartment for their adult son to transforming the pool house into an in-law
suite for Lynn's mother — while remaining true to its historic nature,

“I'm very proud that they were able to do this and keep true to this home,” Judith
said. “It's a beautiful home and it is their home, so the house is lived in. It's not a
showcase; it's a home. So that's really important to me.”

= Volunteer and realtor Jill Islava has
been volunteering with the Home Tour for
seven years.

“I'think especially in Avondale, because
there’s so many homes that are 100 years
old or older, I think we're really proud
about our neighborhood and keeping it
historic,” she said. “I think it's important
for people to see that. Yeah you drive by
and that looks nice, but you come inside
and there’s a lot going on here.”

Homeowners Glenn Jones and Ronald
Episcopo have been volunteers in other
people’s homes in previous home tours, but this was the first year they opened the
doors of their historic and completely renovated home — built in 1911 — on Osceola
Avenue and Jones said he really enjoyed it.

“Idolove people coming into the house — like when we have dinner parties and
things like that — and seeing the house because I swear almost every person comes
in and says, ‘I've looked at this house from the outside but I never would have thought
it looks like this on the inside,” he said. “People just seem to be very surprised by
the inside after looking at the outside of the house.”

Home Tour participants Jeannie, Hannah and Breanna Pierce and Patti Voght
travel to Jacksonville every year specifically for the RAP Home Tour, this year rolling
it into a birthday celebration for Jeannie. As owners of older homes themselves,
they said they attend the tour every year for inspiration and appreciation.

“Homeowners gained a new sense of pride in their property; volunteers helped
convey the history and architectural details of incredible local landmarks; neighbors
from near and far had a great time walking and biking the neighborhood, enjoying
great food and drinks from our local businesses along the way,” wrote RAP Executive
Director Shannon Blankinship in an e-mail the week after the event. “It was a great
weekend for everyone, and we are thrilled with the outcome.”

The Home Tour is a yearly tradition for Patti Voght,

Breanna Pierce, Hannah Pierce and Jeannie Pierce,

who travel up from Palatka for the inspiration these
homes provide.

S The Flowida Theatre Ball

IGEASY..

PRESENTED BY
imaging

6PM, SATURDAY - MAY 20TH
THE FLORIDA THEATRE

Laissez les bon temps rouler! Enjoy New Orleans-inspired cuisine,
visit a VooDoo Lounge, dance with The Band Be Easy, and more.
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Hubbard House
Walks the Walk

[ X X

|
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Hubbard House - and more than 1,000 supporters

- came together for the organization’s 14th Annual
Stand Up & Stride Domestic Violence Awareness Walk, presented by Pajcic & Pajcic,
on Saturday, April 15, at 8 a.m. at the Riverfront Plaza. The family-friendly event
featured games and activities for children, a newly added enrichment zone for dogs,
guest appearances and energizing music along the one-mile route. The event
exceeded its $100,000 fundraising goal to support local survivors of domestic
violence and their families.

“Leaving an abusive relationship is never easy, but Hubbard House gives survivors
that chance. Itis not just a shelter. Hubbard House literally saves lives,” said Hubbard
House Board President Janeen Mira.

Hubbard House serves Duval and Baker counties through emergency shelter and
support services like counseling and job coaching.

“Itis so important for survivors of domestic violence to know they are not alone.
Hubbard House is here for you. And events like this show our community is here
for you too,” said Hubbard House Chief Development & Administration Officer
Kristi Brandon.

The Return of

San Marco
Beer Fest

_ !_?E?!?.Mﬁ'.? E‘F’U;'.F A

The San Marco Beer Fest returned for the second instaliment of the now-annual
event. The 2nd Annual San Marco Beer Fest was held Saturday, April 1, from 1-5 p.m.
at Balis Park. The event, hosted by the San Marco Merchant Association and Aardwolf
Brewing Co., featured craft beer from more than 25 local breweries and live music
from String Theory and the John Lumpkin Institute. Food vendors and San Marco’s
restaurants were open and available for food. For family-friendly entertainment,
the organizers brought axe throwing, a selfie bar and traditional outdoor yard games.
The community event was free for those not participating in the tastings.

Alessandra Coche and Ben Frank
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Lydia, Paul and Andrew Merget
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INFRASTRUCTURE PUBLIC SAFETY

PARKS & RECREATION

Paid by Joseph Hogan, Republican, for Jacksonville City Council

HOGAN

L | T YARC®U NICH| |

Multi-generational native of
JACKSONVILLE

Currently serving in the
FLORIDA AIR NATIONAL GUARD

SMALL BUSINESSMAN
& local home builder

VOLUNTEER COACH at Navy Ortega
Lakeshore Little League (NOL) and
Westside Baptist Church Sports League

SENENIEN

EARLY VOTING ~MAY 1-14

ELECTION DAY ~ MAY 16
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Committee
Prepares
for 2023

Cowlord Ball !

It was a gathering of like-minds that
brought some of North Florida's most

active members of the American Cancer

Society’s fundraising arms together.
Members of the 2023 Cowford Ball
committee kicked off the announcement
of the date, the chairs and the event
facility that will play host to the newly-
minted title of 2023 Cowford Ball - Cattle
Baron's Ball of Duval County.

P

Cowford Ball 2023 Co-Chairs Laura Edgecombe
and Sarah Allen Foster

Jill Bechtold with Mat Larson, Kimberly Putterson
and Keely Kennedy

Following brief remarks by Keely
Kennedy, senior development manager
for the Southeast region, Co-Chairs Laura
Edgecombe and Sarah Allen Foster
welcomed their constituents and rallied
the team for its upcoming boot scootin’
good times ahead, as they plan the annual
ball that makes its debut the evening of
Now. 4, at Deerwood Castle.

During the outing, stories were shared
about lifelong connections to cancer, the
treatment of it and the loss of loved ones

Regina Allen with Sandy Kelly, Sue Stepp,
Donna Zaccour and Lori Gibbs

that inspired those in attendance to
participate. Aside from fundraising for
the gala, many of the most passionate
supporters also lobby and work hard to
helpincrease funding for research, increase
early detection and prevention and lead
efforts to engage sponsors and donor
advocacy. The committee held its kickoff
at Epping Forest Yacht and Country Club
April 11, and had already confirmed
$77,500 as of the meeting.

HELPING YOU SEE...

Physicians & Surgeons

Orange Park

Riverside

Ascension
St.Vincent's Hospital

DePaul Building

2 Shircliff Way
Suite 120

2023 Professional Center Dr.

Fleming Island 1855 East West Pkwy.

- Mandarin
abhurg

11790 San Jose Blvd.
1658 St. Vincent's Way, Suite 250

Joe and Dawn Nackashi with Frances and Anthony Jabbour

CAP’s Hold Record-Breaking
Event

Inspiration abounded at the 18th annual
Spring for the Arts, held Friday, April 21, at
Epping Forest Yacht Club, as the event raised
arecord-breaking nearly $800,000 for Cathedral
Arts Project (CAP) and its mission to elevate
arts education. This year, the CAP’s signature
fundraiser honored Amy and Gary Norcross
as its 2023 Guardians of the Arts.

“One of the great joys of my tenure has been
getting to know people like our honorees, Amy
and Gary Norcross, who consistently look out for
theinterests of others, especially our community's
children. It's people like the
Norcrosses, and all our
supporters, who have made
it possible over the past 30
years for CAP to provide the
kind of education that
empowersevery child’screative
spirit and encourages them
to share it with the world,”
said Kimberly L. Hyatt, CAP
president and CEO.

More than 300 attended
theevent, whichhasgenerated
more than $7 million since
its inception, and become
one of the most visible
organizations for arts
education in Northeast
Florida. Stephanie and Tim
Costserved ashonorary chairs,
Kristine Cherek and Kirk
Larsen served as event chairs,
and Darnell Smith was the
evening’s emcee. Spring for
the Artsfeatured an auction,
entertainment from Bold
City Classics and décor from
Harlow James Floral. Spirits
were donated by Foley Family
Wines and Southern Glazer's
Wine & Spirits.

Angela Spurling and Dominique Moore
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Happy Mother’s Day!

