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anti-hate crimes bill |
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John Paul Mujica and Alex Torres

READ MORE ON PAGE 33 At-Large Group 1 Councilmember Terrence Freeman discusses the importance and power of resolutions at the Aug. 13 city council meeting.
By Michele Leivas would make that determination — as well as concerns regarding
Cit h o n o r s potential limits on constitutionally protected free speech. Among the
y The Jacksonville City Council rejected a bill that would have bill’s amendments were those designed to clarify that the increased
I increased fines and penalties for city ordinance violations if they were  fines and penalties would pertain to infractions that promoted
Pu rp e H ea rt deemed to be related to hate crimes. “animosity, hostility or malice” to the point of endangering a person or
o _° Bill #0334 was defeated on a 12-7 vote at the Aug. 13 city council their property.
rECI p I ents meeting, with councilmembers Michael Boylan, Matt Carlucci, Tyrona At the Aug. 13 meeting, citizens on both sides of the issue
Clark-Murray, Ju-Coby Pittman, Reggie Gaffney, Jr., Rahman Johnson  spoke passionately about the proposed bill. Resident Hudson Horne
and Jimmy Peluso voting in favor. commented that the bill didn’t need amendments but to be dropped
Since its introduction in the spring, the bill had sparked altogether.
conversations regarding what constitutes a hate crime — and who “We actually do have ordinances on our books already that
READ MORE ON PAGE 4

Laura Street Trio:
City files foreclosure

lawsuit against developer
Atkins refuses to work with DIA

By Michele Leivas

Naval Hospital Color Guard
READ MORE ON PAGE 28

The Laura Street Trio continues to face an uncertain future,
following a foreclosure lawsuit filed by the city against developer
and property owner Steve Atkins.
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Proposed development would cause traffic, drainage issues

traffic, break up a beautiful neighborhood and would
increase traffic backups as well as drainage issues onto
our neighborhood and into Hendricks Avenue, which
would affect other neighborhoods as well.

Currently, as a quiet, safe neighborhood children
play on the street. That would not be possible anymore
should this project go forward because they would
have to be in constant worry of getting run over.

Thank you for writing this article in The Resident.

This letter is in regards to the proposed sale of a
land parcel owned by Episcopal All Saints Church to
SHEEPCO (“Proposed sale of church land to developer
divides neighbors,” The Resident, August 2024).

I have been a resident at 4102 Peachtree Circle East
for the last 48 years, and why we haven’t ever decided
to move is due to the quiet neighborhood and the
woods behind our house that offer so much beauty and
tranquility to us.

What SHEEPCO is proposing to do is demolish
his house on Peachtree Circle North and make a road
to a new development. This idea would only increase

— Luz Hegi
Luz Hegi is a resident of the Ridgewood neighborhood.

City establishes $1 million Small
Business Capital Access program

The City of Jacksonville has established a new program to provide $1
million in grants and low-interest loans to small businesses in Duval County.

The Small Business Capital Access Program (SBCAP) will provide
funding ranging from $500 microgrants to loans up to $50,000.
According to the city’s Office of Economic Development, Duval County
is home to more than 66,000 businesses — nearly 18,000 of which
employ fewer than 100 people.

“This initiative is a key step toward making our city a destination where
small businesses thrive,” said Gregory Grant, administrative director of the
city’s Equal Business Opportunity/Small and Emerging Business initiatives.

In addition to microgrants of $500 to $1,000, the program will offer
low-interest tiered loans ranging from $1,000 to $50,000. Funds of up to
$2,000 are available through a program designated for entrepreneurs who are
veterans. The Jacksonville Small & Emerging Business (JSEB) Funding will
provide grants from $1,000 to $5,000 and loans from $5,000 to $50,000.

SBCAP will be administered by LISC Jacksonville. For eligibility and
qualification details, contact LISC at 904-353-1300 or JSEB at 904-255-8620.
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Your Trusted Partners In Real Estate

2829 Corinthian Ave
DEEP RUUTS__, 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3,027 sf
/ \ \\/ listed for $800,000

. | 2963 Grande Oaks Way
TED MILLER VIRGINIA OGLETREE ALISE FERRANTI 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 2,744 sf
(904) 463-1731 (904) 545-8609 (904) 434-0767 listed for $563 000

Ortega Terrace

4710 Apache Ave
5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 4,653 sf
listed for $2,275,000

1888 Edgewood Avenue
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,914 sf
listed for $1,200,000

4340 Baltic St
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,679 sf
listed for $435,000

Ortega Bluff N

ELIZABETH MEUX ANN ABERCROMBIE TOM SANDLIN
(904) 704-1576 (904) 382-1346 (904) 237-0458

8056 Kilkelly Lane
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,176 sf
listed for $379,000

LAURA ROPP SHEILA THOMPSON CARRIE INMAN
(904) 304-9196 (904) 625-7476 (904) 707-8038

1737 Mayview Rd

TED ALEXANDER DOTTIE LOWELL 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,735 sf
(904) 334-1892 (904) 535-0136

1643 Challen Ave
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,425 sf

4639 Kerle St
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,845 sf

2905 Corinthian Avenue - Ortega Village - 904-388-0000

MillerCompanyRealtors.com
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District 7 Councilmember and bill sponsor Jimmy Peluso urges the city council to pass Bill 2024-0334 at the Aug. 13 city council meeting.

Anti-hate crimes continueo From pace 1

criminalize speech that’s genuinely
threatening and harassing towards people,
so a bill like this isn’t even necessary,”
Horne said. “I wish we could just outlaw
hate speech, that would be great. The
problem is that people throw around (that
term) baselessly and condemn ideas and
people that they disagree with.”

Ray Walker disagreed, saying the level
of violence in some parts of Jacksonville
warranted the stiffer penalties, which could
act as a deterrent.

“Some of y’all don’t live anywhere near
that violence, you don’t even go there,”
Walker told the city council. “That’s why
you’re against (the bill).”

Peluso, one of the bill’s co-sponsors,

said he was disappointed by the bill’s defeat,

but “not horribly surprised.”
“Of course, no one’s saying that this is
a hateful city, by any means,” Peluso said

after the vote. “What we are saying is, let’s
ensure that we have some real teeth and a
unified voice saying we do not want any
senseless, hateful actions in our city, and
I’'m disappointed we didn’t see that tonight.”

Johnson, another co-sponsor, said
that while there are currently no plans to
reintroduce the bill, he would consider it.

“I do think it’s a bill that was vetted
pretty thoroughly and all of the committees
worked diligently to include amendments to
make the bill palatable and certainly gave
it a lot more teeth ...” he said. “So, I do
believe that if it were reintroduced, that I
would support it.”

Johnson had introduced a successful
amendment to name the bill after Johnnie
Mae Chappell, the victim of a racially
motivated shooting in Jacksonville in 1964.
While the bill failed, Johnson said he was
gratified by the awareness it had brought to

Chappell, whose story he said had been lost
to history.

“I think we often focus too much on
what didn’t happen,” Johnson said. “I’'m
disappointed that my colleagues didn’t see
fit to let people in so many underserved
communities know that they’re seen, they’re
heard and they matter, but what we did have
was a conversation that opened minds.”

That conversation has led to pending
legislation for the installation of a historical
marker at the spot where Chappell was
murdered. Councilmember Nick Howland
said he is currently working with the Office
of General Counsel on the legislation for
that historical marker.

“I hope that this community
conversation fostered something
strong, important and beneficial for our
community,” Howland said, “that we can
learn from and continue to progress.”

FORIT

You ask. We get answers. This columnis dedicated to finding answers to our reader's most
pressing questions. If there's a neighborhood-related question that you'd like help getting
the answer to, submit it to our research team at editor@residentnews. net.

JEA clarifies backflow preventer
exemption policy

By Michele Leivas

The Resident Community News recently heard from a reader
with a question regarding an article in our May edition on the periodic
testing of backflow preventers required by JEA.

“Your May 2024 article by Laura Phelps (An Ounce of
Prevention...) inspired me to contact JEA for an exemption,” Patricia
Kendrick wrote. “Our office is a small converted home from the early
1900s, which is a business for one attorney and one CPA.”

Kendrick said she was informed by JEA that she does not qualify
for an exemption because a backflow preventer has already been
installed at her property. The Resident reached out to JEA for further
clarification on these exemptions and what types of properties qualify

for them.

According to JEA, exemptions are only granted with regard to
the installation of backflow preventers. Once a preventer has been

Our Goals Are Your Goals
From Generation to Generation

Your Trusted Partner in Wealth
Management, since 1995.

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

B&C Financial Advisors provides a holistic full-service
approach to its clients. Providing comprehensive financial
planning and investment management that considers all
aspects of a client’s financial situation and goals from
generation to generation.

®

%= Estate Planning

& Investment Planning &) TaxPlanning [ Retirement Planning

= Charitable Gift Planning

We offer personalized and holistic wealth management services
designed to help you build, preserve, and grow your wealth for

installed at a property, it must be maintained and tested and cannot be
removed. This has always been JEA policy.

A recently updated JEA Cross Connection Control Commercial
Backflow Exemption application lists seven criteria that must be met

for an exemption to be granted. In addition, there are 19 conditions

that can disqualify a property from receiving an exemption.

One of the seven exemption criteria requires the property in
question to have had water service started prior to 1991. As stated
in the May article, the exemption application does inform applicants
that exemptions must be renewed “at the end of its term (one to four
years)” through the application process.

While the processing time for exemption applications can vary
depending on the necessary research of a specific property, they are

generally processed within two business days.

Customers can contact the JEA Cross Connection Control Team
at (904) 665-4410 or backflow(@jea.com for more information.
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If Florida Blue has its way, our patients
might have a new health issue.

Baptist Health and Wolfson Children'’s
exist to care for the health and well-
being of our community. There is
nothing more important to us than
ensuring our patients can continue to
see their trusted Baptist Health doctors
and use our hospitals ... now and for
generations to come.

What is the current status of the
negotiations between Baptist Health
and Florida Blue? After months of little
progress, we recently had a flurry of
negotiations activity with Florida Blue.
We continue to emphasize our need
for a fair, long-term contract so we can
plan and invest in crucial community
health initiatives without the looming
threat of disruption. The win-win
outcome we strive for is an agreement
that will provide us with certainty,
Florida Blue with network stability and
our patients with continued access to
the quality care they rely on.

Is it true we are asking for a 70%
increase totaling over $1 billion?

No. This is factually untrue. Florida Blue
has been using big numbers to scare
people. We have only asked Florida
Blue for market rates, consistent with
what they pay other similar health
systems in the state.

Is it true our proposal would result
in “much higher” healthcare costs?
Florida Blue says if they accept

our proposal their members and
Jacksonville employers would face
“much higher” healthcare costs.

The truth is that our proposal would
impact Florida Blue overall premiums

Access to care.

by less than two percent. We believe
that sustaining access to our high-

quality health system, physicians and

children’s hospital is worth two percent.

We exist to care for the community,
with a history of providing critically
needed services in good times and
bad. For some services, we are the
only place to get help. We will not be
able to serve our community in the
same capacity as we do today unless
there is a correction in our contract
that accounts for years of being paid
at below-market rates.

We are committed to making health
care more accessible and affordable.
In addition to 24/7 hospital care,

we serve the community through

200+ outpatient locations. These
include extended-hours access to

17 urgent care centers, the largest
network of primary care physicians,
on-demand doctor visits 24/7 with
board-certified physicians and two
new ambulatory surgery centers
offering significantly reduced prices.
Florida Blue is claiming to advocate for
affordability and access. Our position
is that the best way to achieve those
goals is by contracting with us in a fair
and sustainable way so that we can
continue to serve our community.

With several weeks still to go, we
remain committed to negotiating in
good faith. We value our relationship
with Florida Blue and hope that they
will share our vision and commitment
to the health and well-being of our
community. Our 14,000+ caregivers

devote their lives to serving our
community, and we would not be
doing this if it weren’t necessary

to protect our health system’s long-
term sustainability.

We appreciate the support and
understanding of our patients, team
members, physicians, and community
partners during this negotiation
process. It's very important that people
know this is not how we wanted this

to go, and we do not want anyone's
health care to be disrupted.

* |f you'd like to speak with a
Baptist Health representative
about our negotiation
with Florida Blue, call us at
904.202.3247 (FAIR).

¢ For information about your
benefits, call the number on
the back of your insurance
card. This negotiation
potentially impacts patients
with any Blue Cross and Blue
Shield plan which is serviced
by Florida Blue.

e If you would like information
about all the insurance
plans we accept, visit
baptistjax.com/florida-blue

AAA

- (0.

N Wolfson
BAPTIST | Children'’s
HEALTH Hospital
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School board considers
rewsed faC|I|ty

plan

DCPS Superintendent Dr. Charles Bernier reviews the revised Master Facility Plan proposal at an Aug. 15 DCPS board workshop.

By Michele Leivas

Fishweir and John Stockton elementary
schools would remain open under a revised
Master Facility Plan (MFP) proposal, but
further revisions to the Duval County Public
Schools plan are expected.

Presented at an Aug. 15 school board
workshop, the revised MFP removed several
neighborhood schools from the list of potential
closures while adding three new ones to the
chopping block. In addition to Fishweir and
Stockton, West Riverside, Atlantic Beach,
Seabreeze, Holiday Hills, Thomas Jefferson
and San Mateo schools would remain open
in the revised plan. Ed White High School
and Ramona Boulevard and Whitehouse
Elementary were added to the closure list,
which still includes Ortega Elementary.

The revised list of potential school
closures resulted in significant changes to the

feeder patterns of some schools while others
remained unchanged.

School Board Chair Darryl Willie
emphasized to board members that further
revisions are anticipated before the board votes
on the final Master Facility Plan. The current
timeline calls for a revised MFP proposal to be
presented to the school board Sept. 17, with a
final vote occurring at its Oct. 1 meeting.

“We do have some tough decisions to
make,” Willie said following the meeting.
“But I believe this board is ready to get into
it and really dive into how we create the best
environment for students academically but
also create the most efficient environment
financially for our district.”

Bridging the budget gap

Fiscal responsibility remains a top priority,
DCPS officials say. Assistant Superintendent
Cory Wright said the new proposed feeder

patterns would reduce the $1.4 billion budget
deficit down to roughly $1 billion. But that’s
not enough, new Superintendent Dr. Charles
Bernier acknowledged.

“$400 million is a lot of savings, but we’re
still a long way off,” Bernier said.

Willie said he believed the board would
be able to whittle down that gap, though he
doubted the board would be able to bridge it
completely.

“I don’t think we’ll get all the way down to
save $1.4 billion, but also things may change
in the next three years, five years, seven years,
so you can’t anticipate everything,” he said.
“We’re going to do our best to look at right
now and forecast as best as possible.

‘Stunning’ disparity

While signifying tentative victories for
some school communities, the new feeder
patterns raised equitability concerns for some
board members representing other districts.
Board Member Dr. Kelly Coker expressed
frustration that while an A-rated school at the
beach was saved — Atlantic Beach Elementary
— Arlington’s A-rated Lake Lucinda
Elementary School remains on the closure list.
She said a less vocal community response to
a particular school closure should not have a
negative impact on that school’s future.

“We need to ensure that every school gets
represented in a way that makes sense,” Coker
said. “If their voices aren’t as loud, the district
leadership has to watch and make sure that
those things are pointed out, because there’s
disparity in this report that’s stunning.”

Stockton parent Lauren Agresti said the
work is not over for the advocacy group that
has labored to remove Stockton Elementary
from the closure list. Agresti said the advocacy
group would like to see that school renovations
included in an earlier MFP — a new brick-and-
mortar wing to replace Stockton’s portable
classrooms — are included in any future plans.

“We want to send a message to the
community that Stockton is not in a vulnerable
position and that we’ll be here for a long time

to come,” Agresti said. “So, we need to ensure
that, by making sure that the proposed wing
that was going to replace the portables comes
to fruition.”

Middle school misgivings

While the focus has been primarily on
the elementary schools within the school
feeder patterns, a conversation has also
emerged on the drop in enrollment the
public school district has seen during the
transition from elementary to middle school
— particularly in Riverside High School’s
feeder pattern from the elementary schools
to Lake Shore Middle School. Since 2016,
that school has earned a C or D rating from
the Florida Department of Education.

School Board Vice Chair Charlotte
Joyce said a lack of performance and long-
standing disciplinary and safety concerns are
causing parents to consider alternate choices
for middle school when their children
graduate from DCPS elementary schools.

“[Parents] are not sending their children
to a school where they have to worry about
the discipline issues and the safety of their
kids,” Joyce said.

Stockton parent Agresti said the
conversation surrounding Lake Shore was an
accurate reflection of what families like hers
are considering as their children approach
middle school age.

“It definitely is a major concern for
a lot of families in our community,”
she said. “We do have a great magnet
program...but it is a concern, and it would
be a great alternative to have a middle
school option closer by that wasn’t on the
other side of town.”

School Board Member April Carney
requested data on schools that could
accommodate a sixth grade in a K-6
model, which she said would help address
enrollment numbers for elementary schools
and also give rising sixth graders an extra
year in an elementary school setting before
transferring to a middle school.

Dr. Pathak is Located at:
4727 Sunbeam Rd, Suite 101
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Swetha Narahari
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Jacksonville, Florida 32257

Pathak, MD

Dr. Pathak is Board Certified by the American Board of Dermatology and a Fellow of the American Academy of Dermatology
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Ricardo, Pearson, Bolduc win seats on Duval County School Board
Blount, Rogers to square off for District 5 seat in November

Tony Ricardo and Melody Bolduc will join Cindy candidate Ricardo received 9,070 votes (53.1%) to Nadine funding to strengthen school safety and increasing teacher pay.
Pearson on the Duval County School Board in November, Ebri’s 7,945 (46.69%). Ricardo had made student safety and In the District 5 race, Blount garnered 6,102 votes
with the three candidates emerging victorious in an Aug. 20 parental rights in education the focus of his campaign. (40.47%) to Rogers’ 6,034 (40.02%). Nicks received 2,943
primary election that saw fewer than 20 percent of registered District 7 winner Bolduc — a former teacher endorsed (19.52%). Blount — a veteran and FSCJ lead assessment
voters go to the polls. by Gov. Ron DeSantis — also stressed parental rights as coordinator — also stressed the importance of parental

District 5 candidates Reggie Blount and Hank Rogers well as fiscal responsibility during her campaign. She rights during his campaign. Rogers, the chief operating
will face off in the November general election, after received 11,841 votes (56.05%) to challenger Sarah officer for the I’'m A Star Foundation, has stressed student
emerging as the two top vote-getters in a three-way race Mannion’s 9,286 (43.95%). safety and mental health as well as student achievement as
against Nahshon Nicks. Current District 3 School Board Member Cindy Pearson among his top priorities.

Race results retained her seat, receiving 8,533 votes (51.33%) to challenger The District 5 seat will be decided in the Nov. 5
Rebecca Nathanson’s 8,091 (48.67%). Pearson campaigned general election, for which early voting begins Oct. 21 and

In a race between two former DCPS teachers, District 1 on a record she said included helping to secure $2 billion in concludes Now. 3.

DCPS launches campaign to boost attendance

Duval County leads state in habitually truant students

students, new Superintendent Dr. Charles Bernier said the Show Up to Shine initiative
aims to address that “attendance crisis.”

“Missing a day of school puts you behind,” Bernier said at a press conference
announcing the initiative held at Arlington Elementary School. “If your child can get to
school, please be responsible and get them to us. We can love them, we can feed them,
we can teach them.”

With this new campaign, Bernier spoke about moving away from the idea of perfect
attendance toward a goal of good and improved attendance. Part of the problem, he
added, revolves around transportation. The district needs at least 60 school bus drivers
to service all the routes in the county. Bernier issued a challenge to the community to
help find those necessary drivers. A hotline will collect names and contact information
for people interested in filling those vacancies, he added.

“We need the community to step up,” Bernier said.

B

- J =S Wy i
f :,:h ' [ 0‘ /) .% _ Mayor Donna Deegan said the Show Up to Shine campaign will offer activities and
AR ‘ WANLEL ¥ incentives to help address and improve student attendance
M'ayqr Donna Dgegan announces the Show Up to Shine campaign stqnding before (!eft o right) Read USA CEQ Rob Kelly, “We want every student to understand that their education matters, and that their
District 1 Executive Council Assistant Joe Johnson, Judge Michael Kalil, DCPS Superintendent Dr. Charles Bernier and . . N . .
DCPS Chairman Darryl Willie. presence is valued, that they are a vital part of our community’s success,” she said.
The campaign will also partner with community nonprofits like United Way
By Michele Leivas of Northeast Florida and participating neighborhood businesses, which will offer
promotions for the caregivers who are responsible for getting students to their schools.
The City of Jacksonville and Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) have launched a “We need to improve the number of days that our children come to school,” Bernier said.
campaign to boost student attendance rates. “The more they come, the more they can learn; the more they can learn, the better educated
Noting that Duval County leads the state in the percentage of habitually truant they are; the better educated they are, the better our community is when they graduate.”
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Reading, writing...and marketing

School board chair: Changing education landscape
requires public schools to adapt, innovate

Jacksonville Business Professionals member Chris Hand.
By Jennifer Logue

In an era of school choice and new
technologies, public schools are going to
have to adapt, innovate and start marketing
themselves to keep students enrolled and
engaged, the chairman of the Duval County
School Board said.