Show Mom How Much You Appreciate Her!

We Offer:

Fine Jewelry & Watches G |
Jewelry Repair S
Watch Repair =
Watch Batteries 'y
Band Adjustments ™
Pearl Stringing
Permanent Jewelry
Appraisals

.\.

2925 Corinthian Ave., Jacksonville, FL. 32210
(CLZYRIIERREY!
stjohnsjewelry.com

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @stjohnsjewelry

Located in the
former Frazier

Jewelry

Jewelers location.



<« Declan McCarthy, Cole Taylor,
John Pajcic and Findlay Leburn

IKurhryn Gantile gng Kenny Alvare;

o Heather Wood
% and Nary Cleary

Taklng 1t
to the
Yard “Fore”
Charity

Hayden, Cathy and Jerry urst

The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic hosted its annual yard golf and lawn party, The
Yard Course & Back 9, on Saturday, April 1, raising over $150,000 for Jacksonville
Area Legal Aid (JALA), which provides cost-free civil legal services for those in need.
The cornerstone of the event is the 18-hole course played at two Avondale homes
on the river, which includes celebrity shoot-outs, closest-to-the-pin competitions
and its own 6th-hole “island green.”

Sl o) B \ PHOTOGREDITASIANA
The NFL Contingent
Local celebrities, and category winners, in attendance this year were Josh Scobee,
Artis Gilmore, Mark McCumber and Steve Melnyk. Each winner’s charity of choice

was awarded $6,000, of which the Pajcics matched all donations and prizes dollar-
for-dollar to JALA.

Raymond Reid, Jim Daniel, Shaun Van Rensburg and Steve Pajcic

I?.alel

CREDIT UNION :

--'M'éke waves.
TIDAL WAVE MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS
When you've reached this level of savings, you're
no longer making waves, YOU ARE THE WAVE.
R
$100.00 - $99,999.99 | 0.39% | 0.40%
$100,000 - $249,999.99 | 1.49% | 1.50%
$1,000,000 + 2.08% | 2.10% CREPIT UNION

TIDAL WAVE MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT RATES®
$250,000 - $499,999.99 | 1.74% | 1.75%

If average daily balance is: APR* APY*
RadiFi
$500,000 - $999,999.99| 1.88% | 1.90% a I I

| Not a Member? If you live or work in Duval, Clay, St. Johns, Nassau, or Baker County, you can join.

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are current as of April 14, 2023, and are subject to change at any
time without notice. Our RadiFi Tidal Wave Money Market Account requires a minimum deposit of $2,500, and 50% of the opening balance
must come from funds not currently on deposit at RadiFi Credit Union. 50% of the Funds cannot be transferred from any RadiFi account
through ACH or internally. To fund, please call 800-443-2664 or visit a RadiFi Member Success Associate at any of our seven RadiFi
branches. This credit union is federally insured by the NCUA.

904-475-8000 | radificu.org

MEMORIAL PARK ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

A MEMORIAL
¥ CONCERT & PICNIC

)

Monday, May 29, 2023
starts at 6:30 P.M.

FREE

CONCERT

* *

~ Memorial Park

1620 Riverside Ave.

NAVY BAND SOUTHEAST

www.memparkjax.org/event

BRING FOLDING CHAIRS OR BLANKETS
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Dames

Night Out:
A fundraising
gala for the

Veterans Oral #
History Project =

BY: MICHELE LEIVAS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Louise Ropp and Barbara Harrell Dames

It was an evening of history, fun and food for The National Society of The Colonial
Dames of America in the State of Florida (NSCDA-FL) on Saturday, April 1 at their
All Hands on Deck Gala.

The evening kicked off with a tour of the USS Orleck Naval Museum and continued
with dinner, dancing and silent and live auctions at the River Club in downtown
Jacksonville. This was the first gala the organization has hosted, though NSCDA-FL
President Jane Arnold said she expects another will follow in future years.

“The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Florida
had a wonderful event [All Hands on Deck] on the USS Orleck and at the River
Club,” she wrote in a text message. “This event enabled us to promote and raise
funds for our Veterans Oral History Project, spearheaded by the Library of Congress
to interview and record the stories and experiences of our veterans and preserve
them at the Library of Congress and now on the USS Orleck. We thank all our
sponsors and friends who helped fund this and other Dames projects.”

As of April 20, Arnold advised the
organization was still collecting all the
figures relating to the event and did not
have a final number for funds raised.

In addition to raising awareness for
and promoting the Veterans Oral History
Project, NSCDA-FL oversees other projects,
including sending holiday cards to
veterans in assisted living facilities.
Arnold explained the organization's
mission is to promote “an appreciation
of our national heritage through historic
preservation, patriotic service and
educational projects.”

Ellen Stark, Allison Crisp and Jo Adamson

Billie Haynes with Jorge and Margie Morales, Zoie and Michael Morales

Residential Renos for Daniel Digs

Housing improvements will help improve the
odds for kids in our community

The Daniel 1884 Giving Society, the
philanthropic arm of Florida’s oldest child-
service agency, celebrated the renovation of
its residential treatment facility for children
in a special ceremony on the Daniel campus
on April 20. The organization officially dedicated
and renamed the cottage “Morales Cottage” in
honor of Zoie and Michael Morales, who have
championed the campaign to renovate the
on-campus children’s cottages.

Morales Cottage will house and serve up to
16 children with mental health issues co-existing
with mild-to-moderate developmental differences.
It is located on Daniel’s 10-acre campus and
features several bedrooms
and bathrooms, a large
activity area, a kitchen
and anindoor dining area.
Itwill also accommodate
treatments with a therapy

Cara

, . Bradburn
office, nurse’s station and with
reflecting room, as well Cindy Bleiel
asan outdoor courtyard. 2

. |
The cottage is slated to E !
open the end ofJu]_y Rob Rooks with John Wilchek

4bed/2ba/2,223 sqft 0
4639 Reed Bark Lane

MLS#1218657
Gated community of Old Mill Branch

$575,000

6705 Linford Lane
MLS#1211868
ONE OF AKIND in Garden Home Section of Fabulous
Epping Forest! Concrete Wall Constructed.

$1,499,000
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W% are waiting for YOU!

: ~ bath.This home has plenty of space for you and your family to spread
- outand make memories as current owners have for a half-century.

1983 San Marco Blvd.,
Jacksonville, FL

STUNNING HOME WITH SAN MARCO HISTORY
2103 River Road  muiss 1222341 $2,400,000

Are you looking for a home with a story to tell? Look no further
than this stunning historic home in San Marco. One of Jacksonville’s
most desirable neighborhoods. Step back in time as you enter this
- charming 3 story home, filled with character and architectural details
. that are sure to impress. From the beautiful hardwood floors to the
.~ intricate crown molding and high ceilings, every corner of this home
exudes elegance and sophistication Every bedroom has a private

Room to roam on more than an acre of property offering a birds
eye view of The St Johns River across the street. Stroll to San Marco
Square for dining, shopping and entertainment plus multiple parks.

N

0 Riverplace Court
MLS#1200874
Build your riverfront dream home,
located on cul-de-sac

$1,450,000

MLS#1212522
Darling Avondale bungalow.

$375,000

AV - U
Riverfront to Oceanfront
cell: 904.923.1511
office: 904.739.1626
anita@anitavining.com

subsidiary of Home! erica, Inc, a
Berkshire Hathaway affliate, and a franchisee of BHH
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol
are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance
Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or
guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with

a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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Spring has
% /1V» S Sprung at
A ¢ Garden Club

| of Jacksonville

The Garden Club of Jacksonville, which has been in
Jacksonville for nearly 100 years, had everything coming
up roses...and irises, and lilies, and daisies...for flower
lovers in Northeast Florida. Recently, the Garden Club

) I : : : hosted two large events at its Riverside Avenue location.

Marianne Salas, Robin Patton, = M5 O ' _ ) In late March, the Late Bloomers Garden Club (LBGC)
Francy Robertson and o g : ) . .

Leslie Pierpont -- presented its Garden Club of America Flower Show,

titled “On a Clear Day You Can See Forever.” The two-day

show featured hundreds of flowers and plants, all grown

\ ; 3% : - : and exhibited by garden club floral designers from

LuAnne Gordon and Catherine Rieman Florida, Georgia and beyond. Submissions were judged

T R i ’ oy by expertsin their fields in four divisions: floral design,
g e - . A= L = .

horticulture, photography and education, with the
striking creations reflecting current trends in floral
artistic design.

The Garden Club also hosted its own signature event
the second weekend of April, the 2023 Blooms Galore &
More, with a sprout sale, vendors, kid zone and food
trucks. Blooms Galore & More kicked off with a preview
party on April 7, which offered guests early shopping
admission to the event, as well as live music, beverages,
and a container display competition, with bidding on

Nicole Long, Leslie and Lucille Guzzone, Kim Collier Bernice Parker, Duzanne Perritt and Gloria Thomas the competition entries.
and Dana Long

. RIVERSIDE AVONDALE PRESERVATION’s

{ GARDEN TOUR

SATURDAY
MAY 13, 2023

10AM - 4PM

Perfect for Mother’s Day!

Gardens, Yards, Parks
Flowers, Art, Music
10 stops
Full day of activities
"Garden Margarita" Drink Specials

3 Gardening Workshops
o it — — TICKETS AT 904TIX
Artwork by Teresa Cook $25 IN ADVANCE, $30 AT THE DOOR

COLEUS & CANNA

N\ \\}E; .
L0 . ‘ /
o RUBRICX WﬂgﬁA

IGUAN A ON ij\lel( PAVER INSTALLERS SCAN M E

904-468-3311
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| LOCALFOLKS

Khoranhulm J. Wushlngtun hiking the Vulles Culdera, Los AIamus, New MEXICO, 2019

Sarby ofewelers

OF JACKSONVILLE

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE
FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552
(904) 346-0642 | harbyjewelers.com

[.ocal Folks:
Khoranhalai J.
Washington

BY MARY WANSER
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Durham, North Carolina and still has 144 cousins there. Six years ago, she

married a Navy man from Tallahassee, Florida, Dean Washington. For four
years, the Washingtons lived on the NAS JAX base near Ortega, while Dean was
stationed there. “We would spend all of our dates during the week in the Riverside-
Avondale area,” Khoranhalai said.

She is a full-time student who is pursuing a degree at the University of North
Florida (UNF), majoring in history, minoring in computer science. She is working on
publishing one of her papers on Jacksonville's sewer systems in correlation with
consolidation. “Itackled the sewer systems and the historical problems that Jacksonville
and Duval County were going to merge. I dove into why that was a problem and why
they weren't able to complete it,” Khoranhalai said. In 2022, when Khoranhalai was
a junior, Jacksonville'’s chapter of DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution)
presented her with an American History Scholarship based on that paper.

DAR has opened up many local opportunities for Khoranhalai. “Anywhere I go
that has any historical connection, they know them,” she said. Just the mention of
her affiliation with DAR, however loose, opens up suggestions of topics to research
and places to visit. “I have a whole list, including the underground tunnels I didn't
know Jacksonville had,” she said.

Khoranhalai J. Washington's first name is Hawaiian, though she is a native of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35

K @wtamldmcdwngﬂlhm Lepty

Revitalize colors, repair torn or missing pieces, produce
duplicates better than originals, originals never leave our site,
restoration framing and conservation, new prints last longer

than originals (testedto resist fading for 300 years)

PHOTOART

904.398.7668 | www.DanHarrisPhoto.Art
1124 Riviera Street, Jacksonville, FL 32207
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INSTALL OUR
MOBILE APP
Sign up today for

FREE pickup and
delivery!

Alterations, Window Treatments,
Shoe Repair, Luggage & Handbags,
Rug Cleaning, Wash & Fold (8lb. Minimum),
Wedding Gown Preservation

Ask about our pick-up
& delivery service!

WE APPRECIATE Helping neighborhood Moms
YOUR BUSINESS! look their best for generations.

20% 0 F F We look good when you look good!

your nextdr_y_cleaning order of 2955 0ak St. | 387-0415
$25.00 minimum or more!
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2023; Not valid for empl ; Not applicableto t hold items.
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Dean and Khoranhalai Washington, Grand Canyon, 2022

Currently, Khoranhalai is wrapping up research that will confirm her eligibility
tojoin DAR. She found that her great-great-great-grandfather served in the Civil War.
He was nicknamed Hell Billy Lee.

Khoranhalai interns at the Jacksonville Historical Society, helping clean up the
archives for easy access. She sorts through
boxes, re-organizes shelves, and catalogs
information so that it is more accessible to
people who want to do research there.

Coming from a mountainous state,
Khoranhalai is a hiker by hobby. She and her
dog, Dot, cover all of the greenspaces of
Jacksonville. “She needs a good three-hour
hike before she’s finally done and calm,”
Khoranhalai said of the whippet terrier mix.

Riverside Park is a preferred place to roam.
“It's not much of a hike, but it's really beautiful!” Khoranhalai said. She and Dot jump
over park benches to compensate for the flat land and are captivated by sunrises
there, which Khoranhalai described as “absolutely gorgeous,” even though she’s not
a morning person.

“I love the really old feel of Riverside and Avondale,” Khoranhalai said. She
appreciates that they are both close-knit communities with friendly people who are

Crysital Bowl Swwma [Befinl

ONE OF A KIND EXPERIENCE!

Nexxt Class May 288 7o ="

530 Yoga Den Members
%35 Regular Price

‘Scan me with your
enmern:

sign up online or our app
3653 St Johns Ave | Yoga-Den.com | Avondale@Yoga-Den.com | 904.662.0485

YOgG Den Avonda|e

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, British Motors, is desiring to engage in business
under the Fictitious name of Arlington Auto Care located at 1335 Marcheck Street in the
County of Duval Jacksonville Florida 32211 and intends to change the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated at
Jucksonville Florida, this Ist day of May 2023. DEWEY G. MILLER.

Give her the gift of sight with a gift

card from Davalt Optical!

(904) 353-6229 | 807 LOMAX
ST. JACKSONVILLE, FL 32204

Scan Here to Purchase a Gift

| love the really old feel of
Riverside and Avondale.

always willing to carry on a
conversation with her on the
sidewalk. That's something she
missed about the small town she
had grown up in. “And you can
walk everywhere in those small
sections,” she added

Khoranhalai finds the Cummer
Museum appealing because of the
history tied to it. She likes browsing
the collection of antique items at
5 Points Vintage. She relishes the
tree canopy of St. Johns Avenue.
And the coconut ramen draws her
to Hawkers Asian Street Food.

“Ilove looking at old Florida,”
shesaid. So, for her birthday earlier
this year, she visited The Yearling
Restaurant in Cross Creek, which
isnamed for the work by Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings and her state
park nearby.

“I love going to old places,”
Khoranhalai said. And she prefers
traveling via old routeways rather than major highways. Last summer, Dean was
re-stationed to California. Khoranhalai drove him to his new base, traveling along
Route 40, the Main Street of America, and stopping at the historic Route 66 attractions
along the Mother Road. “I like to go slow,” she said.

Khoranhalai has a passion for
nature conservation and, on their
four-day drive to California, she
wanted to show her husband as
many of the national preserves as
she could, as he hadn't ever visited
them. “Even though they were
designed specifically so that people,
particularly military people, could
getbacktonature, relaxand unwind,”
she said. “He had been overseas a
lot. But he had never seen what we have [in America].”

Khoranhalai made that long, slow drive back to Jacksonville. Her mom met up
with her to keep her company on the trip. Now that Dean is living far away, Khoranhalai
decided to move into UNF campus housing in Southside while she finishes up her
degree. Dot is temporarily living in Tallahassee with Dean’s family. Khoranhalai visits

her on weekends to hike through greenspaces and jump over park benches.
Learn how to dance with confidence and style.
DANCE PACKAGE
7 A

Khoranhalai J. Washington at The Yearling Restaurant, February 2023

— KHORANHALAI J. WASHINGTON
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AvondaleDance.com | (904) 384-8324| 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205
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Capital campaign for Hunger Fight underway

Organization feeds hungry children, enhances literacy throughout the region

After 10 years, local nonprofit Hunger Fight is
moving to a new space to accommodate the ever-
growing problem of food insecurity and hunger
in our community. The move comes as part of its
capital campaign, which will help to mitigate the
nearly 1 in 4 children who do not have access to
enough food outside of school across the US.