At an Aug. 13 meeting of the Jacksonville
Business Professionals, School Board Chair
Darryl Willie said Jacksonville’s public
school system is facing a pivotal moment in
its future.

“Education has changed so much in the
last decade — it is so different than when
you and I went to school,” Willie said. “It’s
just a different situation that our teachers
are facing, our students are facing, and I
truly believe the large, traditional public
education systems have not been able to
adjust quickly enough and adapt quickly

School Board Chair Darryl Willie discusses the challenges facing the Duval County public schools w’i\th attorney and

enough to where we are right now.”

In a discussion moderated by Jacksonville
attorney and JBP member Chris Hand,
Willie discussed the myriad of opportunities,
changes and challenges currently facing the
Duval County Public Schools. As DCPS
welcomes new Superintendent Dr. Chris
Bernier, the school system is facing declining
enrollment, increased construction costs for
new schools and the possibility of closing
dozens of existing schools to address a $1.4
billion deficit.

“We truly believe right now we’re on that
cusp as a county,” Willie said, “and we need
to talk about how we can get there.”

Marketing schools

In discussing the future of the Duval
County school system, Willie used words like
“marketing” and “customer service” — phrases
not commonly associated with public schools.

And that, he said, is part of the problem.

“There weren’t traditionally large
marketing departments (in public schools),
where they had to focus on recruiting
families, because it was the only game in
town,” Willie said. “Once you move away
from that monopoly, and now you have
school choice, you have to adjust.”

Willie discussed the financial impact of
school choice on the public school system,
noting that a school system structured to
educate 150,000 students now has a far
smaller total enrollment — and the loss
of associated revenue — but the same
infrastructure and personnel costs.

“I love having choice,” he said, “but when
it comes down to what choices folks are
making, it affects the bottom line.”

In addition to school choice, he noted,
many families moved to home schooling or
virtual educational options during COVID 19.
When the pandemic ended, they didn’t come
back. Willie said new superintendent Bernier
recognizes the importance of both marketing
public schools and customer service.

“We all know if you go somewhere
and the customer service is bad, you’re not
going to go back,” he said. “Our parents and
families are the same way: If they come to
a school or interact with us online and they
don’t have a positive or easy or accessible
experience, then they're going to go the other
way. We have to be better.”

One way that public schools could
do that, Willie said, is to embrace new
technologies such as artificial intelligence
to streamline and simplify the enrollment
process and overall student experience.

“Our young families, they do every single

thing on their phone,” he observed. “The fact
that we hand this packet of papers and say,
‘come in here and fill it out’? I guarantee
there are other schooling options that say,
‘don’t worry, just fill it out online.” That is a
barrier we have created for ourselves.”

Willie acknowledged, however, that
marketing a public school system as
large and diverse as Duval County has
its challenges.

“It’s sort of like this franchise model,
but all the franchises are vastly different,”
he said. “You’ve got a school that does art,
you’ve got a school that does tech, you’ve
got a school that does a military academy.
You have to go into each school and market
specifically for that school.”

Among the innovative programs the
school system is offering, Willie said, are
scores of high school academies, with age-
appropriate complementary programming
in such areas as web design and computer
programming available at the middle
school and even elementary levels. To
promote workforce development, DCPS has
created the “Duval Ready” program that
teaches students the communication, time
management and teamwork skills needed to
succeed in the workplace.

As for the public concern generated by a
master facilities plan that recommended the
closure of dozens of neighborhood schools,
Willie stressed that the final plan slated to be
voted on by the school board in October will
likely be less drastic yet still require some
school closures.

“There’s likely still going to be some
heartburn,” he said. “Because we can’t do
nothing.”

COWFORD

REALTY & DESIGN

Historic Neighborhoods

Are Our Passion

3651 Park Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205
904-330-4733 | www.cowfordrealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT

AVONDALE

®
AVONDALE
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1402 EDGEWOOD AVENUE S - $829,000

815 BAYARD PLACE - $814,999

3229 PARK STREET - $1,550,000

4BR/ 3.5BA /2,774 SQFT.

Welcome to 1402 Edgewood Ave, a classic Avondale beauty in a premier
location. Step inside to find a liveable floor plan with many historic details sfill
intact. The heart of the home centers around the custom kitchen which is open to
the family room. Another unique feature of this home is its spacious main floor
primary suite. It is a true rarity in the historic district to find a main floor suite
let alone one as generous in size as this one with loads of closet space! The
remainder of the main level includes a living room with built in bookcases and
gas fireplace, dining room, office/playroom, and half bath. As you head upstairs,
notice the stained glass on your way to three additional
bedrooms and full bath with two sinks and large vintage
style soaking tub. From the family room, step out to the
patio with pergola surrounded by gardens. Be sure to see
the flex space above garage with a third full bath. Don't

miss this gem of a home priced below appraised value!

Listing Agent
Kimberly Hassell | kim@cowfordrealty.com | 904.428.8911

4BR/ 3.5BA /2,754 SQFT.

Charming Historic Home with tons of upgrades! Welcome to this exquisite
piece of History! Built in 1909 bursting with Southern Colonial Architecture,
this 4-bedroom, 3.5-bathroom home spans 2,754 square feet across three
stories. Nestled in a prime location within Riverside Avondale Preservation,
this location is ideal being within minutes of Downtown Riverside, the Shoppes
of Avondale, Thriving San Marco and Booming Murray Hill. There are so
many details that run throughout the home with multiple sets of bay windows,
refinished wood floors, fransom windows, side lights, stained glass, the wooden
staircase, fireplace and pillars to add to the home's
historic charm. Including all the modern reassurances
of a strong foundation, recently painted exterior, metal
roofing, full irrigation system, water softener, a portable
backup generator, upgraded electrical, plumbing
and every window has been replaced and upgraded
throughout the home for maximum efficiency.

Listing Agent
Sydney Pisano | sydney@cowfordrealty.com | 404.436.3829

4 BR / 4 BA / 3,441 SQFT.

Welcome to your private estate with gardens and a huge pool in the heart of historic
Avondale! This gorgeous all-brick Colonial home is nestled on almost three quarters
of an acre and is overflowing with historic charm and modern amenities. When you
come home for the day, enter your home via electric gate and enjoy the serenity
of your private backyard. Step inside and enjoy the beautiful wood floors, high
ceilings, and a sunlit living room with solid-wood French doors that open to your
beautifully landscaped extra large backyard. The chef’s kitchen includes a large
island and a Gas KitchenAid Commercial Series 6-Burner Stove, ideal for cooking
and entertaining. There is plenty of space inside and outside for large gatherings
and festive parties. Upstairs, the primary suite has a remodeled bathroom with a
walk-in shower and soaking tub, plus a bonus room perfect
for a nursery, office or yoga room. Additional bedrooms are
spacious and the third floor offers over 500 square feet of
flexible space. Whether you need a teen hangout, a private
area for working from home, or just extra space for guests,
that third floor is a dream! Outside, enjoy a Hampton-style
pool and expansive yard, along with a two-car garage.
Located near the Shoppes of Avondale.

Listing Agent
Heather Buckman | heather@cowfordrealty.com | 904.233.6755




RDS ARE NICE.
BUT NUMBERS
SPEAK FOR
THEMSELVES.

ORLANDO VALLE V.
PROFICIENT AUTO TRANSPORT, INC., ET AL

$14.5 MILLION

(VERDICT, 5/4/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: TRUCKING CRASH

KATHLEEN THOMAS" V.
GEICO INSURANCE COMPANY

$14.4 MILLION

(VERDICT, 8/5/2022)
PERSONAL INJURY: CAR ACCIDENT

“Names changed to protect client privacy

JOHN AND DEBRA SMITH" V.
LOCAL GLASS COMPANY,
OUT-OF-STATE GLASS COMPANY*

$4.5 MILLION

(SETTLEMENT, 8/17/2021)
PERSONAL INJURY: WORKPLACE NEGLIGENCE

*Names changed to protect client privacy

YOUR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT

COKERLAW

COKERLAW.COM | 904.356.6071
f ¥ in OFFICES-JACKSONVILLE TRIAL ATTORNEYS
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“I'm tired of dealmg with

SouthEast Development Group Managing Director Steve Atkins addresses the Special Committee on the Futureof Downtown regarding the Laura Street Trio at an Aug. 12 meeting.

Laura Street Trio continuep From paGe 1

Filed Aug. 19, the lawsuit alleges the developer has
allowed more than $800,000 in administrative fines
for code violations to accrue since October 2015. In a
statement, Atkins called the lawsuit “premature and ill-
advised, let alone in bad faith.”

“Unfortunately, this is indicative of the way the DIA
has acted for the last year and a half during our efforts
towards the redevelopment of these most important
historic properties and the revitalization of Downtown
Jacksonville,” Atkins said. “I continue to hope we can
find a positive path forward for this project.”

In its own statement, the City of Jacksonville said
early negotiations are underway for the city to purchase
the buildings and faulted Atkins for failing to maintain
and preserve the historic buildings.

“The owner of the Laura Street Trio buildings has been

obligated to maintain the buildings and not allow them to
deteriorate,” the statement read. “By their own admission
in public meetings, this has not happened, and we can no
longer wait to preserve these historic buildings.”

Stalled negotiations

Prior to the filing of the lawsuit, Downtown
Investment Authority CEO Lori Boyer had said the DIA
would be willing to resume discussions with Atkins with
his latest proposal, which included an infusion of an
additional $15 million in equity, provided that he would
be willing to move forward with a structure of “mini
completion grants” paid out at various construction
benchmarks.

“That was one of the sticking points that they found
unacceptable,” Boyer said.

SouthEast Development Group lobbyist Jordan
Ellsbury said in no uncertain terms, however, that
working with the DIA was not an option Atkins would
consider.

“I’m not going to ask him, nor will he, go back to the
DIA for consideration, period,” Ellsbury said at the time.

At an Aug. 12 meeting for the Special Committee on
the Future of Downtown, Atkins had floated the idea of
the city buying the trio of historic buildings back from
him and made his frustrations known.

“Everything that we’ve been asked to do, we’ve
done,” Atkins said at that meeting. “Frankly, I’m getting
to the point where I’m tired of dealing with the City of
Jacksonville.”

Atkins said his legal team is reviewing the lawsuit,
with further action to be taken soon.

FEATURED

2110 COUNTY RD 220

LISTING ||

3BR/2BA /1,354 SF

$579,000
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IRAS « EDUCATION PLANNING MUTUAL FUNDS
" INSURANCE « RETIREMENT PLANNING

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT BONDS STOCKS

Waterfront home nestled éIongthe shores of Doctor’s Lake. Dock and boatlift, deep water
navigable access to ocean, great schools, close to shopping & move-in ready. Detached 1-car
garage w/ room to store your jet skis, canoes or a workshop and circular driveway for easy access.

1596 LANCASTER TERRACE #7A
3 BR/3 BA /2365 sq ft. - $595,000

4336 PALMER AVENUE
3BR/1BA/1,123 sq ft. - $299,000

4358 TIMUQUANA ROAD, #214
2BR/1FBA/1HB/952sq ft. - $1,390/mo.

1120 ACOSTA STREET, #1
1BR/1BA/400sq ft. - $895/mo.

‘ Steve Hyers,
ChFC, CLU

Dimensions! !\ bigh Hyers
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Securltles offered through United Planners 2120 University Blvd. W.
Financial Services, Member FINRA, SIPC. Jacksonville FL 32217

Advisory services offered through CAPITAL DIMENSIONS.
[ Capltal Dimensions and Unlted Planners are not affiliated.
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1046 Riverside Ave.
Jacksonville, FL 32204
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2578 Atlantic Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32267
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www.havanajax.com



Delores Barr Weaver

FOREVER ¢
EVENT FUND

TRANSFORMING LIVES INTO THE FUTURE

NEW DATE! November 7, 2024 » 5:30pm
Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts

Come celebrate with us as we Transform Lives into the Future! Sulzbacher is always
innovating—looking for the best solutions to the tough problems that face our
community. Providing housing, healthcare, and mostly importantly, hope, to get
people back on their feet. Please join us for food, drinks, music, and a program of
inspirational stories of Transformation thanks to your support.

Co-Chairs:
Whitney Meyer, Jacksonville Jaguars & Bill Gulliford, City Council, Retired

Sponsorships start at $1,000

For more information call (904) 394-8055 or email
KimberlyMorrison@SulzbacherJax.org.
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MANUFACTURING
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Housing sponsored by

DELORES BARR WEAVER

Health Center sponsored

by MAYO CLINIC
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Rise and grind:
Skateboarders celebrate opening
of Artist Walk Skate Park

Young skater Cassius impatiently waits for the ribbon cutting céfemony to conclude so he can start exploring the Artist Walk Skate Park.

By Michele Leivas

Skateboarders, bladers and roller-skaters alike dropped in to
celebrate the official opening of Riverside’s Artist Walk Skate
Park last month.

Skaters joined Mayor Donna Deegan, District 7 City
Councilmember Jimmy Peluso and city officials on stage at
the Aug. 8 ribbon cutting before grabbing their boards and
enjoying the new park, which spans 1,000 feet and is located
beneath the Fuller Warren Bridge between Riverside Avenue
and Park Street.

Skateboarder Travis Ochab said Jacksonville was long
overdue for a covered skatepark for the community to enjoy.

“It’s about time something covered in Jacksonville has
come around,” he said. “Especially something good for the
little kids.”

Ochab said he’ll be returning with his son and feels the

park is big enough to give everyone enough space to enjoy it,
regardless of their skill level or experience, without worrying
about running into each other.

“Definitely good stuff for everybody to skate, no matter
how good you are,” he added.

Peluso said the community turnout at the ribbon cutting
demonstrated how long the community had been waiting for
such an amenity.

“To come out on a Thursday morning for a press conference
with the mayor and your city councilman is maybe the least
skater culture thing ever,” Peluso said. “I think we’re clearly
seeing people are hungry for this.”

Still to come to the area is the remainder of the Artist Walk
Park, which will include a plaza space for special programming,
areas for food trucks and turf lawn spaces. During her address
at the August ceremony, Deegan said the skate park, designed
and built by California Skatepark, serves as the “foundation”

Ragatz, pA.
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Skater Trais Ochab catches air off the J-A-X ramps at the Artist Walk Skate Park.

for Artist Walk.

“Think of the park’s design as a flowing art piece,”
Deegan said.

The Artist Walk Skate Park is beneath the Fuller Warren
Shared-Use Path and across the street from the Riverside
Arts Market, with the Emerald Trail passing through it and
connecting to the Riverwalk, creating a hub of connectivity in
the Riverside community.

“This, to me, almost solidifies that all roads lead to
Riverside,” Peluso said.

The Artist Walk Skate Park is the newest addition to
Jacksonville’s already rich skater community. Kona Skate
Park, the oldest skate park in the country, is located in nearby
Arlington, although Deegan said the Artist Walk Skate Park
holds a special designation of its own.

“The new Artist Walk Skate Park will be the first skate park
in the city on the west side of the St. Johns River,” she said.

" Unmatched Compassion.
«  Record-Setting Results.

-~ % Tom Edwards and Eric Ragatz have worked
: together for more than 20 years. Their
experience, personal devotion to clients, and
relentless commitment to justice is why
Edwards & Ragatz is recognized for excellence
in Jacksonville and throughout the state.

$23M

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
SETTLEMENT AGAINST
HOSPITAL

$228M

ONE OF THE LARGEST
INJURY JUDGMENTS IN
FLORIDA'S HISTORY

$178M

RECORD-BREAKING
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
VERDICT

BEST

LAW FIRMS

Best |

BEST

LAW FIRMS

PERSONAL INAURY LITIGATION
- PLATIFFS - TIER 1
JACKSONVILLE
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DIA hits pause on
riverfront tower plan

By Michele Leivas

The Downtown Investment Authority
(DIA) has temporarily tapped the breaks
on moving forward with any formal
negotiations regarding a plan for a new
skyscraper on the downtown riverfront.

Cross Regions Group wants to build
what would be known as Ergisi Tower on
the site of a former Jacksonville Landing
parking lot. At 720 feet tall, the high-rise
mixed-used development would be the

tallest building between Atlanta and Miami
and would feature 320 condos and 35,000
square feet of restaurant and retail space.
At an Aug. 26 Downtown Investment
Authority (DIA) board workshop,
however, board members expressed
hesitation at beginning the formal
negotiated disposition process with
Cross Regions, in part because the parcel
in question has numerous subsurface
variables, including a regular sanitary

sewer line that would have to be relocated.

THE VALUE OF LIFE'S SIMPLE PLEASURES

Members enjoy time-honored traditions throughout the

seasons and cultivate meaningful friendships. We look

forward to welcoming you into our Club family soon.

EPPING-FOREST

YACHT & COUNTRY CLUB

Contact Kimberly Patterson for more information.
904.421.2236 | kyounkin@gatehospitality.com

Sheldon Gibbs, the city’s chief of
engineering and construction management,
recommended further subsurface
investigations on the site. The sewage line
in question conveys 4.5 million gallons
of wastewater daily through downtown
and as such, is a “critical line” in the
JEA system, explained JEA Director of
Administrative Services Jordan Pope.
Relocating that sewage line, Pope said,
would not be easy.

“We think the work is complicated,
complex, probably not impossible,” Pope
said. “But a lot of that will depend on how
much money somebody wants to spend.”

At the conclusion of the Aug. 26
workshop, the DIA board opted to hold off
on entering into any formal negotiations
with Cross Regions, with Board Chair
Patrick Krechowski voicing the board’s
hesitation to move forward.

“I do think what I’m hearing is that
negotiated disposition is not preferred,
but an RFP is not something we can put
together right now,” Krechowski said.
“There’s just too many holes in the
information bucket.”

The board tasked DIA CEO Lori Boyer
with summarizing a term sheet Cross Regions
submitted last month and doing further
research on costs and timelines for subsurface
investigations and title work before next
month’s Retail Enhancement and Property
Disposition committee meeting.

Landmark or park?

For Cross Regions Group President
and CEO David Ergisi, the tower
embodies an opportunity to spur new
Downtown growth and development.

“This is a project that’s going to improve
the skyline of Jacksonville,” Ergisi said. “It’s
going to attract the caliber of families and
folks that we want to move into downtown
and it’s going to spur the development path
for other developments like this to follow and
get Jacksonville to the next level.”

ONE
Sotheby’s

INTERNATIOMNAL REALTY

But not all residents and community
activists feel the prime riverfront parcel is
the appropriate place for a building that tall.

“This is just another example of
Jacksonville having its aesthetic principles
backward,” said Dr. Wayne Wood,
historian and author of Jacksonville's
Architectural Heritage. “High-rise
buildings have no trouble seeing the river
if they’re set back blocks from the river,
so that’s where they should be, and let the
riverfront be unimpeded.”

Natalie Rosenberg, chair of the
Riverfront Parks Now Steering
Committee, agreed.

“Riverfront Parks Now has long
advocated that any large buildings should
be sufficiently set back from the river to
allow for a green resilient buffer and a
wide riverwalk with double rows of trees
and multiple paths,” Rosenberg said. “It
seems that towers of this scale are best
placed across the street from the river, or
better yet, farther inland where there are
ample infill opportunities that would still
provide lovely views of the river.”

But Ergisi said the building’s angled
shape and slender design wouldn’t remove
too much visibility from buildings behind
it and said a project of this caliber on the
riverfront is necessary to drive future
development.

“If you don’t have a project like this
to attract interest and motivation for other
developers to come in,” he said, “you’re
never going to have the buildings in the
back to worry about the view.”

While the meeting may not have gone
the way Cross Regions had hoped, Ergisi
said he remains committed to Downtown.

“We had hoped to enter a negotiated
disposition with the city at this point, but
we respect the decision of the DIA and
look forward to further discussion,” he
said. “We care deeply about Jacksonville
and remain committed to future growth in
Downtown.”

THE

GROUP

Summer San Marco

Closings

4261 Morena Ln.

1208 Mapleton Rd.

6000 San Jose #9A
3807 San Jose Blvd.
1478 Riverplace #1104
1574 Le Baron Ave.
1840 Perry Place

Total Sales over S5 Million

$1,999,999
$1,060,000
$920,000
$650,000
$340,000
$330,000
Pending

IvyGroup@ONESothebysRealty.com
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Marriott gains conceptual approval for
Brooklyn AC Hotel

By Michele Leivas

The Downtown Development Review
Board unanimously granted conceptual
approval with conditions for a hotel and
associated parking deck in Brooklyn on the
site of the current Liddy’s Machine Shop.