Sherri Porter and her husband Dean realized
how alarming these statistics were, felt there was
an incredible need and founded Hunger Fight
to address the issue. Over time, while honing
the mission, they created three programs: ‘Feed
the Backpacks' to provide weekend nutrition to
children who are enrolled in the Federal Free and
Reduced Meal Plan at school; ‘Feed the Need to
Read, which delivers free books to preschool
children each month; and #iDREAM Campaign,
a hybrid of the two which asks for a monthly
contribution of $18 dollars to both feed and
educate local children.

To date, the nonprofit has packed 17.6 million
meals to fight childhood hunger in 16 counties in
northeast Florida, three counties in the panhandle
“With our
growth, our building is a must,” said Dean, vice

and one county in South Georgia.

president of operations. “We're at capacity.”

Dean and Sherri started Hunger Fight back
in 2012 and it has seen substantial growth year
after year. It is currently bursting at the seams at
its current facility. This year alone, Hunger Fight
will pack 7 million meals. “It’s been a crazy year,
Executive Director Sherri said. “We’re blessed to
be a part of it”

In January, Hunger Fight broke ground at its
future facility off St. Johns Bluff Road, which will
house its headquarters and a 15,000-square-foot
warehouse. The hope is to move into the facility

in November.

Construction, North Florida Pediatrics, Northeast
Florida Association of Realtors (NEFAR) and
Riverside Homes.

The goal is to raise $7.5 million. Nine months

On. Jan. 20, 2023, Hunger Fight's top supporters were captured tossing the dirt at the site
of the new headquarters on the corner of St. Johns Bluff and Airport Terrace Drive.

Currently, Hunger Fight is able to feed a little
more than 13,500 children per week on average,
and Dean said with the expansion, there is the
potential to feed 40,000 per week.

All of this is only possible through its partners
and those who have donated to its three-
year Capital Campaign, especially LandSouth

into the campaign, the group has already raised
$1.25 million. If they can raise at least $2.8 million,
funds would pay for the building, land and logistics
and Hunger Fight would be mortgage free.

“That in itself would allow us to do 500,000
more meals and 20,000 more books a year;” Dean
said.

On a yearly basis, Hunger Fight partners with
420 businesses who either join their annual
packing event or host their own event.

“We can be their feel-good, humanitarian
activity to give back,” Dean said. “We can be that
vehicle for them because we are a turnkey. We will
come to you. We will bring everything”

They raise funds year-round and purchase
raw ingredients from local farmers across the
country. Then they package raw ingredients at
the 60 to 65 different events held throughout the
year. They partner with other local institutions
who distribute the meals. Local partners include
Food for Kids, Mical’s Backpacks, Lutheran Social
Services, Mandarin Food Bank, Catholic Charities,
Overflow, Challenge Enterprises and Food Bank of
Green Cove Springs.

“Everything we do then blesses other backpack
programs, food pantries and food banks in the
community, Dean said. “Any time somebody
partners with us, they’re not just partnering with
us, they’re partnering with other local institutions
that end up being the beneficiaries of the meals”

Currently, they serve 13,500 title 1 elementary
students on a weekly basis, but there are 160,000
title 1 students in the counties they serve.

“Although we are doing a good job, there’s still
so much more to do,” Dean said.

Hunger Fight survives on cash donations and
one easy way to donate is through its #iDream
Campaign. It stands for “I donate regularly $18 a
month.” “You can change the lives of five children
on a local basis—three can get meals every
weekend and two get an age-appropriate book,

Dean said.

For those looking for more information about the programs, ways to give your time or donations, visit hungerfight.org.
Or, if you are seeking a way to make an impact on the capital campaign, click on the donate link and choose - capital campaign.
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Covington to represent
U.S. at the Golf Croquet
World Championship

BY PEGGY HARRELL JENNINGS
RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

acksonville native Helen
’ Covington is slated to represent
the U.S. inthe 2023 Golf Croquet
World Championship against 56
formidable competitors in West Sussex,
England, this summer, where she will
also carry the flag in the opening
ceremony. Honored as the 2022 Female
Player of the Year by the United States
Croquet Association, Covington
remains humble about her status. Since retiring as a social studies teacher from
Mandarin High School, Covington has shifted her dedication to croquet, which she
calls her “Silver Sport.”

“I'wouldn’t be able to play at this level unless I retired. I hated to leave teaching, but
COVID changed everything, and after retirement I got to play more, travel to tournaments
and compete. I never thought I would achieve this level with a sport that I took up at
age 60,” said Covington.

Covington started her croquet journey at the Florida Yacht Club, mainly out of
curiosity, when U.S. Croquet Association Hall of Fame member John Curington came
to teach. She continued every Saturday, starting in 2015. By July 2019, she had won her
first singles tournament, and by July 2021 she was ranked the #1 woman.

“I knew my tennis days were done because of my knees but croquet is something
you can do even if you're older,” she said. “Never in my life did [ think I'd be playing a

Covington encourages
people to give golf croquet
a try. “It is a fast-growing
sport, and although many
of the courses are in gated
communities or private clubs,
more and more public courses
are becoming available,”
she said.

sport in an international competition.” . o . .

Her dedication to practice at the Ponte Vedra Croquet Club has paid off in championship Flor lda Chr lStlan NOW L €as lng
wins, being photographed for Croquet News Magazine, giving demonstrations to : .
various croquet clubs and being featured on First Coast Connect. AP artments Sp acClous Studlo S

In golf croquet There is a 1/32 or 1/16 clearance to get the ball through the wicket.
Like billiards, players can jump their ball over someone else’s to get through the wicket. Aﬁor d abl e
Covington's longest jump ball is a whopping 12 feet. She remarked that it's much “easier @ *Income/Age Limits Apply
said than done.” In addition to perfecting that jump ball, Covington has been focusing e Professionally Managed by SPMLLC Apartment Homes
on stamina leading up to the tournament, since there are no time limits in the game,
and matches can last 6 to 7 hours or more.

(904) 381-4800 | 1-800-955-8771 /711 TTY | 1115 S Edgewood Ave S., Jacksonville F1 32205
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More
Murray

Hill Murals

BY JENNIFER JENSEN

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Murray Hill is quickly becoming the go-to place for murals and public art in Jacksonville. Local artist Jason
Tetlak and the Murray Hill Preservation Association (MHPA) have invited a number of artists to help add new,
colorful artwork to the growing collection of murals already in the neighborhood.

“With the help of some funding from MHPA, we were able to get six new pieces created,” said Tetlak. “We lost a
couple of murals recently to property owners renovating their buildings, so I thought it was 1rnportant toputupa
few new pieces to keep things heading in the right direction.” 4

Four new murals now adorn the garage doors of the Left Lane Jax auto shop,
across from Dreamette on Post Street. The new murals were painted by Halsey,
Kbmer, Chris Sweeney and Brenda Kato, who is the artist responsible for the
large sunflower mural that many Murray Hill residents are already familiar
with. A large jaguar mural by Atlantic Beach artist Phillip Walker was painted
on the side of Frank’s Industrial on Lenox Avenue. The sixth mural was an
abstract, painted by Ansley Randall on the Park Street underpass at Roosevelt
Boulevard, with permission from CSX.

Tetlak himself is working on a new mural near Riverside High School that
he hopes will be inspirational for school photos.

“Ihave been looking for a place to paint this Riverside design ever since they
first announced the school’s name change,” he said. “I wanted to make sure
there was a place where current students could show off their school spirit.”
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50 Years of Military Success

Bishop Kenny’s Navy Junior Reserve
Officers Training Corps celebrates

Cadet Sean Limbaga standing next to
a historical NJROTC timeline poster.

Cadet Brian Charpiat maneuvers a drone to simulate
a carrier deck landing.

Bishop Kenny High School celebrated the 50th anniversary of its Navy Junior
Reserve Officers Training Corps (NJROTC) program on March 28. The evening
included multiple team demonstrations, and highlighted the program’s new Multi-
purpose Training Facility, which houses a state-of-the-art marksmanship range, and
offers cadets an Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Unmanned Aerial Systems
course aimed at earning the FAA Part 107 Remote Pilot certificate.

“Bishop Kenny's NJROTC has been a distinguished unit for 14 years running, and
I am proud to be part of that history. The cadets in the program are the ones who
make that success possible, maintaining a high level of excellence while preparing
themselves for college and for life,” said Commander Brian Morrill, USN (Ret.),
Senior Naval Science Instructor.

Landon Chess Takes
3rd at State Champs

Julia Landon College Prep chess team
finished 3rd of 43 middle school teams
at the 2023 State Scholastic Chess
Championship held in Orlando in March.
Pictured: Sponsor Keith Smith, Advait
Gadre, Aanya Kumar, Arjun Singh, Bavi
Whale, Sidhant Uniyal and Lucas Berkov
with Coach George Foote.
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FFun Comes in Rows on River Day

Third graders from the Bolles Lower School’s Ponte Vedra Beach Campus and
Whitehurst Campus joined up on March 29 for Grade 3 River Day on the St. Johns
River. The students kayaked, fished, and rotated between four hands-on, learning
stations throughout the morning.

Onland, upper school teacher Kathryn Fletcher led a marine science activity that
educated students about the different animals that call Northeast Florida home,
including alligators, dolphins, bass and turtles. Bolles Director of Rowing Christopher
Register also taught students about crew and allowed them to sit in an eight-person
shell in the Peyton Boathouse & Rice Family Crew Complex.

Episcopal
" Science Students
Shine at State

Honors Science Seminar students at
the Episcopal School of Jacksonville won
i : second, third and fourth place awards,
honorable mentions, special awards, and a college scholarship at the State Science
and Engineering Fair of Florida. A total of 800 students from public and independent
schools presented their projects to judges from industry, academia and professional
organizations. The Episcopal winners are: Nia Atcherson, Tom Commander, Sofia
Davila, Claire Huang, Ryan Napoleon, Parthiv Reddy, William Rosenberg and Matt
Salek. William Rosenberg will represent the region at the International Science Fair,
May 14-19, in Dallas, Texas. He will be competing with approximately 1,700 students
from 75 different countries.
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FINLEY'S FAST FEET

Local Family Honors Son
Through Advvcacy

Finley Webb loved to run

CONFIDENCE FOR

BY WINDY TAYLOR

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

Imost everyone remembers March 2020 as
adifficult month, but one Jacksonville family
was dealt an unimaginable tragedy just as
the world seemed like it was falling apart.
Emily and Charles Webb lost their middle child, Flnley,
and they are still looking for answers.
“March 15, 2020, was a Sunday,”
said Finley's mom, Emily Webb.
“The country started learning about
COVID that Friday before he passed
away. I remember being at Publix
that Saturday, stocking up on food,
hearing that Duval County schools
were extending their spring break.
It was a wild time.”
That next day started out like
a normal north Florida Sunday.
Emily Webb took her children to
Neptune Beach, where they played
in the tidepools and had a picnic.
“Onthe way home, Finley fell asleep
in the car seat, which was very
typical,” she said. “We got home,
and I picked him up and asked if he
wanted to finish his lunch or lay back down, he said he
wanted to lay back down. At1:00,I checked on him, he
was fine, he was sleeping.”
When she checked on him at 2:00, Finley was
not breathing.

with his teddy bear.

THE ENTIRE FAMILY

W,

\

Emily and Charles Webb with Baton (9),
Madeline (5) and Sawyer (18 mo.)

Women&shoes

Benefitting

“We called 911, [my husband] Charles performed
CPR but we could not resuscitate him. At that point the
ambulance came, they also had lots of questions while
they tried to resuscitate him. They took him to Wolfson
[Chlldren s Hospital], but they were unable to get a

. heartbeat.”

The medical examiner who
performed Finley's autopsy could
find no cause of death. In fact,
Finley's death remains
unexplained to this day. Without
aclear cause of death, cases like
Finley'sare categorized as Sudden
Unexplained Death in Childhood,
or SUDC. Unlike the more-familiar
SIDS (Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome), SUDC affects children
between 1 and 18.

“It can happentoall children,”
Webb said. “A healthy child falls
asleep, or is taking a nap,
sometimes a child sort of passes
out, they become unresponsive
and cannot be rehabilitated.”

The medical examiner was familiar with this
condition, and helped the Webbs connect with the
SUDC Foundation. According to the foundation’s website,
SUDC affected around 450 children in the U.S. in 2021.

N
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Finley’s Fast Feet 5k drew nearly 100 people in March 2023.
1 ‘r

The mission of the SUDC Foundation is threefold: they collect data on families who
have experienced SUDC, they fund research on potential causes of SUDC, and they
provide support at no cost to families in the form of weekly counseling, annual retreats,
and group therapy opportunities.

“You get to navigate it together, with someone who understands exactly what
you're going through,” Webb said. “All loss is hard, but when it's unexpected and a
child, people don’t know how to react. That’s why we advocate; we want families to
be aware, but we want this foundation to get as much money as they can to provide
these services to families.”

&6 |t meanssomuch
to hear people say his name. 7

- EMILY WEBB

The Webbs have given samples of Finley's blood and tissue to the SUDC Foundation,
as well as donated their own genetic information for testing.

Madeline Webb participates in the Finley’s Fast Feet 5k.»

The first months after Finley's death : .
were a fog of grief, but eventually the Webbs - .,{. &
decided to use their time and energy to =" " >
help families in similar circumstances. m -

‘“I'mapretty activerunnerand heloved =
running with me,” Webb said of Finley. |
“He would run with his teddy bear. We
thought Finley's Fast Feet would be the
perfect name.” In March 2022, they held
the first Finley's Fast Feet 5k to raise money for the SUDC Foundation, and around 60
people participated. This March, the number increased to 100, and $4,000 was raised.
The 5k starts at the Webbs’ home and retraces Finley’s favorite neighborhood spots.

In addition to the 5k, the Webbs also purchased 350 new books and donated them
tolocal schools, like St. John's Presbyterian Preschool, where Finley was a student, and
Fishweir Elementary, where he would currently be enrolled. Each book has an SUDC
sticker on the inside with Finley’s name on it. The family has also planted a tree in
Boone Park, as well as inscribed a brick in the park with Finley’s name.

“Heloved going there and playing,” Webb said. “It makes us feel good to see people
admiring his trees, and saying his name. It means so much to hear people say his name.”
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for the students of John Stockton Elementary School to enjoy, which they celebrated at a
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Monday, April 3.

Stockton Elementary Students
Celebrate New Playground

Families and faculty at Ortega Forest’s John Stockton Elementary School
celebrated a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Monday, April 3 for new playground
equipment provided by the Friends of Stockton (FOS).

The parent-led nonprofit organization raised a “record high of nearly $70,000"
during the 2021-22 school year, explained FOS President Ellen Wilson in an e-mail.
With these funds, FOS was able to acquire and install the new playground equipment
along with several other projects for the school, “including a renovation of the
teachers’ lounge, teacher grants, purchasing STEM assets for the school, hosting a
school beautification day, hosting a schoolwide magic show, sponsoring the Stockton
Robotics Team, and providing yard signs for graduating fifth graders and incoming
kindergarteners.”

FOS worked closely with the school’s administration to identify fundraising
goals, Wilson added, and the need for additional playground equipment was brought
up by John Stockton Elementary School Principal Stephanie Brannan as the existing
playground equipment had been “insufficient for the number of kids using the
playground equipment during recess.”

“I am so excited for the new addition to our playground,” wrote Brannan in an
e-mail. “The students are so excited and are thoroughly enjoying it. Since Ijoined
the Stockton family 7 years ago, Friends of Stockton have worked diligently conducting
fundraisers and fostering business partners in order to provide our students with
technology upgrades, such as interactive monitors, iPads, and a new audiovisual
system. They have also provided new soccer goals, funded the robotics team and
the Jr. Riverkeepers Team. FOS members also work hard to keep our campus beautiful
by planting flowers, building benches and painting the sensory path on the back
playground. We are so fortunate to have the support of the Stockton community.”
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Aerial view of the Keith Doles playground mural at West Rivrside Elementary School.