The project includes a six-story AC
Hotel with a two-story parking structure at
800 and 825 Dora St. and would require the
demolition of the existing machine shop to
make way for the parking structure.

AC Hotel falls under the Marriott
International umbrella.

The specified conditions include a
request for additional detail surrounding
the wall surfaces for the solid portions of
Oak and Magnolia street frontages, along
with a request for transparency calculations
to ensure a “pleasant experience for

pedestrians” on the hotel’s ground-floor level

along Oak Street.

The project spurred a big-picture look at
development in the area, which includes the
Block Nine — the mixed-use development
by the Trevato Group that was green lighted
for conceptual approval last year — and the
pedestrian and retail corridors in the area on
Oak and Park streets, respectively.

“Our primary concern at this point is
making sure that any developers that come
in are giving us enough sidewalk width so
we have a pedestrian corridor if not a retail
corridor,” said DIA Director of Operations
Guy Parola.

To that end, the staff report reflected that
the developer will complete the sidewalks
surrounding both properties, which are

A rendering depicts the new AC Hotel proposed for the Brooklyn neighborhood.

Powell called the standalone parking
structure a lost opportunity in a neighborhood
that continues to see new development.

“We want to see Brooklyn develop into
a pedestrian-friendly, distinctive, urban
neighborhood,” she said. “...It looks like
we have about maybe half of Brooklyn
left, there’s a lot of open space, there’s
development coming — that’s good news. But
Brooklyn should be an urban neighborhood
and should be treated as such in the planning

structure for the hotel, architect Chris
Allred said site limitations precluded the
possibility of creating an attached parking
structure with the necessary number of
parking spaces.

“The amount of spaces that would be
available on this site would not meet the
minimum requirements for Marriott for us to
provide,” he said.

The proposed hotel would include a
ground-floor bar that would be open to hotel

A detached two-story garage would sit on another parcel
adjacent to the hotel.

conceptual approval for the Daedalus Wine
Bar and Shop at that address. County records
show Daedalus Re Jax LLC purchased the
parcel for $440,000 in August 2022. In April
2024, the parcel again traded hands — this
time to Jax Lifestyle Hospitality LLC for
$1.9 million.

The proposed hotel would be located
down the street from the Residence Inn
Jacksonville Downtown on Oak Street.

The AC Hotel brand opened its first

Northeast Florida location in March at St.
Johns Town Center. The Brooklyn location
would be the brand’s 19th in Florida.

and design.”
When board members questioned the
reasoning behind the standalone parking

guests and the public.
This is not the first project intended for
this location. Last year, the DDRB granted

currently not up to code.
During public comment, Scenic
Jacksonville Executive Director Nancy

JOIN US!

SATURDAY OCTOBER 26, 2024

2 p-M- = 7 p-M-
JACKSONVILLE FAIRGROUNDS
EXHIBITION HALL
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% “36‘6\3 % MORE

A Magical Lvening!

e Trick or treat for toys at each 14-foot-high
Fantasy Door

A BENEFIT FOR:

PRESENTED BY:

Community y"

Pédg%rff THEXPLAYERS“

¢ Stroll Magical Meet and Greet Streets to see favorite
costumed characters

e Show off your dance moves in the Family Disco

SCAN HERE TO PURCHASE ADMISSION
AND SPONSORSHIPS OR VISIT
HDM.THEFOUNDATIONCARES.ORG

THE .
FOUNDATION
-

OF COMMUNITY HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE
[}

e Stop by the Grown-Up Grotto and Food Court
to enjoy gourmet food and drinks

Visit the Bootiful Salon for a Spooktacular
make-over
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John Bachman, Matt Galnor
launch consulting firm

Former Action News Jax Anchor John Bachman Florida for 10 years,” Bachman said, “and I’'m excited

and former JAX Chamber executive Matt Galnor to continue to do so, just in a different role.”
have launched Bachman Galnor Communications. Galnor began his career in newspapers, including
The new firm will provide businesses and 10 years reporting for the Florida Times-Union
organizations with a variety of consulting services, before moving into corporate communications.
including strategic communications planning, crisis “We think we bring a unique combination of ’

N "

communications, content creation and media training.  skills to the market,” Galnor said, “and look forward
Bachman worked in television news for 27 years,  to working with organizations to tell their stories

including the past 10 as anchor for Action News Jax. and grow.”

John Bachman “I’ve been telling stories of the people of Northeast Matt Galnor

Jacksonville hospitals Wanda Willis selected for
recognized by AHA's ‘Get executive leadership institute

with the Guidelines’ initiative

Seven Jacksonville hospitals are among the more than 3,000 nationwide to participate
in the American Heart Association’s “Get With The Guidelines” initiative designed to
improve outcomes for people who experience heart disease or stroke.

The Mayo Clinic, Memorial Hospital, UF Health, St. Vincent’s Medical Center
Southside and Baptist Medical Center’s Beaches, Jacksonville and Baptist South locations
were among the medical facilities recognized by the AHA for consistently following the
most current, research-based guidelines.

“Every 40 seconds, someone in America has a stroke or heart attack,” said Caitlin
Brunell, executive director for the American Heart Association First Coast. “High-
quality care should be accessible to all, and sites awarded through the Get With The
Guidelines program help work toward our shared vision of health and hope for everyone,
everywhere.”

Heart disease and stroke are the number one and number five causes of death in
the United States, respectively. For more information on the Get With The Guidelines
initiative, visit www.heart.org.

Wanda Willis, vice president of
civic leadership for the Community
Foundation for Northeast Florida,
has been selected to participate in
the CFLeads Executive Leadership
Institute as part of the 2024-2025
cohort. As a participant, Willis will
assess The Community Foundation’s
community leadership practice and
explore her role as a vice president.

CFLeads is a national network of
community foundations focused on
community leadership. The program
promotes skills and strategies
considered to be essential to the
practice of community leadership.

Get into the Fall Season with our

Autumn Leaves

2024 Panel of Experts

AN I NVI TATI o N To A from the University of Florida

College of Medicine -

PUBLIC FORUM Candlel 7% Loa% e
"What Everyone Should Know About Julie Bradley, MD
n Associate Professor
Breast Cancer Radiation Oncology -
Call 904-613-8778 or pourewickacandlebar.com <- 1641 Hendricks Ave., Jax, FL 32207
As part of our commitment to enhance breast health education, UF Health invites you Rachel Carpenter, MD
to participate in a free question-and-answer session about the latest information on Assistant Professor, Psychiatry

breast cancer, led by a panel of health care experts.

IJ-Iae:n‘:tr:JII:geyV:;(?’(')I:cology SECOND WI ND Huge

Selection of |

THURSDAY, OCT. 3, 2024 Shahla Masood, MD CIGARS Pri:?;;‘f;

Professor and Chair, Pathology

5:30-9p.m. John D. Murray, MD 3921 Hendricks Ave - Jacksonville, FL 32207
Marriott Jacksonville Downtown Associate Professor, Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

245 Water St. Plastic Surgery
904-516-4712 | WWW.SECONDWINDCIGARS.COM

Jacksonville, FL 32202
Leigh A. Neumayer, MD
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. Professor and Chair, Surgery

B Directed by Shahla Masood, MD, FCAP Smita Sharma, MD s T P L Ac E s P O RTs
Professor and Chatr, » Associate Professor, Radiology
4 Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
University of Florida College of Medicine — Jacksonville >
‘ . Medical Director, UF Health Breast Center — Jacksonville Faith A. Higgins, MPA
3 Medical Director, UF Health Jacksonville Laboratories

Interim Director of UF Health Jacksonville Cancer Program Clinical Community Outreach,

UF Health Jacksonville — ESTABLISHED 1978 =

Jacksonville’s Best Selection
Fitness Shoes and Apparel

0% Off

Non-Sale Merchandise - Offer can not be combined with other offers.

FREE ADMISSION | DINNER WILL BE SERVED

RSVP by Sept. 26 to Stephanie Crawford 904.244.4387
or Stephanie.Crawford@jax.ufl.edu.

SEATING IS LIMITED. ADULTS 18+ ONLY.

Offer Ends October 31st

U/_Fﬁealth

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA HEALTH 2018 San Marco Blvd < 3931 Baymeadows Road

424 S Third Street, Jax Beach - 2220 CR 210, St Johns
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Volunteers collect trash from area
waterways during NEFAR cleanup

More than 200 volunteers
collected over two tons of trash
July 27, when the Northeast
Florida Association of
REALTORS (NEFAR) held its 4th
Annual Clean-up Northeast Florida
Waterways event.

NEFAR hosted seven clean-
up sites, including four Northeast
Florida boat ramps, a wooded
area near Millers Creek in St.
Nicholas and along the shoreline
of the Northbank and Southbank
Riverwalks. The event also
included a boat convoy, which
traveled to Goat Island and other
hard-to-reach locales in the St.
Johns River. iy »

The large waterway collection Volunteers collect numerous bags of trash along the banks of Millers Creek during the July 27
event was the second of three cleanup.
to be hosted during the summer by NEFAR as part of its overall goal of removing garbage from Northeast
Florida’s waterways.

“Our goal this year was 10,000 pounds of trash, and I think we will be close,” said event founder
Mark Feagle of Watson Realty. “This is a collective effort and I thank all who took the time on Saturday
morning to come out and make a difference for our Florida waters.”

Among those participating in the cleanup was City Councilmember Joe Carlucci, who brought his wife,
Victoria and two sons to help collect bags of trash from under the Acosta Bridge.

Following the cleanup, volunteers enjoyed a party at the NEFAR Resource Center.

Sarah DeSantls joins Koru Spring as clinical director

Sarah DeSantis has joined Koru Spring as clinical director for the eating
disorder treatment center.

A New York native, DeSantis holds a bachelor’s degree from Long Island
' University and a master’s degree from Fordham University. She completed her
. " first internship at a detox center in NYC, then went on to work with adolescents,
' adults and older adults in a variety of different settings assisting those struggling
with eating disorders, anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, emotion dysregulation,
chronic illnesses, grief, and PTSD.

DeSantis is a new Avondale resident who is expecting her first child this month.

with Full ‘ ~ '
Liquor Bar N\

1538 Hendricks Avenue ¢ 904-683-5685

HAPPY HOUR TUES-SUN 3-6PM

1 ﬂml | =

Founder of Good Condition Cherie Baughn

New shop opens
in San Marco

Good Condition
offers organic,
handmade skincare

Clean, sustainable skincare has a new home in San Marco.

Cherie Baughn has opened Good Condition — a studio
and retail store featuring organic, handmade products. Located
at 1628 San Marco Blvd., the shop features organic solid
moisturizers made on site and contained in naturally compostable
and recyclable packaging. The store also sells other organic,
sustainable products.

“This is an incredible shop, with hand selected brands — often
made by hand in small batches — created by founders who truly
share in our sustainability goals and our vision for cleaner, better
choices,” Baughn said.

In addition to Good Condition products, Baughn said,
the store features numerous brands that are exclusive to it in
San Marco, including Heretic Parfum, Kure Bazaar Paris nail
products, Bathing Culture, Paume, Furtuna Skin, Aleph Beauty
and more. Other featured brands include RMS Beauty, Nette
NYC candles and Roz hair care.

A refill station, meanwhile, provides refills on Bathing
Culture, ReBrand and Under Luna products.

“We love being in San Marco, and we encourage everyone
to stop in,” Baughn said. “When you shop with us, you're taking
home beautiful premium products that are thoughtfully created,
safe for use and safe for the environment. It’s an all-around win.”

A® LOOKING |8
FOR OUR NEXT

FULL DINNER SERVICE FROM 5PM ¢ SUNDAY SUPPER 3-9PM
www.barmolino.com for reservations
I 2 U r

.

16 WEEKS OF COLLEGE

FOOTBALL = $16,000 GIVEN

BACK TO LOCAL TEACHERS

N 904.387

;__CONS’IRUCTION, INC. bwmarlneconstructlon com
" Established 1981 4611 Lake51de Drive
-

APPLY OR NOMINATE AT
TAXSLAYERGATORBOWL.COM

EXTRAYARD
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Florida Forum to present Boris Johnson,
Deepak Chopra, Carl Hiaasen

Boris Johnson

Former British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, alternative
medicine pioneer Deepak Chopra
and Florida novelist Carl Hiaasen
will headline the 2024-2025
Florida Forum speaker series.

Johnson will speak Oct. 29 —
two weeks after the release of his
memoir, Unleashed.

Chopra, a physician and
global speaker on transformation,
will appear Jan. 15, 2025. His
new book, Digital Dharma, will
be released this month.

Hiaasen’s lecture will occur
Feb. 12, 2025. He is the author of
dozens of novels and nonfiction
books, many of which are set
in Florida. A 10-part television
series based on his book, Bad
Monkey, premiered on Apple TV
in August.

Florida Forum events will take
place at the Jacksonville Center
for the Performing Arts. Programs

For yourjourney through life

RIVERSIDE
FLEMING ISLAND | MANDARIN
ORANGE PARK | MIDDLEBURG

Deepak Chopra

begin at 7 p.m.

Subscriptions for the Florida
Forum events start at $250 each
for general seating, $350 for
preferred seating, $450 for one
reserved Bronze-level ticket,
$900 for two reserved Bronze
level tickets, $2,250 for two
reserved Silver level tickets and
$4,500 for four reserved Gold
level tickets.

The purchase of a Silver or
Gold ticket package includes
invitations to the private
receptions honoring the speakers
following the lectures. Patrons
under the age of 30 may purchase
Young Subscriber tickets for
$150 each. To purchase tickets,
visit www.thefloridaforum.com,
call 904.202.2886, or email
womensboard@bmcjax.com.

Presented by The Women’s
Board of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital, the Florida Forum

Carl Hiaasen

raises awareness and funds to
support the hospital’s mission of
providing high-quality pediatric
healthcare for all children.

The Women’s Board is
currently raising $1.5 million
for two new Kids Kare Mobile
Intensive Care Units (ICUs)
and other Wolfson Children’s
Hospital programs. The Kids Kare
Mobile ICUs are part of Wolfson
Children’s Hospital’s Neonatal and
Pediatric Critical Care Transport
fleet and include necessary
life-support equipment for the
transportation of critically ill and
injured infants and children.

Kids Kare vehicles and
helicopters safely transport
nearly 3,000 infants and children
a year to Wolfson Children’s
Hospital for emergency neonatal
and pediatric critical and trauma
care. For more information, visit
womensboardwch.com.

SPEE

Florida Theatre welcomes
new board members

Angela Merritt Ed Lombard

Ed Lombard and Angela Merritt have begun three-year
terms on the board of directors for the Florida Theatre.

Lombard is a managing partner with Agility Wealth
Management and a financial advisor with Raymond James
Financial Services. He is a member and past president of
the Rotary Club of West Jacksonville and has served the JT
Townsend Foundation and Pine Castle. A U.S. Army veteran,
Lombard holds a BA in Business and Managerial Economics
from Flagler College.

Merritt is a senior account manager with DEX Imaging,
helping businesses with document management and office
equipment solutions. She has served as chair and vice chair of
the First Coast Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and has been
active with the Boy Scouts of America North Florida Council.
She holds a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration,
Management and Operations.

“The Florida Theatre Board of Directors is a diverse group
of citizen activists from all across the First Coast region who
are dedicated to preserving a unique Jacksonville landmark
and supporting the organization’s efforts to provide our friends
and neighbors with live entertainment by the world’s best
performers,” Florida Theatre President Numa Saisselin said. “Ed
Lombard and Angela Merritt bring a wealth of talent and their
own experiences in business and as Jacksonville residents to this
effort, and we welcome them.”

ELL

CAPITAL GROUP
1920 San Marco Blvd. // Jacksonville, FL 32207

T 904.900.7004 // F 904.256.9824 [/ speedwellinc.com

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory
services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Speedwell Capital Group is not a
registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 23-BRFJH-0001TA 10/23

Physicians & Surgeons

BRIAN D. CHAPPELL, AIF®, CRPS™

President, Speedwell Capital Group
Wealth Advisor, RJFS

Secure Your Spot in the 2025
Charity Register & Social Datebook

Limited Space Available!

(904) 885-6031 - debra@residentnews.net
circlescharityregister.com
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Dr. Jon Petrie

Dentistry team.

Mullens.

Originally from Gulf Breeze, Florida, Dr. Petrie
received his Bachelor of Science from the University of
Florida before attending the University of Louisville,
where he obtained a Master of Science in Biology. He
then received his dental doctorate from the University of
Kentucky College of Dentistry.

Dr. Petrie has completed advanced dental education
through the University of Florida and continues to stay on
top of the latest developments in dentistry.

“We feel strongly that Dr. Petrie reflects our practice
values and that he is committed to providing the quality
of dental care that our patients expect,” said Dr. Richard

Dr. Jonathan Petrie Wingard names Natalie
joins Distinctive
Dentistry

Dr. Jonathan Petrie recently joined the Distinctive

DeYoung equity partner

Wingard has named
Natalie DeYoung as an
equity partner of the 5
Points-based marketing and
communications agency.

DeYoung currently
serves as the company’s
vice president of
public relations and
communications, the
division she established
when she joined the
agency in 2013. Under
her leadership, the PR/
communications division
has grown to represent
more than 20 percent of
Wingard’s employees and
one-third of its annual
revenue.

Natalie DeYoung

P—

SHarly oJewelers

OF JACKSONVILLE

JACKSONVILLE’S DIAMOND SOURCE
FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

ANNIVERSARY

JAPA earns
national awards

The Jacksonville Alumnae Panhellenic Association (JAPA) recently
received four annual awards from the National Panhellenic Conference (NPC).

JAPA received awards recognizing its efforts during the 2023-2024 year for
Community Service/Philanthropy, Enhancement of the Alumnae Experience,
Promotion of the Sorority Experience and College Panhellenic Connections.

Alumnae panhellenic associations are comprised of alumnae from different
NPC member organizations and engage in community activities to promote the
sorority experience. The Jacksonville association meets on the second Tuesday
of the month from September to April and the first Tuesday of May at the
Haskell Building at 111 Riverside Ave.

Riverplace Tower, 1301 Riverplace Blvd. #2552
(904) 346-0642 | harbyjewelers.com

3651 Park Street,
AL L Jacksonville, FL 32205

COWFORD www.cowfordrealty.com

REALTY & DESIGN

Gorgeous Avondale Pool Estate
3229 Park Street

Welcome to your private estate with gardens and a huge pool in the heart of historic
Avondale! This gorgeous all-brick Colonial home is nestled on almost three quarters
of an acre and is overflowing with historic charm and modern amenities. When you
come home for the day, enter your home via electric gate and enjoy the serenity of your
private backyard. Step inside and enjoy the beautiful wood floors, high ceilings, and a
sunlit living room with solid-wood French doors that open to your beautifully landscaped
exira large backyard. The chef's kitchen includes a large island and a Gas KitchenAid
Commercial Series 6-Burner Stove, ideal for cooking and entertaining. There is plenty of |
space inside and outside for large gatherings and festive parties. Upstairs, the primary
suite has a remodeled bathroom with a walk-in shower and soaking tub, plus a bonus
room perfect for a nursery, office or yoga room. Additional bedrooms are spacious

and the third floor offers over 500 square feet of flexible space. Whether you need Listing Agent
a teen hangout, a private area for working from home, or just Heather Buckman
extra space for guests, that third floor is a dream! Outside, enjoy 004-233-6755

a Hampton-style pool and expansive yard, along with a two-car
garage. Located near the Shoppes of Avondale. heather@cowfordrealty.com
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San Marco
Preservation
Society to
hire first
executive
director

The nonprofit San Marco Preservation
Society is seeking its first full-time
executive director, building on the
volunteer-driven organization’s efforts to
preserve the neighborhood’s character,
culture and heritage.

The new paid position comes as San
Marco prepares to mark its centennial
in 2025. The San Marco Preservation
Society, meanwhile, will celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 2026.

“We’ve had some great momentum with
the organization, and there’s still a lot we’d
like to do to raise the profile of San Marco,”
said David Paulk, president of the board
of directors. “Hiring an executive director
will allow us to multiply our capabilities
— and what better time to fill this role than
as we get ready to mark San Marco’s 100th
anniversary?”’

Reporting to the SMPS board of
directors, the executive director will oversee
the organization’s operations, including
program delivery, finance, administration,
fundraising and communications. The job
description lists the salary range as $70,000
to $80,000.

Applicants may submit a cover letter and
resume to secretary(@smpsjax.com.

will be closing its doors.
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' After more than 46 years of proudly serving Historic
Avondale and the greater Jacksonville area, Hooshang
| Oriental Rug Gallery, a cherished family-owned business,

| To celebrate Mr. Hooshang’s legacy and express gratitude to
our community, we're offering substantial discounts on our

:v_j rugs from September 3rd to 10th, between 10:00 a.m.
¢ and5:00 p.m. Come choose a timeless piece of art that can
‘i'};g be passed down through generations.