A Labyrinth of Love

A beautiful playground art mural was recently completed at West Riverside
Elementary School (WRES) in March. Created by artists Keith Doles, of the Bridge
Muralists, and Tiffany Manning, the mural depicts a colorful, stone labyrinth with
inspirational quotes from various leaders like Maya Angelou and Isabel Allende.
The quotes are written in both Spanish and English to reflect the school’s diversity.
Funded through the PTA's Fall Festival, the mural spans the width of the 65- by
45-foot concrete pad and surrounds the preexisting school logo. It is the third in
the area by Doles.

“It was a pleasure working with the school, the PTA, and Tiffany on this interactive
art project. During the last couple of days painting, some first graders and their teacher
came out to see the labyrinth. They thought it was ‘so cool, and that was the approval
Iwanted at the end of this. My late mother was a DCPS teacher at Mamie Agnes Jones
Elementary and encouraged my pursuit in becoming an artist,” said Doles.

Sawyer Deacon and Scout Deacon

Diagram of a H.E.R.O.

Sixth grade students Sawyer Deacon and Scout Deacon represented St. Paul’s
Catholic School-Riverside at the recent Sidewalk Chalk Contest, spearheaded by
the Riverside Engagement Committee. Sawyer and Scout’s illustration featured at
the St. Vincent's Riverfront, depicted “Operation H.E.R.O.,” an ongoing partnership
between the school and Ascension St. Vincent’s Hospital. Operation H.E.R.O. (Health,
Education, Resources and Opportunities) brings high-quality academics, healthcare
and mentoring to middle school students at St. Paul’s by allowing doctors to teach
hands-on classes in classrooms and the hospital's auditorium and Family Medicine
Residency Program labs.
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Marco Chua, Viktoriia Galushchak and Joshua Inocencio after the SSEF awards ceremonies on April 6 in Lakeland.

Science Success for St. Paul’s

Three St. Paul’s Catholic School-Riverside students earned top places at the
State Science and Engineering Fair (SSEF) of Florida held in Lakeland on April 4-6.
Marco Chua, with his project “Wave Force Dissipation: Year Two,” won first place
in the Junior Earth and Environmental Sciences category. Viktoriia Galushchak,
whose project was entitled “How Can People Who Don't Know Sign Language
Communicate with People Who Use It?,” won third place in the Junior Intelligent
Machines, Robotics and Systems Software category. Joshua Inocencio, with his
project “Could a Statement Being Positive or Negative Impact Its Credibility?,” won
the Recognition Award in the Junior Behavioral and Social Sciences category.

Chua and Galushchak will go on to compete in the Thermo Fisher Scientific
Junior Innovators Challenge (formerly Broadcom MASTERS) national science fair
this summer.

Anderson Honored
for Juvenile Justice

Eric Anderson, Stop Now and Plan (SNAP) Manager
at Youth Crisis Center (YCC), received the FJJA Service
Excellence Award from the Florida Juvenile Justice
Association and Department of Juvenile Justice at their
Annual Legislative Reception on March 29, 2023.
Andersonwas honored for his outstanding contributions
and achievements to the juvenile justice system, Eric Anderson with fellow hanoree
including his commitment to providing high-quality Ashle Jennings.
care and support to young people in crisis. He, along with two others in the Florida
Network of Youth and Family Services, were recognized at the reception.

“We are thrilled to see these three inspiring individuals recognized for their
achievements. [Their] dedication makes a huge difference in hundreds of families,”
said Stacy Gromatski, president and CEO of the Florida Network of Youth and Family
Services. “They are each heroes to me, and their examples inspire us all.”

Scott Named
Miss Basketball

Taliah Scott, senior at St. Johns Country Day
School, has been named the 2023 Florida Dairy
Farmers Miss Basketball. The Florida Dairy Farmers
High School Sports Awards are the longest-running
program recognizing excellence in high school
athletics, and the award is voted on by a statewide
panel of high school coaches and media representatives.

Scott, who plays guard, has signed to play collegiate
ball at the University of Arkansas. She averaged 36.2
points, 9.2 rebounds, 4.7 assists, and 2.9 steals per game. She was named FHSAA
Division 2A Player of the Year, 2022-23 Gatorade Florida Girls Basketball Player of the
Year, and to the McDonald's All American Team roster. She was in Houston, playing
in the McDonald's All American game, when she heard the news of her award.

“Iam so very proud of Taliah and all of the hard work that she has put in to reach
this level in her career,” said her Girls Varsity Basketball Coach Yolanda Bronston.
“She is an excellent representative of our team and our school.”

Coach Yolanda Bronston and Taliah Scott

Eagles Lacrosse Soars through Semifinals

The girls varsity lacrosse team at Episcopal School of Jacksonville is running
on a string of victories as they advance toward regionals. They won the district
championship on April 13, defeating Bolles 16-4.

“As a program, we are so excited to clinch another district championship and
head into regional play ranked sixth in the state for 1A. The Eagles reached the final
four last year for the first time in program history and hope to make another
appearance in the 2023 season,” said head coach Krista Grabher.

The Eagles then hosted the regional quarterfinal on April 20, where Episcopal
again was victorious, defeating Tocoi Creek 14-3 to advance to the regional semifinal
on April 25. Episcopal won again on their home turf, emerging with an 11-3 win over
St. Augustine to go to regionals. The regional meet was held on Friday, April 28, but
results were not available by press time.

In addition to Grabher, the team is led by coaches Shannon Gilfedder, Jordan
Leake and Jordan Smith.

Excellence Across Four Pillars

The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond the
classroom. Episcopal prepares students for success in college
and beyond through a balanced program built on Four Pillars:
Academics, Athletics, Fine Arts, and Spiritual Life. Episcopal
students find their passions while shaping who, not what, they
will become.

Visit ESJ.org To Explore Your Future

MUNNERLYN GRADES 6 - 12

4455 ATLANTIC BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207
904.396.7104

BEACHES PRE-K 3 - GRADE 5

450 11th AVE. NORTH, JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250
904.246.2466

ST. MARK’'S AGE 1 - GRADE 5

4114 OXFORD AVE., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210
904.388.2632

EPISCOPAL

SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE



THE COVENANT SCHOOL OF JACKSONVILLE'S

CLASS OF 2w23

The Covenant School of Jacksonville honors the Class of 2023. These seniors are prepared in every

regard, and it shows. With acceptances to The University of Florida, Florida State University,
University of Central Florida, University of North Florida, University of South Florida, Jacksonville
University, Liberty University, Flagler College, as well asother institutions, these scholars are ready.
Nearly all have earned scholarships - academic scholarships, athletic scholarships, and/or fine arts
achievements from these institutions, as well as Bright Futures. There is no doubt that they have
grown in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and man (Luke 2:52).

Of these seniors, five of them started during the school’s inaugural year and remained all 14 years,
preschool - 12th Grade. These scholars, along with their families and churches, were instrumental
in the development of their school. The others who joined along the way were welcomed additions.
Well done, Warriors. Well done. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: The Lord make his face shine
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee
peace. -Numbers 6:24-26

Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all. — Aristotle

Committed to caring for our neighbors
for over 100 years

From delivering our first babies at Southside in 1873 to performing our first surgeries at Riverside in 1916 to providing convenient,
personalized care you can trust at today’s Ascension St. Vincent's care sites, we're here for you and your family.

We're still your first choice. Today, you can rely on us as the leader in heart care and bariatrics, and for advanced surgery for spine care. We
also excel in the things that can't be measured, like listening more closely and caring more compassionately. And that's true whether we've
known your family for generations or you're a new neighbor. Start a conversation with the care teams who have always been here.

ascension.org/JacksonvilleCare

Ascension
St.Vincent'’s

© Ascension 2023. All rights reserved
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Ten Commitments
Strong for_Bolles

Bolles students commit to college athletics April 12

Ten more Bolles student-athletes
were honored April 12 for committing to
a particular college or university to
continue their athletic and academic
careers. Family, friends, classmates,
coaches and faculty gathered in Davis
Gym on the San Jose Campus to celebrate.
This is the third college commitment
ceremony at Bolles this school year to
recognize student-athletes as they commit
to colleges. An additional 34 students
were honored at ceremonies in November
and February.