. ! We invite you to take advantage of these special savings,
x: + as a way of honoring the deep connections we've built

l with our extended family—our valued customers.
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. Weaving Centers Of The World only
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Nestled in the Historic Shoppes of Avondale
JOHNS AVE. (904) 384-7111
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Movement to retire early
catches‘FIRE’

By Jennifer Logue

At a time when one in five U.S. seniors is still in the
workforce, a movement is catching fire among younger
generations looking to quit the rat race far earlier than their
predecessors.

Known as FIRE (Financial Independence Retire Early), the
concept advocates saving up to 70 percent of one’s income, with a
goal of exiting the workforce in one’s 30s or 40s.

“FIRE is the counterculture to consumerism,” said Christian
Barnett, managing director of First Florida Credit Union. “It
involves a lot of sacrifice early on to have a better life later.”

Save now, play later

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, as of 2018
nearly 10 million Americans aged 65 and over were still working
full- or part-time — an increase of 60 percent in just a decade.

But while Baby Boomers and Generation X workers seem to
have resigned themselves to working well past 65, today’s young
workers are seeking strategies to shave two decades or more off
their careers.

“As one of my clients put it,"We want to be able to do what we
want to do — not what we have to do,”” Barnett said.

But given the economy, rising prices and inflation, is it really
feasible for many young people to save such a substantial portion
of their income?

Barnett conceded that the strategy works well for young
professionals who already have a high earning potential and thus
have the ability to start socking away the majority of their take-
home pay. But that doesn’t mean FIRE can’t work in some way
for others.

“The best part of the entire concept,” he said, “is that parts of
it are applicable to everyone.”

Barnett recommends individuals and families do the following
before embarking on an aggressive investment strategy like FIRE:

Make a written plan: A financial planner can help families
develop a written plan that details how they will reach their early
retirement goals. “We find that by making goals known to yourself
and putting them in writing, there is a huge tendency to stick to
that plan,” Barnett said.
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Build an emergency fund: Before embarking on an
aggressive FIRE strategy, families should first build an emergency
fund equal to three to six months of living expenses to deal with
job losses or other unexpected circumstances.

Pay down debt: “We’re currently seeing outlandish interest
rates,” Barnett said. “If you pay off a credit card with 24%
interest, that’s a 24% rate of return for you.”

FIRE up your savings

With a plan in place, debt paid off and an emergency fund to
handle financial surprises, it’s time to start saving:

Start investing early: Don’t wait until your 50s to start
thinking about your retirement savings. The sooner individuals
start investing, the sooner the power of compound interest will
help those savings grow.

“Your time in the market is more important than trying to time
the market,” Barnett said. “The key is to get to 30 times your
annual income (in investment savings): Then you can withdraw
4% each year to live on during retirement.”

Invest enough: At a minimum, individuals should aim to
save and invest at least 10% of their annual income, Barnett
recommended. For many people, the easiest way to do that is to
participate in employer-sponsored 401k retirement programs,
making the maximum allowed contributions and gaining the
employer match.

Those who commit to FIRE’s aggressive 70% savings
target often do so by downsizing their homes, cutting back
on non-essential expenses or through second jobs or “side
hustles,” with earnings from those activities going to grow that
retirement nest egg.

“We have forgotten the concept of delayed gratification,”
Barnett said. “One of my clients had more than 20 passive income
streams, and the income from 10 of those went straight to their
retirement portfolio.”

Invest appropriately: Look for low-cost investment vehicles
such as mutual funds while creating a diversified portfolio.

“You want a nimble strategy while keeping investment costs
low,” he said. “But the key to wise investing is to get involved in
planning your financial future.”
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5BR| 5.5BA| 7,619 SF

701 RIO LINDO
New Price on this Grand Riverfront Home!

The Singleton Team
904-421-6925

4BR|2.5BA | 1,968 SF

100 STARGAZE LN
Better than new in Beacon Lake.

The Singleton Team
904-421-6925

4BR | 2BA | 2,302 SF e

53 WHITE MARSH DR
Turnkey home resort style community amenitie.
David Butler | 904-716-7863
Clair Corbett | 904-521-3288

MLS#2041701

David & Clair
TEAM

The Singleton
TEAM

3BR | 2BA | 2,051 SF =
2755 GREEN BAY LN
Charming San Marco Bungalow.

The Singleton Team
904-421-6925

38R | 2.58A | 1,843 SF
1510'RIDGELAND RD
Mid-Century Modern Home w/rentable Guest House.

The Singleton Team
904-421-6925

SF
13045 SHALLOWATER RD
Upgraded townhome in gated Sumerlin.
David Butler | 904-716-7863
Clair Corbett | 904-521-3288

Th-Anno
TEAM

Susan Hopkins 904.477.2076
Jon Singleton 904.226.3480

Karen Ashley
904.859.1010

Meg Sanders
904.790.3637

Anil Pathak
904.477.0629

David Butler 904.716.7863
Clair Corbett 904.521.3288

April Bachtold
229-416-6394

il ‘
Marilyn Stewart
904.599.2369

d
The Johanson Team
TEAM

"4BR| 3BA | 3,065 SF

1202 PALMER TER
Wonderful St Nicholas Craftsman.

The Singleton Team
904-421-6925

3BR | 2.5BA | 2,162 SF i
936 YACHT HARBORLN
QUEENS HARBOUR HOME. Walk to Marina & Golf Club.

Juliette Vaughn
904-993-3618

3I§RI ZEA | 956 SAFE |1carport [
656 MELBA ST
Double lot, renovated in Murray Hill.
David Butler | 904-716-7863
Clair Corbett | 904-521-3288

MLS#2014331

Your HOME
TEAM

Lorna Anno 904.485.0675
Charles Anno 904.993.7487

Christina Gonzalez
904.537.1005

Brayden Carroll
904.742.6734

Juliette Vaughn
904.993.3618

Kirk Johanson 904.208.8009
Barb Johanson 386.503.4940

David Hamasaki
904.805.3196

Sabrina Wickham
904.463.0315

Jessie Whitmore 904.460.6463
OmarHebeishy 904.728.1779

/s

Erik Kaldor
904.226.0433

[

Hannah Windsor
904-534-6790

Katherine Wohlers
904.314.7524

Watson Realty Corp., REALTORS®

REAL ESTATE COMPAMIES
¢* THE WORLD

San Marco - San Jose Office | 5443 San Jose Boulevard

£ed@

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

[P

Neil Bridgers reaitor®
Vice President / Managing Broker

904-731-5800

Neilbridgers@watsonrealtycorp.com |
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Backing the blue

Signal 34 Foundation
hosts Supporter
Appreciation Night

=

N N R T
Co-Founder Kevin Munger with Bill and Wendy Lebarran and Crystal and Jeff Ward, American Legion Post 137 commander

The Signal 34 Foundation held its inaugural Supporter Appreciation Night last
month to thank those who have sustained its efforts to provide financial assistance to
families of police officers injured or killed in the line of duty.

Held Aug. 1 at Avondale’s All Spiced Up, the event also featured the launch of All
Spiced Up’s Signal 34 Spice Blend, proceeds from the sale of which will benefit the
foundation. Tom Harris of American Legion Post 283, meanwhile, presented a $1,000
donation to the organization.

“Our squadron is very involved in supporting community efforts, particularly
organizations like Signal 34 for our first responders and their cause,” Harris said.

Signal 34 Foundation Co-Founder Ashley Sowers said Post 283 and Post 137 have
been especially staunch supporters of the foundation, which was founded by Sowers
and Co-Founder Kevin Munger after three of their friends and fellow officers were shot
in the line of duty and faced a long road to recovery.

Opening of new
kitchen a highlight

of Rethreaded’s 13th
birthday celebration
| o

L

Marcy Taylor and Director of Development Lisa Kiral cut the ribbon to officially open The Betty Amster Hope Kitchen,
donated by Todd and Marcy Taylor in honor of her mother.

The opening of a new kitchen facility was one of the highlights of nonprofit
Rethreaded’s 13th birthday party.

Held July 27, the event featured the theme of “Home Sweet Home,” celebrating the
countless women who have found a home through the organization’s efforts to empower
survivors of human trafficking.

The evening began with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and tour of the new kitchen,
which will be used for job training and known as the Betty Amster Hope Kitchen in
honor of donor Marcy Taylor’s mother. The opening also celebrated the organization’s
partnership with Anita Comisky, the artisan behind Amelia Toffee. By acquiring Amelia
Toffee in 2021, Rethreaded added toffee-making expertise to its mission.

“The joy our guests experienced in the toffee kitchen during the grand opening was
a great representation of the joy we experience in the kitchen every day,” Director of
Development Lisa Kiral said. “Rethreaded toffee kitchen will set the stage for changing
lives for many years.”

Guests at the birthday party enjoyed an array of activities, including shopping and
watching a live leather painting demonstration. The event also featured a $30,000
matching challenge provided by Riverside Homes, which will support 874 hours of
employment and holistic services for survivors at Rethreaded.

Kristin Keen, founder and CEO of Rethreaded, expressed gratitude to all who
contributed to the event’s success.

“Because of the generosity of the Jacksonville community, we were able to provide
over 4,000 hours of employment and wrap-around services for survivors of human
trafficking,” Keen said. “I am so proud of our community.”

Great Cities Symposium to be held Oct. 10
Proceeds benefit Scenic Jacksonville’s beautification efforts

The 5th Annual Great Cities Symposium will be held
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10 at the Garden Club of
Jacksonville.

Sponsored by Scenic Jacksonville, the annual civic
leadership event will feature as its guest speaker Carol Coletta,
president and CEO of the Memphis River Parks Partnership.
In that role, Coletta spearheaded the recently unveiled Tom

ALLC=NTGHT
HAPPY
HOUR

Tuesday-Thursday

Available July
through September.

OCLEANAL ¥

Kitchen + Raw Bar

OCEANA.RESTAURANT 904.398.3005x2

Lee Park, a 31-acre riverfront park that is considered a model
for inclusive, environmentally restorative urban parks. She
previously led initiatives at The Kresge Foundation, the John
S. and James L. Knight Foundation, and ArtPlace.

The Great Cities Symposium is the primary fundraiser
for Scenic Jacksonville, with proceeds supporting the
organization’s work advocating for beautification of

Jacksonville’s natural and built environment. The event will
begin with a cocktail reception featuring hors d’oeuvres and
beverages, followed by remarks from Coletta and dessert and
cocktails.

The Garden Club of Jacksonville is located at 1005
Riverside Avenue. Tickets for the symposium are $120 per
person and are available for purchase at www.scenicjax.org.

yp-
’/‘/
- AVAILABLE THROUGH

HARDWARE

Purveyor of fine hardware,
plumbing and lighting
fixtures for over 80 years

904.389.6659

www.RayWare.com
Monday-Friday 8 am-5 pm

4048 Herschel Street | Jacksonville, FL 32205




“A Home is one of the mést'important assets that most péBple will ever buy. Homes are
also where memorles are made and-you want to work with someone you can TRUST.”
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Billie Bernhardt
REALTOR®
904-710-1550

Melissa Keyes & Bronwen
Krause, REALTORS®
904-616-6425/ 616-6523

Elizabeth Loftin
REALTOR®
904-477-0219

Margee Michaelis
REALTOR®
904-614-6949

J
S

The Northeast Florida
Group REALTORS®
904.742.8889

The 0’Steen Group
REALTOR®
904-465-1706

Camilo Ramirez
REALTOR®
954-805-0428

HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

FLORIDA NETWORK -
—REALTY

I

Liz Bobeck
REALTOR®
904-210-6399

Heather Creel
REALTOR®
904-631-4800

Beverley Brooke
REALTOR®
904-910-2782

Heather Cosgrove
REALTOR®
904-903-8993

Linda Crofton &
Paul Esdale, ReaLTORS®
904-525-4129/994-9105

CeCe Cummings
REALTOR®
904-434-9771

Lee Sheftall EiImore
REALTOR®
904-699-4503

Genni Jett
REALTOR®
904-802-0820

Leuthold, REALTORS®
904-534-7253/ 233-5533

5741 ATLANTIC BLVD - $1,400,000
4 Bed/ 2 Full Bath /1 Half Bath / 2,051 Sq Ft

1510 ALEXANDRIA PL. S - $1,875,000
4 Bed/ 4 Full Bath / 2 Half Bath / 4,764 Sq Ft

9539 WATERFORD RD - $1,250,000
4 Bed /3 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,257 Sq Ft

JulioCesar Mendez
REALTOR®
904-304-5458

6000 SAN JOSE BLVD, 11-E - $650,000
3 Bed/ 2 Bath /1,467 SqFt

7244 SAN JOSE BLVD - $675,000
4 Bed/ 3 Full Bath /1 Half Bath / 2,947 Sq Ft

13283 LONG CYPRESS TRAIL - $725,000
5 Bed / 3 Full Bath / 1 Half Bath / 3,289 Sq Ft

Lisa Ly Nguyen
REALTOR®
904-755-1911
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4072 FERRARRA ST - $340,000
3 Bed/2Bath /1570 SqFt

11635 FALLING LEAF TRL - $425,000
4 Bed/3Bath/2,479 Sq Ft

4615 REED BARK LN - $545,000 ‘
4 Bed /3 Bath /2,000 Sq Ft i

Linda Ohlrich

REALTOR®
904-449-9257

Jane Owen
REALTOR®
904-502-1406

10435 MIDTOWN PKWY 405 . $250 000
2 Bed/2 Bath /1,291 Sq Ft

3841 MIRUELO CIRCLEN - $330 000
4Bed /2 Bath/1,6415q Ft

2425 RIDGEWOOD RD - $335,000
3Bed/2Bath /1,828 Sq Ft

Paula Sheldrick
REALTOR®
720-475-0416

Joy Walker
REALTOR®
904-699-4417

Anita Vining
REALTOR®
904-923-1511

Caroline Powell & Allison
Steilberg, ReaLTORS®
904-463-1898 / 252-5181

Kathy Suber
REALTOR®
904-509-0587

Tracy Thompson
REALTOR®
904-445-3170

Susan Tuohy
REALTOR®
904-707-6548

Zackery Williams
REALTOR®
904-962-5479

Group, REALTORS®
904-303-8564/ 304-9499)

©2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol

are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation

NOW HIRING NEW & EXPERIENCED AGENTS

- Exceptional support with the most powerful name in real estate!

JOSH COHEN
Managing Broker

904-422-2031
josh.cohen@floridanetworkrealty.com

« Personalized coaching sessions with a non-competing broker
- Agent Development Program for new & experienced agents.
« Your earning potential is truly limitless in this environment.

. Meredith Medvec
Buylng a home? NMLSR ID: 1020474 _] PrOSperlty
Mortgage Consultant HOME MORTGAGE, LLC

Contact me to discuss your

financing options!

(904) 477-6417
Meredith.Medvec@phmloans.com
Apply Online: MeredithMedvec.PHMLoans.com

Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC NMLS#
75164, (NMLS Consumer Access @
www.nmisconsumeraccess.org/)

=
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Autumn Wehrman and Meredith Magee Connie Phillips, Bridget Bateman and Joey Klockare  Lacy Proctor and Dallas Humprheys Sarah and Brian Small
of Drama Kids International

Wishmakers Ball celebrates
30 years of wishes

. W
Steffanny Acevedo and Thornton Keel

e

Terry and Isreston Ward ;f Dillard's Trinace and David Grant

Make-A-Wish of Central and North Florida celebrated 30 years of granting wishes last week at the Wishmakers
Ball Jacksonville.

Held at the Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa, the annual gala featured a cocktail reception and silent auction,
followed by dinner and a live auction. Proceeds from the event support granting wishes to children with critical illnesses.

“This event is a huge effort, but it’s so important,” Director of Wish Granting Heather Rufer said. “It gives the
children hope.”

The Central and North Florida Make-A-Wish chapter started in 1994, when it granted a young girl’s wish to meet Dolly
Parton. Since then, the chapter has granted more than 7,400 wishes — everything from trips to Disney World or New York
City to experiences such as being a fighter pilot or a famous actress.

Allison and John Paul Busuttil

Angelwooc
‘Soaring P«

Alex and Margaret Limbaugh

E 14"
Event Co-Chair Erica Flamm (center) with George Sabbag and event Honorary
John and Whitney Spinks Chair Dan Wahby

“Soaring Possibilities” was the theme of the 2024 Angelwoc
Golf Resort & Spa.

This year’s gala featured a more informal resort/beach them
Attendees perused the hundreds of silent auction items and an i
accomplishments of the organization, which assists families in «

In addition to providing behavioral analysis services, Angel
neighborhoods that provide 24-hour awake supervision. Angelv
transportation and social outings for group home residents. The
school-aged children with intellectual or development disabiliti

'\\.

Featured Partner:
Don't Miss A Beat

The Community Foundation
for Northeast Florida
makes more...

arts & culture
affordable housing
student success
disaster relief
senior services

good

...possible

through the power of
strategic philanthropy.

Make more possible at
jaxcf.org/more

- XUNDERUMD'S

- Since 1928 Florida’s Finest Jeweler

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202

THE COMMUNITY
Avondale 3617 St. Johns Ave. (904) 388-5406

FOUNDATION

San Marco 2044 San Marco Blvd. (904) 398-9741
— FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA — Jacksonville, Florida 32207
60 YEARS & GIVING BACK

= ~ www.underwoodjewelers.com
Foreper Formard




Kim and Billy Wendell Darrell and Chris Griswold

| celebrates
yssibilities’

Shirley Barton, Haley Brewer
and Faye Eason

d Annual Celebration, held Aug. 17 at the Sawgrass Marriott

e, with guests clad in colorful sundresses and sport shirts.
sland-themed buffet and a presentation highlighting the
aring for their loved ones with special needs.

vood operates group homes in residential Jacksonville
rood staff coordinate medical and dental appointments,
organization also operates a summer day camp in Mandarin for
°S.

3 VISIT PHOTOS.RESIDENTNEWS.NET FOR MORE PHOTOS | 25

Brette Petway, Ellen Glasser and Monica Gilt Jennifer Ged, Bre ipson, WCJ Board President Laura VanZee
and Madonna Gipson Marcus Ballard

Women'’s Center of
Jacksonville celebrates
“Women, Words & Wisdom'’

Unsung Hero honoree April Devine, Unsung Hero honoree Stephanie Kevin Shields, Mary Book, Unsung Hero honoree Amie Shields and Ronda Carney
Jackie Roberts and Jennifer Stanton Lynn and Kristina Heath

“Women, Words, &Wisdom” was the theme of the Women’s Center of Jacksonville's recent speaker event.

Held at The Schultz Center on Aug. 26 — Equality Day, which commemorates the adoption of the 19th Amendment giving
women the right to vote — the event featured a reception and speaker presentation by Dr. Ellen Glasser. The former mayor of
Atlantic Beach — and one of the first women FBI agents — Glasser spoke on “Finding Your Voice in Challenging Times.”

The evening also recognized the organization’s Unsung Heroes who work to improve the lives of women in the
community. The 2024 honorees include: April Devine of Florida Blue; Michelle Lewis, Jacksonville Transit Authority;
Stephanie Lynn, Jacksonville Jaguars and Bold Events; Tiffany Rodriguez, artist and elementary school art teacher; and Amie
Shields, founder of The Charis House center for eating disorders.

Proceeds from the event benefited the Women’s Center’s programs and services for survivors of sexual assault —
including its Sexual Assault Forensic Exam (SAFE) program as well as counseling, legal advocacy and support.

ONE | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Chefan Group

Your Waterfront Experts

PRICE IMPROVEMENT IN 55+ COMMUNITY RIVERFRONT BEAUTY

" i i sl i 3
11106 TOWN VIEW DRIVE 1204 JEAN COURT
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256 JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207

2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,807 SF LIVING 6 BEDS | 5 FULL + 2 HALF BATHS | 6,423 SF LIVING
OFFERED AT: $559,000 OFFERED AT: $2,945,000

e

ARTFULLY SOLD

PRICE IMPROVEMENT IN HISTORIC RIVERSIDE

2772 RIVERSIDE AVENUE 203 CARIBBEAN PLACE
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32205 ST. JOHNS, FLORIDA 32259

5 BEDS | 4 BATHS | 3,230 SF LIVING 3 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,336 SF LIVING
OFFERED AT: $812,000 SOLD FOR: $580,000
REPRESENTED SELLER WITH KATHY JOHNSON GROSS

Top Producers | $290 Million in Sales Since 2015

For service that’s as elevated as your standards, nothing compares.
Jane Chefan

GLOBAL REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
904.463.1179

— ——

SCAN FOR MORE
INFORMATION ¥

Jessica Chefan Hansen
BROKER ASSOCIATE
904.200.8855

Jeftrey Chefan

BROKER ASSOCIATE
904.400.3884

Gh@‘ﬂﬂ- GI‘O{IP‘ CHEFANGROUP@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
LUXURY REAL ESTATE ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

©2024 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act
and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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Since 1974

EXPERIENCE
GETS RESULIS.