The following Bolles student-athletes
were honored in their respective sport:
Matthew Berry, football, DePauw University;
Madison Balaskiewicz, golf, Daytona
State College; Ella Neskora, track and
field, University of Pennsylvania; and

Drew Bowen, Drew Heck
and Porawat Rommaneekochchakorn

Sophie Benkusky, Katie Ford, Ella Neskora

Playing It Fair
Riverside Presbyterian students
produce a health and wellness fair

Riverside Presbyterian Day School (RPDS) sixth grade students hosted a Health and
Wellness Fair in the school's Kissling Hall in April, as part of an interdisciplinary unit
regarding health and wellness. This student-led fair included booths and activities
that showcased the eight different facets taught in their health unit: education,
social, spiritual, emotional, financial, physical and intellectual health and well-being.
The students invited parents and other students to visit the stations and learn from
the sixth graders about different ways to pursue healthier and happier lives.
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Jage Jennings and Gage Gerisch manning their smoothie
station at the Wellness Fair.

Abi Britton, Quinn Indelicato and Duncan McArthur
presenting at the Health and Wellness Fair.

Adams Named Academic All-State

Kate Adams, a senior at Episcopal School of Jacksonville
(ESJ), has been named to the 29th Annual Florida Dairy
Farmers Academic All-State Team. The Florida High School
Athletic Association announced the all-state team last
week, which honors 24 graduating student-athletes
who excel in both athletics and academics. Scholarship
nominees are evaluated by a committee on their athletic
participation, academic record, extracurricular activities,
community service and essay. She will be recognized
at abanquet on Monday, June 5, where she will receive
a $1,700 scholarship and a commemorative medallion.

Adamsis a National Merit Semifinalist, Advanced Placement Scholar, and received
two Silver Keys at the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. She has participated in four
varsity sports: volleyball, lacrosse, basketball and beach volleyball, served as class
president and Eagle Ambassador for the past three years, and has accumulated over
200 volunteer service hours. Adams is the fifth academic all-state student recognition

Kate Adams

.. . R ESJ has received since 2018, the most of any school in Northeast Florida.
Vivian Stovall, track and field, University

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Six of the committed athletes will
be joining their college’s swimming
and diving team: Lachlan Andrew,
United States Naval Academy; Drew
Bowen, LaSalle University; Drew Heck,
University of Pittsburgh; Porawat
Rommaneekochchakorn, Denison
University; Sophie Benkusky, East
Carolina University; and Katie Ford,
University of Wyoming.

and Vivian Stovall

Clogging your drain
IS your business.

Unclogglng It s ours.

Mutthew Berry, Madison Balaskiewicz
and Lachlan Andrew

Ortega Computer Repair

Don’t waste time on flowers...

Get rid of Bryan Arnold
moms 904.410.0127
viruses! 0cr.410.0127@gmail.com

OrtegaComputerRepair.com

Monday Friday: 9:30am-5:00pm

ST. JOHNS

g PRESBYTERIAN ovae e IR
== == CHURCH RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL

We handle Plumbing Emergencies:

| Re-Piping | Drain Cleaning
Toilet & Faucet Repairs | Slab Leaks

Cast Iron Replacement
SUNDAY SERVICES:

9 AM TRADITIONAL SERVICE

10 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
11 AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

JOIN US IN-PERSON AND LIVE STREAM @ SJPCJAX.ORG

4275 HERSCHEL STREET JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32210
PHONE: (904)384-4501

2690 Rosselle Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204 TerryVereenPlumbing.net

GET $25 OF YOUR SERVICE

CALL ANY WEEKDAY IN MAY! ©
CALL US TODAY. TERRY VEREEN PLUMBING, INC. 904-384-5661 .

Clip this coupon and schedule your appointment. Saving money has never heen this easy!

Some restrictions apply. Offer valid only during regular business hours (8am-5pm). Does not include installation of fixtures or appliances. Coupon must be presented
to receive discount. Limit One per customer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on jobs already quoted. Payments must be
made at time of service to receive discount. Offer expires May 31, 2023.

STATE CERTIFIED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR CFCO 25597
© © 06 0606006 000060000000 06000 00000000000 000 0 00
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THEWAY WEWERE

The Way We Were: Bill and Barbara Ketchum

BY MARY WANSER

RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

his month marks the 62nd wedding anniversary of Bill

and Barbara Ketchum of Ortega. Although they love

being in large groups at clubs and dinners, they have
quiet plans this year with friends and family. Included in those
plans is time set aside to read this article in The Resident, a
paper they consider a community asset.

Asfor their 61 previous anniversaries, Barbara said, “We've
had some of them in great places. That's the wonderful thing
about doing as much as we've done. We don't feel a strong
need to do a lot more.”

Asamarriage and family counselor for many years, Barbara
is aware of how lucky she and her husband are. “We have had
anunusually and remarkably happy marriage,” she
said. She attributes that good fortune to their
differences. They each bring aspects to the
relationship that the other doesn't.

“She’san extrovertand leads usin our nighttime _
social life, lining up dinners with people,” Bill / v
said of his wife. i3

“I talk about ten times as much as he does.
AndIdon'tlike dealing with numbers, but that’s
all he did in his career and for our family. He
took care of anything that had to do with
numbers,” said Barbara.

In addition to their differences, Barbara
credits their long and successful marriage to
Bill being “such a nice person,” describing
him as “quiet and supportive.” Their shared
values and enjoyment of travel have counted
aswell. “We've traveled all over this world.
I'm happy we did it when we did it, because
we're too old to hassle with it anymore,” she said.

Despite their wanderlust, the Ketchums are deeply rooted in
Jacksonville. Born in Avondale, Bill grew up on Pine Street. He went to Fishweir
Elementary and Lake Shore Middle School. He graduated in 1950 from Riverside High,
formerly Robert E. Lee, and played halfback for their football team when they won the
1949 state championship.

“Inever left here, except for the military and for college,” Bill said. That’s only twice
in his 91 years that Bill ever moved away from Jacksonville - once to serve the country
in the Counterintelligence Corps of the U.S. Army, and before that, for his education
at the University of Florida in Gainesville prior to grad school at The Wharton School,
University of Pennsylvania. And in over nine decades, Bill has resided in only three
different Jacksonville houses.

Barbara will turn 88 next month. She
was born to American parents in Havana,
Cuba, and was raised there until Fidel
Castro came to power. Barbara’s family
fled the country in the late 1950s. She
began her higher education at16 at Vanderbilt
University in Tennessee. Upon graduation,
she moved to Jacksonville and lived with
her friend Mason Darby in Mrs. Lane’s
garage apartment on Richmond Street in
Avondale, the property that came to be
known as the Lane-Towers House.

Barbara and Mason traveled together
on a seven-week grand tour of Europe.
When they returned in the summer 0f 1956, Mason hosted a party on Mrs. Lane’s front
lawn. Bill, home on break from Wharton where he was working toward earning an
MBA, was invited. He first met Barbara at that party.

It wasn't until spring of 1960 when Bill and Barbara had their first date. He invited
her to a Friars party. The Friars was a single men’s group that Bill had belonged to for
years. The girls had a similar club called The Spinsters, of which Barbara was a member.
For the Fourth of July that year, Bill invited Barbara to another party with friends in
the mountains. “That's when we really started
focusing on each other,” Barbara said.

On May 6, 1961, Bill and Barbara walked
down the aisle of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church.
It's where they'd later attend on a regular
basis as a family with their three children,
and where they remain active members to
this day. Bill still participates in weekly
Sunday school classes, and Barbara still
provides some premarital counseling
sessions.

Upon their marriage, the couple moved
to Huntington Road in Ortega. There, the
Ketchums grew into a family of five. When
their children were 9, 7 and 5 years old, Bill
and Barbara moved the family to Apache

The Ketchums, Ponte Vedra, August 1970

Barbara and Bill Ketchum,
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, May 6, 1961
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The Ketchum Family, Lake Glenville, NC, summer 2021

Avenue in Ortega Terrace. “It's a wonderful neighborhood
to raise children,” Barbara said.

That was back in 1971, and Bill and Barbara still live there
today, 52 years later. “When we moved to where we are now,
we were the youngest persons in the area, and now we're by
far the oldest,” Bill said.

While reflecting on their Jacksonville life, Bill shared that
hehad held a career in the mortgage business while Barbara
cared for their children at home. For 21 years, Bill was with
Florida Title and Mortgage Company; he spent an additional
18 with Barnett Bank of Florida, which eventually became
Bank of America.

When not at the office, Bill often could be found on a
tennis court at the Florida Yacht Club. He played on men’s
teams, Barbara onladies’. “And later on, I played alot of golf,”
Bill said. “All around town, at 10 or 15 different courses. All
I do now is walk with a grocery cart at Publix.” But that’s not
really all. Bill exercises at the Club’s gym three or four times
per week. He attributes his health and longevity to the genes
he inherited from his mother, who lived to 93.

“We have observed a healthy lifestyle. We didn't eat fat
stuff when everybody else was. And Bill is very disciplined,”
Barbara said.

As a family, the Ketchums took a lot of trips. One of note
was when the children were 10, 8 and 6. They drove for six weeks in their brown
Mercedes sedan to visit Yellowstone National Park, stopping at significant sites along
the way. “It was a tight fit, but we did it, with three children squeezed into the back
seat, fighting the whole way,” Barbara said.

When not traveling, while the children were in school and Bill at work, Barbara
volunteered for a full decade on a part-time basis as a counselor in jails and prisons.
When the three were grown and in college, Barbara, at age 50, pursued a graduate
degree at the University of North Florida and earned a master's in counseling
psychology.

As a part-time career, Barbara worked as a counselor for more than 30 years, the
first 10 at Psychiatric Association of Orange Park and over 20 at Grace House Counseling
Center in Fleming Island. By the time Barbara retired, she was already in her 80s and
still quite active. “I always worked part-time because I've been very involved in the
community,” she said, referring to her dedication to volunteer service.

Barbara was on the governor’s task force for prison reform in the 1980s. In 2010,
she was presented with a golden apple trophy, the EVE Award for Volunteer Service,
honoring her work with St. Johns Riverkeeper, an organization that will always be
close to her heart. “More recently, I've been very involved in the downtown waterfront,”
she said. Barbarais on the steering committee
for the Riverfront Parks Now coalition.
“Imagine a waterfront that you want to go
down to all the time,” she said. That's
Barbara’s vision for Jacksonville.

“The big thing in my retirement life
has been duplicate bridge,” Bill said.

“It’s very serious bridge, organized
games with 10 to 15 tables,” according to
Barbara. Bill had been playing for at least
25 years, but had to cut back last year
because of vision impairment. Now, he
plays social bridge with Barbara and the
girls.

Bill has also delighted in luncheons
with the Billy Boys, a group of close friends he’s known since high school from classes
of’49,’50 and '51. They used to faithfully meet once per month until COVID demanded
they disband. Now, he has three or four different lunch groups he meets with once
or twice per month. One of the groups is called The Lee Geezers, made up of six guys
who had graduated from Lee from a variety of classes. “There are not many people
exactly my age still living, so I've branched out to slightly different ages,” Bill said.

“He has more of a social life than I do,” Barbara admitted.

The Ketchums feel privileged to be part of such a wide circle of shared friendships,
yet nothing tops their time with family. “Family is the best thing in the whole world,”
Barbara said. She and Bill use the words “wonderful, loving and caring” when they
speak of their adult children.

Their elder daughter lives in Atlanta. Their younger daughter and only son live
nearby in Jacksonville. They have two grandchildren; one attends The University of
North Carolina and the other works for a company that helps with government
contracts in Washington, DC. “They are perfect grandchildren,” said their grandmother.

There's not much more the Ketchum couple could ask for from life, and they know
it. “We're extraordinarily blessed,” Barbara said. And to be living all of this in the
city they're so fond of is a bonus.

“I love Jacksonville!” Bill said.

“I do, too,” Barbara agreed. “It's what everybody calls a hidden gem that’s not
so hidden anymore.”

Barbara and Bill Ketchum, 2019



| INLOVING MEMORY

...brought to you by Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes

Joseph Price Perry Jr.

OCTOBER 29, 1927 - APRIL 17, 2023

JP Perry Jr. passed away April 17th, 2023 in the care of
Community Hospice at Baptist South Hospital in Jacksonville
Florida. He was 95 years old and lived in a period that saw
a transformation in almost every facet of life. He was a
member of what has been called the “Greatest Generation”

JP was born in a farmhouse in Columbia County, just
outside of Lake City, Florida on October 29th in 1927. The
family were Florida pioneers that had moved to the area
from Georgia in the mid-1800s. They had no electricity,
no phone, no indoor plumbing, no tractor...... in other
words life was pretty much as it had been for several hundred
years!

JP knew how to plow a field with mules and make lye
soap, pick cotton, and cure tobacco, milk cows and slaughter
hogs. That self-sufficient farm life got them through the
Great Depression and gave JP an appreciation and respect
for hard work no matter what kind of work it was. He was
an exceptional student and was a member of the National
Honor Society when he graduated from Columbia County
High School in 1945. He had won a public speaking
competition and had earned a State of Florida scholarship
to The University of Florida to be a teacher. In his first
semester JP got a draft notice and was inducted into the
U.S. Army.

WWII had just ended and after basic training he was
sent to Milan, Italy to serve in the occupation forces. Because
he had interned at the local bank during High School
summer vacation, JP ended up in the Finance Corps. He
quickly rose to the rank of Sargent and at age 19 was put

in charge of the Milan office that changed currencies for
the soldiers coming and going between Switzerland, Italy,
and France. After his tour of duty, he returned to Florida
and with the GI bill, pursued the study of law. He earned
his law degree from the University of Florida in 1951 and
went to work for the Travelers Insurance Company in
Jacksonville.

JP married Carol Dow from Jacksonville on February
5th, 1951, and they were married for 61 years until her
death in 2012.

In 1954, he founded JP Perry Insurance which has grown
into one of Jacksonville’s leading family-owned independent
insurance agencies. JP spent his working life building the
business and remained a mentor and cheerleader to the
next generation. Today, the culture of JP Perry Insurance
reflects his personality, appreciation of hard work and focus
on doing his best for the customer.

JP loved all the Florida Gator sports teams, especially
the football program and had many memorable championship
road trips with family and friends. In their early years
together JP and Carol also enjoyed family trips around
Florida and to the North Carolina mountains. As they
became more established their travels extended overseas
to enjoy much of Europe and many cruises together. JP’s
spiritual life was nurtured in a small Methodist church that
was the 2nd oldest in Florida and shared a Pastor with 3
other small churches. After he and Carol were married,
they joined Springfield Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville
where Carol’s family was long established.
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A beautiful place to celebrate special lives.

=< @ M= ]

We’ll help you plan a celebration of life defined by professionalism,
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He was later a member of Lakewood Presbyterian Church
and then Mandarin Presbyterian Church. JP is survived by
his son, Joseph P Perry III and beloved daughter in law
Janet Jurovaty Perry, his two granddaughters that were his
pride and joy, Kathryn Perry Cooper and Morgan Joanne
Perry, grandson in law Rick Cooper, and nieces Laurie Dow
and Kathleen Painter.
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compassion and attention to detail that is second to none.

> Celebration of life event center

> State-of-the-art technology
> Full catering and alcohol/beverage services
> Venue customization options
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Visit us today for more information.

Hardage-Giddens

St. Johns

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
1285 St. Johns Pkwy. | St. Johns
904-342-1011 | HGStJohns.com
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Real Estate.
Reimagined.
Right in your neighborhood.

COMPASS

3568 St. Johns Ave. in Avondale
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