The Law Firm of Pajcic & Pajcic was established in 1974 and has
handled more than 12,000 personal injury and wrongful death cases,
recovering more than $1.5 billion for our clients. From the beginning,
outstanding service was the signature of our firm and remains so today.

Our 17 attorneys have amassed more than A CISEP (X areas include car, motorcycle, and truck
550 years of combined legal experience ' crashes, medical malpractice, as well as
and zealously represent clients in their e 2 litigation concerning dangerous consumer

time of need. Some of the firm’s practice ’ — v products and unsafe motor vehicles.

Martindale-Hubbell's list of
Top Ranked Law Firms

(904) 358.8881 | WWW.PAJCIC.COM | ONE INDEPENDENT DRIVE, SUITE 1900 | JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202
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Giving to Charity Generously
and Saving Money on Your
Taxes? — (But You Have to

Do It the Right Way)

In today’s world, the spirit of giving is
more important than ever. With numerous
charitable organizations striving to make
a difference, your contributions can have
a significant impact. Moreover, giving to
charity not only helps those in need but can
also provide you with substantial tax benefits.
However, to maximize these benefits,
it’s crucial to approach charitable giving
strategically and correctly.

The Importance of Charitable Giving
Charitable donations play a vital role in
supporting various causes, from providing
disaster relief and medical aid to funding
educational programs and religious teaching.
By giving generously, you contribute to
the betterment of society and help create a
positive change in the world. Additionally,
charitable giving can foster a sense of
community and personal fulfillment,
knowing that your contributions are making a
difference.

Tax Benefits of Charitable Donations
State and Federal Governments
incentivize personal charitable gifts by

offering tax deductions, however most
families do not know how to collect these
incentives. When you donate to a qualified
charitable organization using our methods,
you can deduct the amount of your donation
from your taxable income, reducing your
overall tax liability. This can be particularly
beneficial if you are strategic, as it can lead to
substantial savings.

How to Give Strategically

To ensure that your charitable donations
are both impactful and tax-efficient, follow
these guidelines:

1. Consider Non-Cash Donations:
Donating appreciated assets, such as stocks
or real estate, can provide additional tax
benefits. By donating these assets directly to
a charity, you can avoid capital gains taxes
and still deduct the fair market value of the
donation. Donating appreciated securities,
such as stocks, mutual funds or real estate,
can be more tax-efficient than giving cash.

2. Use Donor-Advised Funds: A donor-
advised fund (DAF) allows you to make a
charitable contribution, receive an immediate

tax deduction, and then
recommend grants from
the fund over time. This
can be a strategic way to
manage your charitable
giving and maximize tax
benefits.

3. Bunching Deductions
Across Years: If your
charitable contributions
are not large enough

to itemize every year,
consider bunching your
donations into one year.
This means making larger
donations in one year to exceed the standard
deduction threshold, allowing you to itemize
and maximize your tax benefits.

4. Using HIFO to Track Your Cost Basis:
When tracking your cost basis, the Highest
In, First Out (HIFO) method can maximize
your tax benefits. This method allows you to
sell the shares with the highest cost basis first,
minimizing your taxable gains. Then when
you donate to charity, select your ‘lowest

cost % basis’ shares to give to charity. The
charity will sell these low basis shares and as
a charity be exempt from capital gains taxes.

{a)
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5. Consult Walsh Investment Consulting
before Selling Your Business or Investment
Real Estate: If you are planning to sell your
business, consult with us before signing the
contract. Strategic charitable giving before
the sale can significantly reduce your tax
liability. By donating a portion of your

s V. Walsh, IV, Jaqueline Woodson, Andrea Diaz- osrio, Adri Senecal, Matthew Monroe

WALSH INVESTMENT
CONSULTING GROUP

business or its appreciated assets, you can
potentially save a substantial amount on
taxes.

6. Consult a Tax Professional: Tax

laws can be complex, and it’s essential to
understand how they apply to your specific
situation. Consulting with a tax professional
can help you navigate the rules and ensure
that you are maximizing your tax benefits.

Conclusion

Remember, the key is to give thoughtfully
and strategically, ensuring that your
generosity benefits both the causes you
care about and your financial well-being.
Give Walsh Investment Consulting a call to
discuss, as we will make this strategic process
easy and automatic for your family.

To learn more about effective charitable giving strategies, call Walsh Investment Consulting Group at (904) 839-2891.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Disclaimer: This article provides general information and should not be considered personalized financial advice. Consult your professional advisor for personalized recommendations.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC. Walsh Investment Consulting Group is a separate entity
from WFAFN. Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network is not a legal or tax advisor. Please consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing in
a 529 savings plan. The official statement, which contains this and other information, can be obtained by calling your financial advisor. Read it carefully before you invest.
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For more information:
descdefenders.com

The only party in Jacksonville where
you can have this much fun while
fighting poverty in our community.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2024
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Jacksonville honors Purple Heart recipients

T R

P8

Att;endees stand during the Pledge of Allegiance during the P

o o SR

One of the new Purple Heart Trail markers unveiled Troopers Mark Hinton, Brian Coleman, Danny Baldwin and ~ Jacksonville Sheriff T.K. Waters and State Rep. Kiyan Michael  The Naval Hospital Jacksonville Color Guard prepares to
following the Purple Heart Day ceremony. Joe Shaw of the Morris/Biggs Chapter of the 555th Parachute greet Purple Heart recipients Anthony D’Aleo and Tommy present the colors.

Infantry Battalion, also known as the Triple Nickles, attend  Tittle before the ceremony begins.
the Aug. 7 Purple Heart Day ceremony.

By Michele Leivas
Jacksonville honored its Purple Heart Command Sergeant Major (Ret.) Frank Purpura, is absent. He is now Florida legislature designated it as such
recipients and Gold Star families at an Aug. William Smith led a moment of reporting to a much higher power.” to honor the recipients of the military’s
7 Purple Heart Day ceremony held at the remembrance for World War II Veteran Following the ceremony, the Naval oldest award. Its predecessor, the Badge
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Wall. Frank Pupura, who passed away earlier Hospital Jacksonville Color Guard led of Military Merit, was established by
“The heroes we are recognizing and this year. attendees on a quarter-mile walk along President George Washington in 1782. It
remembering this evening are those who “Aroll call was conducted,” said the city’s Purple Heart Trail, where city became known as the Purple Heart Medal
put their duty above all else,” Mayor Smith, a Vietnam veteran and member of officials unveiled new Purple Heart in 1932 thanks to Army General Douglas
Donna Deegan said during her address. both the Order of the Purple Heart Chapter markers commemorating Jacksonville’s MacArthur.
“They sacrificed everything, putting 524 and the Army Ranger Hall of Fame. designation as a Purple Heart City. The National Purple Heart Hall of
themselves in harm’s way to protect and “It is my sad duty to report our oldest and Aug. 7 has been recognized as Honor estimates there have been 1.8
serve our great nation.” most active member, World War II Veteran  Purple Heart Day since 2012, when the million Purple Heart recipients.

T.JOHNS

ASSET MANAGEMENT wc

—

Give your
home the
protection

It deserves.

Many of North Florida's Leading Physicians
Trust Us to Keep Their Finances Healthy...
Are You due for a Check-up?

b -

FE TN

-

Your home is where
you make some of your
best memories, and
that's worth protecting.

y If doctors rely on us for financial guidance, you can, too.
| m here tO help Contact us for a consultation...

LET’S TALK TODAY and your prescription for financial well-being.

INSLEY A. EDGAR
COO & FIDUCIARY

Matthew F Carlucci Ins Agy Inc I The Independence You Trust. The Logic You Value.

. Matt Carlucci, Agentl Our Comprehensive Fee-Based Advisory Services E"%@
3707 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207 e Retirement Planning ¢ Divorce Financial Analysis e Debt Management . 2

Toll Free: 888-339-5544 Cell: 904-703-0999 e Investment Management ¢ Mergers & Acquisitions e Estate Planning

e Business Consulting o Tax Strategies & Planning e And more...

Visit Us in Our New San Marco Office!

5233 San Jose Boulevard, Suite 1, Jacksonville, Florida 32207
® 904-644-7803 | admin@stjohnsasset.com
WWW ® STJOHNSASSET ® COM

Securities offered through J.W. Cole Financial, Inc.(JWC) Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through J.W. Cole Advisors,
Inc. (JWCA). JWCA/JWC and St. Johns Asset Management, LLC (SJAM) are unaffiliated entities. SIAM and JWCA/JWC do not offer
legal or tax advice, nor practice law. An attorney client privilege is not created with information shared with SUAM or JWCA/JWC.

1708136 State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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Who's Reading Your Mammogram?

Boutique Breast Imaging provides a better mammogram
because they're read by breast experts

Kathryn Pearson, M.D. is a fellowship-trained radiologists reading Imaging, the level of compassion and
trailblazer in health care and one of mammograms to improve patient care is unparalleled. “When I look at a
the country’s most respected breast- outcomes and experiences. mammogram, | see more than just breast
trained radiologists. Having been The reality is you can get a tissue. These are images of women who
personally impacted by breast cancer mammogram almost anywhere. A better ~ often have children, grandchildren,
through a deep-rooted family history mammogram is when it’s read by breast ~ family and friends who depend on them.
and the need for surgery herself, Dr. experts. Boutique Breast Imaging is an I want to do everything I can to provide
Pearson continues to advocate for better ~ imaging center that provides accessible the best health care possible for women,
patient care. Trained at Stanford and
University of California San Francisco, This place is absolutely wonderful! Everyone is so kind and welcoming.
and practiced in breast imaging for over They got me in within an hour of leaving my doctor’s office due to a

25 years, Dr. Pearson is saving lives
and minimizing unnecessary anxiety
one breast image at a time at her

lump | was concerned about. Dr. Pearson is knowledgeable, kind and
just awesome! The team understands the anxiety and fear that come

breast imaging center in Jacksonville’s with these types of appointments, and they make you feel supported
Southside: Boutique Breast Imaging, throughout the whole appointment. Dr. Pearson goes over the images

a state-of-the-art clinic providing the and explains everything, and you leave with a report the same day. | can’t
highest level of breast care, screening recommend this place enough! —Kirsten

and diagnosis by experienced,

fellowship-trained breast imaging Dr. Pearson s literally the most amazing doctor I've ever been to let alone

radiologists. “Patients receive a better
mammogram when read by breast
experts, and unfortunately that’s not

radiologist. She knows her stuff so much and truly cares and takes time to

Kathryn Pearsn, M.D
walk you through all the images herself. Ladies, | highly recommend doing all

always the case - more than 60% of your mammos and imaging at BBI! - Stephanie
mammograms are interpreted by general . :
radiologists,” said Dr. Pearson. Breast Best mammogram experience EVER! - Andrea Boutique Breast imaging
imaging radiologists have additional e L . is located at 6871 Belfort Oaks PI.,
breast fellowship training and expertise I can’t begin to thank (BBI) enough for stepping in when it seemed
beyond radiology board certification and like the entire health care system was falling down on me. Not only Jacksonville, Florida, 32216,
are experts in breast cancer screening did BBI step in to get me darity when | needed it most, they did it . .
; ; ; ; . R M accepting most insurances and

and dlagnoils'hDedfcated brgz(';t lmagfrs so quickly and very patiently. One thousand thanks will never be pting
are proven to have increased diagnostic e 5 .
accuracy with earlier detection of breast enough for BBI. -Amanda prOVIdmg concierge services.
cancer and less false positive “breast
cancer scares.” “If you want an expert in  and superior patient care by expert breast  and it starts by having the right people Visit Boutiq ueBreastImaging.com
breast cancer diagnosis, you see a breast ~ radiologists. Just like you wouldn’t want  read your mammogram,” Dr. Pearson
imaging radiologist,” said Dr. Pearson. a breast radiologist reading an image said. Schedule your appointment today or call (904) 901-0110 to schedule

Boutique Breast Imaging patients of your knee, why would you allow and follow us on social media to learn .
are thankful for the center’s unique and just any radiologist to read an image more about our Breast Cancer Awareness AL appointment tOday'
necessary approach to having only breast  of your breasts? At Boutique Breast events during October.

Linda Berry Stein
College of Fine Arts

& Humanities
JACKSONVILLE UNIVERSITY

All events are free unless noted and open to the community. Please join us.
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INTERMEZZO AFTERNOON SERIES

Q?Lb@/ﬁﬁé WM DR. SCOTT WATKINS, PIANO

904 388 4212 | 3975 St. Johns Ave. | Jacksonville Thursday, September 5 at 4:30 PM
nicolaasalexander.com Terry Concert Hall

0'3 join ust’b: UNIVERSITY WIND ENSEMBLE POPS CONCERT

GAI N CLARlTY Saturday, September 7 at 3:00 PM
nd ReCIa I m T U E s D AY Terry Concert Hall

the POWER of TAROT&TEA ALEXEI ROMANENKO, CELLO

your INTUITION JONATHAN KUO, VIOLIN
630 PM ~7:30 PM @ PLUSH N PRANA

% E jou Learn CASUAL CONVERSATIONS AND GAMES Tuesday, September 10 at 7:30 PM

TO ENHANCE YOUR INTUITION Terry Concert Hall
the Art ana Science of

TAROT

PRICING THE FUTURE: A PHILOSOPHY SLAM

DIVINATION Nathan Richardson, Jacksonville University College of Law
ESSION OR $55 AT THE DOOR
wbis SS_C_\ Wednesday, September 11 at 7:30 PM
CWHEL M ODW River House
= -t i 3 \
EVERY THURSDAY EVENING | LEARN MORE:
630~730 Plush

+ LIMITED SEATING + Essence-ally Lush! www.ju.edu/steincollege

RESERVE YOUR SPOT 4 SIGN UP
904329 3179

2761 PARK STREET - JACKSONVILLE
OPEN WED-SAT:10 - 6 — SUN & TUE:1-5
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By Jennifer Logue

Twelve young people dealing with life-threatening
illnesses participated in the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl “Dream
Team Signing Day” at EverBank Stadium Aug. 1.

Through a partnership between Gator Bowl Charities
and the nonprofit Dreams Come True, the Dream Team will
participate in six months of special events and activities,
culminating in January at the 2025 Gator Bowl.

Greg McQarity, president and CEO of Gator Bowl Sports,
welcomed guests to the signing event, where the 12 team
members signed their certificates to participate in the Dream
Team events.

Member of this year’s Dream Team include Te’Von Berry,
16; Jared Cook, 15; Kennedy Harris, 8; Jase Holden, 11;
Kasey Ladd, 8; Leonard “Trey” Love, 17; Luke Masiak, 9;
Kylee Mathis, 15; Brynley Richardson, 3; Seth Rowe, 13;
Marshawn Wilson, 10; and Leonard “Leo” Wortham, 11.

Ashley Smith of Dreams Come True noted that Dream
Team members have been treated at local hospitals
for conditions ranging from spina bifida and Williams
Syndrome to acute lymphoblastic leukemia and range in age
from 17 down to the youngest-ever Dream Team member,
3-year-old Brynley.

“Brynley loves football,” Smith said while holding the
toddler. “What do the Jaguars say, Brynley?”

TaxSlayer Gator Bowl signs 1

The Harris Family: mom Melanie, Dream Tea ember Kénnedy, Houston and dad Cale
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Dream Team member Seth Rowe
displays his Signing Day certificate.

“Duuuuuvaalll,” she replied.

Prior to signing their certificates, Dream Team members
learned of the numerous activities in which they’ll participate
between now and the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl. In addition to
attending monthly membership socials, team members and
their families will travel to Gainesville for a “scouting trip” to
watch a University of Florida football game. They will also
attend the Gator Bowl’s official holiday party, attend football
games and receive official Gator Bowl green jackets.

The experience will culminate Jan. 2, 2025, at the
TaxSlayer Gator Bowl, where the Dream Team will get to
meet players, coaches and be recognized on the field.

“I’ve had the opportunity to meet previous Dream Teams,”
Justin Contreras of presenting sponsor First Citizens Bank
told the Dream Team. “And I can honestly say, you’re going
to have the time of your lives.”

Bringing light

For the families of the Dream Team, the experience brings
some much-needed joy to the children’s lives.

“I think it’s so incredible for organizations to take what is
a really dark time and bring a little light to it,” said Melanie
Harris, mother of Dream Team member Kennedy Harris. “It
gives the kids a chance to be with other kids their age who are

2 kids to‘Dream Team’

Gator Bowl Sports CEQ Greg M

cGarity welcomes guests to the Dream Team Signing Day.

like them and know what they’re going through.”

Kennedy was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia in September 2023, just days before her 8th birthday
after her mother had noticed some unusual bruising. The
effect on the family’s life was immediate.

“Before that, cancer was always just a sad St. Jude’s
commercial — you always think it’s not going to happen to
you,” Harris said. “No parent can imagine the nightmare.”

The family also didn’t realize how lengthy the
treatment would be.

“She began this journey in first grade and will finish it
in fourth,” Harris said. “That’s her childhood. We’re just so
grateful for this (Dream Team) opportunity, because she has
missed out on so much.”

Stacey Rowe, mother of Dream Team member Seth
Rowe, agreed.

“I think it’s awesome for him to get some recognition after
all he’s been through,” she said.

Seth, 13, has battled brain tumors twice. He was selected
for the Dream Team after Dreams Come True granted his
dream of taking a Disney cruise to the Bahamas. Thanks to
being selected for the Dream Team, he has a new reason to
look forward to the future.

Said Seth: “I’m excited for the adventures!”

A Portrait of ]
Potenti

The Episcopal experience means learning extends far beyond

the classroom. Our graduates Seek Understanding as lifelong
learners; Develop a Sense of Self earned through challenge;
Live with Honor and Purpose, choosing to lead, do good, and
serve others; and Pursue a Life of Faith, in a way meaningful
to them while respecting the dignity of every human being.
Across our Four Pillars — Academics, Athletics, Fine Arts, and

Spiritual Life — Episcopal students find their passions while
shaping who, not what, they will become.

Visit ESJ.org To Explore Your Future

o

) «dully

MUNNERLYN ST. MARK'S BEACHES

EPISCOPAL

SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

GRADES 6 - 12

4455 ATLANTIC BLVD.
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207
904.396.7104

AGE 1 - GRADE 5

4114 OXFORD AVE.
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210
904.388.2632

PRE-K 3 - GRADE 5

450 11th AVE. NORTH
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250
904.246.2466
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~ Mayo internship
‘sparks’ student’s
interest in science

A Wolfson School for Advanced Studies student had an opportunity to
intern at the Mayo Clinic this summer through its Science Program for the
Advancement of Research Knowledge (SPARK) mentorship program.

Abram Caccam, a senior in the Wolfson IB program, worked under Dr.
Eduardo Chini in his Cancer Biology Research lab. The intensive hands-
on laboratory experience enabled Caccam to study how the transmembrane
glycoprotein CD 38 levels in lymphomas and leukemias affect chemotherapy
treatment response.

In addition to performing laboratory techniques such as flow cytometry and
cell viability assays, he was able to conduct the entire scientific process, from
formulating a hypothesis and conducting experiments to analyzing the results.

Caccam is the president of his school's Health Occupations Students of
America (HOSA) Club and the first Wolfson student ever to be accepted into
the SPARK program, which provides students with exposure to the real world of
scientific inquiry.

Abram Caccam

Wolfson patients enjoy ‘Christmas in July’

p = i Y v ; e Christmas came early for children who are patients at ~ team to bring joy to all our patients and to support them
~ _' ¥ Wolfson Children’s Hospital, as Santa Claus made a mid-  throughout their healing journey.”

summer stop to deliver some of the more than 1,300 toys Subaru of Jacksonville collected toys at their
donated during the annual “Christmas in July” toy drive. showroom on St. Johns Bluff Road throughout the month
In addition to toys, donors gave more than $13,000 and delivered those with Santa on July 31. In addition to
in financial gifts that will be used to purchase toys for thousands of dollars’ worth of toys from the community,
Wolfson Children’s patients. staff and ownership, the dealership contributed $25,000
“We are so grateful for the continued generosity and to support the Child Life department.
stewardship of our Northeast Florida community, from “The toys we collect in our showroom are much
individuals who donated online or dropped off toys, to more than just items—they are symbols of smiles and
organizations and businesses like Subaru of Jacksonville comfort for the wonderful patients at Wolfson Children’s
that sponsored the drive,” hospital President Allegra Hospital,” said Phil Porter, Jr. of Subaru of Jacksonville.
C. Jaros said. “The toy and monetary donations from “We cherish the opportunity to play a small role in the joy
Christmas in July allow our Family Support Services these gifts bring to the children, no matter the season.”

Touchton Plumbing is currently hiring motivated,

> TOUCHTON omrerizriered = NG YVR

PLUMBERS and HELPERS for service work.
C PLU M Bl NG CO NTRACTO RS é Excellent Benefits Package including: LY
Competitive Compensation, Paid Vacation & Holidays, Company Insurance H IR;I-

Northeast Florida Plumblng Experts Uniforms, Retirement savings & contribution
Training & Apprenticeship program

416 Ryan Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32254 | (904) 389-9299 | #CFC056489 | Drug Free Workplace

TRADITION. EXCELLENCE. FAITH.
THE SPIRIT OF A CRUSADER.

WWW .BISHOPKENNY.ORG

—_ Finished reading this month’s The Resident Nefus?

Yesterday9s News, 2 \ n i Don'ttoss it, transform it into these beautifully layered

newspaper flowers! Cut or tear out the petal layers and

! e W R | . = | design with vibrant watercolor paints to create a perfect
TOday C ATT ; ’ R : rainy-day craft. Reuse has never looked so good. = =
'- AResident?
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Kimberly Anderson poses with her grandchildren Boston,
Ireland and London at the Pack the Sack Il event.

Sterling, Eli, Leo and Tavian show off their school supply
haul at Pack the Sack Il with their mom, Kaitlyn Peters.

7 44

_Great-grandmother Marla Montgomery joins four of her great-grandchildren Jah’'marion, Jah’liyah, Malyna and Jah’nyi.

Families pack
convention center
for Pack the Sack I

Students receive new backpacks,

school supplies

By Michele Leivas

Thousands of families flocked to the Prime
Osborn Convention Center Aug. 3 to receive
free backpacks and school supplies at the Pack
the Sack II event.

Marla Montgomery brought four of her
nine great-grandchildren to the event, their new
backpacks filled with boxes of pencils, crayons
and other supplies they’ll need for the new
school year.

“For so many of us, it’s hard to go buy stuff,
so this is essential, I really love it,” she said. “It’s
worth standing in line for two hours.”

City Councilmember Terrance Freeman
hosted the event in partnership with Walmart
and ALPHA Starz, Inc. In addition to
distributing 10,000 free backpacks and school
supplies, this year’s event also offered free
services including eye exams and haircuts.

Freeman said the event has grown
significantly since he first started hosting
smaller iterations of it on a neighborhood level.
This year’s event aimed to double the 5,300

backpacks that were distributed last year, and
Freeman said the turnout underscores the need
for such an event as families prepare their
children for a new school year every fall.

Freeman also considers the impact the
event will have not just on families’ wallets and
budgets, but on the students when they arrive
in their classrooms.

“It makes me start thinking about mental
health,” Freeman said. “These students,
they’re self-aware and now all of a sudden,
they look right, they look left, and they have
the same supplies that their peers have. What
does that do for their confidence? What does
that do for their self-esteem, which we hope
that excitement, energy carries over into their
academics.”

Cassandra Farve said Pack the Sack offers
some much-needed financial relief for families.
“It’s just amazing that they’re able to do
that and help everybody — especially people

who are struggling,” she said.

Bolles Lower School robotics team shines

“The team also received excellent feedback from judges on their Innovation Project
that proposed building augmented reality glasses that translate to ASL in real time so deaf
patrons can use them to see shows,” Zerkowski said. “The Moof Monsters walked away
with so many incredible ideas for next year after getting to meet some of the best teams in

A robotics team from the Bolles Lower School Whitehurst Campus participated in the
inaugural FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Florida Sunshine Invitational in Daytona Beach.

Held June 19-22 at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, the competition attracted
teams from 35 countries, including Saudi Arabia, Norway, Croatia, the Czech Republic,
South Korea and Japan. Led by coach Beth Zerkowski, Bolles’ team, The Moof Monsters,
paired up with UWR Starlink from Dubai to clinch third overall in the Alliance Games.
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Launching into the Future.

At The Bolles School, the future is an early focus so students can develop the life skills of compassion,
courage and integrity as a foundation of their character. Combined with a world-class education, students
build relationships, experience different cultures and make friends for life.

Here, we honor traditions while looking forward to all the future holds.
Explore what Bolles has to offer by visiting www.Bolles.org or calling us at (904) 256-5030.

BOLLES

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12
Day & Boarding School
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Local athletes make a splash
at. Junlor Olymplcs in DaIIas

Alex Torres proudly shows off his gold medal and trophy with Jacksonwlle Water PoIo Club Coach John PauI Mujica.

Jacksonville junior athletes brought home gold and silver for the Jacksonville Water Polo
Club in the recent USA Water Polo Junior Olympics in Dallas.

Four local athletes competed in various divisions. Seventh grader Alex Torres, from
Landon Middle School, and sixth grader John Erdal, from Bolles, took home the gold in the
final game with an 11-6 score against Team Orlando.

Fellow athletes Nina Pell and Mikhail Terekov competed in the 12U and 16U divisions
for the Next Level Water Polo Club, respectively. Pell’s team took home the silver in the Gold
Division. Terekov’s team finished 15th in its division against stiff competition and walked
away with invaluable experience.

Episcopal High School senior Sawyer Weakland participated on the Orlando United Team
in California. Weakland also traveled to Paris, France, where she had the opportunity to attend
the gold medal match at the Paris Olympics.

“It was an amazing experience to be able to watch the gold medal game in Paris,” she
said. “I’m excited that the games will be coming to LA in 2028 and hope to be there to pull
for Team USA.”

Jacksonville Water Polo Club athletes are preparing for their fall season with a September
scrimmage in Gainesville and three youth tournaments in Florida, including the Halloween
Invite in Orlando, the Battle of the Bay in Clearwater and the Beast of the East in Clermont.

ORCHESTRA| SEE THE SEQUEL
ORNTABLCs| FILM AND THE LIVE

Usrc BY ~seneis presentation CONCERT

IQIEL PEMBERTON

B
w@

lACKSONVILLE CENTER
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

SEPTEMBER 8
6 p.m.

JACKSONVILLE CENTER AR
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
fscjartistseries.org | (904) 632-5000

BEYOND BROADWAY
presented by BEYOND BROADWAY
FTJ :nsnﬂg‘gl_si_s presented by FSC] AHTIST SEFIIES
; oo sponsored by $Vy5¢nl:

fscjartistseries.org
(904) 632-5000

Double Your Impact with
the Max Block Food Pantry
Match Challenge

The LJD Jewish Family & Community Services
(JECS) haslaunched its annual Match Challenge,
running now through Sept. 30. Thanks to the
generosity of the Block Family, this initiative
offers a unique opportunity to double the impact
of every donation made to the Max Block Food
Pantry.

Due to current economic challenges, the
demand for food assistance has surged. The
Max Block Food Pantry has experienced a 68%
increase in need, serving nearly 32,000 individuals
this year compared to 19,000 last year.

This heightened demand for assistance is
fueled by an increase in households that earn
less than the basic cost of living, coupled with
rising rent and food costs, which have further
strained the budgets of many local families.

All monetary donations made during the
Match Challenge will be used to stock the pantry
with essential food items. Additionally, to meet
the growing need, the Max Block Food Pantry
is undergoing a major expansion and renovation,

with completion expected by early October.
The newly expanded facility will be double its
current size, featuring increased shelf space,
additional refrigerator capacity, a new walk-in
freezer and even a dedicated pet supply shelf.

Donna O’Steen, JFCS Food Programs and
Volunteer Specialist, says this enhancement
will significantly boost the pantry’s ability to
serve more families and expand into more
public schools that require assistance.

“This upgrade allows us to extend our reach
and provide even more support to those in
need,” O’Steen said. “The expanded pantry will
also supply our satellite locations, currently
located in three public schools and a location
on the westside, ensuring that additional families
benefit from the resources we offer”

Donations made through Sept. 30 will be
doubled, offering twice the impact in the lives
of those who need it most. Additionally, JECS
always welcomes contributions of non-perishable
food items.

To participate in the Match Challenge, visit JFCSJax.org.
By joining this initiative to fight food insecurity, individuals can
make a difference for children and families in our community.
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EPISCOPAL

DAY S CHOUOWL

SIMCE 1950

Pre-K3 through 6th Grade

Now accepting applications for
the 2025-2026 school year.

7423 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32217 - (904) 733-0352 + sjeds.org

discover
membership

=

.4_’

jacksonvillezoo.org/membership

Join the fun
when you
Join the Zoo

FREE admission to
the Jacksonville
Zoo and Gardens

Unlimited
annual visits

Exclusive
members-only
events and
discounts

JACKSONVILLE

Bo O

AND GARDENS

Learn more at
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By Peggy Harrell Jennings

Jacksonville’s Little Theatre has grown
up!

Now known as Theatre Jacksonville,
the nonprofit’s motto, “Little Theatre, Big
Voice,” has proven true over the years.
From its 1919 founding to its home for the
past 86 years in the heart of San Marco
in a building on the National Register of
Historic Places, the theatre has devoted 105
years to “enriching lives and broadening
cultural understanding through community
participation in theatre arts.”

Volunteers are key to the longstanding

success, including opportunities for painting
sets, working on costumes, props or ushering

at events. The oldest continually running
community theater in Florida offers creative
workshops for kids, teens and adults and a
spectacular lineup of shows for the 105th
season. Visit www.theatrejax.com. Art,

music, and drama all in one package. Keep it

up, Theatre Jax: You are aging well!

Douglas Johnson - Best in Show

\J
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Little Theatre,

Christine Booras, Eric Rakov and Douglas Johnson

Annelies Dykgraaf

Centennial celebration

The opening celebration for MOCA
Jacksonville’s 100th birthday exhibit, “A
Century of Contemporary,” is Sept. 5 at 8
p.m. Sign up at mocajacksonville.unf.edu.

The show will run through Jan. 12,
2025. But Elysa Adams’s “Voices of
Moncrief” exhibit closes Sept. 8, so beat it
down to MOCA. You do not want to miss
this show or Emil Alzamora’s “Starship
Abundance” art and sculptures, which are
currently on display. Take a trip through
time and new vistas and never leave the
comfort of the gallery!

Jacksonville’s Downtown Library is a
happening place, especially on Saturday
mornings. Drop in and create your own
comics or take a guided tour of the current
and permanent exhibits. The library was
hopping with visitors during ARTWALK at
the reception for “Pack Your Bags” exhibit
by TAC and JAG members. Each artist’s
work is labeled with a passport: The library
has travelogues and books associated with
exciting destinations on display, and the

food served at the reception reflected various

locales and sites from around the world.
Kudos to Douglas Johnson for Best in

. s,
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Show and Juror’s Choice winners Christine
Booras, Eric Rakov and Lori Ann Sweet.
Enjoy the artistic journey then
travel upstairs for Annelies Dykgraaf’s
“Ink Discovery” exhibit until Sept.
14. Continue the artistic path to TAC
Gallery on Adams Street for “Parks and
Recreation,” another wonderful exhibit
highlighting many of the area’s interesting
destinations. Randy Pitts took Best
in Show, with Jessie Cook and Jamie
Childers receiving Juror’s Choice awards.
And even more accolades are in order!
Drum roll, please, for Best in Show Abby
Howard Murphy and Juror’s Choices for
Jon Jennings and Stephanie Welchans at
the “Waterworks” exhibit at North Point
Dental.

Art in the Park is a new alliance with
TAC Gallery and the City of Jacksonville
to offer art classes for all ages in various
parks every Saturday until the end of
the year. Artist Marsha Hatcher led the
August workshops and September classes
will be held at Friendship Fountain. Check
out offerings/register: jacksonville.gov/
departments/park-and-recreation Sign up
for fun!

So much happening in so many places
with such accomplished people. Be sure to
check out the Cultural Council of Greater
Jacksonville — www.culturalcouncil.org.
Applications are being accepted for grants
for artists. Sixty grants will be awarded — it
could be you!

Applications
open for Art
Ventures grants

The Community Foundation
for Northeast Florida is accepting
applications for $10,000 Art Ventures
grants. Applications are due online by 5
p-m. Sept. 23.

The purpose of the Art Ventures
grants is to strengthen small- and mid-
sized arts organizations through capacity
building and program development.
Organizations will have the option of
seeking funding for already identified
needs or assistance with perceived needs
during an 18-month grant period.

This funding opportunity is available
exclusively for organizations; Art
Ventures grants for individual artists will
be available in 2025 through a separate
application process.

In addition, the Delores Barr
Weaver Black Arts Organization Fund
has expanded its funding to Black-led
and Black-focused nonprofits through
additional grants for up to five Black-led
arts organizations.

“The Community Foundation has
supported arts organizations for nearly
35 years thanks to donors who have
established funds dedicated to the
arts,” said Amy Crane, vice president
of programs. “This year, we’re pleased
to expand this support thanks to the
generosity of Delores Barr Weaver.”

Visit jaxcf.org/grants/small-arts-
organizations to view the application or
for more information.

=BERT
GOES ON!

Through Sept. 14
Kathleen Vought - Featured Artist
Flip Flop Shop - 5 Points

Sept. 6 and 7
Jacksonville Symphony Free Concerts
Jacoby Symphony Hall
jaxsymphony.org

Saturday, Sept. 7
Marcus Williams - Featured Artist
Corner Gallery | 40 E. Adams St.| 5 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 7
River Blossom Jambhoree
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens

cummermuseum.org/event/
the-river-blossom

Sunday, Sept. 22
Sigrun Buckley - Featured Artist
Ponte Vedra Beach Library
Reception: 3 to 4:30 p.m.

Sept. 19-21
QuiltFest 2024
Prime Osborn Center
Quiltfest.com

Saturday, Sept. 21,
Interactive Exhibit - See art and do art
Good Sandwich Shop
8th Street in Springfield | 11 a.m.

Saturday Sept. 21
Jax Photo Festival
Lift Evr'y Voice and Sing Park | 2 - 8 p.m.
malcjax.com/jax-photo-fest

Through October
Helen Moody- Featured Artist
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church

Do you know of an upcoming event
or accolade that helps pump the
rhythmic Artbeat of Jacksonville?
Send the announcement to us at
editor@residentnews.net for
consideration in 7he Beat Goes On
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UK reps cultivate connections
to historic estate

L 7 S . e
Front row from left: Sarah McLeod and Dame Julie Kenny
Back row: Margaret Foerster, Joanelle Mulrain and Mags Black-Scott

By Peggy Harrell Jennings

The British are coming! But no need to sound the
alarm. The recent gathering for tea (iced) and talk were
peaceful, charming, educational and informative.

Hosted by Ward Lariscy of San Marco and
Margaret Foerster of Ortega, the gathering featured
Dame Julie Kenny and Wentworth Woodhouse
Preservation Trust CEO Sarah McLeod, who presented
a vision of building connections between the United
Kingdom and the United States to one of the most
spectacular and historically significant country houses
in the world: Wentworth Woodhouse. The 365-room
Georgian-Baroque mansion has family connections to
Benjamin Franklin and the American colonists and the
eighth Earl Fitzwilliam as well as President John F.
Kennedy.

Movies and television shows filmed at Wentworth
Woodhouse include Downton Abbey, Victoria, Darkest
Hour and Gentleman Jack, among others. The home is
open to the public for various tours; visitors will find
wildflowers, ancient trees and flowers throughout the 50
acres of gardens. The Camellia House has some of the

[eeeny A
Dame Julie Kenny, Ward Lariscy and Sarah McLeod

oldest cultivars in the western world. Of course, one could
enjoy a special occasion or celebration with an afternoon
tea in the Long Gallery while overlooking the beautiful
gardens.

Avondale resident Joanelle Mulrain was introduced to
the venture by her friends Margaret (Mags) Black-Scott
and her husband David. A native of Rotherham, where
the palatial estate is located, Black-Scott had nevertheless
never been inside until it was opened to the public in 2017
after years of neglect. The Scotts invited Mulrain to join
them at the Black Diamonds Annual Fundraising Gala,
where she met and became involved in promoting the
estate and is now the U.S. representative of Wentworth
Woodhouse.

After a visit to the University of North Florida
Botanical Garden, Kenny and McCleod concluded their
visit by attending a reception hosted by the Scotts at their
Marsh Landing home. The next part of their trip takes them
to America’s grandest estate, Biltmore in North Carolina.
Perhaps the ladies will arrive just in time for tea. Find out
more: wentworthwoodhouse.org.uk.

Ritz Theatre
event to
mark 60th
anniversary
of Beatles
Gator Bowl
concert

The Beatles experience returns to Jacksonville
Sept. 12, when The Ritz Theatre & Museum hosts
a performance and discussion marking the 60th
anniversary of the legendary band’s Gator Bowl concert.

To be held Thursday, Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. — nearly
60 years to the day of that famed concert — “1964:
When The Beatles Rocked Florida” will feature a
performance by tribute band Liverpool Live as well as
a presentation by Bob Kealing, author of “Good Day
Sunshine State.”

Jacksonville was still reeling from the effects of
Hurricane Dora when the Fab Four performed what
would be their only public concert in Florida. But the
performance was historic for another reason.

The Beatles’ refusal to perform before a
segregated audience was considered a victory in the
civil rights movement.

Tickets are $20 and are available through
Ticketmaster. Doors open at 6 p.m. for book
sales, book signings and museum tours. For more
information, visit www.ritzjacksonville.com.

UNF JAZZ ENSEMBLE 3*
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
5P.M.

TALIAFERRO HALL

JAZZ IN THE GARDEN
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
5:30T0 7 P.M.

BURWELL COURT & BISHOP’S GARDEN
WINE & CHARCUTERIE
$10 DONATION

CLARINET RECITAL:
KEVIN CLASEN-LEBLANC*
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
5P.M.

TALIAFERRO HALL

FIRST COAST FLUTE CHOIR*
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
5P.M.
CATHEDRAL NAVE

*FREEWITH A RECEPTION FOLLOWING

s 2 SAINT JOHNS
CATHEDRAL

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF FLORIDA

256 EAST CHURCH STREET

GCOOD CONDITION

Now open in San Marco! Shop our curated

collection of sustainable, mission driven brands.
Bring this ad and receive 10% off!

EMIWAY

Ms peauty
HERETIC PARFUM

NETTE NYC
OVl the People

BATHING CULTURE
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0CT 3-6,2024
Thurs-Sat -10-5, Sun-10-4
Jacksonville Equestrian Center

NORTHEAST FLORIDA'S

LARGEST rv sHow:

Hundreds of RVs will be on display
Booths representing campgrounds,
Finance and Insurance Companies,
Supplies & Accessories

Daily Door prizes
Fun for the entire family

Motorhomes, travel trailers, folding tent
campers, fifth wheels and toy haulers

$10 Adults-Kids under12 £ E!

Open 10 - 6 Monday thru Saturday
1628 San Marco Blvd.. Suite 11 904.727.8393 | @goodconditionjax

FRUTA.org

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202
(904) 356-5507 * JaxCathedral.org
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Pete Kimmel

Aroundthe globe to_San Marco

Pete and daughter Vivienne with Grandma Jerry and Aunt Géyle

By Michele Leivas

Pete Kimmel has a unique appreciation for the roots he’s
laid in his San Marco community.

Growing up, Kimmel traveled extensively with his
family, both nationally and internationally, for his father’s
job. At the time, his father worked for Ally Bank — then
known as GMAC — and he was the guy they sent to
struggling branches.

“Their whole policy was, if you're doing a good job,
we’ll take you and move you to a place that isn’t doing a
good job,” he said. “And my dad was really good at his
job.”

Kimmel estimates he lived in 15 different places around
the globe growing up, from Michigan and Oklahoma
to Switzerland and England. The first time he landed in
Jacksonville, his family lived in the Riverside community,
where he attended the Episcopal School of Jacksonville
before his family moved on to Charlotte, North Carolina.
But Kimmel said leaving Jacksonville behind was not easy.

“I always had fond memories of Jacksonville, for sure,”

is former wife Paige Brzoska‘.

Pete Kimmel remains close friends wit

he said. “I feel like I had a really good group of friends, and
we got into all sorts of trouble. Nothing too serious. But
when I moved away, I was really upset about it.”

Following high school, Kimmel followed in his older
brother’s footsteps and attended University of Florida. An
unexpected fraternity party reunion with Paige Brzoska, a
middle school crush from Jacksonville, would eventually
lead him back to the Bold City. The two dated in college
before Kimmel moved to Detroit to launch his professional
career, at which point he and Brzoska began a long-distance
relationship, with Kimmel in Michigan and Brzoska in
Jacksonville. Eventually, Kimmel decided to make the move
and return to the First Coast so they could be together.

Kimmel said he took the first job he could find to
relocate to Jacksonville. That first job, he recalls, was as a
membership and grants coordinator for MOCA Jacksonville
before moving on to become a marketing manager for First
Coast Homeless Pets, which he said was much more in his
wheelhouse.

Today, Kimmel calls San Marco home and works as the
marketing director for the Brandit Agency in Vero Beach

Fostering Innovation, Building Futures

At RPDS we celebrate childhood and foster an environment where
students can explore their curiosities and embrace their creativity.

Scan the QR code to learn more about STEAM at RPDS!
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Pete and Vivienne enjoy lunch at O- Ku in Jax Beach.

and has also launched his own boutique agency, Perception
Marketing. In addition to the creative aspect of his job, he
said he finds gratification and reward in building brands for
people and businesses.

“I like the aspect of helping people and making them
look good and making their brand shine,” he said.

While he and Brzoska are no longer together, they
are co-parents to 6-year-old Vivienne. After traveling and
relocating so frequently during his own childhood, he said
he’s found a unique appreciation for laying roots here in San
Marco, with his parents nearby in Ortega.

“I really like the neighborhoods in Jacksonville,” he
said. “T just feel like it's a great place to be a family, you
know, to have a family, to have a kid, because there’s a lot to
do, there's enough to do, but it’s not so busy where you feel
like it’s overcrowded.”

With Vivienne’s current obsession with catching frogs,
Kimmel says one of their favorite things to do is walk down
River Road with Otis, Kimmel’s Labrador mix, after it rains
to see if any frogs are out and about. Often, their walks will
include a stop at Landon Park or, if the timing is right, a
stop at the pier at Riverfront Park to watch the sunset.

"It’s kind of a local gem,” he said. “It’s probably the best
views of the sunset in Jacksonville, in my opinion.”

While he does enjoy exploring the tighter-knit
communities and neighborhoods of Jacksonville, Kimmel
said he hopes for something to “finally happen” downtown.

“I’m ready for a cool downtown experience,” he said,
“because I think that’s the next step for Jacksonville.”
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Now accepting applications for PreK 3 - 6th
Grade for the 2025-26 school year!

www.rpds.com | 904.353.3459
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sanna barion

In praise of first
responders

I am grateful for the first responders
who keep our Resident neighborhoods
safe and sound.

The other day, I visited the Jacksonville
Sherift’s Office’s Crime Mapping website
to see what kind of nefarious activity had
been happening in our neck of the woods
lately. It’s a very cool resource if you’re
into that kind of thing and are a true crime
aficionado like I’ve somehow become in
my early 50s.

What you will probably see is there are
all sorts of multicolor dots representing
different crimes peppering most all other
areas of town — except ours. At least on the
day I checked the crime map, there was
literally nothing happening in 32207 and
32217 along San Jose Boulevard and the
St. Johns River and very little excitement in
32205 and 32210.

We have our police, fire and rescue
squads to thank for this wonderful blessing
of sparse dots on the crime map.

In our neighborhoods, the Jacksonville
Fire & Rescue stations are: Fire Station #21
Lakewood/San Jose on Powers Avenue;
Fire Station #13 San Marco on Atlantic
Boulevard; Fire Station #12 St. Nicholas;
Fire Station #5 on Forest Street; Fire
Station #8 on Stockton Street; Fire Station
#10 Riverside on McDuff Avenue South;
Fire Station #14 Avondale on Herschel
Street; and Fire Station #23 on Ortega
Boulevard. The Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office, of course, keeps its headquarters in
downtown Jacksonville on Bay Street.

During my 25 years in the
neighborhood, I have personally interacted
with very few local first responders. But
when I did, it was always positive, helpful
and memorable. Here are a few moments I
remember and appreciate.

My first run-in followed a holiday visit
to Mississippi to see my father. While
there, we took a little side trip over to
Tunica, where I gambled my coin purse
away on the slot machines and won a
whopping and shocking $1,200 buckeroos
in cold, hard cash. It was dirty money, it
seems. Because when we returned from
the trip and I left my bulging pocketbook
in the unlocked car by accident, some
lowlife pilfered my car in the dark of that
night and made off with the money that
was obviously not intended to be mine.
Because — I am an upright citizen who
shouldn’t have been dabbling in such
games of chance.

I received a call from a man at a
construction site nearby saying he’d
found my blessed pouchette, which was,
of course, sans the $1,200 and a ne’er
used Starbucks card that was filled to the
rim with good credit — because I’m not
a Starbucks person and had let all that
currency sit there unused and loaded,
available for burglary.

I screamed some choice potty words
in front of the kids before calling the JSO
to report the crime — the thievery of my
dirty money. Anyway, the police officers
were very nice and didn’t roll their eyes

Emergency

Heating and Air Conditioning

904-376-5013 | www.emergencyhvacjax.com

Heating & Afr Canditioning
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starting {$
at
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New student intro offer
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(expires after 1 month)

for5
classes

Visit our website to book your massage or register for a class.

904-680-7344 | 2105 Park Street Suite 1, Jacksonville FL, 32204 | solunayogaspa.com

too overtly when I told them the purse had
been left in the car, which was unlocked.
They even took some fingerprints. Though
the bag bandits were never caught, the
responding officers made me feel heard
and now I never leave my car unlocked.
Lesson learned. Plus, I shelved my
gambling desires because, like Kenny
Rogers said, you’ve got to “know when to
walk away and know when to run.”

Not too long after that, I had to call
the police because I just knew my 8-year-
old daughter and her friend had been
kidnapped or run away from home. It all
happened very quickly one afternoon. I
called the girls repeatedly. No answer. You
could hear a pin drop in the house, so I felt
certain they weren’t inside. I looked around
outside, on the street, at the park — no sign
of them. My breathing quickened. Panic
set in. In a much louder and higher tone, 1
began bawling their names and stumbling
around the street like some looney tunes,
not really sure what to do next.

I guess at that time we had a paid
security officer patrolling Granada Park
and he was the one who called the police.
After describing what the girls were
wearing to the security guard, I ran through
the house again only to find my daughter
and her friend emerging from under the
bed. I was overcome with rage and relief.
The responding officer was informed of
the outcome and life in the neighborhood
went back to boring old normal. I think I
sat on the front steps staring into the great
unknown and perspiring for about two
hours after that nightmare — thankful for the
conclusion and grateful to have had such
responsive police assistance.

The next opportunity I had to interface
with the police was when someone in
the neighborhood thought my scrawny,
straight-arrow, 10-year-old son and his
Lilliputian younger sister had stolen two,
three-foot concrete statues off their front
porch. This was the first — and last — time

the local police ever questioned one of

us in our home about involvement in a
crime. As expected, the officer was very
respectful and kind and with one look at
our then smallish son, he observed the
ridiculousness of it all. I bet police officers
on our neighborhood beat get their fair
share of waste-of-time-and-resources calls.
But I’m still grateful they come — even
when it’s my ridiculousness.

The last police exchange of memory
was during my early morning running days,
when some weirdo thought it’d be fun to
stalk Lindsey, my BFF, and me along old
San Jose Boulevard. I can’t remember how
all that exactly played out, but the police
ended up tracking the guy down and giving
him some “go on, get outta here” and we
never heard from or saw that weirdo again.

Luckily, we have not received fire
truck or ambulance rescue crews at the
house during our 25 years here, but they’ve
been called to a family member’s house
from time to time when the “I’ve fallen”
necklace malfunctions. I am grateful they
are so close and can get there quickly, even
when it’s a false alarm. But I also think
what a pain it must be to answer the call for
all these home security, fire warnings and
personal aid devices on the fritz. Then I’'m
even more thankful that these wonderful
humans take care of business like they do,
even when it’s a waste-of-time call or false
alarm or some kid hiding under the bed
from their frantic parent.

From the stories my husband and
others tell me, his youthful existence in
Ortega may or may not have included
some first-responder action, but those
are his yarns to spin (thankfully!), not
mine. I am grateful for our dedicated first
responders, who keep our neighborhoods
safe and out of trouble. Safety is important
to our well-being, our relationships
and our property values. Thanks to our
community helpers, our neighborhoods are
long on these qualities!

LIFE CHANGING
RESULTS

Mario Decunto
Counselor

Dr. Justin D'Arienzo
Psychologist

Dr. Amy Hartley
Psychologist

Alan Lipzin
Counselor

Dr. Erica Janson
Psychologist

Dr. Michael Nackashi
Psychologist

Wendy Monger
Academic Coach

Cynthia Salameh
Attorney/Parent
Coordinator

D’ARIENZO PSYCHOLOGY

Request an appointment: San Jose/Lakewood: 904-379-8094

www.tiktok.com/@dr.justindarienzo
m www.linkedin.com/in/dr-justin-d-arienzo-psy-d-abpp-former-active-duty-navy-psychologist-2797bla/

)

\4

Dr. Ellen Williams
Psychologist

Mack D’Arienzo
Furry Psychologist

WWW.DRDARIENZO.COM

@ www.instagram.com/dr.justindarienzo/

£ www.facebook.com/drdarienzo/




38 | RESIDENT COMMUNITY NEWS

RESIDENTNEWS.NET | SEPTEMBER 2024

UNF to host Oct. 12 film premiere of ‘Beyond Triathlon’

Documentary spotlights women athlete/leaders Dottie Dorion, Donna Deegan, Nancy Hogshead

A new documentary that spotlights local women leaders who fought for their place
in the world of competitive sports will hold its premiere next month at the University of
North Florida.

Slated to debut Oct. 12 at UNF’s Lazzara Performing Arts Center, Beyond Triathlon
focuses on local philanthropist Dorothy S. “Dottie” Dorion and features Jacksonville
Mayor Donna Deegan and local Olympic Gold Medalist Nancy Hogshead, highlighting the
resilience and determination of women athletes who paved the way for future generations.

“The stories told in Beyond Triathlon are a testament to the strength, courage and
perseverance of women who have refused to accept limitations,” Dorion said. “This film
is a tribute to all women who have fought for their rightful place in the world of sports
and beyond.”

UNF was selected as the site for the documentary’s premiere through Dorion’s long
history of philanthropy to the university. In addition to donating scholarships, Dorion
provided the critical funding to build the 27,000-square-foot Dorion Fitness Center located
in the Student Wellness Complex. In addition, 100 percent of the proceeds from the Oct.

12 documentary premiere and post-screening reception, sponsored by Bacardi, will benefit
UNF women’s athletic scholarships.

connection to

Whether you or a loved one needs a place to heal or a place
to call home, River Garden is where you’ll find friendships,
caring and support. For 78 years, we’ve maintained the
highest quality services while evolving our programs to
meet the ever-changing needs of older adults.
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RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Adult Day Program
Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care
Outpatient Rehabilitation
Short-Stay Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
Independent Living

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org
or call us at 904.260.1818.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

“UNF is honored to host the debut event for this film with its inspiring narrative,”
President Dr. Moez Limayem said. “We extend our heartfelt gratitude to legacy donor Dottie
Dorion, whose generosity knows no bounds.”

Philanthropist and triathlete Dorothy Dorion

Blazing trails

Inspired by the book of the same name, Beyond Triathlon offers a thought-provoking
examination of the challenges, triumphs and significant milestones experienced by women
in master sports. Dorion, who serves as a central figure in the film, has been a trailblazer and
advocate for women in sports for decades. She was instrumental in establishing triathlon as a
mainstream sport and worked tirelessly to ensure its inclusion in major athletic events.

Joining Dorion in Beyond Triathlon is Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan. A renowned
advocate for health and wellness, Deegan was a longtime news anchor for First Coast News
before founding The Donna Foundation and the annual DONNA Marathon which supports
those affected by breast cancer.

Jacksonville attorney Nancy Hogshead, meanwhile, received three gold medals and a
silver medal at the 1984 Los Angeles Summer Olympics. After retiring from competitive
swimming, she pursued a successful career in law and is a prominent advocate for Title IX,
the federal law that prohibits gender discrimination in education, including sports.

Giving voice to the Beyond Triathlon film is Sika Henry, the first African American
woman to earn her pro card in triathlon, a significant milestone in the sport. Her journey
to becoming a professional triathlete is marked by perseverance, determination and a
commitment to breaking barriers in a sport where diversity is often lacking.

Tickets for the Beyond Triathlon debut screening and reception may be purchased online
at beyondtriathlon.com.

Heart, art and science:
dentistry as it should be.
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Discover OLLI

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute to host

S ——

OLLI members visit Fort Caroline.

open house Sept. 10 . ...ommn

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) — a program for “curious knowledge
seekers” aged 50 and over — will host a free
“Discover OLLI” open house from 10 a.m.
to noon Tuesday, Sept. 10 at the University
of North Florida’s Adam W. Herbert
University Center.

Attendees will have an opportunity
to watch a video on the program, try a
sample mini-class and talk to instructors
and students.

What is OLLI?

Designed for adults who wish to
continue learning, share their knowledge and
experiences and who enjoy making friends
and socializing, the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute was the concept of philanthropist
Bernard Osher, a man with an unwavering
belief in the value of the “age 50 and better”
community. The Bernard Osher Foundation
currently funds 124 such programs across
the United States — from Florida and Maine
to Alaska and Hawaii.

Jacksonville’s OLLI, founded as a
learning in retirement program in 2006, is
located at the University of North Florida
(UNF). A volunteer organization with more
than 180 instructors and a current enrollment
of 1,000 adult learners, OLLI offers a
myriad of classes from A (ancestry, arts) to
Z (zoology) — covering languages, history,
current events, world affairs, science and
technology, health and wellness, knitting,
bridge, ukelele and guitar and others.

In addition to on-campus classes at the
Herbert Center, OLLI offers Zoom classes
and hybrid on-campus/Zoom classes, all of

OLLI participants enjoy an outing on a schooner.

which occur between 9:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Instructors come from all backgrounds and
volunteer their time and talent to share their
knowledge and experience.

Two much-loved offerings at OLLI
are ED-ventures and the Explore More
courses. ED-ventures take OLLI members
to places they might not otherwise get to
see, including behind-the-scenes tours of
Jacksonville International Airport, THE
PLAYERS Championship, the Bacardi
bottling plant and many others over the
years. Recently, ED-venturers spent three
days in St. Petersburg, where they toured
several museums, took an eco-tour of Tampa
Bay and dined at numerous restaurants.

Explore More courses combine
classroom time with outside experiences:
Recent offerings include “Amazing Monarch
Butterflies,” “Jacksonville’s Dynamic
Future Downtown” and “Wetland Preserve:
Conservation-Compatible Forestry You
Should Know.”

Attendance at the Discover OLLI open
house is free, but registration is required. To
register, call 904-620-4200.

END OF SEASON SAVINGS!

NEW & PREOWNED BOAT SALES & SERVICE

Yamaha Marine Center of Jacksonville - Your #1 Sales and Service Retailer - is offering EXTRA HOT
SUMMER DISCOUNTS on featured, in-stock inventory models, available for delivery NOW!

Stop in or cruise on over to www.Yamahamarinejax.com for full new and pre-owned inventory listing!
Yamaha Marine Center of Jacksonville, 1521 Wells Road, Orange Park, 904.644.7631

HOT DISCOUNTS ON THESE FEATURED NEW BOAT MODELS!
MAKE A BIG SPLASH WITH FAMILY-FRIENDLY BOATS!
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2024 Veranda V One Single 450HP 2023 Pursuit DC 246 Dual Console 2023 Pursuit Sport 268 Sport 2024 Pursuit Sport 288
WAS: $254,285 | NOW: $149,500 WAS: $219,842 | NOW: $159,700 WAS: $264,833 | NOW: $179,500 WAS: $394, 203 | NOW: $309,300

P L TN

2024 Regulator XO Series 24 2024 Regulator 26XO Hybrid Bay Boat

2024 Tiara Yachts Sport 38 LS

2023 Pursuit Sport 328
WAS: $540, 932 | NOW: $378,400 WAS: $1,111,352 | NOW: $849,700 WAS: $196,550 | NOW: $164,300 WAS: $249,645 | NOW: $205,500

*Prices shown do not include freight, prep, tax or trailer. Prices on new boats for local customers only in manufacturer-approved NE Florida and S. Georgia sales territory.
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Hey, Jude:

Wolfson’s four-legged staffer

celebrates 3rd birthday

By Julie Kerns Garmendia

Jude, the most serenely calm dog one could meet, is
Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s first facility service dog. He
just celebrated his third birthday and first year on staff.

The cream-colored golden retriever/Labrador mix
enjoyed his “paw-ty” with pediatric patients, their families,
and staff, all invited to “sit and stay” for the unique
festivities. Jude showed his approval with a nonstop happy
tail and lots of gentle interaction.

Jude received gifts from patients at his birthday party,
including a special Woofgang Bakery doggie cupcake.
Also on hand were coloring pages of Jude provided
courtesy of Art with a Heart in Healthcare, a nonprofit
group dedicated to bringing artists into the hospital to
work on creative activities with patients, promoting
whole-body healing and well-being.

Wolfie’s Woofpack

Wolfson’s new facility service dog program is called
“Wolfie’s Woofpack.” It is part of the renowned pediatric
hospital’s array of patient resources, which now includes
Jude’s animal-assisted therapies aided by his handler/
caretaker, Child Life Specialist Kara Williams. A facility
service dog must complete a two-year specialized training
program to work in hospitals. Medical or human services
professionals learn animal-assisted therapies and are
matched with a facility service dog.

Williams, 27, is often asked to explain the differences
between Jude and a volunteer-owned pet dog who visits
patients.

“The volunteer-run Wolfson’s Children’s Hospital
Auxiliary’s Pet Therapy Program has been a wonderful
comfort to our patients since 1995,” she said. “The pet
therapy teams bring registered and certified pet dogs able
to provide a home-like visit filled with love and affection
but scheduled less frequently. Jude, however, works a
full-time schedule Monday through Friday and knows
more than 40 commands.”

Williams’ role as a trained child life specialist helps
children understand what is happening in the hospital, which
eases their fears through education, support and play.

Jude was expertly trained by Canine Companions, a
national nonprofit that trains service dogs like Jude for
healthcare facilities, criminal justice and educational
settings. They also train service dogs to assist children,
adults and veterans with disabilities.

Clients receive rigorously screened, trained dogs and
follow-up services for free. Selected dogs train for two years
and then work an average of eight years before retiring to
spend their golden years as pets. Donations to help provide
more trained dogs for those on the waiting list can be made
through their website (see the Resources section below for
details).

During his two-year training, Jude completed extensive
medical and temperamental screenings and was required to
pass several skills exams. He was matched with Williams
during a two-week “team training” session in Canine
Companions’ Orlando headquarters, where despite working
with several dogs during the process, Williams knew Jude
was perfect.

“When you go through the matching process, the Canine

()

260 avvuial

TOAST »2ANIMALS

Benefiting the Jacksonville Humane Society Medical Fund
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Jude playing cards

Companions trainers tell you that you won’t pick the dog;
the dog will pick you,” Williams said. “I worked with
roughly six dogs, but it was quickly clear that Jude was the
one, based upon our connection when working through cues
together. These dogs play such a vital role in the healing
process and make a significant impact on patients. Facility
dogs can turn a sometimes scary place into a safe place.”

Dogs like Jude can help frightened children or those with
autism and other challenges accept necessary treatment or
procedures. For instance, Jude is trained to take medicine
from a syringe placed into his mouth during a medical play
session to ease patients’ fear of syringes or medication.

The Children’s Hospital Association has recognized the
value of facility service dogs, and the therapies they provide.
Lying across the patient’s lap, for example, can alleviate
anxiety or gain patient cooperation for treatment. Dogs can
also serve as an alternative focus for patients undergoing
painful procedures like IV placement or chest tube removal.

Jude’s encouraging support for children who have
undergone surgery and are scared to move is also vital,
because he can help them overcome fears and want to move.

JACKSONVILLE
HUMANE SOCIETY
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Jude with a patient (sitting on couch)

According to UCLA Health research, the presence of
an animal can trigger the body to release hormones like
serotonin, prolactin and oxytocin, which can reduce stress,
anxiety and fear and promote relaxation. Other studies
from the National Institutes for Health reported measurable
positive changes in patient vital signs, such as blood pressure
and heart rate, including better nutritional intake.

For patients coping with more severe limitations, Jude’s
comforting presence or the feeling of petting his fur and his
quiet, affectionate attention bring hope and positivity during
difficult circumstances. Family members confirm those
findings. They say that when Jude appears, he effortlessly
and instantly changes the atmosphere, cheering and
delighting patients.

Williams has trained Jude to engage with patients in
other companionable ways to boost their mood and self-
esteem. He loves to “high five” with his nose and give paw/
handshakes or “play ball” by rolling it back and forth or
tossing it with his nose. Jude can gently nudge patients to pet
or walk him. He can lie down in a red wagon and be pulled,
and he is learning to tug and pull it himself. These playful
activities encourage patients’ upper body or large muscle
movement; strengthen overall coordination, balance, and
motor function; and stimulate feelings of well-being.

Jude plays cards or other games, does puzzles by
retrieving puzzle pieces on command, and even “paints”
for or with patients. Bonus benefits include the pure
enjoyment of walking or petting a dog, temporary freedom

Jude W|th a pat|ent and his famlly (patient in the bed)

from a hospital bed, and the gaining of self-confidence
and feelings of accomplishment through normal play and
physical activity.

“When Jude gets his vest on and goes to work, it’s
amazing to see the difference he makes in patients’ lives,”
Williams said. “He is so spunky and intelligent that they light
up when he enters the room. His patient interactions give them
the love and specialized individual support they need. He
helps me to assist patients while he does all the work.”

After Jude visits patients, Williams provides a variety
of mementos to commemorate their time together. With
her assistance, Jude “writes” thank you notes to patients,
sending special encouragement through a message of love
and gratitude. Williams gives patients stuffed “Jude” toy
dogs and baseball cards featuring Jude’s photo on one
side and his personal information on the other: Favorite
things are tennis or other balls, belly rubs, toys that
squeak and beach trips.

Readers with a domestic pet or wildlife story are welcome to
email Julie@residentnews.net.

Resources
Follow Jude on Instagram @heyjudevii.

Canine Companions
WWWw.canine.org
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Adoptable Pets

The following animals are available for adoption from
Animal Care and Protective Services. Located at 202
Forest St., the ACPS adoption center is open noon to 7
p-m. on weekdays and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends.

Dappled Dumbo: ID#A1447262. This 10-month-
old, 47-pound neutered, mixed-breed puppy is
heartworm negative. “Dapples” is eager to learn, knows
“sit” and walks well on leash. He is silly, goofy and
enjoys playgroup with other dogs.

Rupert: ID#A1363494. Handsome Rupert is a
4-year-old neutered mixed-breed long-timer who
arrived as a stray at Animal Care and Protective
Services in Fall 2022. He is heartworm-negative,
weighs 94 pounds and is very smart as well as house-
and crate-trained. He also loves children, knows basic
commands and shakes “paws.”

Join us for a documentary debut featuring Dorothy S. “Dottie” Dorion,
Celeste Callahan, Nancy Hogshead, and Mayor Donna Deegan chronicling
the struggles of women in sports and the ultimate goal of giving back.
100% of the proceeds will provide UNF scholarships for female athletes.

2TO 5 PM

Lazzara Performance Hall at University of North Florida

vondale Dance Directions

add dance to your life Join us at the finish line for “A Triumphant Toast to Excellence”

reception sponsored by Bacardi following the film.

BUY TICKETS: BEYONDTRIATHLON.COM

AvondaIeDance com | (904) 384- 8324 | 1080 Edgewood Ave. S #11, Jacksonville, FL 32205




JACKSONVILLE'S PREMIER DEALER OF COINS, CURRENCIES AND COLLECTIBLES

=COIN & STAMP

old is at an all-time high...come cash
In your coins today! We pay more!

WWW.A-COIN.COM | 904.733.1204
6217 St. Augustine Rd., Jacksonville, FL | Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10:30am - 5:30pm

Bank and House Calls Available for Large Estates... “All Transactions Confidential”

WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX CORPORATION OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES NOR ENDORSED BY ROLEX IN ANY WAY. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE

PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS. A-COIN IS KNOWN WORLDWIDE, AND OUR INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS ASSURE YOU OF SELLING TO THE COMPANY WITH THE WIDEST CLIENTELE OF ANY OTHER. WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST CASH PRICES. PLEASE 2
NOTE... THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO SELL.. NO CHARGE FOR OUR EXPERTS TO EVALUATE YOUR TREASURES. MINIMUM PURCHASES APPLY. A-COIN IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH ROLEX USA. ALL TRADEMARKED NAMES, BRANDS, AND MODELS, MENTIONED IN THIS AD ARE USED BBB
FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY AND ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE TRADEMARKED OWNERS.
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Junior League kicks off 101st year of service

Junior League Executive Vice President Aneesah Fadil and President
Kimberly Barrett

Junior League past presidents Jill Dame, Janet Reagor, Meg Folds and Danielle Stacy

By Jennifer Logue

The Junior League of Jacksonville kicked off its 101st year of community
service and women'’s leadership training Aug. 15 with a reception and program at the
organization’s Riverside House headquarters.

Members enjoyed refreshments and a presentation by the organization’s leaders in
preparation for another year of service and fellowship.

“This year is about honoring our past with an eye on our future,” President Kimberly
Barrett said.

Currently, Barrett said, the Junior League has 120 active members plus an additional
30 new members. But the ranks of its alumni “sustainers” include an additional 300
women who have participated in the group’s service projects and leadership training.

“Our members really gain the resources to become pivotal leaders in the
community,” Barrett said, noting that over the past century, Junior League members
played a role in starting other local institutions including MOSH, the historical society
and Jacksonville Speech and Hearing.

“We maintain strong relationships with these legacy partners,” Barrett said. “We’re
very proud to have such strong roots in Jacksonville.”

Among the Junior League’s current community service activities is its Fresh Minds
program, whereby members prepare meal kits using fresh, nutritious ingredients for
distribution to families through Sulzbacher Village and Sanctuary on 8th.

“Over the past four years,” Barrett said, “we’ve prepared over 25,000 meal kits.”

»\%
-

Carol Campbell and Aubrie Simpson-Gotham ' . Alexis Moraitis and Caitlyn McCullough

Find Your
Castle.
Protect

Your

SRR AR Kingdom.

4 BED | 3 BATH | GUEST HOUSE IN BACK H H
3268 SF | MLS #2033795 Serving North Florida

Welcome to 1632 Edgewood Ave, a charming property nestled an d beyo n d wit h
in the heart of Avondale. The prime location puts you in close .
*= proximity to dining and entertainment at the Shoppes of unrivaled brokera ge an d
> Avondale and Murray Hill. This beautiful Tudor construction o o
boasts 4 bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms in the main house. The Insurance services.
large backyard includes a guest house that is outfitted with a
living room, bedroom, full kitchenette, and washer and dryer
hookups. Plentiful storage throughout with the charm and
construction you would expect from a historic Avondale home.

Thomas York
904-717-1616

tyork@castlewiseservices.com

- ;

2940 CHEROKEE AVE
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32210

{ 3BED|25BATH | DOUBLE LOT | POOL
2-CAR GARAGE | 2,268 SF | MLS #2037236

Experience the style and charm of old Ortega with this large
double lot pool home. Just steps away from dining and

entertainment, The Florida Yacht Club, and Timuquana Country C A S T L E W I S E
Club, you won’t be far from the action. The kitchen and primary
bedroom suite has been tastefully renovated and a new roof R E A L I Y I I N S U R A N C E

installed in 2023. The downstairs has an abundance of space
which makes it an easy gathering place and great for hosting.

castlewiseservices.com
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THE WAY WE WERE

Gray and Mary Love Strum

By Peggy Harrell Jennings

Happy Birthday Mary Love McCall
Strum! When this amazing woman was
born on September 11, 1922, in Quitman,
Georgia, who could have known the
influence and joy she would bring into
the world? Her contributions have been

many and the list of organizations and
volunteer hours for worthwhile groups in
Jacksonville is extensive. And we are not
just talking past tense.

A dedicated “influencer” before that
term existed — just say “Mary Love” and
people know of whom you speak — for

Gray and Mary Love Strum on their wedding day

FI M
SPEAKER SERIES —EERE

’ Tickets on sale now! E|

thefloridaforum.com
Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts

024-202

BORIS JOHNSON

October 29, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

Former Prime Minister of
the UK/Journalist/Author

Presented by *

LANDSTAR

DEEPAK CHOPRA
MD, FACP, FRCP
January 15, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Physician, Author and
world-renowned pioneer in
integrative medicine and
personal transformation

Presented by

WELLS
FARGO

CARL HIAASEN
February 12, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
Novelist/Journalist/Floridian

Presented by Flovida
Blue &

Your Health Solutio

riner

&“sa THE PRODUCED BY
1Q THE WOMEN’S BOARD
by iper] WOMEN'S TO BENEFIT
Hospiel BOARD WOLFSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Happy 102nd Birthday, Mary Love

the Jacksonville Symphony, the Cummer
Museum, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
the River Club, Colonial Dames, the
Jacksonville Historical Society and D.A.R.
to name a few, Strum’s influence over the
years is legendary. This social butterfly
not only attends galas, opening events,
parties and her
grandchildren’s
sports functions but
also plays bridge
twice a week.

“It’s a party
if Mom is there,”
daughter Carolyn
Houston said.

Mary Love
arrives in her
Lincoln Continental
with a license tag
bearing her initials
and an American
flag waving on the
front — her sparkly
cane glittering,

her hair perfectly
coiffed and her 1
nails manicured. =

“My nails are
the prettiest part
of me now,” she joked. “I don’t mind being
over 100, but I don’t like looking like it.”

This wit and humor add to her charm.
Her daughters agree that she embraces the
best of everything and has lots of love to
give and “people just love her back.”

Raised by her grandparents after
her mother died, Mary Love honors her
grandmother by being called “Granny” by
her grand- and great-grandchildren.

After graduating from Rockmart
High School in Georgia, where she was a
cheerleader, Mary Love worked at several
naval bases. Then fate intervened and she
came to the Jacksonville Naval Air Station,
where she was secretary for two and a half
years to Charles Gray Strum, then lieutenant
commander of the base.

A graduate of the Naval Academy
who had been at Pearl Harbor, Gray was,
according to Mary Love, “good looking,
in the Navy, quite a gentleman — and a few
other things that I can’t say,” she joked.

“I was going with two young men at the
time,” she added, “and I asked the Lord to
put the right one in my path and He did.”

Married at NAS chapel in 1951, the
young couple lived on Mallory Street in

Carolyn Houston, Mary Love Strum and Mary Love McArthur

Strum

Riverside before moving to Ortega Forrest
when it was being built in the 1950s. Gray
had grown up in Avondale, attended The
Bolles School and his dad was a federal
judge, so he had a long history with
Jacksonville. After daughters Mary Love
(now McArthur) and Carolyn (Houston)
were born, the family
moved around

the world. From

the Philippines,
where Gray was the
commanding officer
of the base at Sangley
Point, to Morocco
where he was senior
naval defense
attaché, a portion

of the children’s

lives was spent in
Tangiers, Casablanca,
Maryland,
Washington, D.C.
and Pensacola,
Florida.

They also
traveled to London,
France and to India
to see the Taj Mahal.
All this traveling
sounds thrilling, but Mary Love joked, “If
you’ve seen one castle you’ve seen them
all. I would rather sit outside in a café and
drink coffee. I get seasick and I’'m scared of
airplanes.”

She is quick to add, however, that she
loved being a Navy wife. During their time
in Morocco (after she had attended attaché
school and spent nine months learning
French — the diplomatic language), her
duties included entertaining twice a month
and attending other diplomatic functions
five to seven days a week. She entertained
many dignitaries, including heiress Barbara
Hutton and Jacksonville notables Raymond
and Minerva Mason.

“Being a Navy wife was my job and my
husband appreciated everything I did,” she
said. “I have no regrets, and I love the way
my life has gone except for Gray passing
on in 2009.”

A self-proclaimed “chicken” who doesn’t
like confrontation, Mary Love is outspoken
about her beliefs, and her daughters say
she was a very strict parent. So strict that
daughter Mary Love still has not gotten
over not being allowed to attend the Beatles
concert when they came to Jacksonville in



The Strum Family

stories, and her wit and prodigious memory
shine like her smile through each one. While
riding in a chauffeured car in the Philippines,
for example, Mary Love recalls being
mobbed by onlookers seeking a closer look.

“I just waved like Queen Elizabeth!” she
said.

A longtime member of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church, with whom she shares her
birth year, Mary Love reads the newspaper
and her Bible every day. Her favorite verse is
John 3:16.

This joy-filled mother of two,
grandmother of seven and great-granny of 20
is expecting two more great-grandchildren
in November. An appropriate Bible verse
for this amazing lady is Proverbs 17:22: “A
merry heart doeth good, like a medicine.”

And being around Mary Love Strum is
just the tonic the world needs.

1964 because she had to attend a birthday
party at the Green Derby instead.

As a mother, Mary Love ’s favorite
sentence was “Wouldn’t you like to ...?”
(whatever she asked) and the girls knew that
it was not a suggestion but a directive!

She also has no patience for whiny
people. “If you are whiny,” she said, “then no
one wants to be around you!”

Mary Love has so many entertaining

Do you know an interesting

senior with a story to tell?
Nominate them to be featured

in The Way We Were! Submit
their names, contact information
and a brief description of what
makes them a good candidate to
editor@residentnews.net.

Transforming Memory Care
with Compassion and Expertise

k| ’ Discover a place where joy and dignity flourish

Customized Memory Care and Service Plans
Expert Staff with Licensed Nurses
Engaging Activities, Music Therapy and Social Events
Nutritious Dining and Secure Outdoor Spaces
Cognitive, Social, Physical and Spiritual Wellness
Comprehensive Housekeeping and Maintenance
Supervised Excursions and Educational Programs
Safe, Welcoming Living Environments

/=
SAN JOSEZ GARDENS

MEMORY CARE COMMUNITY

Call us at (904) 739-3500 to schedule a visit to see the difference.

San Jose | Mount Pleasant | Ortega | Ponte Vedra
SANJOSEGARDENSMEMORYCARE.COM

INTRODUCING OUR

PHYSIATRIST

Dr. Erin T. Wolff
MD

Dr. Wolff is certified by the
American Board of Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation, and has a subspecialty in

Sports Medicine. He lectures frequently and

his research has been published in the book

“Evidence-Based Management of Low
Back Pain” and various medical journals.

Dr. Wolff is a graduate of Wayne State University
School of Medicine. He completed his Physical
Medicine & Rehabilitation Residency at Carolinas
Medical Center and his Sports & Spine Fellowship
at Atlantic Health System/Mountainside Hospital
New Jersey Sports Medicine Institute.

RIVERSIDE

POST ACUTE

1750 Stockton Street | Jacksonville
T: 904-231-8000 | F: 904-231-8080

riversiderehabhc.com
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Kristen“Scooter” Cavins
December 28,1966 - August 7, 2024

Kristen “Scooter” Cavins, a beloved wife, mother, daughter and sister, passed away
on Aug. 7, 2024. Born on Dec. 28, 1966, Scooter was a shining light in the lives of all
who knew her, known for her warmth, kindness and unwavering devotion to her family
and faith.

A graduate of Michigan State University with honors, Scooter dedicated her life to
both her professional and personal passions. For more than 25 years, she successfully
owned and operated Jacksonville’s Mossfire Grill, where she became a staple in the
community, known not only as a gracious host but also for her exceptional baking skills
that brought joy to many.

Scooter’s untimely passing prompted an outpouring of online tributes and memories
from friends, colleagues and others who were fortunate to have known her.

“She really was the best boss ever!” shared former Mossfire employee Liesl
Gavronsky. “She was a great leader who led by example...she truly cared about her
employees.”

Former Stein Mart CEO and frequent Mossfire patron Hunt Hawkins recalled that
when Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast, Scooter baked dozens of cookies for
him to deliver to Stein Mart employees in impacted areas “all from the goodness of her
heart. She wouldn’t accept a dime for them.”

Stephen Lobrano wrote, “Ms. Cavins was a bright light in the world. She was in all
ways beautiful, kind, caring and loving. The world was a better place because of Ms.
Cavins’ life and a sadder place without her presence.”

Scooter was a devoted Catholic and a member of St. Matthew's Catholic Church.
Her faith was a cornerstone of her life, guiding her every step with compassion and
selflessness. She was a doting mother to her two sons, Sean and Dylan, and a loving
wife to her husband, Drew. Scooter was also a cherished daughter to her mother, Kate,
and a beloved sister to her brothers, Brian and Tommy. Her father, Thomas, preceded her
in death.

Scooter’s hobbies reflected her nurturing nature. She found joy in cooking, baking
and caring for others. Her giving personality and caretaker spirit left a lasting impact
on everyone who had the privilege of knowing her. Scooter’s beauty radiated from the
inside out, and she will be remembered for her gentle soul and unwavering love for her
family and friends.

Kristen “Scooter” Cavins will be deeply missed by all who knew her, but her legacy
of love, kindness and faith will live on in the hearts of those she touched.
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ElderSource -\
Suppers for <>

Seniors

Feed Local Seniors with
Double the Impact

Hungry Seniors Can’t Wait
Help Move Them from List to Plate

There are 5,000 seniors in Northeast Florida on a
waitlist for hunger-relief assistance.

You can help — with double the impact. (O] "l':'-]lﬂ-;_ﬁ@
Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Funds will match every -}F-"il K rib’
donation made up to $50,000. !'i'-ql 14303

X E|der‘Source ])tl.l(,'n]gd}I‘\[(Il\Ll.lrllllldr (OF o ¥

¥Eas)Y  start here for help

904-391-6699 | MyElderSource.org/SuppersForSeniors

Serving Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia Counties Since 1974

David A. Stein

December 10, 1938 - July 27, 2024

Noted local philanthropist David A. Stein, 85, passed away July 27, 2024, in his native
Jacksonville, where he spent his entire life.

He left an indelible impression on countless individuals, organizations and his
community.

The youngest of three boys, David was born on Dec. 10, 1938, in Jacksonville to Ben
and Ruth Stein. As a teen, he worked in his father’s Burger King restaurant on Beach
Boulevard and graduated from Landon High School. He attended the University of Florida
but returned to Jacksonville before graduation to join the family business.

David quickly mastered the Burger King operation. Eventually, he was named chairman
and CEO of Southern Industrial Corporation, the original franchisor of all Jacksonville-
area Burger King restaurants, and he founded and served as chairman of King Provision
Corporation, serving Burger King restaurants throughout the Southeastern United States.
He later co-founded T.L. Cannon Companies, which operates Applebee Restaurants in New
York and Connecticut, becoming its chairman.

But David was not content to be a highly successful businessperson. He took to heart the
Jewish values he learned from his father and strove to emulate his examples of community
leadership, giving back and making a difference in the community. He was particularly
proud of his role in the creation of the Jewish Community Alliance, The Greenwood School
and the Stein Scholars as well as the continuation of his family’s support of River Garden.

David was blessed to have the love and support of his wonderful wife, Linda Berry
Stein, who was always by his side through all his endeavors, providing unwavering love and
encouragement. She was a true partner and shared David’s dedication to community and
philanthropy. He and Linda were passionate supporters of education, with a special talent of
sponsoring and mentoring students at both the University of North Florida and Jacksonville
University. To underscore their desire to build future leaders, David and Linda created the
Stein Fellowship at the United Way of Northeast Florida.

His gift to LJD Jewish Family and Community Services resulted in the Allison Stein
Robbins building, named for his late daughter, which houses the Max Block Food Pantry.
Other beneficiaries of his generosity include Congregation Ahavath Chesed, the Jewish
Federation and Foundation of Northeast Florida and the Jewish National Fund. Important
institutions that enhance the quality of life in Jacksonville also received support, including
the Jacksonville Humane Society, Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, Mayo Clinic, the (then)
Florida Community College at Jacksonville, the Quality Education for All Fund at The
Community Foundation for Northeast Florida, The ARC Jacksonville supporting the ARC
Village, the North Florida School for Special Education, Hope Haven, KIPP, Guardian
Catholic Schools, Leadership Jacksonville, Cathedral Arts Project and the Jacksonville
Symphony.

For his efforts, David received many honors, including the highest awards given by
One Jax, Leadership Jacksonville, First Coast Business Hall of Fame and the Jewish
National Fund. In 2021, he and Linda received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Association for Fundraising Professionals/North Florida Chapter.

David was preceded in death by his parents, Ben and Ruth Stein; brothers, Albert Stein
and Martin E. Stein, Sr.; and daughter, Allison Robbins. He is survived by his beloved
wife of 35 years, Linda Berry Stein; daughter, Tracey Stein Westbrook; grandsons, David
Robbins (Vanessa) and Cole Stein Westbrook; and great-granddaughter Katie Robbins. He
is also survived by sisters-in-law Joan Newton and Marilyn Stein; brother-in-law Kenneth
Berry (Lynn); sister-in-law Catherine Berry; and several nieces and nephews.

kead more @ Residentnews.net
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Coming Soon
Hardage-Giddens Riverside’s Life Event Center Pavilion

HARDAGE It GIDDENS

FUNERAL HOMES ¢ CEMETERIES * CREMATION SERVICES
= 4. - . ASESESEECEN .1 AL, LY vl

Hinged side glass panel doors - Rustic exposed wood
Interior - Covered outdoor patio - Customizable
Indoor-outdoor event space - Round table seating -
Expansive interior of over 2,000 square feet

Perfect for: Visit us today for
e Bridal showers more information.

e Corporate lunches

e Parties & reunions

e Holiday gatherings

e Memorials & services 7242 Normandy Blvd
Celebrations of Life Jacksonville, FL 32205
e Any occasion! 904-781-9262



FREE CHARGER WITH YOUR NEW LYRIQ

Simply ask for your Free Charger with your purchase!

Professional installation by Qmerit, or the licensed electrical installer of your choice!

And did we mention Free Oil Changes For Life? No, we didn’t. That’s because there’s never an oil
change with an EV! And you’ll also be free of typical tune-up and maintenance issues such as spark
plugs, coolant service, engine air filters, fuel injector service, and many others. But the greatest
freedom of all is no more costly fill-ups at the gas station! Come in for your LYRIQ Experience today!

R Mapson

Randy MarionCadillacofJacksonville.com

ASK US ABOUT ADDITIONAL AVAILABLE OFFERS ON THE 2024 CADILLAC LYRIQ

4700 SOUTHSIDE BLVD.
JACKSONVILLE
904-642-5111




